AVWHO BYLILUATH

TATAPCKASA NMYCTbIHA

OpnHaXabl CEHTAOPLCKUM YTPOM TOJIbKO UTO NPON3BEAEHHbBIN B odumLepbl [PKOBaHHM
[lporo MOKWMHY/ FopoA U HanpaBwuica B KPenocTb bacThaHu — K MecTy CBOEro nepBoro
Ha3HaueHwusl.

HakaHyHe OH Benen pa3byauTb ero ropaHblie, BCTan 3aTEMHO W BrepBble Hagen
NeNTEHaHTCKyo (opMy. MOKOHUMB C OAEBAHMEM, OH MPU CBETE KEPOCUHOBOW NaMribl
ornaaen cebsi B 3epkane, HoO HMKaKoW paloCTU BOMPEKM OXMAAHUIO He UcnbiTan. B gome
Lapuna rnybokas TULWWHA, NMULLb U3 COCeAHEN KOMHATbl AOHOCKIUCH KaKMe-TO LLIOPOXM:
3TO MaMa NOAHMMANAack C NOCTENM, YTOBbI MPOCTUTLCS C HUM.

[leHb, O KOTOPOM OH MeuTan CTONbKO NIeT, HacTynui, Tenepb HauMHanacb
HacTosiLas >m3Hb. OH NoayMan O TOCKIMBbLIX ByaHSX BoeHHOM akageMun, BCMOMHWUA,
Kak 06MaHO 6bIN0 cMAEeTb BeYepaMm Ha 3aHSTUSX, NPUCTYLLUMBAsICb K LWYMY YNUUbI, FAe
rynsnuM cBoboaHble M, HaBEpPHO, CYACT/MBbIE JHOAM; BCMOMHMA 3UMHME NOOyAKW B
BbICTY>KEHHbIX OPTYyapax M BUTABLUWA TaM HeM36bIBHbIA NpM3pak HakasaHus. [1o yero
XX€ HYAHO TSIHY/IMCb OCTaBLUMECS AHW, Ka3a/oCb, UM U KOHLA He byaer.

HakoHew-To OH odmuep, U He Haao 6osblie KOPNeTb HaA KHUraMu U B3aparneaTh
OT rosioca cepXaHTa, HO BpeMs ywno. Xu3Hb, Ka3aBLUAsICS €My TakoW HEHABWUCTHOW,
HaBceraa kaHyna B MPOLUSIOe, a BeAb OHa CKiaablBanacb U3 MecsiUeEB U NET, KOTOPbIX
y>XXe He BOpOTuLLb. KOHEYHO, Tenepb OH oduLEp, Y HEro 3aBeflyTCA AEHbIM, U KpacuBble
XKEHLLIMHbI, BO3MOXHO, 6yayT obpallaTb Ha HEr0 BHMMaHWE, a BCe-Taku — YyBCTBOBA/
[xoBaHHM [poro — ny4lune rofpl, roAbl paHHEN IHOCTK, yXe He BepHellb. C TaknuMu
MbICNSIMK [1poro pa3rnsabiBan B 3epkasie CBOe NnLO, HaAesiCb HAWTU B HEM XOTb UTO-
HMOYab NpuBReKaTenbHOE, HO BUAEN NULb BbIMYUYEHHYHO YIbIOKY.

[lo yero Bce Heneno: Hy MoyeMy BO BpeMsl MpOLLlAHMS C MaTepbld OH He CMor
YNbIGHYTbCS el 6ecneyHo, kak nogobaet oduuepy? MNMoyeMy NponycTMn MAMO YLIEN ee
rnocneaHne coBeTbl, BObpaB B cebsi Nub 3BYK €e rosioca — TaKoM pPOAHOW, TaKow
Tennbii? MoyeMy OH 6EeCTO/IKOBO M HEPBHO METasCs Mo KOMHATe B MOMCKax 4acos,
cTeka, dypaxku, XOTS OHW, Kak Bceraa, 6binn Ha MecTe? Beab He Ha BOWMHY ke OH
cobupancsl. [ecsaTkm TOYHO TaKMX XKe, KaK OH, NIEWTEHAHTOB, €ro TOBapWLLUM, TOXE
MOKMAANM cenyac OTUYNI KpoB, HO BECENO, CO CMEXOM, C/TOBHO Ha Npa3aHUK cobupanucs.
MoyeMy e OH, pasroBapuBasi C MaTepbld, Haxoaun Ans Hee nuwWb 6aHanbHbIE,
6eccMbicneHHble hpasbl BMECTO TAacKOBbIX, 06oapstowmx? fopeyb NepBoro paccTaBaHms
CO CTapbiM OOMOM, rAe ero nosiBfieHne Ha CBET CBA3blBaSIOCb C CaMbiMK A06pbIMU
Hagexaamu, O6blyHble CTpaxu, MOpPOXAAeMble O6bIMM MEPEMEHAMN B XKWU3HM,
BOJIHEHME OT MpPOLLAHMSl C MaTepbio MEePenosiHANM ero AyLy, HO CuibHee Bcero Hbina
CTpaHHasi, HeOTBSI3HAs MbIC/Ib, CMyTHOE MPeAYyBCTBUE KaKUX-TO POKOBbIX COOLITUN,
CMIOBHO OH yXx0AWn TyAa, OTKyAa He BO3BPaALLAOTCS.



Jlyuwmn apyr ®paHyecko BeckoBu NpoBOAWI €r0 HEMHOMO BEPXOM. LlokaHbe KOombIT
rynKO pasHOCMIOCh NO NYCTbIHHBLIM ynuuam. CeeTano, ropoj eue cnas, HO Koe-rae, Ha
BEPXHWUX 3TaXKaxX, OTKPbIBaSIMCb CTaBHM M M3 OKOH BbIrNsAbiBanu ycranble nmua, Ytobsl
Wb HA MrHOBEHME OKWHYTb 6e3y4acTHbIM B3rNSiAOM  U3YMUTENbHYKD KapTUHY
3apoXkaatoLlerocs yrtpa.

MNpusitenu monyanu. poro nbitancs NpeacTaBuTb cebe, YTO 3TO 3a KPenoCTb Takast
— bactnanu, Ho 6e3ycnewHo. OH gaxe He 3Han TOYHO HU rae OHa HaxoAUTCs, HU
CKONbKO A0 Hee exaTb. OAHM roBOpW/M, YTO BEPXOM Tyaa MOXHO A06paTbCs 3a AEHb,
Apyrve nonaranau, 4to 6bICTpee, HO HUKTO M3 TeX, KOro OH paccnpawimsan, cyas no
BCEMY, CaM TaM He 6biBan.

Y ropoAckmx BOpoT BeckoBu Hayan 0XXMBIEHHO 60N1TaTb O BCSIKMX MYCTSIKaX, C/IOBHO
[poro oTnpaBnsncs Ha Nporynky, a NoToM BAPYr 3aMeTW:

— Buavwb BOH Ty 3enenyto ropy? [a-ga, Ty camyto. Buauwb CTpoeHne Ha camomn
MakoBke? Tak 3TO M ecTb YacTb Kpenoctu, ee nepenoson peayT. [1Ba roga Hasag Mbl C
AsAeN, MOMHUTCS, OXOTUINCL B TEX MeCTax.

OHKM yxe Bblbpanncb 3a ropoackyto YepTy. MOTAHYAUCL KYKYpy3Hble Mnons, nyra,
KpacHble OT OCEHHMX JIMCTbEB poLln. Exann psiabilukoM no 6enon, 3anuTton CONHLUEM
popore. OHW OpyXunu C AETCTBA: MHOro net 6biinM coceasiMn, BMeCTe urpanv B
KOMMaHUM TaKMX € MaNbYMLIEK U peaKui AeHb He BMaanucb. MoToM ceMbs Beckosu
pa3boraTtena, [jporo n3bpan kapbepy oduuepa, 1 NpUSTENN Kak-TO OTAANUNUCL ApYr
OT apyra. becneyHasi pockoLWHas XXU3Hb, KOTOpYLO Ben Beckosu, 6bina vyxxaa [poro:
Brepean y Hero Hem3BeCTHOCTb M BaXkHble Aena. [>KOBaHHW Kas3anocCb, YTO Aaxe uX
nowaan nayT pasHbIM LWAroM: ero nowaab nepebupana HoramMuM He Nnerko n pesBso, a
KaK-TO TPEBOXHO, HarpshKeHHO, O4YEeBMAHO, AaXe XWMBOTHOE 4YyBCTBOBAsO, YTO BCe
Tenepb 6yaeT no-apyromy.

[dopora wna Ha noabeM. B BepxHel ero Touke [Oporo OrnsiHynACs Haslag W
NOCMOTpEN, LWYpsSCb OT COMHUA, Ha ropoA; Hajg KpbllaMu MOAHUMANUChL YTpeHHue
AbIMKWU. Baanu oH yBuaen poaHoM AOM, pas/iMumi OKHO CBOEW KOMHaThbl. Bce okHa TaMm
cenyac, HaBepHO, OTKPbITbI, XEHLUMHbI 3aHMMatoTCsl yoopkon. Pa3bepyT ero nocrens,
CNpsYyT B WKad oaexay, a N0OTOM 3aKpokT CTaBHU Ha 3acoB. [lonrne Mecsiubl B KOMHaTY
HUKTO He 3arnsHeT, Be3aecyLlas Mblb NOKPOET BELM — NNLWb B COMTHEYHbIE AHW Tyaa
6yayT NPOHMKATb Y3KME MOMOCKM CBETA. ManeHbKM MUPOK ero AeTCTBa NOrpy3uTcs B
TeMHOTY. MaTb N03aboTUTCA 0 TOM, YTOObI OCTaBUTb BCE Kak Oblf0 40 ero BO3BpaLLeHus,
yTOObI OH MOCNE A0NrOro OTCYTCTBMS MOI CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBaTb cebs Manbumwkon. [a,
OHa, KOHEYHO, HaAAEeeTCs COXPaHUTb B HEMPUKOCHOBEHHOCTW CYacTbe, Ylleaulee
HaBceraa, W caep)aTb 6er BpeMeHu, en KaxeTcs, OyATo CTOUT OTKPbITb MO
BO3BpaLLlEHMM CbiHa OKHA M ABEpM, KaK BCE ONSATb CAEMNAETCS TakmMM, KaK npexae.

HakoHew oHM ¢ BeckoBu cepaeyHO nonpowanuce, U Jporo ognH noexan Aasnblue,
B CTOPOHY rop. Koraa OH cnyctuncs B AONWMHY, Beayuwyto K Kpenoctun, ConHue yxe
cTosino B 3eHuTe. CnpaBa, Ha BEPLUMHE rOpbl, BUAHENCS PeayT, Ha KOTOpbIN ykasan
Beckosu. Cyas no BceMy, exaTb OCTaBasioCb HeAoMro.

[lporo He Tepnenocb Nockopee A0b6paTbCa A0 MeCTa, U, He OCTaHaBNMBASCh Aaxe,
4yTObbI NOECTb, OH rHaN YCTaBLLIEro KOHs Mo Aopore, KoTopas 3abupana Bce Kpyye Mexay
3a)KMMaBLUMMWN €e OTBECHbIMU CTeHKaMW. MyTHUKM CTanu BCTPeYaTbCsl COBCEM peaKo.
[HKOBaHHKM CNPOCKN Y KAKOro-TO BO3HMLbI, CKOMBbKO elle exaTb A0 KpenocTu.

— [1o KpenocTu? — nepecnpocun ToT. — [Jo Kakow KpenocTun?

— [lo kpenoctu bactnanu, — otseTun Aporo.



— Hukakon Kpenoctn 3aecb no6amn3ocTu HeT, — CKasan Bo3HuuUa. — Hukorga o Hew
AaXKe He Chbllarn.

Mo-BnaMMOMY, OH MIOXO 3Han MeCTHOCTb. [poro cHoBa TpoHyncs B nyTb. C
NpuBAMKEHMEM BeYepa Ha AyLUe Yy HEro CTasio HECNOoKOWHO. OH ornsiabiBan BbICOYEHHbIE
KpyTble CKIOHbI Mo 06e CTOpPOHblI AONMHbI, Hagescb BCe Xe yBuaeTb KpenocTb.
BoobpaxeHne pucoBano emy 4To-TO BpoAe CTapUHHONO 3aMka C yXOASILUMMM BBbICb
cTeHamn. Ho BpeMms Wwno, u oH Bce bonblie ybexpaancsa, 4to OpaHyecko Aan emy
HEBEPHbIN OPUEHTUP; peayT, O KOTOPOM OH FOBOPWJ, CKOpee BCEro, AaBHO OCTascs
nosagu. A yxe HauymHano TEMHETD.

B3rnsHuTe-ka Ha 3Toro pkoBaHHW [JpOro U Ha ero KOHsi — KakmMe OHM KpOLUEYHbIE
Ha (oHe rop, KOTOpble CTaHOBSITCS BCe Bbille, BCe HenpucTynHee. OH MpoAo/mKaeT
noabeM, HadesiCb, NMOKa He CTEMHENI0 OKOHYaTeNbHO, A0OpaThbCs A0 KPEnocTu, HO,
onepexas ero, u3 rinybuHbl yllenbs, oTTyaa, rae PeBET MOTOK, NMOAHMMAKOTCS TEHMU, U
ABUMXYTCS BbiCTpee, YeM OH. B KakoW-TO MOMEHT, Koraa TEeHW Mo ApPYrytd CTOPOHY
yLI€eNbsi OKa3bIBalOTCS HAa OAHOM YPOBHE C [poro, co3aaeTcs BneyaTieHne, 6yaTo oHu
BAPYr 3aMeansitoT cBoW 6er, ytobbl He NuWaTh ero nociaeaHen Haaex/Abl, HO MOTOM
OMNSITb CKOJIb3AT BBEPX MO 06pbIBaM U CKa/IMCTbIM BbICTYNaM W HaKpbIBalOT BCaAHMKA.

Bcs nowmHa 6bina yXe 3arnosiHeHa CUPEHEBLIMU CyMepKaMW, NUlib MOpOCLLne
TpaBoi rpebHn Ha HEBOOGPa3MMON BbICOTE €lle OCBELLano conHue. TyT nepea Aporo
BAPYr BbIpoC/ia 4YepHasi Ha (oOHe uUCTOro BeyepHero Heba rpomMaga BOEHHOMO
COOpY>KEHWSI, Ka3aBLUEroCs O4YeHb CTapbiM U 6e3noaHbIM. Y [KOBaHHM 3abunioch
cepAue: HaBepHoe, 3TO Ta caMasi KpenocTb, nofyMar OH, HO MOYeMy-TO BCE BOKPYT — U1
CaMU CTeHbI, 1 MNeii3aXx — BbIrNISAEN0 OUYEHb YXX HENPUBET/IMBO, AaXKe 3/10BELLE.

OH cTan obbe3xaTb KpenoCTb B NMOMCKaX BOPOT. XOTS YXe CTEMHENO, HUrae He
6b1710 BUAHO HWM CBETALEroCs OKHA, HM OrOHbKOB B Kapay/ikaxX Ha BbICOKWUX CTEHax.
Tonbko neTyyas Mblb MeTanacb Ha ¢oHe 6enoro obnaka. HakoHeu [poro peLlumn
noaatb ronoc:

— dre-ren! ECTb 34eCb KTO-HMOYAb?!

W Torpa w3 rycto TeHW y MOAHOXMWSA CTEHbl BbIWEN YenoBeK — C BMAy bpoasra,
HULLMIA C cepon 6opoaon n cymon B pyke. B nonytbMe nobneckuanu 6enku ero rnas,
pasrnageTb YTo-HNbyap ewle 66110 TpyaHo. M Bce xe [lporo oveHb eMy obpaaoBancs.

— Koro Bbl 34eCb uweTe, rocnoanH? — Cnpocu ToT.

— MHe Hy>Ha KpenocTb. 3TO OHa?

— Kpenoctn 3pecb 6onbLe HeT, — OTBeTWN He3HakoMelL, npuBeTInBo. — Bce
3aKOJ1I04EHO, JIET AECATb, KaK BCE YLUIN.

— A rge x Toraa KpenocTtb? — pasgpaXeHHO cripocun [poro, CoBHO YenoBeK 3TOT
6bln nepen HUM BUHOBAT.

— Kakas kpenoctb? MoxeT, BOH Ta? — He3HakoMeL yka3an pykou Baanb. B y3kon
Wwenn mexay AByMS OAVKHMMWM CKanaMu, YXXE€ OKYTaHHbIMA TbMOM, 3@ XaOTWUYHbIM
HarpoOMOXAEHMEM YXOASLMX BBbICb rpebHelr nocneaHne 3akaTHble Jlyun COJHLa,
C/IOBHO pa3BesiB BOMLIEOHbIE Yapbl, BbICBETUAN nepea [J>XoBaHHM [1poro ronblii XonaMm u
Ha €ero BeplUMHE TeOMETPUYECKM YETKYIO JIOMAHYH JIMHUIO KaKOro-To CTPaHHOro
XXENToBaToro LBeTa — KOHTYypbl KpenocTtu.

Ox, KaK ke OHa 6blna Janeka! bor 3HaeT CKONMbKO 4YacoB MPeACTosso A0 Hee
Ao6MpaTbCs, a noladb YXe COBCEM Bbibunacb M3 cui. [poro Kak 3aBOPOXEHHbIM
BCMaTpuUBaNCa B [anb, CnpalumBas cebsi, yeM Morna npuBledb €ro 3Ta OAMHOKast
KpenocTu1LLKa, CNpATaBLIAsiCs OT Bcero Mmpa? Kakue TaiiHbl OHa XxpaHuna? Beuep mexay
TeM 6bI11 Ha ucxoze. MocneaHui nyy conHua MeasIEHHO CKOMb3HYJ MO ANEKOMY XONMY,



N broneToBble TEHN HAaABUraBLUENCS HOYM CTanM BbICTPO 3arnaTbiBaTh XKENTblE CTEHbI
6acTMOHOB.

TeMHOTa Hacturna ero B nyTu. [onuHa 6bina y3kol, M KpenocTb cKpbiiach 3a
HaBUCLUMMW HaA AOPOrov ropamu. Hurae He 66110 HY OrOHbKA, HOYHbIE NTULbI MONYany,
NULWb U3peaKa A0 ero ciyxa AOHOCUIICS LWYM AaneKuX ropHbIX NOTOKOB.

OH npoboBan KpuyaTb, HO 3XO BO3BpalLaso €ro ronoc, npuaaBas eMy 4To-TO
3noBeLlee. [xoBaHHM NpuBsi3an folab kK 06pybKy AepeBa Ha Kpato 0poru, rae pocio
HEMHOrO TpaBbl, @ CaM CeJ1 Ha 3eMJIt0, MPUCSIOHUIICA CMIMHOM K OTKOCY U, OXuaasl, Koraa
NpUAET COH, CTan AyMaTb O MyTH, KOTOPbIM eMy eLle NpeacToMT NpoaenaTb, 0 NoAsX, C
KOTOPbIMM OH MO3HaKOMUTCS B KpenocTu, o cBoel 6byayluein XuU3HU; 1 AyMbl 3TN Bbinn
6e3pafioCTHbI. Jlowaab BpeMs OT BpeMeHu Byxana KonbiTaMu Nno 3emne, 1 [1poro BCAKUM
pa3 B34parvuBasn OT 3TOro HEMPUSTHOMO M CTPaHHOMO 3BYKa.

Ha pacceeTe, BHOBb MyCTUBLUUCH B MyTb, OH YBUAEN HA MPOTUBOMO/IOXXHOM CKJTOHE
APYry0 A0POry, TSHYBLUYIOCS MPUMEPHO Ha TOW XXEe BbICOTE, @ Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMS
3aMeTu/ TaM KaKoW-TO ABWXyLWwminca npeameT. CosHUe elle He OCBETWUO YLUenbe, U B
HeM 3aTaununcb rybokmMe TeHu, M3-3a KOTOpbIX OblI0 TPYyAHO pasrnsfeTb BCe Kak
cnenyeT. Ho [1poro, NoaxnecTHyB KOHS1, BCE e MOPaBHANCS C HEMOHATHOW Urypon u
yBUAEN, YTO 3TO BEPXOBOW oduLep.

HakoHewU-TO »u1Bas Aylla, CBON YeNoBeK, C KOTOPbIM MOXHO 6yAeT MocMesiTbCs,
MOLYTMTb, MOrOBOPUTb O ByayLuew xun3HKM, 06 0X0Te, XeHLWMHaX, ropoae. [la, o ropozae,
y>Xe OTOLe/LWEM B CO3HaHMK [1poro Kyaa-To Aaneko-AaneKko, COBCEM B APYron MUp.

JlowmHa crana yxe, obe goporn conuamnmcb, 1 koBaHHM [poro cMor paxe
pa3rnsafeTb, YTO BCAAHWK — KanuTaH. [MoHayany OH He peLuasncs OK/IMKHYTb He3HAaKoMLUa
— 3TO MO0 NOKA3aTbCs HEYMECTHbIM N HEBEX/IMBbLIM U NIULIb HECKONbKO pa3 MoAHec
PYKY K KO3bIpbKY (Pypa)kkun, HO TOT He oTBeYan. HasepHo, He Buaen [poro.

— l'ocnoavH kanutaH! — He BblaepXXaB, KPUKHY N [koBaHHW. I cHOBa OTAan 4ecTb.

— Y10 Takoe? — OOHeccs A0 HEero rofiioc C ApYrov CTOPOHbI NIOWMHBI. KanutaH,
OCTaHOBMBLLWCb, BEX/IMBO OTKO3bIPSN MY U XAaan 06bsicHeHMI. B ero Bonpoce He 6bino
CTPOrocTu, OAHO yAMBIEHNE.

— Yto Takoe? — onaTb NPOKATWICS MO JIOLMHE rofI0C KanuTaHa, Ha Cel pas yxe
HECKOMNbKO pa3apa)XeHHbIN.

[>XoBaHHW OCTAHOBWICS, C/TIOXKWA NAJ0HU PYNOPOM U NPOKpUYas 4YTo 66110 MOuM:

— Hwuuero! 8 npocto xoTten ¢ BaMu no3gopoBaTtbcs! O6bsSCHEHME MOMYYMNOChH
rNynbiM, AaXxe 06MAHLIM ANA KanuTaHa, KOTOPbIN MOr NoAyMaTb, YTO €ro pa3birpbiBatoT.
[lporo ToTyac noxkanen o CBOeN BbIXoAKe. B kakoe Aypaukoe NonoXKeHne MOXHO cebs
NMOCTaBUTb TOMBbKO U3-3a TOrO, YTO Tebe CKYYHO OHOMY.

— Bbl KTO? — NpoKpuYyan KanuTaH.

Jtoro Bonpoca [poro kak pa3 u 6osnca. CrpaHHass 6ecena uepe3 NOWMHY
npuobpeTtana TaknM 06pa3oM xapakTep Kakoro-To gonpoca. HenpusatHoe Hadvano, néo,
cKopee Bcero, kanuTaH 6bin 13 Kpenoctu. Ho Tenepb — AeBaTbCs HeKyAa — HYXKHO 6b110
oTBeyYaThb.

— NleriTeHaHT [poro! — rpoMKo oTpekoMeHAoBasncs [>KoBaHHM.

KanutaH He 3Han ero n Ha TakoM pPacCTOAHUW MOI He pacc/biwaTtb UMS, HO, Cyas
Nno BCEMY, OTBET €ro YCMOKOW/I1, MOCKOJIbKY OH CHOBA TPOHYJICS B MyTb, COMNACHO KUBHYB,
C/IOBHO FrOBOPSi: CKOPO BCTpeTMMcs. M AecTBUTENBHO, Yepes nosyaca B TOM MeCTe, rae



NoLWMHa CTaHOBWACb COBCEM Y3KOW, [)KOBaHHM YBUAEN MOCT: ABE AOPOrN CNBAIUCh B
OfIHY.

TaM OHM 1 BCTPETUNUCH. KanutaH noabexan K Jporo u, He crie3as C KOHS1, MPOTSAHYN
PYKy. 3TO 6bll1 YenoBeK NIET COpPOKa MMM Aaxe MocTaplle, C TOHKMM, 61aropoaHbIM
nuuoM. ®opMa Ha HeM 6bina NpocTas, HO NPEKPacHO NoAorHaHHas.

— KanutaH OpTuu, — NpeacTaBuiCs OH.

[lporo, noxumasi eMy pyKy, nofyMmas, YTO BOT HaKOHeL OH BCTyMaeT B Mup
Kpenoct. 3To 6blna Noka Nulb NepBasi HUTOYKA, MepBOE 3HAKOMCTBO, 3@ KOTOPbIM
nocneayoT Apyrue, camble pasHble, M OH CTaHET 34eCb CBOMM YESIOBEKOM.

KanutaH, He 3aAepXxuBasicb, noexan Aanblue; [Oporo nocneaoBan 3a HUM, YyTb
MOOTCTaB M3 YBa)KEHWUSI K CTapLlieMy no 4YmHy. OH BCe XAaan, YTo KanuTaH Kak-Hubyab
Bblpa3nT CBOE HEeYA0BOJIbCTBUE MO MOBOAY €r0 HENTOBKOW MOMbITKM 3aBA3aTh pa3roBop.
Ho kanuTaH Mon4yan: TO /I €My He XOTenocb roBOpWUTb, TO <M OT NPUPOAHON
3aCTEHYMBOCTM OH He 3Han, C Yero HayaTb. [MoCcKoNbKy Aopora KpyTo NogHMManach B
ropy, a COMHLIE OCHOBaTENbHO MpUMNEeKano, KOHW AW MeaneHHo. HakoHel KanuTaH
OpTuL, HapyLUKA MONYaHKE:

— 5l u3ganu He coBCceM pacchbllwlan Balle uMs... Jporo, ecnv He owmbarch?
[>KOBaHHM OTBETWUI:

— [poro, yepe3 «d», [pxoBaHHM [poro. Bbl y)k NpoCTUTE, rocnoAnH KanuTaH, 4YTo
S BaC OKJIMKHYN, — A06aBu OH, CMyLLAsAChb, — C APYFrON CTOPOHbI NOLMHBI TPYAHO 6biN0
pa3rnsafeTb, Kakoe y Bac 3BaHue.

— [eCTBUTENBHO, — HE Xenasi CTaBUTb [Jporo B HENIOBKOE MOMOXEHWE, COrNacuCs
OpTuu 1 paccmesincs.

Tak OHM Npoexasnu eLle HEMHOrO, OLLYLLAs HEKOTOPYIO CKOBAHHOCTb. [oTom OpTuy
cnpocun:

— WNTak, Kyna e Bbl HanpasnseTecs?

— B kpenoctb bactnanu. S BepHo eay?

— A Kyaa xe ewe?

OHu cHoBa 3amonyanu. CtaHoBMNOCh xapko. Co BCex CTOPOH MX 0bBCTynanu ropol
— FMraHTCKue, nopoclume TpaBow, ankme. OpTul ckasan:

— Bbl, 3HaunT, B KpenocTb? Be3seTe kakon-HMbYyab nakeT?

— HeTt, rocnoauH KanutaH, 8 Ha3HayeH Tyaa CITy>XUTb.

— HanpaBneHbl B IMYHLIA COCTaB rapHU30Ha?

— [lymMato — fa, B NIMYHbIN COCTaB. ITO NepBOe MOe Ha3HayeHue.

— Hy Toraa B NNYHbIN COCTaB, KOHEYHO... YTO X, 3TO XOpOLO... BbIXOAMT, BaC MOXHO
no3apaBuTh...

— bnarogapto Bac, rocnoguH KanuTaH.

M cHoBa KaKkoe-TO BPeMS OHW exanu Monya. [IXKOBaHHM OYEHb XOTENOCh MUTh, a K
ceany KanuTaHa Obina npUTOpoYeHa AepeBsiHHasi noxoAHas nsira, B KOTOPOM
nneckanacb Boga: Xton-xton.

— Ha gBa roga? — cnpocun OpTtud.

— lNpocTnte, rocnoanH KanuTaH, YToO 3HayuT: Ha ABa roaa?

— Kak 310 — uTt0? OTCNYXUTE 34eCb, KaK MosoXeHo, ABa roaa. Tak Beab?
— [Ba roga? He 3Hato, CpoK MHe He yKasasiu.



— 270 caMo coboli pasymeeTcsl. Bce HOBOUCMEYEHHbIE NEMTEHAHTbI CNyXaT 3Aechb
[Ba rofa, a NoToM ye3xatoT.

— W ans Bcex Takow nopsiaok? IMeHHo aBa roaa?

— Hy pasymMeeTcs, a B BbICNyry OHM MAYT 3a 4YeTblpe. Beab UMEHHO AN 3TOro Bce
Bbl Clofla MPOCUTECH, MHauye KTO 6bl ctoaa noexan? YTo X, paau Kapbepbl U K Kpenoctu
MOXXHO MPUBbIKHYTb, HE TaK NN?

[poro Hu4yero 06 3TOM He 3Has, HO Ha BCAKWUIA Cnydald pelunn oTAeNaTbCsl HUYEro
He 3Ha4allen dhpaszoi:

— KOHeYHOo, MOXHO...

OpTuL npepBan HayaTblii pa3roBOp: Ka3anocb, TEMa 3Ta €ro HUCKOMbKO He
nHTepecyeT. Ho Tenepb nea 6bi1 cnoMaH, U [IXKOBaHHW BCE Xe peliunscs 3a4aTb eMy
BOMNpPOC:

— HeyxTo BCeM, KTO CnyxuT B KpenocTtu, 3acumTbiBaeTCs rog 3a Asa?
— Komy — Bcem?

— Sl umeto B BuAy ouLepos.

OpTuL XMbIKHY/I.

— Kak e, BceMm! CkaxeTe TOoXXe! Mnagwum oduuepaM, ecteCTBeHHO. B npoTMBHOM
Cny4yae HUKTO 6bl ctoaa He NpoCUnCcs.

[poro ckasan:
— 51 He npocuncs.
— To ecTb Kak? Bbl He nogaBanu NMpoLIeHns?

— HeT, rocnoavH kanuTaH. ToNbko ABa AHA Ha3a4 MHe CKas3anu, YTo S Ha3HA4yeH B
KpenocTs.

— lNo npaBpge roeops, 3T0 CTpaHHO. [la yX...

OHu cHoBa noMonyanu. Kaxxabli, ka3anocb, Ayman o ceoeM. Bapyr Optuy 3aMeTun:

— PasBe uro...

[HKOBaHHW BCTpeneHysncs:

— MNpoctute, rocnoanH Kanutan?!

— 51 xoTen ckasaTtb: pasBe YTo APYrUX XeNalLWwnxX He HaWoCh... U OHWU HanpaBuIn
Bac camu.

— BnonHe BO3MOXHO, rocnogmH KanutaH.

— [a yx... Ckopee Bcero, Tak OHO 1 eCTb. [1eNCTBUTENbHO.

[lporo BMAeN BbiPUCOBbIBAIOLLMECS HA JOPOXHOM MblIM YETKUE TEHW ABYX JIOLIAAEN,
ABYX FO/I0B, CONAcHO KMBAOLLMX Ha KaXAOM Luary; ciblwan ApobHbIA NePeCTYK KOrMbIT,
XYXOKaHbe MPUCTaBLUMX K HUM 60MbLIMX HAAOeANMBbIX MyX U — BCe. [lopora TsHynach
6eckoHeuHO. Bpems OT BpeMeHn Ha NOBOPOTE Aaneko Brepean MoXHO 6b110 pa3rnsaaeTb
BbICEYEHHbIA B OTBECHbIX CK/IOHAX cepnaHTuH. Ho cTtouno aobpatbcs 40 TOro Mecra u
NMOCMOTPETb BBEPX, KaK AOpora ondTb OKasblBasiacb Nepesj rna3amu u CHoea nonssna B
ropy.

— lNpocTuTe, rocnoanH KanuTtaH... — ckasan [poro.

— [a-aa, g Bac cnywato.

— Ham ewe ponro exats?

— He oyeHb. TakuM Warom 4Yaca [iBa C NosOBUHOWN, @ MOXET, U Bce Tpu. [a yX, K
NoNyaHIo, AyMmato, npueaem.



CHoBa HacTynuno Aonroe Mon4vaHue. Jlowaau BCnoTenu; Ta, Ha KOTOpOl\;I exan
KarnunTtaH, yCtasa n €4Ba rnepecrtaBsidsia HOrun.

— Bbl M3 KoponeBckol akagemum, He Tak nnv? — cnpocun OpTtuu,.
— [la, rocrnoanH KanuTtaH, n3 AkageMmu.,

— Torga ckaxuTte, TaMm Nn eLe NosIKOBHUK MarHyc?

— MNonkoBHWK MarHyc? YTo-TO He Cbiwan O TakoM.

JlowmHa cTana cy»aTbCsl, COMHEYHbIE NyYn B Hee yxe He noraganu. Bpems ot
BPEMEHN B OTBECHbIX CTEHAX OTKPbIBANNCb YCTbsi MPAyHbIX GOKOBbLIX YLLENUNA, W3
KOTOpbIX Ayn JfleAsiHoM BeTep; BMepeay W Bbllle BWAHEUCb O4YeHb KpyTble
KOHYCOOBpa3Hble ropbl: Ka3anocb, M TpeX AHEW He XBaTWuT, YTobbl A06paThbCs A0 WX
BEPLUMH, TaK OHUN BbICOKM.

— A CKaXuTe, NeTEeHaHT, — BHOBb NpepBan MonyaHue OpTul, — Manop bocko Bce
elle TaM W No-NPEXHEMY BelaeT OrHEBOW NOArOTOBKOM?

— HerT, rocnoavH kanuTaH, 1 Takoro A He 3Hato. OrHeByIO NMOArOTOBKY Y HAc BeaeT
LinmmepMaH, maiiop LinmmepmaH.

— Ax, UummepmaH, cnblwan s a1y damunuo. [JencTButenbHo... CTONbKo net
npowno... AcHoe aeno, BCe AaBHO CMEHUIUCh.

N onsTb 06a norpy3mnncb B CBou MbiciK. [lopora Tenepb BUIacb MO CO/THEYHOMY
CKJIOHY, 3a ropamMu B3AbIManucb ropsl, elle 6onee KpyTble, CKanucTble.

— 51 BMOen ee Byepa BeyepoM m3ganu, — ckasan [poro.
— Y10? KpenocTb?

— [a, KpenocTtb. — 113 BeXn1MBoCTU [Jporo HEMHOro nomMonyasn, NOToM MNPOAOCIHKU:
— MHe oHa nokasanacb OrpoMHOW, rpaHANO3HOMN. ..

— lpaHano3HoM? Hy uTO Bbl, 3TO OAHA M3 CaMblX ManeHbKUX KPENOCTEN OYEHb
AaBHEN NOCTpoikK. MpocTo, Koraa CMOTPULLbL M3[anW, OHa BMeYaTNsieT, — OTBETUN
KanuTaH 1, noaymaB, Aobasun: — [a, OYeHb YXX OHa CTapas, yCTapeBllas BO BCEX
OTHOLLEHUSIX.

— Ho Beab OHa — oAHa U3 rnaBHbIX, npaBAa?

— HeT-HeT, 3TO KpenocTb BTOpOM KaTeropuu, — otBeTun OpTtuu. Kasanocb, emy
AOCTaBNSIET YAOBONLCTBME rOBOPUTL O KpenocTu nioxo, HO TOH Y HEro npu 3ToM 6bin
KaKOW-TO OCOObIV: Tak NopoK oTeL NtbUT NoaYEepKMBaTbL HEAOCTATKM CBOErO CbiHa, 60
YBEPEH, YTO OHN — HUYTO MO CPAaBHEHUIO C €r0 HEUCYUCTTUMbIMM AOCTOMHCTBAMMU.

— 3[€ecb y Hac y4aCTOK MepTBOW rpaHuLbl, — 106aBWUN KanuTaH. — Ee HMKoraa He
nepecMaTpuBany, U OHa OCcTanacb, Kakon 6blna CTo NeT Hasa.

— Y70 3HauUT: MepTBas rpaHuua?

— 'paHnLa, 0 KOTOPOW MOXHO He 3a60TUTbCS. 3@ HeW — CrNOoLWHAs NYCTbIHS.

— MNycTbIHg?

— [la yXX, KaMHW 1 nccylleHHas 3emnsi. OHa Ha3biBaeTcs TaTapckow MyCTbIHEN.
— Moyemy TaTapckoin? — cnpocun Aporo. — 3aecb YTo, 6binn TaTapbl?

— B apeBHMe BpeMeHa, BO3MOXHO, 1 bbinn. Ho, ckopee Bcero, 3To nereHaa. Hu B
OAHY 13 BOVH HMKTO K HaM He NOoAXoAWs C TON CTOPOHbI.

— 3HauuT, Kpenoctb HMKOMY He bblna Hy>XHa?
— HukoMmy, — oTBeTWUN KanuTaH.

Mo Mepe TOro Kak [jopora yxoauna BBepX, [IEPEBbLEB CTAHOBU/IOCH BCE MEHbLLE, U
HAKOHEL| NX BOBCE HEe CTaso; TO TaM, TO 3[€Cb BUHENNCh NNLLb PeKUE KYCTbl. A Aanblue
TAHY/IUCb BbDKXXEHHbIE COMHLIEM Nyra, CKasbl, OCbIMM KpacHo3eMa.



— [pocTuTe, rocnoanH KanutaH, a ecTb 34ecb nobnmn3ocTu KaKVIe-HVI6YD,b D,EpEBHVI?

— Mobnunsoctun HeT. ECTb TYT oaHa Aepesylika — CaH-POKKO, HO 0 Hee KMIOMETPOB
TpuauaTb 6yaer.

— B 06L1€eM, KaK 51 BUXY, HE OYEHb-TO Y Bac MOBECENMLLLCS.
— [a yX, AeNCTBUTENBHO, HE OYEHb.

B Bo3ayxe NOCBEXEso, CKNIOHbI Fop cTanu 6o1ee NokaTbiMi, NOSABUIOCh OLLYLLIEHWE,
YTO A0 NOCNEAHMX rPebHelt yxe Heaaneko.

— M He cKy4HO BaM TaM, roCnoanH KanuTtaH? — cnpocunn [>KOBaHHW A0BEPUTENbHbIM
TOHOM, YCMEXasACb N KaK 6bl Xxenas CKa3aTb, YTO €ro-To Takme BeLmn Mano 6ecrnokosT.

— [deno npuBbIYKK, — oTBETUN OpTUL M A06aBUN Ha3uaaTenbHO: — S 34ech yxe
OKOJ10 BOCEMHAALATU NET, XOTS YTO S rOBOPIO — POBHO BOCEMHaALATb.

— BoceMHaguatb net?! — yaAMBNEHHO BOCKINKHY/ [PKOBaHHM.

— BoceMHaguaTb, — noaTBEpPAW KanuTaH.

CTast BOPOH MponeTena y HUX Hag rofloBOM M CKpbIIachk B FTyOMHE NOLLMHBI.
— BopoHbI, — Npon3Hec KanuTaH.

[bKOBaHHM He OTO3BanCs, OH AyMan O TOM, Kakasl >XXM3Hb €ero 34ecb >XXAET,
4yBCTBOBAJ1, KaK 4y>z €My 3TOT MUP, 3TO OANHOYECTBO, 3TU rOpbl.

— A »3 Mnagwmx ouLepos, — CNPOCUI OH, — NOTOM KTO-HMbyab ocTaeTcs?

— Tenepb-TO HEMHOrMe, — oTBeTUN OpTUL, YXKe XKanesl, YTO Tak HEeNeCTHO roBOpU
o Kpenoctu, nbo 3ametun, 4to y [DKOBaHHWM CIOXWIOCL O HEW npeBpaTHoe
npeactaeneHne. — B obweM, noytm HUKTO. BceM nopaBait GnecTayto rapHU30HHYHO
Xn3Hb. Korga-to cnyXxutb B Kpenoctn bacTmaHu nountann 3a 4YecCTb, @ Tenepb 3Ty
cnyx6y oTbbIBAlOT BPOAE KaK Haka3aHue.

[>koBaHHM cnywan Mon4a, HO KanuTaH He YHUMancs:

— Mbl Beab Ha rpaHuue cny>kuMm. U kagpbl y Hac B OCHOBHOM OT6OpHble. MpaHmua
€CTb rpaHuua. fla yx...

[poro mMon4arn, Ha Aylwe y Hero BApyr Ctano Hexopowo. [OpU30HT pa3aBUHYICH,
BAANM BbIPUCOBBLIBASINCE 3aMbIC/IOBATbIE CUAY3Tbl CKANUCTbIX rop, Ha ¢oHe Heba
rPOMO3ANNNCL OTAESbHbIE OCTPbIE MUKM.

— Ceilyac v B apMUM Ha BCe CMOTPAT Mo-ApyroMy, — npoaomkan OpTuu. — a, 6bio
BpeMsi, koraa cnyxba B kpenoctu bacTMaHu cuvMTanacb O4YeHb MOYETHOM, a Tenepb
roBOPST: MepTBas rpaHvua, MepTBas rpaHuua, HO Henb3s e 3abblBaTb, YTO U Ha
MEPTBOM rpaHuLIE MOXET CNy4YMTbCSl BCAKOE, HUYEro He y3Haellb Hanepea.

[opory nepecek py4en. OHW OCTAHOBWIUCb, YTODObl HAMOUTb KOHEW, a CaMy,
CMeLUMBLLNCh, CTaN pa3MUHATb 3aTeKLne HOru.

— 3aT0 3HaeTe, YTO Yy Hac AENCTBUTENbHO NMEPBOKIACCHOE? — CO CMEXOM CMpPOCUSI
OpTtuu.

— Y70, rocnoauH KanuTaH?

— KyxH4. BoT yBuauTe, kakas B Kpenoctu kopmexka. [la yx... N13-3a 3Toro n 4actble
CMOTPbI: KaXxzable ABe Heaenu 0bsizaTenbHO Kakon-HMbyab reHepan Hae3XaerT.

[poro n3 sexnmBocTn nocMesAncs. OH HMKaK He Mor rnoHATb, To n OpTul Aypak,
TO NN CKPbIBAET YTO-TO, TO /IM NPOCTO 6onTaeT, YTo Ha yM B3bpeaeT.

— BoT 1 oTIM4YHO, — CKasan oH, — 9 y>acHo nporonoaancs!

— Hy Tenepb y>X HEMHOrO OCTanocb. Buante BoH TOT 6yrop ¢ ocbinbio? MpsaMo 3a
HUM KpenocTb.



CHOBa TPOHyNMCb B MNyTb. 3a OYyrpoM C OCbINbIO ranevyHnka oduuepbl
AEVCTBUTENBHO Cpa3y e Bblbpanncb Ha Cnerka HakJIoHHOe MaTo M Brnepeaun, MeTpax
B NATWUCTaX, yBuaenu Kpenoctb.

OHa 1 BnpsiMb 6bl/1la MHOrO MEHbLLE, YeM MOKa3anocb [poro HakaHyHe BEYEpPOM.
OT uUeHTpanbHOro ¢opta — Mo BMAY 3TO 6blna 06blHAs Ka3apMa C OKHaMM,
NpPOpPe3aHHbIMM Ha 60/bLIOM PAaCcCTOSIHAM OIHO OT APYroro, — OTXOAWIN ABE HEBbICOKME
3ybuaTble CTEHbl, CBS3bIBABLUME CTPOEHME C BOKOBbIMM peflyTaMu: X 6bi1o Mo ABa C
Ka)X[0oi CTOPOHbl. TakuM 06pa3oM, KpPenoCTHble CTeHbl SBASAM CO6OM BecbMa
HEHAAEXHYIO 3alUMTy CTUCHYTOro C 06eMX CTOPOH BbICOKMMM OTBECHBIMK CKanaMu
nepeBana LUMPMHON NPUMEPHO B MOMKWUIOMETPA.

CnpaBa, y caMOro NOAHOXWUSI KPYTOro CKfoOHa, Ha nnaTto 6blna BnaguHa, YTo-TO
BpoAe CeanoBMHbI: TaM Koraa-To NpoxoAnna APEeBHSIS Aopora vepes nepesan, Tenepb
OHa ynupanacb B cTeHy KpenocTtu.

®opT 6611 NOrpy>XeH B TULIMHY U 3a5UT He AaBaBLUNM TEHW MONYAEHHbIM COSTHLEM.
Mo 06e CTOpOHbI OT HErO TAHY/IUCL FOfble XEeNToBaTble CTeHbI (hacas, obpallueHHbIN Ha
ceBep, YBUAETb ObI1I0 HEBO3MOXHO). 3 Tpy6bbl Wen eaBa 3aMeTHbIM AbiM. Baonb Bcen
BEPXHEW KPOMKW LIEHTPanbHOrO 3A4aHus, CTEH U peayTOB XOAWIN pa3MepPEHHbIM LaroM
B3aj-Brnepea AeCSTKM YaCoBbIX C BUHTOBKaMM — KaXXabl Ha CBOEM HEGOMbBLLOM y4acTKe.
Nx pOBuXeHue, HarnoMWHaBLlee packaudvBaHWe MasiTHMKa, Kak ©6bl oTMepsino xopf
BPEMEHM, HE HapyLLas Marnyeckux Yap BCEnornowaroLwero 0OaAMHoYecTsa.

CrnipaBa W C/ieBa, HACKOJIbKO XBaTas rnas, TAHY/IMCb LENW KPYTbIX M, CyAs MO BCEMY,
HEMPUCTYMHbIX rop. M OHM TOXe, Mo KpaliHel Mepe B 3TOT Yac AHS, Ka3a/iMCb XXeNTbIMU
1 BbK)XEHHbBIMU.

[bxoBaHHM [IpOro Hernpou3BOSIbHO OCTAaHOBWA KOHS. MeaneHHO CKOMb3s B3rNsS40M
MO MPayHbIM CTEHAaM, OH HMKaK He MOI C00bpa3unTb, YTO OHWM eMy HanoMuHatoT. B ronosy
NEe3NN MbICIN O TIOPbME WM O KaKOM-TO 3abpOLLUEHHOM KOPOIIEBCKOM 3aMKe. Jlerkui
BETEPOK MOLIEBENNT Haad (DOPTOM MOHMKLLUMIA U CMBABLUMIACA C drarTokoM dnar.
Mocnblwancs OoTAaneHHbIM ronoc Tpybbl. YacoBble NpoAo/Kanu XOoAUTb CBOWUM
pa3MepeHHbIM WwaroM. Ha nnauy nepea BXOAOM TpW WAM YeTblpe 4enoBeka (Ha
PacCTOSAHUN HEBO3MOXHO OblN0 pas3nNnyunTb, CONAATLI 3TO UKW HET) rPpy3unu Ha Tenery
MeLwKn. Ho Bce BOKpyr npebbiBanio B KAKOM-TO CTPAHHOM OLeNeHEHNN.

KanutaHn OpTuL TOXe OCTaHOBU/ICA M NOCMOTpen Ha KpenocTb.
— BoT oHa, — HENOHATHO 3a4eM NOSACHW OH.

[poro noayMasn: celyac OH CMPOCUT, KaK OHa MHE HPaBWUTCS, U OT OAHOMN 3TOW
MbIC/IN €My CTano He no cebe. Ho kanuTaH npomosnyarn.

HeT, kpenoctb bacTMaHMm C e€e HEeBbICOKMMM CTEeHaMM He OTAMYanacb
BHYLUMTENBHOCTbIO, HE 6bII0 B HEM HU KPAaCcOTbl, HX XXMBOMUCHOCTK, KOTOPblE NpUAAOT
TakvM COOpY>XeHUsIM 6alwHn M 6aCTUOHbI, HEe Bbl/I0 HUYEro, COBEPLLUEHHO HUYEro, YTO
Morno 6bl CKpacuTb 3Ty HaroTy, NopagoBaTb rnas. W Bce-Takn [poro, Kak 1 HakaHyHe,
KorAa CNOBHO 3a4apoBaHHbI cMOTpen Ha KpenocTb 13 rnybuHbl yulenbsl, No4yBCTBOBaN,
KaK ero cepaue HanosHSAETCS HEN3bSCHUMbIM BOCTOPIOM.

A 4TO Xe TaM, ganblue? 3a 3TUM HENpPUBETIMBLIM CTPOEHNEM, 3a 3TUMK 3ybuamu,
Ka3emaTamu, MOPOXOBbIMKM Morpebamu, 3aropaxusatowmmm 0630p? Kakon Mup
OTKpoeTCcs 3a HMMU? Kak BbIrnsiauT CeBepHOe KOPOMEBCTBO, KaMeHWUCTast MyCTblHS,
KOTOPYIO HUKTO M HUKOrAa He nepecekan? Ha kapTe, CMyTHO npuvnoMmnHan [poro, rno 1y
CTOPOHY FpaHuLbl TAHYNACS OOLUMPHBIN PaioH C OYeHb PeaKUMM 0B03HAYEHMSIMU, HO,
MOXET, C BbICOTbl KpenocTun Bce-Taku yaacTcs pa3rnsaeTb Kakoe-Hubyab cenexve, nyr,
AoM? inn TaM oHa TONbKO 6E3)XXM3HEHHAs! NYCTbIHA?



OH BApPYr NO4YYBCTBOBa/l CBOE OAMHOYECTBO, M BECb AapMEWCKMI KypaXX — CTOSb
€CTECTBEHHbIN NMpexae, Koraa KazapMeHHasi Xu3Hb Tekna 6e3 Tarot u 3aboT, koraa y
Hero Oblfl YIOTHbIA [0M, BECefible, KOMMAHENCKME MPUATENN U MasieHbKME HOYHbIE
NPUKITIOYEHNS B CafiaX, — BHE3AMNHO CNeTen ¢ Hero. KpenocTb npeacrana nepea H1UM Kak
OAMH M3 TeX HEeBEeAOMbIX MMPOB, O MPUYACTHOCTM K KOTOPbIM OH HMKOrAa M He
MOMBILLASA, HO HE MOTOMY, YTO K HUM Aylla He nexana, NpocTo OHWU Bbliv 6ECKOHEUYHO
Yy)XXKabl €My W Aaneku OT €ro MpYBbIYHOM XXM3HM. W 3TOT Mup 06s3biBal K OYEHb
MHOIOMY, He CyNsi HAYEro, YTo BbIXOAMIIO 6bl 3@ paMKM €ro NPSIMOSIMHENHbIX 3aKOHOB.

BepHyTbcsi! He nepectynue aaxke nopora KpenocTtu, BEpHYTbCS Ha paBHUHY, B CBOM
ropoa, K CTapbiM npuBblYkaM. BoT nepsoe, o yem nogyman [poro: nyckan noaobHas
cnaboCTb NOCTbIAHA ANS conpaTta, OH Aaxe Obll FOTOB, C/IM HYXXHO, OTKPbITO B HEW
NPU3HAaTbCH, Wb 6bl eMy paspeLumnnn Nockopee yexatb.

C ceBepa HaaBWrasncs NAoTHbIM 6enblii TyMaH, 3aKpbiBasi FOPU30HT U HaMo/3as Ha
3CKapnbl, @ MoA CTOSIMM B 3€HUTE COJIHLEM HEBO3MYTMMO, C/IOBHO aBTOMaThl,
OTMEepuBanM CBOM LWwaru YacoBble. KoHb [Jporo 3apyan. M BHOBb BoLapuiach Benunkas
TULLIMHA.

HakoHel [>xoBaHHM OTOpBan B3rnsg OT KpenocTv v MOKOCMACS Ha KanuTaHa,
HaJesiCb yCbllwaTb OT Hero oboapstowme cnosa. OpTUL TOXE CTOST HEMOABMXKHO U
MPUCTaNbHO pa3rnsiabiBan XenTble cTeHbl. OH, NPOXMBLUMIA 3A€Cb BOCEMHAALATb JET,
CMOTpEN Ha HWUX TaK, CMIOBHO eMy sIBUIOCb 4yao. Kasanocb, KanwuTaHy HWKOraa He
HaZoecT NtoboBaTbCs UMM, U yNblbka — pagoCTHasl U B TO XXE BPEMS FPyCTHasi — TUXO
CBETUIACb Ha ero nuue.

Cpasy xe no npubbiTun [poro sIBUICS K CTaplieMy aabloTaHTy Maviopy MatTtu.
JleiTeHaHT KapaynbHOM CNyx6bl — NPUBET/IMBbLIN U Pa3bUTHOM MONIOAON YenoBek Mo
nmeHn Kapno Mopenb — B35/1Cs1 TPOBOANUTb €ro No LeHTpanbHoi yact Kpenoctu. Yepes
NnoABOPOTHIO B rNybuHe 60MbWOro MyCTbIHHOrO ABOPA OHM MOMAnM B LUMPOKUA WU
6EeCKOHEYHO ANIMHHLING  Kopuaop. [lOTONOK ero TOHyn B MONyMpake, Koe-rae
npope3aeMoM TOHKMMU MONOCKaMKN CBETA U3 Y3EeHbKMX OKOLLEK.

TonbKO Ha BTOPOM 3Ta)ke UM Nonasncs HaBCTpeYy KakoM-To ConaaT C naykoum bymar.
Fonble CTeHbI, CbIPOCTb, TULUMHA, TYCK/bIN CBET — Ka3a/ocCb, BCe 3A4eCb AAaBHO 3abbinn,
YTO re-To B MMpE €elLLe PacTyT LBETbI, CMEKOTCS XEHLLUNHBI, FOCTENPUNMHO pacraxmuBatoT
CBOV ABepu AoMa. Bce B 3Ton KpenocTu 6bi10 NPOHUKHYTO AyXOM CaMOOTPEYEHMUS, HO
BO MMS Yero, paam Kakoro Takoro 6nara?

OHM yXXe MOAHSNINCb Ha TPETUA 3TaXk U LN MO KOPUAOPY, KOTOPbIM Bbl1 TOYHOM
KOMWemn Toro, HUXXHero. MHoraa oTkyaa-To u3-3a CTEH A0 HUX AONETaN MPUrYLLEHHbIN
PacCTOSIHUEM CMEX, 3BYy4YaBLUMI 30eCb KaK-TO HENpaBAONoA06HO.

Maiop MaTTu okasancs TONCTSKOM C MpeyBeMYeHHO padylHOM ynblokon. OH
cuaen B MPOCTOPHOM KabuHeTe 3a 60/MbLMM MUCbMEHHBIM CTO/IOM C AKKypaTHO
Pa3/IOXXEHHbIMM Ha HeM ByMaramu. Ha cTeHe BMCENM BbINOMHEHHLIM B Macne nopTpeT
Kopons 1 cabnsi Manopa, Anst KOTopoK 6bin BOUT cneumanbHbii KOMbILLEK.

[poro oTaan 4Yectb, NPeAacTaBuCs U, NPOTSHYB CBOWN IOKYMEHTbI, CTan O6bSICHAT,
YTO BOBCE He Npocun HazHa4yeHus B KpenocTb (Ans cebs OH yyke peLuns, YTo Npy NepBom
ke BO3MOKHOCTW NepeBefeTCcs B ApYroe Mecto), Ho MaTtTu nepebun ero:

— A 9 BeAb 3HaBan Ballero oTua, NenTeHaHT. bnaropogHeniumin 6bin YenoBek.
YBepeH, Bbl OKaXeTeCb [AOCTOVHbI ero namsitu. Ecnu He owwubatocb, OH 6bin
npeaceaaTenemM BepxoBHoro cyaa?

— HeT, rocnoavH Mamop, — otBeTwUn poro, — MoK oTeL 6bin BpayoM.



— AX fa, 4YepT BO3bMMU, A BCE CnyTasl, KOHEYHO XXe BpayoM, KOHEYHO.

MaTTh Ha Kakoe-TO MrHOBEHMe CMeLancsi, a [poro ycnen 3aMeTuTb, YTO OH BCe
BPEMSs MOAHOCUT NIEBYIO PYKY K BOPOTHUUKY, MbITasiCb NPUKPbITb KPYT/10€ XXMPHOE U SIBHO
cBeXee NSATHO Ha rpyaun. Ho Maiop 6bicTpo oBnaaen cobol.

— Pag BupeTtb Bac 34echb, — Npoaos/mkan OH. — 3HaeTe, 4YTo cka3an Ero Bennyecrso
MbeTpo TpeTnin? «KpenocTb bactnaHn — onnoT Moen KOPOoHbI». A 5 MOory A06aBUTb, UTO
CNyXuTb B 3Ton Kpenoctn — 6onbluasi YyecTb. Hagerocb, Bbl pa3gensieTe Moe MHEHMe,
NENTEHAHT?

Bce 3TO OH NPOM3HOCWU SIBHO MO MPWBLIYKE, KaK AABHbIM-AABHO 3aTBEPXXEHHLIN
YPOK, KOTOpbI/ BPEMSI OT BPEMEHWN MPUXOANTCS NOBTOPATb.

— Tak TOYHO, rocnoAnH Mawop, — cka3an [I)KoBaHHW, — Bbl COBEPLUEHHO MpaBbl, HO,
JIO/HKEH MPU3HATLCA, A1 MEHSI BCE 3TO HECKOJSIbKO HEOXWAaHHO. B ropoae s octaBun
CEMbIO W, EC/IM BO3MOXHO, Npeanoyen 6bl...

— O, ba Bbl, He yCMeB NnpuexaTb, YXe XOTUTE HAC MOKWUHYTb. Tak, 4To nn?
MpU3HaOCh, MEHSI 3TO OropyaeT, BECbMa OropyaeT.

— [leno He B MOUX xenaHusax. S He cMelo OGCY)KD,aTb... 51 XOTEN TONbKO...

— Bce sicHO, — npon3Hec Malop co B340XOM, Kak bbl AaBast MOHSATb, YTO TaKUe peun
ANSl HEr0 He HOBbl M OH JaXe roToB BOMTM B MOJIOXKEHME... — Bce SICHO: Bbl MHaye
npeacTaBnsin cebe Kpenoctb M cetyac HeMHOro obeckypaxkeHbl. Ho ckaxuTe YecTHo:
Kak Bbl MOXETE CyAUTb O HEMN, ecnun NpubbIIN BCEro HECKONIbKO MUHYT Ha3aa? Tosbko
YeCTHO...

— [ocnoamH Marop, — otBeTun [poro, — s HMYero He umero NpotuB Kpenoctw...
CoBepLueHHO Huyero. Ho s npeanoyen 6bl CIyXuTb B ropoge uim xota 6bl nobnmke K
HeMmy. MoiMnTe MeHsI. S C BaMM BMOJTHE OTKPOBEHEH M PAacCYMUTbIBAKO Ha Bally MOMOLLb...

— Hy KOHeYHO, KOHEeYHO! — BOCK/IMKHY/T MaTTKn, XOXOTHYB. — 1N TOro Hac croia v
noctasunun! CUMAKOM Mbl HAKOrO He AepXXWUM, OaXe 4acoBbIX. [1pOCTO MHe >anb, Mno-
MOEMY, Bbl XOPOLUMIA NapeHb...

Maiop MWHYTKY MOMOSYan, COBHO MoAbiCKMBas Bbixod. M B 3To Bpems [poro,
cnerka NnoBepHYB rOSIOBY HaneBo, MOCMOTPEN B OKHO, BbIXOAMBLUEE BO BHYTPEHHWI
ABOpP, W yBUAEN NPOTUBOMOIOXHYIO CTEHY, TaKYyl0 Xe, KaK U OCTasibHble, XXeNTOBaTY!IO,
3a/IMTYIO COMHUEM, C HEMHOMOYUC/TEHHBIMM YEPHBIMU NPSAMOYTrOfIbHUKaMKM OKOH. U ewwe
yacbl, MOKa3blBaBLUIME [fABa MOMOSYAHM, YacoBOro, C BWHTOBKOW Ha nevye
MPOXaXXMBAOLLErocs B3aa-Brepes no CTeHe, a Haa 34aHneM, BAann, B XKapKoM JHEBHOM
MapeBe — CKanuUCTyl ropy. bbina BmaHa TONbKO ee BepliMHa, cama no cebe He
npeacTaBnsiBWas HWYero ocobeHHoro. M Bce e 3TOT CKaiUCTbIM MUK CcTan Aans
[1>XoBaHHM [1poro nepeon BUAMMOWN UHTPUrYIOLWEN NPUMETOMN NereHaapHoro CEBEpHOro
rocyiapcTBa, KOTopoe yrpoxano Kpenoctu. A 4to e TaM, aanblie? Kakon-To TYCK/bIN
CBET, NpobMBasiCb CKBO3b TAry4yto AbIMKY, We oTTyAa. TyT Malop BHOBb 3aroBOpPUI:

— CKaxuTe, Bbl HEMPEMEHHO XOTWUTE yexaTb OTClOAa TOTYAC XKE WMNIM, MOXET,
NOAOXKAETE HECKONIbKO MecsLeB? HaM, noBTopsito, BCE paBHO... C (HOPMasibHON TOYKM
3peHusi, pasymeeTcs, — Ao6aBUI OH, YTOObl ClIOBa €ro He Mpo3ByYasM COBCEM YX
HEBEXJIMBO.

— Hy, pa3 s Mory yexaTb, — 0TBETUN [)KOBAHHW, NPUSITHO YAUBIIEHHbIN OTCYTCTBUMEM
KaKux-Mbo NpernoH, — pa3 s Mory yexaTb, TO, NOXasny#n, nyylle 3TO cAenaTb Ccpasy.

— Byapb no-BaLleMy, — ycrokoun ero Mamop. — Ho Toraa, ecnm yxx Bbl peLLnImn yexaTtb
TOTYaC, BaM Jyylle cka3aTbCsl 60MbHBIM. JIshkeTe B M30MATOP, NOHabnoaaeTecb TaMm
napy QOHeH W MNonyyuTe CnpaBky OT Bpadya. MHoOrMe BeAb HE BblAEPXMBAIOT
BbICOKOrOPHOIro KnnMarTa...



— Heyxenu 06s3aTenbHO NpUTBOPSTLCS 60/1bHBIM? — cripocun 1poro, He NobuBLLIMIA
BCAKMX MaxuHaLWN.

— O6s13aTenbHO? HeT! Ho 3T0 3HaUnTEeNbHO BCe YNPOCTUT. B NpOTMBHOM Cyyae Bam
cnepyeT nogaTb panopT C npockboi 0 nepeBoae, panopT 3TOT Hado ByaeT nepecnaTtb
BepxoBHOMY KOMaHAOBaHWIO, MOTOM >AaTb, Koraa BepxoBHOe KoMaHAoBaHue AacT
OTBET, B 00LLEM, Ha 3TO YMAET He MeHblUe ABYX Heaenb. Ho, rnaBHoe, B AENO0 NpUAETCS
BMeLLATbCA rOCNOAMHY MOJIKOBHUKY, @ BOT 3TOro s 6bl Kak pa3 xoten usbexarb. Takune
BEWM eMy He Mo Aylwe, OH O4YeHb MnepexuBaeT, Aa-Aa, WUMEHHO MnepexuBaerT,
BOCMPUHUMAs BCe 3TO Kak ockopbneHue ceoer Kpenoctu. Tak BOT, Ha BalleM MecTe —
rOBOPIO BaM CO BCEN OTKPOBEHHOCTbIO — s1 Bbl MOCTapancs n3bexars...

— MNpocTuTe, rocnoavH Mamop, — oTBeTUN Iporo, — 51 e He 3Han... Ecnvn Mol oTbesp
MOXET MHe NoBpeanTb, TorAa Apyroe Aeno.

— Hn B KoeM cnyyae, nenmTeHaHT. Bbl MeHs He NoHsNW. Balua kapbepa HuKak oT
3TOro He noctpadaeT. TyT... Kak Obl Monyylle O6bSICHWUTD... 3TAaKUN HIOAHC, YTO JN...
KoHeYHO, Kak s BaM Yyxe CKasan, rocrnoguHy MONKOBHUKY MNOAOGHasi ucTopusi He
AOCTaBUT yA40BO/LCTBUA. HO ecnu Bbl TBEPAO PELLUIN...

— HeT-HeT, — oTKNMKHyNca [poro, — ecnn Bce 06CTOUT Tak, Kak Bbl CKa3anu, TO
nyyule yXk MHe NoAy4YuTb MEAMUMHCKYHO CNpaBKy.

— Ecnm TonbKo... — MaTTh BKpaa4MBO YyNbIGHYNCA U HE 3aKOHUMN dpasy.
- YT107?...

— Ecnu Tonbko Bbl HE cornacuTechb OCTaTbCA 34eCb Ha YeTblpe Mecdua, YTo 6b1n0
6bl caMbIM JTy4LlIMM BbIXOOM M3 MOJIOXKEHUA.

— Ha yeTblpe Mecsua? — nepecnpocun poro, HECKOMbKO pa30yapoBaHHbIv: Beab
nepea HUM yxxe OTKpbIBanach NepcnekTuea 6/nM3Koro oTbe3aa.

— YeTblpe Mecsaua, — noaTBepann MatTtu. — Torga BCs npoueaypa 3HauYUTeSNbHO
ynpoctutca. [loHMMaeTe, y Hac [ABaxabl B roAy BCE MPOXOAAT MEAULIMHCKOE
0CBMAETENBCTBOBAHUE. ITO NpeaAnnchIBaeTcs ycTaBoM. OuepeaHoe byaeT Yepes YeTbipe
Mecsiua. 1 Bac, No-MoOeMy, 3TO CaMblil yYLLniA BapuaHT. A yX 0 TOM, YTO6bl KOMUCCHUSI
npu3Hana Bac HEroAHbIM K Cny6e B HALLKMX YCNIOBUSIX, MO3BO/bTE N03aboTUTLCS MHE.
Bbl MOoXxeTe 6blTb abCOMOTHO CMOKOMHbLI. KpoMe TOro, — nNpoAo/mkan OH nocne
He60MbLLIOW Nay3bl, — YeTbIpe Mecsilla — 3TO YeTbIpe MecsiLia, UX BMOJSIHE AOCTATOYHO ANls
BblZIau¥ XapaKTEPUCTMKN. He COMHEBAIOCh, UTO rOCMOAMH NOJIKOBHUK BaM ee aacT. Camu
3HaeTe, KaKoe 3HauYeHMe MMEET NS Balleil Kapbepbl OT3blB C MEPBOro Mecta Ciyx6bl.
Ho paBaliTe ycnoBuMcs, YTobbl He 6b1710 HEAOPa3yMEHWIA: 3TO BCErO fLLUb MO COBET, a
Y>XX Bbl BOJIbHbI PELLATb...

— [a, rocnoauH Mariop, — oTBeTUN [poro. — 9 04eHb XOPOLLUO Bac MOHS.

— Xu13Hb Y Hac HeTsHkenasi, — NPOM3HEC Manop C HaXXMMOM, — raBHOE Halle Aeno
— HECTU KapaysnbHyto cryx6by. A HoBbI peayT, rae OTBETCTBEHHOCTM NMobONbLIE, BaM,
Kak HOBMYKY, KOHEYHO, HEe A0BepAT. Huuero TpyaHoro, MoxeTte He 6ecnokontbcs. BoT
pa3Be YTO CKYYHOBATO BaAM MOKAXETCH...

Ho [poro yxe noYTM He Chywan: ero BHUMAHWE MOYEMY-TO MPUKOBbIBAJ
NPsSIMOYrO/IbHUK OKHa W BWAHEBLUMICA HaA MPOTUBOMONIOXHOW CTeHon Kpenoctu
CKanucTbiM NUK. Kakoe-To cTpaHHoe, 6e30TYETHOE 4YyBCTBO 3akpanocb B Ayuly
[koBaHHM, 3Takui, BO3MOXHO, Aa)ke rNynbl, abCcypaHbii, HE MMeLMI noa cobon
HMKAKOM MOYBbI MHTEPEC.

1 B TO e BpeMs OH Kak 6yaATO HEMHOro ycriokouscs. EMy Bce elle XoTenocb yexaTb
OTClOfa, HO HE TaK CTPACTHO, Kak paHbliue. OH yXe UYyTb NI He CTbIAWICS OTYasHUS,



OXBaTMBLLErO €ro B NepBbIi MOMEHT. YTO Xe OH, XyXe Apyrux? HemMeaneHHbIn oTbesa,
AyMan OH Tenepb, BbIrnsiaen 6bl Kak npu3HaHWe co6CTBEHHOM HEMOSTHOLEHHOCTU. Tak
camontobure 60ponock B HEM C TArOM K NPUBbLIYHOM AOMALLHEN XU3HU.

— locnoanH Maliop, — ckasan [poro. — 1 6narofapeH BaM 3a COBETbI, HO MO3BOJIbTE
MHe rnogymaTtb A0 3aBTpa.

— BoT 1 oTnnyHo! — oTKNMKHYNCa MaTTn, He CKpbiBasd CBOEro YAOBNETBOPEHNS. — A
Kak 6blTb cerogHs BeyepoM? XoTuTe, 4TObbl Bac NpeacTaBuiv NOIKOBHUKY 3a CTOJSIOM,
UnNun npegnoyvmMTaeTe OCTaBUTb BONPOC OTKPbITbIM?

— Hy yt0o X, — oTBeTMNn [KOBaHHW, — A Monarato, NpATaTbCs 6EeCCMbICNIEHHO,
0COBEHHO €C/NM A BCE XKE peLly 3a/1epXaThCs Ha YETbIPE MecsLa.

— Moxanyu, Bbl MpaBbl, — CKa3an Manop. — Tak Bbl byaeTe 4yBCTBOBaTb Cebs
yBepeHHee. BOT yBMaMTE, KakOM y HAC CMaBHbI Hapod, a oduuepsbl... HacTosLas
rBapausi.

MaTTn ynblbHynca, u Jporo MOHs, YTO nopa YXOAUTb, HO OH BCE XX€ Crpocun,
CTapasiCb rOBOPUTb KaK MOXXHO CMOKOMHee:

— locnoanH Maiop, MOXHO MHe B3rfsiHYyTb Ha ceBep? XOYETCS MOCMOTPETb, UTO
TaM, 3a CTEHaMMU.

— 3a CTeHaMu1? — yauMBUIICS Maliop. — Bac 4To, NpuBeKatoT KPacoTbl MECTHOCTM?

— OAWH ToNbKO B3rNsiA, rocnoAvH Marop, NPocTo M3 NtobonbITCTBa. [OBOPST, TaM
MYCTbIHS, @ 51 €Lle HUKOrAa He BUAEN NYCTbIHb.

— OHa He CTOMT Ballero BHWUMaHWA, nenWTeHaHT. OAHoobpasHbIA nensax,
COBEPLUEHHO HUYEro MHTEpecHOro. HanpacHas TpaTa BpeMeHH, yBepsito Bac.

— S He HacTauBalo, rocroauH Mamop, — oTBeTun [poro. — S He 3Han, 4To 3TO
COMpSXXeHO C KaKUMU-TO TPYAHOCTAMM.

Maiiop MaTTh NOYTU YTO MOSIUTBEHHO C/TOXKMUT CBOM NyX/ble Nasblbl.

— Moxanyn, 3To, — CKas3an OH, — €AMHCTBEHHAs BELlb, KOTOPYIO 1 HE MOry BaM
Nno3BO/NTb. Ha CTeHbl M B KapaysibHble MOCTbl AOMYCKAKOTCA TOMIbKO NMua, Hecylue
Cnyx06y: Hy>XHO 3HaTb Naposib.

— W HUKaKNX UCKNIOYEHMI, Aaxxe ana oduuepa?

— [axe ansa oduuepa. Ax, S9-To BaC NOHMMA0: BaM, FOPOACKMM, NogobHbIe Menoun
KaXkyTCsl CMeLLUHbIMK. W maponb TaM y Bac He Takas yX Benvkas TalHa. A 34ecb Aeno
Apyroe.

— MpocTnTe MO HA30MIMBOCTb, FOCMOANH Malop...

— Cnywato, cnywato Bac, NeNTEHaHT.

— 1 XOTen CnpocuUTb, HEYXenu 34eCb HET HUKAKOW aMbpasypbl, HMKAKOro OKHa,
OTKyZa 6bl 1 MOr B3rNSIHYTb...

— Ectb 0aHO. U TO B KabuHeTe rocnogmHa NosKoBHMKA. YBbl, HUKTO He no3aboTuncs
o 6enbBeaepe Ansa N6ONbITCTBYOWMX. [la U HE CTOMT OHa TOro, 3Ta NaHOpaMa, HUYero
NMpUMEeYaTEeNIbHOro B HEN HET. ECnn Bbl pelumTe 34eCb OCTaTbCsl, OHA BaM eLle HaZl0ecT.

— Cnacubo, rocnoauH Maiop. Kakue 6yayT pacnopsbkeHus? — cnpocun [poro,
BbITArMBASACH B CTPYHKY.

MaTTu Apy>XecKn MaxHyn pyKow.

— [lo cBUAaHusI, nelTeHaHT. U BbIKMHbTE 3TO M3 rofloBbl. BaHaNbHENLWWIA, HUYEM He
npuMeYaTesbHbIN Nensax, NoBepbTe Ha CIOBO.



Ho B TOT ke Beuep nenTeHaHT Mopenb, cAaB AEXYPCTBO MO OXpaHe, TakoM OTBEN
[poro Ha CcTeHy.

[NWHHBIN KOPMAOP, OCBELLEHHbIN peakuMn OHapSMK, TSHYCS BAOSIb BCEX CTEH —
OT OAHOr0 KOHUA rnepesana Ao Apyroro. Bpemsa oT BpeMeHu Ha nyTu nonaganvcb ABepu:
CKNnafbl, MacTepckue, kapaynku. 1o TpeTbero peayTta NpuLLIIOCL NPOMTM METPOB CTO
NATbAECAT, HE MeHbllue. Y ABepen CTOST BOOPYXXEHHbIN 4acoBoW. Mopenb nonpocun
BbI3BaTb Ha4ya/lbHWKa Kapay/a nenTeHaHTa [poTTy.

Tak, B HapyLLeHue ycTaBa, OHM BblIbpanuncb Ha cTeHy. CHavana [>koBaHHW OKa3arics
B TECHOM npoxozae, rae noa cboHapeM BUCEN CMMCOK KapaybHbIX.

— Hy naem xe! — oknukHyn ero Mopenb. — He gan bor, KTo HarpsiHeT.

[lporo nocneaosan 3a HWUM MO Y3KOM NleCeEHKe, KOTopas Bena HaBepX, Ha OTKPbITbIN
BO34yX, Ha ackapn. OXpaHsBLUeMY 3TOT Y4aCTOK YacoBOMy Mopenb caenan 3Hak, kak obl
roBops, 4TO (hOPMaNbHOCTU TYT HU K YeMy.

Bapyr nepen [1XOBaHHM BbIPOCAM 3yOLbl Hapy>XHOW CTEHbl, @ 3a HWMK, BCA B
3aKaTHOM 3apeBe, MpOCTepfacb PaBHWMHA, OTKPbIB HAKOHEL, B3rnsiay TaWHCTBEHHbIN
cesep.

[lporo aaxe cnerka nobneaHen, B oLeNeHeHNN co3epLast 3Ty KapTuHY. bavbxaniunii
K HEMY YacOBOWM TOXE 3aCTblN1 HEMOABWXKHO, @ Ha Kpblnax CyMepeK OnycTunack, okyTana
BCE BOKPYI Benukas TUWnHa. He B cunax otBecTy B3rnag, [Aporo cnpocwsn:

— A ganblie? Y1o TaM, 3a 3TMMKM cKanaMm? BCE BOT TakK — A0 CaMOro KoHua?

— Hukorpga He Buaen, — otBeTun Mopernb. — [1ns 3Toro Hy>Ho nobbiBaTb HA HOBOM
penyTe, BOH Ha ToW BepluMHe. OTTyAa NPoCMaTpMBaETCs BCS paBHMHA. [0BOpAT...

Mopesnb ocekcs.

— Y10 roeopsat? — cnpocun [poro, v ronoc ero AporHyn, BblAaBas Kakoe-TO
CTpaHHOE BOJIHEHME.

— ['0BOPAT, TaM CM/IOLWHbIE KAMHKU, YTO-TO BPOAE MYCTbIHW... I KAMHU 3TKN, rOBOPAT,
6enble, 6yaTo cHer.

— CnnowHble kaMHKU? U Bce?

— Tak rosopsiT. A koe-rae ewe n 6onota.

— Ho Tam, Baaneke, Ha CaMOM CeBepe, MOXXHO BCe-Taku YTo-HMbyab pa3rnsaaeTb?

— loOp130HT 06bIYHO B TyMaHe, — cka3an Mopesnb, MOYEMY-TO pacTepsiBLUNIA BCHO
CBOIO MPUBETIMBOCTb M b6ecliaballHoCTb. — M3-3a 3TUX CEBEPHbIX TYMAHOB HUYEro He
BUAHO.

— TyMaHbI! — BockMkHyn [lporo. — Ho He Bceraa e oHu TaM, 6bIBaloT e, HaBepHO,
N SCHbIE [IHMN.

— MoyTK He BbIBatOT — Aaxke 3MMoK. Ho HekoTopble yTBepXAatoT, 6yaTo BUAENMN. ..

— Bupenu? Yrto?

— [la npurpesnnocb UM BCe, NpUrpe3nsiocb: pa3se MOXXHO BepuTb congatam? OauH
roBOPUT OAHO, ApYyrov — apyroe. KTo yBepsieT, uTo Buaen 6enbie 6alliHn, a KTo roBOpwT,
6yaTo pasrnsgen Kypawmnucs BynkaH — OTTyda, Mof, M TyMmadbl. Cam OpTuu, Halw
KanuTaH, yTBEPXXAAET, YTO OH BUAES... IeT NATb Ha3ad... Ecnv Beputb eMy, Tak Tam ecTb
Kakoe-TO NpOA0/IroBaToe YepHoOe NSATHO — fleca, A0/MKHO ObiTh.

OHn nomonuyanu. e xe [poro Mor Bce 3TO BuAeTb? MoxeT, BO cHe? Unu
HapucoBan B BOODpaXkeHuM, NpounTaB Kakylo-HMbyab CTapylo cka3ky? Kasanocb, OH
y3Han 3TW paccCbiNaloliMecss HEBLICOKME CKasbl, M3BWIUCTYIO [ONMHY 6e3 BCAKOM
pacTUTEeNbHOCTK, 6e3 eAMHOro 3eneHOro MATHLbIWKA, JIOMaHble SIMHUKM 0OpbIBOB U,
HaKOHELl, 3TOT TPEeYrofbHWK 6e3M0AHOM MYCTbiHW, NPOCMATPUBAIOLLMICA MexXay



TOpYalWMMK Brepean CKanucTbiMM BbICTyMamMu rop. Bce, 4To OH Buaen, poxzano
HEMOHSTHBIA OT3BYK B CaMOM rybuHe ero AyLlin, Ho pa3obpaTbCst B CBOMX YyBCTBAX OH
He Mor.

[lporo pasrnsabiBan cenyac yrosiok CEBEPHOr0 MMpa, MEPTBYIO PaBHUHY, KOTOPY!O,
KaK CUMTalOT, HUKOrAa HUKTO He nepecekan. Hukoraa € TOM CTOPOHbI HE NOAXoAMNn
Bparu, HAKOra TaM He 6bl/I0 HUKaKMUX Cpa)KeHWM, HUKOMAA HUYEro He C/y4anoch.

— Hy kak? — cnpocun Mopenb, CTapasicb, YTobbl rosioc ero 3sy4dan 604po. — Hy kak?
Hpasutca?

— [a-a-al... — ToNbKO M cMor BbIMOMBUTL [poro. Kakue-to HedACHble XXenaHus
bylwesanu y Hero B rpyan, CMewnBasicb ¢ 6€30TYETHLIM CTPaXOoM.

OTKyZa-TO A0 HUX AIOHECCS KOPOTKUA CUrHan Tpyobil.
— Tenepb Tebe nydlue yiuTHn, — nocoBetoBan Mopenb.

Ho, norpy>keHHbIli B cebst 1 YNOPHO MbITAOLWMICS YTO-TO BCMOMHUTb, [XKOBaHHU
6yaTo M He cnblwan ero. 3akaT NOCTEeMNeHHO yracan, BeTep, Npoby>XAEHHbIN TEHSMM,
oBeBasn Kybuueckue ctpoeHusi Kpenoctu. YacoBoi, uTobbl COrpeTbcsi, CTas BHOBb
BbllUarMBaTb B3ajA-Brepea, TO M Aeno MOornsiabiBas Ha He3HakoMoro emy [KOBaHHM

[Aporo.
— Tenepb Tebe nyywe yiTn, — nosTopun Mopenb, 6eps ToBapuLlia noa pyky.
v

[poro He 60s71Ca OCTaBaTbCA OAWMH: KaK-TO, ewe pebeHkoM, OH 3abnyauncsa 3a
ropoAoM, cny4yanocb eMy 6poanTb 1 MO HOYHBIM YIMLUAM — 3TOMY LI@pCTBY MPEeCTYMHOCTMU.
Anun B3sTb XOTb BUYEpaALUHMI BeYep, KOraa eMy MpULLIOCh 3aHOYEBaTb Ha aopore... Ho
cerMyac 6bINnO0 COBCEM He TO, cCenyac, Koraa ynernocb BO30YXAeHWe OT [A0Nroro
NyTELIECTBUNS U €r0 HOBbIE TOBAPWLLIM YXKE CMann, OH, FPYCTHbIN U pacTePSIHHbINA, CUAEn
npu ceBeTe namnbl y cebsi B KOMHaTE Ha Kparo MOCTesnu: BOT KOrA4a OH Mo-HacTosiemy
MOHSM, YTO Takoe oamHoyecTBO. (KomHaTa 6binia, B obweM, Hennoxas, ¢ obWnTbIMK
[NEPEBOM CTEHaMW, 6ONbLLOW KPOBaTbiO, FPOMO3AKMM AMBAHOM U LukadoM.) Bctpetunm
[>KOBaHHW pagyLHO, 3@ CTO/IOM pacnuin B €ro 4eCTb 6yTbII0UKY, HO MOTOM M AyMaTb O
HeM 3abbiny (Hag KpoBaTblO BUCENO AEPEBSIHHOE pacnsiTue, Ha MPOTMBOMOJSIOXKHOM
CTEHe — CTapuHHAs rpaBlopa C AJMHHOM 3nuTaduMeln, Hayano KOTOpPOW [Nacuio:
«Humanissimi Viri Francisci Angloisi virtutibus»[ll), 3a BClo HOYb HUKTO He MpuAET ero
npoBeaaTb, BO Bce KpenocT HUKTO O HEM U He BCMOMHUT. [la kakoe TaM B KpenocTtu
— B LIE/IOM CBETE, HAaBEPHO, He HAWAETCS XXMBOW AyLUM, KOTOPOW €CTb AEN0 [0 Hero,
[koBaHHM [poro; Kaxkabli eaBa ycrnieBaeT 0 cebe no3aboTUTbCA; AaXe MaMma, Aaa,
BO3MOXHO, AaXe OHa B 3Ty MUHYTY AyMaeT O APYroM — BeAb OH Yy Hee He oauH. O
[KOBaHHM OHa BCMOMMHANa BeCb AeHb, Tenepb HaAO YAENUTb HEMHOrO BHUMAHUS U
OCTanbHbIM. M 3TO 6bonee yeM cnpaseannBo, NpusHaesan poro 6e3 TeHn 0bmabl, HO Bedb
MMEHHO OH, @ He KTO-TO ZIpyron cuamuT cenydac B KpenocTy Ha Kpato KpoBaTu (Tenepb OH
3aMeTUN elle, 4YTO Ha [AEepeBSIHHOM OOLIMBKE CTeHbl TLLATENbHO Bbipe3aHa B
HaTypanbHY BETMUYMHY W pacKpalleHa, Hy MPSAMO KakK HacToswas, cabnsa — 3Takun nnoa,
KpONoOT/AMBOro TpyAa Kakoro-Hnbyab oduuepa, XMBLLEro 34ecb bor 3HaeT CKoNbKo net
TOMYy Hasaj), Aa, CMAWUT Ha Kpakto KpoBaTW, CKIOHMB rOMOBY, CCYTYNMBLUMUCL, TYMoO W
H6eccMbICNeHHO rNsias NO CTOPOHAM, M YyBCTBYET Cebsl Kak HMKOraa OANHOKUM.

HakoHel, caenaB Hag coboi ycunue, [poro NoAHANACS, OTKPbIN OKHO, BbIFASHYN
Hapy>y. OKHO BbIXOAWIO BO ABOP, U HNYEro, KpoMe ABopa, He 6b110 BUAHO. MoCcKobKy
OHO 6bI0 06palleHO Ha tor, [DKOBaAHHM MOMbITanca pasrnsaaeTb B TEMHOTE ropbl,
KOTOpble €My MpULIIOCL NPeoaoneBaTb MO MyTM B KpenocTb;, YacTUYHO CKpbITble
NPOTUBOMOIOXHOW CTEHOMN, OHU Ka3asnuCb HUXE.
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CBeT ropen TO/IbKO B TPEX OKHAax, HO BCE OHM HaXOAWIUCb Ha OAHOM chacaae, U
3arnsiHyTb B HMX 6blN10 HEBO3MOXHO. CBET M3 HUX TaK Xe, KaK U U3 ero okHa, nagan Ha
NMPOTUBOMOMOXHYI CTEHY OrPOMHbLIMU BbITSIHYTbIMU NPSAMOYrONbHMKAaMW, B OZHOM W3
KOTOpPbIX ABWranacb TeHb: HABEPHO, KaKOM-HMOYAb oduLep roTOBUCS KO CHY.

[poro 3aKkpblal OKHO, pasfencs, ner B NOCTeNb U HECKOSIbKO MUHYT npeaaBascs
pa3MbILLIEHNAM, TNSAS B NOTOMOK, TOXe 06WnTbIM AepeBoM. OH 3abbin B35ITb C CO6OM
YTO-HMOYAb NOYUTATb, HO B 3TOT BEYEP MOXHO 6bl10 06OUTUCHE M 6€3 UTEHNUS — OYEHb
YX XOTenocb cnatb. [poro noracun namny. MNocteneHHo B TEMHOTe CTan NpocTynaTb
CBET/IbIN NPSIMOYrO/IbHUK OKHA, U OH YBMAEN MepLaHue 3Be3.

HaBanuBlieecs Ha HEro oueneHeHWe, Kasanocb, YXKe rpaHUuMT CO CHOM. TOJbKO
C/IMLIKOM YXX OTYET/IMBO OH 3TO co3HaBan. CyMOypHble, MOXOXMWE Ha CHOBUAEHMWE
KapTWHbI MOMMbIN Yy HEro nepea rfasamv U Hadyanu Aaxe CKIaablBaTbCs B KaKYO-TO
MCTOPUIO, HO Yepe3 HECKONIbKO MFHOBEHUI OH 3aMETWJI, YTO BCe ellle 60ApCTBYET.

N BoobLE cnaTb pacxoTenocb — TaK ropa3wnia ero BCeobbeMstowas TULIMHA.
[laneko-aneko — yXX He Mno4vyaunocb Nv emy? — KTO-TO KawnsHyn. [oToM psaoMm
pasganocb craboe xstonaHbe BOAbl, OTPaXXEHHOe CTeHaMu. ManeHbkas 3eneHoBaTas
3Be3aa (OH BUAEN ee, He NOAHUMAs FOfloBbl) B CBOEM HOYHOM ABMXKEHUM Yxxe Aobpanacb
[0 BEPXHEro Yyrna OKHa: CKOPO OHAa MCYE3HET. U AeNCTBUTENbHO, CBEPKHYB UCKPOW Y
CaMoro Kpasi TEMHOW paMbl, 3Be3aa nponana. [poro 3axoTenocb €lle HEMHOro
NpPOCNEeANTb 3@ HEMN B3rNSIAOM, U OH BbITSIHY LWE0. B 3TOT MOMEHT OMsiTh MNOC/bILLAN0Ch
«XJIOM» — TaKOM 3BYK M3AAET WNENaoLWMAca B Boay NpeaMeT. NHTepecHo, NoBTOpUTCS
OH ewwe? [lporo Hanpsir Cyx M CTan XAaTb: HE Pa3AacTcs v elle 3TOT 3BYK, HABOASLLMNA
Ha MbIC/IN O NOA3EMENbSX, TPSICUHE, 3abpOoLUEHHbIX AoMaX. BpeMst 3aMepno, abcontoTHast
TULIMHA, Ka3an0Cb, OKOHYATENbHO 3aBnagena Kpenocrbto. M cHoBa B MO3ry 3apouinch
6eccBsiI3Hble KapTUHbI NMPEXHEN [aneKomn XU3HW.

«Xnon!» OnsTb 3TOT NPOTMBHLIA 3BYK. [lporo cen. BbIxoguT, OH perynsipHo
MOBTOPSIETCS; MNocneaHee XxonaHbe 6bl10 He crnabee npexHux, cneaoBaTenbHO,
paccYMTbIBaTb Ha TO, YTO €ro HEBMAMMbIV UCTOYHUK UCCAKHET, HE Npuxoamnock. Pa3se
TYT yCHews? [Iporo BCMOMHWI, YTO PSAAOM C KPOBATbi BUCUT LUHYPOK — MOXET, 3TO
KONMOKONbYMK? OH MOTSHY/ 3@ HEro, LWHYPOK NOAAANCS, U rAe-TO B NabupuHTax 34aHns
NnoCnbIWanocb easa pasiMvyMMoe KOpOTKOe TpeHbKaHbe. Kakaa rnynoctb, ONOMHWUICA
[lporo, TpeBOXMWTb NtoAen n3-3a Yenyxu. Bnpouem, Bpsig N1 KTO NpUAET.

OfHako [0BOSIbHO CKOPO B Kopuaope npo3ByYanu npubavxatowmecs waru, u
HaKOHeL, KTO-TO NOCTyYan B ABepb.

— Bonaute! — ckasan [poro.

Ha nopore Bblpoc conaat ¢ poHapeM B pyke.

— Cnywato Bac, rocnofmH nemMTeHaHT!

— 34ecb HEBO3MOXHO chaTb, 4YepT nobepu! — caepxuBas SIpOCTb, BOCK/MKHYN
[DKOBaHHW. — YTO 3TO 3a OTBpATUTENbHbLIN 3BYK? MOXET, NoATEKAeT Kakas-Hubyab
Tpyba? [llpoBepb M npekpatu 310 6e306pasue. COBEPLUEHHO HEBO3MOXHO YCHYTb.
BblBaeT, 4OCTAaTOYHO NPOCTO TPSMKY MNOASIOXKUTD.

— DTO UMCTepHa, — TOTYac OTBETUN CONMAAT, CIOBHO 3Has 3apaHee, O YeM peyb. —
3TO uMCTepHa, roCcnoavH NIENTEHAHT, HAYEro He NoAenaeLlb.

— UucrepHa?

— [a, rocnoanH neTeHaHT, — NyCTUNICS B 06bSICHEHWS conaaT, — Kak pa3 3a 3ToW
CTEHKOM HaxoAWUTCS LMCTEpPHa C BOAOW. Bce xanyroTcs, HO HUYEM TyT NOMOYb HEsb3sl.
He Tonbko y Bac cnbiwHO. U rocnoanH kanutaH ®oHLA30 MHOrAa pyraeTcs, Aa TONbKO
HUYEero He nogenaeLlb.



— NNapgHo, Toraa ctynan! — ckasan Aporo.

[lBepb 3aKpbifack, Warv CTUXAn, U BHOBb pa3fiMfiach TULLIMHA; MO-NPEXHEMY B OKHE
6nectenn 3Be3abl. Tenepb [PKOBaHHM AyMan O YacoBbIX, XOAMBLUMX B HECKOSbKMX
METpax OT HEro, C/OBHO 3aBefeHHble, Tyaa-cioda, 6e3 nepepbiBa. [ecaTtku noaen
604pCTBYIOT, @ OH NEXMUT B MOCTENN, CUMTas, YTO BCE BOKPYr MOrPy>XeHo B COH. [a,
AECATKM, AyMan [poro, HO KOMY 3TO HY)XXHO W Ans 4ero? BoeHHbit dopManusm B
Kpenoctu noBeaeH, noxoxe, A0 abcypaHoro coBeplueHcTBa. COTHM NOAEN OXpaHsIoT
nepeBan, Yepe3 KOTOpbI HUKTO He cobupaeTcs nepexoauTtb! YexaTb OTcloda, yexaTb
KaK MOXHO cKopee, AyMan [KOBaHHM, BbiGpaTbCA Ha CBEXW BO3AyX, Nnopasbliue OT
3TOro CTpaHHOro Mecta. O MUnbIN poaHol AoM! MaMa ceityac, KOHEUHO, YXXe CMUT, CBET
BCloAy NoralleH. A BAPYr UMEHHO B 3Ty MUHYTY OHa BCMOMHWMA O HeM? OuyeHb Aaxe
BEPOSITHO, OH XOPOLLO €€ 3HAET: /Ito6ast MeNoYb MOXET TakK €€ Pa3BOJSIHOBATb, UTO HOYbIO
OHa He HaxoauT cebe NMoKosi — BCE BOPOYAETCS B MOCTENN.

Ewe pa3 xaonHyna uMcTepHa, elle oaHa 3Be3da ylla 3a paMy OKHa: CBET ee
NpoAoc/MKan AOCTUraTb 3eM/M, 3ckaprnoB KpenocTu, 6ecrnokovHbIX a3 4acoBblX, HO
TONbKO He [IXoBaHHM [1poro, KOTOpbIN XAan CHa M HUKaK He MOT YCHYTb OT Tep3aBLUMX
€ro HelobpbIX MbICNEN.

A 4TO, ecnu BCe 3aBepeHnss MaTTu — NPOCTO-HANPOCTO KoMeans? YTo, ecnn ero He
OTMYCTAT OTCloAa M Yepe3 YeTbipe Mecsua? Mo)Ho Beflb NpuayMaTb Maccy Npeanoros,
COCNaTbCA Ha 34€ELHNE NOPSIAKM U HE pa3peLllnTb eMy BEPHYTLCS B ropod. A ecnun emy
CY)XAEHO MPOXWUTb 3A€Cb AONATME roAbl MU BOT B 3TOM KOMHAaTe, Ha 3TOW XONOAHOW
nocTeny NpoBeCTM BCO CBOKO MonoaocTb? Kakon abeypa, ayman [poro, co3HaBasi, CKosb
Henenbl ero NPeAnosioXEHNS, U BCE XE He MOI COBCEM OTOrHaTb TPEBOXHbIE MbIC/N:
OHW BHOBb M BHOBb OB/lafieBanv UM, ycyrybnsiemble 0AMHOYECTBOM M TEMHOTOMN.

Bapyr eMy HauMHano KasaTbCsl, YTO MPOTMB HErO 3aMbILLISIOTCS KaKne-To KO3HM,
LIe/Tb KOTOPbIX — 3a/lePXXaTh €ro 31echb. M 3aBUCUT 3TO, CKOPEE BCErO, AAXE He OT MaTTu.
Hu eMy, HWM NOMKOBHMKY, HU KOMY-NMB0 M3 Npoumx odULEPOB HET HUKAKOrO Aena Ao
[lporo: ocTaHeTCsl OH WK YeaeT — UM COBEPLLEHHO 6e3pasninyHo. M Bce xe Kakas-To
HEBeIoOMasi cula NPENATCTBYET €ro BO3BPALUEHUIO B ropof; BO3MOXHO, XOTSl CaM OH
TOro He 3aMeYasn, OHa rHe3AWTCA B ero CO6CTBEHHOW AyLle.

MoToM [DKOBaHHM yBMAEN KaKOW-TO MOPTMK, KOHS Ha 6enov popore, emy
no4vyamnnochb, YTO KTO-TO 30BET €ro rno MMeHU, 1 OH MOrpy3unsics B COH.

Vv

Ha cnepytowmii Beyep >koBaHHM [poro BnepBble NPUHST AEXYPCTBO HA TPETLEM
peayTe. B wecTb YyacoB Beyepa BO ABope OblM NOCTPOEHbI CEMb Kapay/ibHbIX OTPSAOB:
Tpy ans opTa, YeTbipe Ans hraHroBbix peayToB. BocbMon oTpsa, NpeaHa3HauYaBLUMIACS
Ana HoBOro peayTta, BbICTYNWA paHblue: Aopora TyAa 3aHuWMana AOBOJSIbHO MHOro
BpEeMEHMW.

BeTepaH Kpenoctu cTapwmi cepxxaHT TpOHK MOBen Ha TPEeTUA peayT ABaauaTb
BOCEMb YENOBEK, C MOPHUCTOM — [ABaAuUaTb AeBSATb. Bce OHWM 6binnM M3 BTOPOW POThI
kanutaHa OpTuvua, Kyda noayyun HasHadeHne U [DKOBaHHU. [poro npuHAn
KOMaHAOBaHWE Kapay/loM M BblHYN M3 HOXeH wnary. CemMb 3acTynarowux B Kapayn
OTPSIA0B ObINN BLICTPOEHBI NEPEHANKYNSPHO K 34aHMI0 opTa, a KOMeHAaHT KpenocTu,
MONKOBHUK, Habnoaan 3a HAMM U3 OKHa — Takasl 3[ecb 6bina Tpaauumsl. Ha >xenTon
yTpaMboBaHHOW 3eM/ie ABOpa 06pa30BasiCsl KpacuBbI YEPHbIN PUCYHOK.

OunweHHoe BeTpoM Hebo Hag KpenocTbio CUsifio, @ NocnegHue COMHEYHbIE Nyyn

paccekai HaANCKOCOK €€ CTEHbI. Crosan CeHTFI6prKMl>'I Be4yep. 3aMecTuTeNb KOMeHaaHTa
NnoAnNoNKOBHMK HMKOM03K, ONMpasaCch Ha wWwnary u npuxpambiBas — CTapas paHa, — Bbllen



13 Bepein KOMeHAATYpbl. B TOT AeHb NOBEPsIIOWMM BblN1 340POBEHHBIN KanuTaH MOHTU.
OH NpoKpuyan CBOMM XpUN/ibiM roJIoCOM KOMaHAy, ¥ ConaaThl, CAEaB OIHOBPEMEHHbIN
BbIMaj, C MPOMKMUM 6psilaHMEM BCKUHYNIM OpYyXXWe Ansi noBepku. Mocne yero Hactynuna
NoJsiHas TULLMHA.

N TyT Tpybaum cemu KapaySibHbiX OTPSAOB OAWMH 3@ APYrMM Npouvrpanu
COOTBETCTBYOLWMIN curHan. MNenu 3HamMmeHuTble cepebpsiHble Tpybbl KpenocTu bacTuaHuy,
YKpalLEHHbIE LIENIKOBbIMU KPACHO-30/10TbIMK LIHYpPaMKM W 6onblumMmn repbamn. Ux
YMCTbIV rON10C B3MbIS1 B HE6O, M HEMOABMXKHBIM YACTOKOS LWTHIKOB OTK/MKHYJICS HA HEro
3BYKOM, OTAANEHHO HANoMMHaBLLMM 3BOH Kosiokosa. ConaaTbl 3aMepnu Kak U3BasiHus,
nMua mx 6blIN MO-BOEHHOMY CypoBbl. HET, OHM SIBHO FOTOBWUAWUCH HE K ByAHUYHOM
KapaynbHOM Cnyx6e: C TakuM reporcKuM 671eCcKOM B rnasax MOXHO XXAaTb TOJSIbKO
BCTPEUM C HEMPUATESNIEM.

MocneagHsis HOTa AONrO BUCENA B BO3AYXEe, OTPAaXXEHHas AaslbHUMKU CTEHAMM.
LLITbIKK, ele MrHoBeHWe Ha3aa bnecreBlume Ha poHe 6e300HHOro Heba, 0o AHOBPEMEHHO
noracnu, NOTOHYB B LWepeHrax conaat. NonkoBHMKA B OKHE yxe He 6bino. Bce ceMb
OTPSIAOB, NeyaTas LWar, HanpaBunancb No nabupuHtam Kpenoctn B pasHble CTOPOHbI —
Ka)kAbl K CBOEW CTEHE.

Yepes yac xoBaHHM [poro 6bin Ha BEpXHEN nolaake TpeTbero peayTa, B TOM
CaMOM MecCTe, OTKyZJa OH HakaHyHe BeyepoM CMOTpesn Ha ceBep. Buepa ero, cnoBHO
C/ly4ariHOro nyTelecTBEHHMUKA, NPUBENO ctoa NtoboMbITCTBO, TEMEPb XE€ OH 3A€eChb
X035IMH: B 6nmkalme ABaauaTbh YeTbipe Yaca BEeCb pefyT M CTO METPOB CTeHbl byayT
noABnacTHbl eMy oaHoMy. oA HUM, B KaroHUpe, YETBEPO apTUNIEPUCTOB AEXYPUIN Y
ABYX MyLIEK, HaLUENeHHbIX B rNybb AONWMHBI; TPOE YaCOBbIX 3aHS/IM CBOM MOCT Ha
BHELUHEW MMOLaAKe peayTa; elle YETBEPO PacronoXUINCh Yepe3 Kaxable ABaauaThb
NATb METPOB Ha NPaBOM KpPbI/ie FaBHOW CTEHbI.

CMmeHa Kkapayna 6bla npousBedeHa B BbICLIEN CTEMEHW YETKO MOoA HaA30poM
CTaplero cepxaHta TpoHka — 60MbWOro CcrneuuanucTa no YyctaBy WM CTPOEBOW
noaroToBke. TPOHK cnyxun B Kpenoctv ABaguatb ABa roga v Tenepb He nokuaan ee
[AaXxe Ha BpeMsi OTnycka. HMKTO Nydlle ero He 3Han KaXAoro Yrosika KpernoCTHbIX
COOPY>XEHUIN, U Hepeako oduuepbl BUAENN, Kak OH obxoauT ao3opoM KpenocTb no
HOYaM B abConOTHOM TEMHOTE, Aaxe 6e3 oHapuka. YacoBble B €ro AeXYPCTBO HU Ha
MUHYTY HE BbINyCKasn 13 pyK BUHTOBOK, HE MPUCIOHANIUCH K CTEHAM U CTapasuCb Aaxe
He OCTaHaBNMBaTbCs, M60 MO YCTaBy OCTAHOBKM pa3peLLaninch SMLb B UCKITHOYMTENbHbIX
cnyyasix; Houu HanponeT TpoHK He crian U 6ecluyMHO 06X0oamn CTOPOXEBblE MOCTbI,
3aCTaB/IsAs YaCoBbIX B3AparnBaTh OT HEOXMAAHHOCTU. «CTOM, KTO MAET?» — OK/IMKanu
OHM €ro, BCKMAbIBash BMHTOBKW. «[pOT», — MPOM3HOCKI Maposib CTapLUMA CEepXKaHT.
«peropno», — OTKNKANCS YacOBOWA.

Boobuie-To oduuepbl 1 yHTEpbl, HeClIMe KapayfbHY Cnyxby, npoBepsnn CBOM
YYaCTKM KPENOCTHOM CTeHbl, He cobntoaast ocobbix hopManbHOCTEN; conaaThbl XOPOLLO
3HaNM MX B NIMLO, W BCSKME Maposn M OT3biBbl Ka3asMCb MM HenenbiMU. TONMbKO C
TpoHKOM conaatbl cobnoAany BCe yYCTaBHble TOHKOCTH.

TPOHK, ManeHbKUi U TLEAYLUHbIA, CO CTAapYECKUM JIMYMKOM U BPUTONM rOfoBoN,
pefko BCTyMasn B pa3roBopbl U BCe CBOH6OAHOE BpeMSI, yeAUHMBLLMCDH, NOCBSILLA My3bIKE.
My3blka ©Oblna €ero CTpacTblo, a KanesflbMencTep CepXaHT ISCnuHa, MoXanyn,
€AMHCTBEHHbIM ero ApyroM. Y TpoHka 6bin MpeKpacHbI akKOPAEOH, HO OH MOYTK
HMKOrZla K HEMY He NMpuKacancs, XoTs BCe 3HaNM, YTO UrpaeT OH MPeBOCX0AHO. TPOHK
M3yyan rapMOHMIO W, €CNN BEPUTb CJlyXaM, COUMHWIT HECKOJSIbKO BOEHHbIX MapLUen.
OAHaKo 3a TOYHOCTb 3TUX C/TYXOB HUKTO Bbl HE MOPYUMICS.



B yacbl oTAbIXxa TPOHK YacTeHbKO HACBUCTbIBAM, HO Ha AEXYPCTBE HMKOraa cebe
3TOro He Mno3BonsN. bonblieit YacTbio OH XOAMN BAONb 3y6uaTbiX CTEH, NMPUCTANbHO
rNafs Ha ceBep, Ha paBHMHY, ByATO Mlla YTO-TO rnasamu. Celyac OH CTOST PSZAOM C
[lporo v ykasblBan eMy Ha BblOUHYIO TpOry, KoTopasi Besla k HoBoMy peayTy, NeTnsis rno
OTBECHbIM CKJIOHaM rop.

— BOH MAOeT CMeHHbI Kapayn, — ckasan TPOHK, TKHYB Ky[a-TO yKa3aTeslbHbIM
nanbLeM.

Ho B HeBepHOM cBeTe cymepek [Jporo HWYero He cMor pasrnsaetb. CTapLumi
CepXXaHT noKayan rosoBoM.

— YT0 Takoe? — cnpocun [poro.

— Henopsigok, cnyxby Tak He HecyT. {1 Bcerga rosopwn. MAMOTCTBO Kakoe-TO, —
OTBETUN TPOHK.

— [a 410 cnyuyunnoce?

— Cnyxby Tak He HecyT, — noBTopun TpoHK. — CMeHy kapayna Ha HoBom peayTe
HY>KHO NPOU3BOANTb pPaHblle. HO 3TO HeYroAHO roCrnoANHY MOSIKOBHUKY.

[DKOBaHHW yAMB/IEHHO MOCMOTPEs Ha HEero: HeyXTo y TpoHKa XBaTaeT CMesiocTu
OCY>XAaTb CaMOro KOMeHaaHTa?

— locnoaMH MONKOBHMK, — MNPOAOHKAN CTApLUMA CEPXKAHT OYEHb CEPLE3HO U
ybexxaeHHO, HUCKONbKO He CMYLLAasiCb NMpOTMBOPEUYMBOCTLIO CBOMX C/0B, — B 06WEM-TO
CoBepLUeHHO npaBs. Ho Beab HMKTO He npeaynpeann ero 06 onacHoCTw.

— 06 onacHoctn? — yamsuncsa poro.

Kakas onacHOCTb MOrna noacreperaTb TeX, KTO HanpaBnsincs u3 Kpenoctu B HoBbIN
peayT Mo yao6HON Tpone 1 B TaKOM MYCTbIHHOM MecTe?

— [a, 06 onacHocTu, — noaTBepaAnn TPOHK. — PaHO MK nNo3aHO B TakoW TEMHOTE
YTO-HUBYAb CNyunTCS.

— A yto xXe penatb? — cnpocun [poro 6onblie M3 BEXIMBOCTU: BCE 3TU
pacCy>AeHMsl Mano ero 3aHnManu.

— B npexHue BpeMeHa, — cka3an CTapLumii cep)kaHT, 06paioBaBLUNC BO3MOXHOCTY
NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATL CBOK KOMMETEHTHOCTb, — B MPEXHWe BpeMeHa Kapayn Ha HoBoM
peayTe CMeHANCA Ha ABa Yaca paHblle, yem B Kpenoctu. M Bcerga npy AHEBHOM CBETE,
aaxke 3umon. C naponsMu Toxe Bce 6b110 npoule. [1ocTaToyHo 6bI10 3HATb Naposb,
4yTO6bI BONTK B PeayT, 1 HOBbIM Naposib — ANst AEXYPCTBa U BO3BpalleHus B KpenocTb.
[lByx naponen xBaTano. Korga CMeHVMBWIMWACS Kapayn Bo3Bpallancs B KpenocTb,
30€lWHNM Kapayn Ha AeXYpPCTBO €elle He ycreBan 3acTynuTb, M Napoib OCTaBascs
NPEXHUM.

— Hy aa, noHaTHO, — cka3an [poro, He 0cobeHHO BAYMbIBasiCb B €ro C/10Ba.

— Ho notomM, — npogomkan TpoHK, — 34eCb Yero-To ucnyranuce. HebnaropasymHo,
MO/, AepXaTb 3a CTeHaMu Kpernoctu CTONbKO CONAaT, 3HAlWMX naponb. [oBopunu:
Hanepes He yragaelwb, KTO-HWOYAb U3 NATUAECATU CONMAAT CKOpee MOXET OKa3aTbCH
N3MEHHMKOM, YEM €ANHCTBEHHbIN odmuep.

— Hy pa, — cornacuncsa [poro.

— W Torpga oHuM pewwunu: nyctb naponb 6yaeT u3BecTeH TOMbKO KOMaHaupy. WU
NOTOMY Kapayn Tenepb BbIXOAUT U3 KpenocTu 3a COPOK MATb MUHYT A0 CMEHbI. B34Tb, K
NpUMEpY, CErOAHSILLIHUA AEHD.

O6las cMeHa Kapayrna NpousBefeHa B LEeCTb YacoB. Hapsaa yacoBbix ans HoBoro
peayTa Bblles OTCoAa B MSATh NATHAALATb M NpUBbIT Ha MECTO POBHO B LIECTb. YTO6bI
BbIATY 13 KpenocTu, Napons He Hy>XHO, NOTOMY YTO OTpsiA hOpMUPYETCS 3A€Ch, @ YTOObI



BOWTM B HOBbIM peayT, AOCTAaTOMHO 3HaTb BYEPALUHWIA Mapofb, KOTOPbIA W3BECTEH
TONbko oduuepy. MNocne cMeHbl Kapayna Ha PeayTe BCTynaeT B CUy HOBLI NMaposib —
€ro TOXe 3HaeT ToNbko oduuep. Tak NPOXOAST CYTKM — MOKa He NpubyaeT HOBbI HapsiA.
A Ha cneaylowmii Beyep, Koraa conaathl BO3BpalLaloTcs (OHM MOryT npubbiTh Ctoaa v B
WeCTb TpuaUaTb, Tak Kak 0bpaTHO MATU nerye), naposb B KpemnocTu yxe U3MeHWUnCcs.
Takum 06pasoM, Hy)XeH TpeTui naponb. OduLep AOMKEH 3HATb UX BCE TPU: OAWH ANS
npoxofa B PeayT, BTOPOi Ha BpeMsi HECEHUsI Kapayfa, TPeETU — Ans BO3BpaLUEeHNs B
KpenocTb. CKOMbKO CNOXHOCTEN TOMbKO ANt TOro, Ytobbl CONnaaThl, HAxXoAsWMeECs B
nyT, Napons He 3Hanu. BoT s 1 roBopto, — npogo/mkan TPOHK, He 3a60TACb O TOM,
cnywaet nuM ero [poro, — ecnM napofb M3BECTEH TONMbKO oduLepy, a emy,
NpeanonoXuM, no NyTU CTano Xy[o, YTo MpUKaxeTe AenaTtb conaatam? He MoryT xe
OHW 3aCTaBUTb €ro roBopuTb? W BEpHYTbCS TyAa, OTKYAQ OHM BbILLIM, TOXKE HE MOTYT,
MOTOMY YTO 3a 3TO BpeMsl Naposib nepemMeHuscs n TaMm. 06 3ToM KTo-HMbyab nogyman?
A Te, KTO HacTaMBalOT Ha CEKPETHOCTM? Pa3Be OHM HE MOHMMAIOT, YTO Tenepb BBEAEHO
TPV Naposisi BMECTO ABYX M 3TOT TPETUI, HEOBXOAMMbIN ANsi BO3BpaLLeHMsi B KpenocTb,
YCTaHaB/IMBAETCSl paHblUe 4YeM 3a CyTKM? YTO 6bl HWM CNy4Mniocb, OHWU 06s13aHbl €ero
COXPaHWUTb B TallHe, MHAYe Kapay/ibHbliA OTPSA HE CMOXET BEPHYTLCS B KpenocTb.

— Ho mnx e y3HaloT y BOpOT, — BO3pa3us [Iporo, — He Tak 1n? Pa3se TaM He yBuasT,
YTO 3TO BO3BPALLAETCS Kapay, CAABLUNIA AEXYPCTBO?

TPOHK nornsaaen Ha NenTeHaHTa C YyBCTBOM HEKOTOPOroO MPeBOCXO/CTBa.

— DTO HEBO3MOXHO, FOCMOANH NNENTEHAHT, — CKa3as OH. — B KpenocTu cBou 3aKoHbI.
C ceBepHOW CTOPOHbI 6€3 Napons ctofia HUKTO HE MOXET NPorTU. KeM 6bl OH HU Bbi.

— B TakoM cnyyae, — 3ametun [poro, BO3MYLUEHHbIA CTOMb 6ECCMbIC/IEHHBIMU
dopManbHOCTSIMK, — B TAaKOM C/llydae He Mpolue Ny npuaymatb ans Hosoro peayTa
0CcobbIli Naponb? CMeHy Kapayna npou3BOAUTb paHblle, a Naposib, HeobXoAUMbIN Ans
Bo3BpalleHns B KpenocTb, cooblatb Tosbko oduuepy. Conaatbl e nyCcTb HUYEro He
3HaloT.

— PasyMeeTcs! — TOpXXECTBYHOLLE BOCK/MKHYN CTAPLUNIA CEPXXAHT, CIOBHO TOMbKO U
Xaan nofobHOro Bo3paxxeHns. — Takom BbIX0A AEUCTBUTENBHO 6bin Bbl CaMbIM NyYLLUM.
Ho Toraa npuvwnock 6bl MeHSITb yCTaB, BbipaboTaTb HOBYH MHCTPYKUMIO. YCTaB e
rnacuT: «laposib COXpaHSIET CM/ly Ha MpPOTSHKEHWMM ABaALATM YeTbipeX 4acoB — C
MOMEHTa BbIX0Za O0TpsiAa Ha AEXYPCTBO M 0 MOMEHTA €ro CAaym; OAMH U TOT XKe Naposb
COXpaHsieT cuiy Kak B KpemocTu, Tak M B ee NoapasAeneHnsix», — HasnaaTelbHbIM
TOHOM OTYEKaHM OH. — TaK NPSIMO M 3aMMCcaHo: «B noapa3aeneHusx». KopoTko U SICHO.
Bcsikne NoaTacoBKM UCKIOYAKOTCS.

—Hy a po 3toro, — cnpocun Jporo, MoHavasny CyLaBLUniA HE OYEHb BHUMATENbHO, —
[0 3TOr0 CMeHa Kapay/na B HoBoM peayTe Toxe BeAb NPOM3BOAMMIACh paHbLLe?

— KoHeuyHo! — BOCKAMKHYN TPOHK, U TyT Xe caM cebs nonpasBun: — Tak TOYHO,
rocroavH nerMTeHaHT. Bcero aBa rofa, kak Hayanacb aTa uctopust. MNpexae b0 MHOro
nydue.

CTapLumi cep>xaHT 3amMonyarn; [poro CMOTpen Ha Hero ¢ Mcnyrom. Yto ocranock ot
3TOro YenoBeka nocne ABaauatu AByx neT cnyxbbl B Kpenoctn? MoMHUT i TPOHK, YTO
roe-To B MMpE elle CyLLECTBYIOT MUIIIMOHBI NIOAEN TaKMX e, KaK OH, HO HE HOCSLLMX
BOeHHY0 dhopMy? OHM CBOBOAHO ryNnsoT Mo ropoAy, a Beyepamy CamMu peLuaroT, fedb
NN UM CNaTb WK NOUTU B OCTEPUIO UNK B TeaTp. HeT, oaHoro B3rnsaa Ha TpoHKa 6b110
AOCTaTOYHO, YTO6bI MOHSATH: O CYLLECTBOBAHUM APYruX ntoAer OH no3abbin, BCS ero
XU3Hb — 3TO TO/ILKO KpenocTb C ee OTBpaTUTENbHbIMU MopaakaMn. TPOHK yxe He
NMOMHWJ, KaK HEXHO 3BYy4aT rosioca AeBYLUEK, KaK BbIrAAAT Cafbl, peku, AepeBbs, ecniv
He CcYMTaTb TeX XaslKUX KYCTUKOB, YTO pocnu Bo3ne Kpenoctu. [a, TpoHK, Kak 1 [lporo,



CMOTpEN Ha CceBep, HO COBCEM MHbIMU Na3aMn: OH BCMaTpuBascs B Tpomny, BeayLyto K
HoBoMy peadyTy, U B pOB, U B KOHTP3CKapn, MNpOLIYynbiBaja B3rfsA0M BO3MOXHbIE
noAcTynbl K Kpenoctu, u 4To eMy 6bI710 A0 ANKUX CKasl, A0 TPeYro/ibHUKa TauHCTBEHHOM
PaBHMHbI 1 A0 6enbix 06/1aKOB, MIbIBYLIMX TEMEPL YXXE MNOYTU MO HOYHOMY HEBY?

C HacTynneHneM TEMHOTbl JIEMTEHAHTOM BHOBb OBMIAAENO XXeaHue 6exaTtb
oTcioga. M noueMy A He yexan cpasy? — Kopu OH cebs. MoveMy noaaancs KoBapHOM
AUnNnoMaTn Mariopa? A Tenepb BOT NPUAETCA XAaTb, KOra UCTEKYT YeTbipe Mecaua —
CTO ABaALAaTb 6ECKOHEYHO ASIMHHBIX AHEN, NOJIOBUHY KOTOPbLIX OH NPOBEAET B Kapay/e
Ha KPEMOCTHbIX CTeHax. EMy Kasanocb, YTO OH OYYTMNICS Cpeau Nofen Kakou-To
COBEpLLEHHO APYroi Nopoabl, Ha Yy>OKn 3eMsie, B XXECTOKOM W BpaxaebHoM eMy Mupe.
Bnyxaatoowmii B3rNsa ero BHOBb HATKHYNCS Ha TpOHKa: TOT, 3aMepes, Habnoaan 3a
4aCoOBbIMM.

VI

Ctano coeceM TeMHO. [1poro ycTpowuscs B MyCTOM MOMELLEHUN peayTa W Benen
npuHecTn cebe bymary, YepHuna n pyuxy.

«[loporasi MamMa», — BbIBE/1 OH M Cpa3y e NoYyBCTBOBas cebsi ManbymwKkon. HukTo
€ro He Buaen, OH cuaen npu ceete oHAps OAMH B CaMOM CepALle HE3HAKOMOW eMy
Kpenoctu, Baanu ot [oMa, OT MUMbIX NMPUBbLIYHbIX BELLEN U yTelan cebs MbIC/bIO, UTO
MOXKET HakKOHeL, OTKpPbITbCSl, U3NIUTb BCE, YTO Y HErO Ha AyLUe.

KoHeyHo, ¢ ApyrMMM, CO CBOMMM KosneramMn-oduuepamMm OH AO/MKEH BECTU cebs
KaK HaCTOSAILLMIN MY>UYMHA, CMESTLCS BMECTE C HUMW, pacCKasblBaTb CMESble aHEKAOTbI O
reHepanax W >eHiwmHax. KoMy, Kak He MamMe, MOXXET OH OTKpbITb MpaBay? A npasaa
[poro B 3TOT Beyep He 6blfa npaBaoit 6paBoro BOSIKM M, OYEBMAHO, He OTBeYana
CypOBbIM HpaBaM KpenocTu: 34eck BCe TOMbKO NOCMesNCG 6bl Hag HUM. Mpaeaoi 6bina
YCTanocCTb OT AarnbHEN A0POrv, THET MPAYHbIX CTEH, OLLYLLIEHWE MOMHOrO OANHOYECTBA.

«[1Ba [IHS, NpoBefieHHbIE B NyTWN, COBCEM U3MOTA/IM MEHSI, — BOT YTO XOTen 6bl OH
HanucaTb, — @ MO MNpUOLITUM S Y3HaN, YTO MPU XKENAHUM MOy BEPHYTbCS B rOPOA.
KpenocTb — MECTO YHbI/I0e, NMOB/IM30CTU HET HUKAKUX CENEHWUIA, HUKAKUX pa3BieyeHni,
B 06L1EM, HMYero Becenoro». Bot 4yto xoten 6bl OH HanucaTb.

Ho TyT [poro npeactasun cebe MaMy: B 3Ty MUHYTY OHa, AO/HKHO ObiTb, AyMaeT
MMEHHO O HEM U TELUUT CeBA MbIC/IbIO, UTO CbiHY €€ Ceilyac XOpOoLIO B Kpyry A06pbIX
APY3€ei, a MOXKET — KaK 3HaTb? — U noapyr. KOHEYHO e, OHa HaAeeTCsl, YTO OH AOBOJIEH
XXM3HbIO U CMOKOEH.

«[loporas Mama, — BblBOAWMa €ro pyka. — S npubbin K MeCTy HasHayeHus
nosaByepa, NpoAenaB WHTepecHelllee nyTewecTtBue. Kpenoctb — 3TO HeYTo
rpaHaAMo3HOE...» O, ecnv 6bl OH MOr ONKUCaTh el Bce YBOXXECTBO 3A€ellHEN 06CTaHOBKY,
BUTaKOWMIN B KpenocTn Ayx Haka3aHUst U CCbINIKKU, STUX YyXXMX EMY U KaKUX-TO HENenbIX
noaen. A oH nucan: «OduLEepPbl NPUHSAIN MEHS OYEHb CepeYHO. M CTapLumii afbloTaHT
6biN1 CO MHOW BecbMa Nt06E3€EH M NPEAOCTaBMI MHE MOMHY0 cBo60/y Bbi6opa: OCTaThCA
3[1eCb U BEPHYTbCA B ropoa. U Bce xe...»

MoXeT, Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT MaMa XOAMT MO €ro OnyCTeBLUE KOMHaTe,
OTKPbIBAET KaKOM-HUOYAb SLUMK, aKKypaTHO MNepeknaablBaeT €ero CTapylo Ooaexay,
NPUBOAMT B MOPAAOK KHUIMM, MUCbMEHHBI CTOM; OHA MPOAESbIBANA 3TO YXKE CTOJNIbKO
pas, HO €/ KAXXETCSsl, YTO TaK OLLYyTUMEN NPUCYTCTBUE CbiHA, CNIOBHO OH, KakK O6bIYHO,
AOMKEH BEPHYTHCA AOMOM K YXXMHY. EMy MepeLumnncs npuBbIYHbIV 3BYK MaMUHBIX YacTbiX
6€CnoKOMHbIX LIAroB, BblaBaBLUMX €€ BEYHble 3a60Tbl O KOM-HMOYAb. Pa3Be AOCTaHET
€My CMefiocTV oropunTb ee? Ecnm 6bl [pkoBaHHM 6bl1 AOMa, B TOM e KOMHaTe, Moj
ceMeliHbIM aba)xypoM, BOT TOraa OH AeNCTBUTENBHO pacckasan bbl et 060 BceM, M MaMa



NpOCTO He ycnena 6bl OropuMTbCs, MOTOMY YTO OH cuaen 6bl psaaoM 1 BCe NSIoXoe yxe
ocTanocb 6bl No3aan. Ho BOT Tak, BAanu OT Hee, B3SiTb BCE M HanucaTb!... Ecnun 6bl OHK
cvaenn psaabilkoM nepej KaMMHOM B TULLIMHE HaAeXHOro CTtaporo Aoma — 0, Toraa
KOHEYHO, TOorAa OH pacckasan 6bl e 0 Maiope MaTTu, O ero KoBapHbIX Mocynax v o
npuuyaax TpoHka! OH paccka3an 6bl el, Kak Mo rayrnocTu NPUHAN npeanioXeHne
OCTaTbCA 34eCb Ha YeTblpe Mecsla, U OHM BMeCTe, HaBepHO, NOCMesNIMCb bbl Hag ero
OMJIOWHOCTbIO. HO Kak 3TO caenaTtb, Haxo4sCb OT Hee BAann?

«W Bce xe, — npogomkan nucatb poro, — 8 cyen 3a nydwee ang cebs ga u ans
CBOEN Kapbepbl OCTaTbCsl Ha Kakoe-TO BpeMsi B KpenocTu... K ToMy e Hapoa 34ech
OYEeHb CUMMATUYHBIN, CNy>x6a NpocTasi, He yTOMUTENbHas». A ero koMHaTa? bynbkaHbe
BOZIbl 3@ CTeHOW? BcTpeya ¢ kanuTaHoM OpTuLOM? Be3xunsHeHHas ceBepHas 3eMns? He
CTaHEeT e OH OMUCbIBATb XENE3HbIN YCTaB, peayT, yboroe kapaynbHOEe NOMELLEHWE, rae
OH ceryac cuaut! HeT, aaxxe ¢ MaMo He MOXXET OH 6bITb OTKPOBEHHBIM, AaXe el He/b3s
NPU3HAaTBLCSA B CMYTHBIX CTpaxax, He AaBaBLUMX eMy MOKOS.

Tam, goma, B ropoge, Yacbl He B Nlag M Ha pa3Hble rosioca 6unm ceyac aecatb
Beuepa, U Ha ux 60i TOHEHbKUM Apebe3xaHneM OTKIMKANacb CTEKNsHHas nocyaa Ha
6ydeTHbIX MONKax; M3 KyXHM AOHOCWINCL Fosloca M CMeX, a C MPOTUBOMOSOXHOM
CTOPOHbI yNnUbl — 3BYKM popTenbsHO. Yepes y3eHbKoe, Nnoxoxee Ha 60MHULY OKOLUKO
MOXHO Obl/I0 BHOBb MOCMOTPETb Ha CEBEPHYIO AOSIMHY, Ha 3TY YHbINYIO 3€MJI0; HO
ceiyac K OKOLLKY MOACTYnMAa nioTHas TeMHoOTa. [epo cnerka nockpunbiBano. Bokpyr
Luapuia Hoyb, Mexay 3ybuamy CTeHbl Hayan CBUCTETb BETEp, HaBeBasi Kakue-To
TPEBOXHbIE AYMbl, M XOTS B peayTe CryCTUIach TEMEHb M BO3YX Oblfl CbIpOV U TSXKENbIN,
[poro nucan: «B obLieM, 1 04eHb AOBONIEH M YyBCTBYHO Ce6S XOPOLLO».

C neBaTV Beyepa M [0 pacCcBeTa Kaxkable ronyaca 3By4yan yaap Kosokona B
YyeTBEPTOM peayTe Ha NpaBoM ciiaHre nepeBana — TaM, rAe KoH4anacb cteHa. CHavana
CNbILIANCS YAAp MaNeHbKOrO KOIOKOSIA, M TOTUYaC YacoBOW OKMKan 6mKaiLero CBOero
TOBapuLLIa, @ TOT — C/MEAYIOLEro, U Tak — A0 MPOTUBOMOJNIOXKHOrO KOHLA CTEHbI, OT
peayTa K peayTy, Yepe3 ¢opT M Aanee B HOYHOW TEMHOTE COBEpLUanach nepekanyka.
«Cnywai! Cnywaii!» YacoBble BbIKPUKMBAAM 3TU C/OBA PaBHOAYLIHO, MOHOTOHHO,
KaKMM-TO HEECTECTBEHHBIM FO/TIOCOM.

He pa3neBasicb, [)oBaHHW [poro npuner Ha KoWKy; HO U CKBO3b OBMajeBatollee
MM COHHOE OLENEHEHNE Yepe3 OnpeaeneHHbIE MPOMEXYTKN BPEMEHW €ro YLlew
AOCTUrana aTa Aanekas nepeknuuka: «Cny... ny... ny...» Kpuk HakaTbiBasn, CTaHOBWJ/ICS
BCE MPOMYE, NPOHOCACh Haf HUM, Habupan HaMboNbLLYO CUNY M, MOCTENEHHO 3aMupas,
yaQnAncs no Apyrov creHe. CnycTs ABE MUHYTbI OH BO3BPALLA/CS, HO Y)KE KaK OTKIIUK,
C nepBov 6awHK cnesa. M onsTb Yepe3 paBHblE NPOMEXYTKU BPEMEHW pa3faBanocCh:
«Cny... ny... ny...» JIWWb Korjaa 3TOT KPUK 3By4Yas MNpsIMO Haj, rofoBOM, NOAXBAYEHHbIN
YyacoBbIMK ero oTtpsiaa, Aporo Mor pa3obpaTb CMOBO MOMHOCTbIO. HO Bckope 3TO
«Cnywain!» cHoBa NpeBpaLlanoch B KaKOM-TO MPOTSXKHbIN CTOH, 3aMUPaBLLNIA HAKOHeL
TaM, FAe y CaMoro NnoJiHOXMS CKan CTosiN NOCNeAHUIN YacOBOM.

[HKOBaHHM CNblWwan, Kak 3TOT KPUK YETbIpeXabl MPOKaTUCSA C OAHOro ¢iaHra Ha
ApYron n YeTblpex/abl BO3BpaTWU/ICA MO cTeHe KpenocTn K UCXOAHOW Touke. Ha naTbin
pa3 [0 Co3HaHus [Iporo AoLLeN NuLlb cnabblii 0T3BYK, OT KOTOPOro OH C/ierka B3ApOrHyJl.
N noayman, 4to He npuctano oduuepy cnaTb Ha AexypcTBe. Boobue-to ycrtaB
JIoMycKan 3To Npu YCNoBuM, YTo oduuep He ByaeT pa3aeBaThCsl, OIHAKO MOYTU Y BCEX
nenTeHaHToB KpenocTu ocobbiM LUMKOM CUMTaNoCb HE CMbIKaTb a3 BCHO HOYb: OHM
4YnTanu, KYpunu curapbl, MHOrAa B HapylleHWe VMHCTPYKUMIWA HaBellanu Apyr apyra v
urpanu B KapTbl. TPOHK, KOTOpOro [KOBaHHW YXXe YyCres Koe O YeM pacCnpocuTb,
HaMeKHyN eMy, 4YTo 60ApCTBOBaTh BCIO HOUb CTano B KpemnocTy XopoLuel TpaauLmen.



[xoBaHHM [1poro pacTsiHY/ICS Ha KOWMKe, CTOSIBLUEM TakK, YTO A0 Hee He JocTuran
Kpyr CBeTa OT KEPOCMHOBOWM NaMmrbl, U NPeaancs PasMbIL/IEHUAM O CBOEW XWU3HW, HO
COBEpLLEHHO HEOXMAAHHO €ro CMOpPW/ COH. A MeXZay TEM UMEHHO B 3Ty HOYb — O, EC/U
6 OH TONbKO 3Has, eMy 6bl, HABEPHO, BbII0 HE 10 CHA! — MMEHHO B 3Ty HOYb ANSt HEro
Ha4asncs MoCreLlHbIA M HEYMOSIUMbIV OTCYET BPEMEHM.

[1o cux nop oH npebbiBan B TOM Nope 6e3MATEXHON paHHEN IOHOCTM, Koraa Aopora,
MO KOTOPOW Luaraellb C AETCTBA, KaXeTCst 6ECKOHEYHON: roAbl TEKYT MEANEHHO U NETKO,
Kak-TO He3aMeTHo. Lllaraewb cebe cnokolHo, C N6OMBLITCTBOM MornsabiBasi Mo
CTOPOHAM, U HET HUKAKON HaAOBHOCTM TOPONUTLCS, HAKTO Tebe He HACTyMaeT Ha MNATKMY,
HUKTO He XAET; TOBapULLM TBOW MAYT PAAOM TaK e 6e34yMHO, YaCTO OCTaHABMMBASICh,
yTObbI MOLYTUTL, MOCMEATLCSA. B3pocnble ¢ nopora 4o6poayLHO NPUBETCTBYIOT TEbS U
C MHOrO3HauYUTENbHOW YNbIOKON YKa3blBAOT KyAa-TO Ha FOPU3OHT; U TYT TBOE cepaue
HaYMHaEeT BUTLCS OT CNAAOCTHBIX MEYTAHMIN U NPEABKYLIEHUS FEPOUYECKUX AEN, Thl YXKe
npeavyBCTBYELLb BCE TO 3aMevaTeNbHOE, YTO XAET Tebs BNepeamn; HUYEro Nnoka elle He
BWHO, HET, HO Tbl YBEPEH, Thbl aBCONIOTHO YBEPEH, YTO NPUAET BPEMS U BCe cOyaeTcs.

[Jonro nu elwe naTm? Het, Haao TONbKO Yepes 3Ty peKy NepenpaBUTLCS, BOH OHa —
BHU3Y, U NepeBaNnTb Yepe3 Te 3e/eHble X0NMbl. A MOXET, Mbl YXxe Ha MecTe? PasBe He
K 3TUM AePEBbSIM, HE K 3TUM JTyraM, He K 3ToMy 6enoMy oMy Mbl CTPeMUMCL? Ha kakoe-
TO MFHOBEHME HAYMHAET Ka3aTbCsl, YTO Aa, TaK OHO U eCTb WU Hado OCTAHOBUTLCS. A
MOTOM HaM FOBOPAT, UYTO Nyylliee — BNepean, U Mbl CHoBa 6€33a60THO Tporaemcsi B MyTb.

Tak 1 ngem cebe, B AOBEPYMBOM OXXMAAHUWM Nnydllero, a AHN A/IMHHBbI U CHOKOﬁHbI,
BbICOKO B Hebe cusieT conHue N, NOXOXe, HE CO6VIpaETCFI KJIOHUTbCA K 3aKaTy.

Ho B KakoW-TO MOMEHT, MOYTU MHCTUHKTMBHO, Mbl OrNAAbIBAEMCS Ha3ad M BUAMM,
YTO BOPOTA Y Hac 3a CMMHOW MPOYHO 3aKpbiTbl M 0BpaTHOro NyTW HeT. BoT Toraa u
3aMeyaellb: YTO-TO MEPEMEHMIOCh, COTHLE YXXE HEe KaXeTCs HenoABWMXXHbIM, @ BbICTpo
KaTuTCs No Heby: He ycneewb NonboBaTbCs Ha HEro, Kak OHO, YBbI, YXKE CTPEMUTENbHO
NpuMbnNmxXaeTcs K ropm3oHTy; obnaka He nnaBatloT 6o/bLle B Na3ypHbIX 3aBoAsX Heba, a,
TOPOMNINBO HaMos3asa ApYyr Ha Apyra, KyAa-To HECYTCA; U TYT Ha4YMHaELLb NOHMMATb, YTO
BpeMsi MPOXOAMT M TBOS AOpOora paHO MM NO3AHO A0/MKHA KOHYMTLCS.

[a, HacTynaeT MOMEHT, KOraa Yy Hac 3a CMMHOM MOJTHUEHOCHO 3aXJ10MbIBAOTCS
TSDKENbIE BOPOTa M MX TOTYAC 3anuMpaloT — BEPHYTLCS YXXe He ycneellb. Ho MMeHHOo B
3TOT MOMEHT []KOBaHHM [poro cran CHOM npaBeaHuKa W ynblbancs BO CHe, Kak
pebeHoK.

Mpo/iaeT HeEMano AHeW, npexae Yem [1poro 0CO3HaEeT, YTo ciyunnock. Toraa ans
Hero HacTynuT npobyxzaeHne. OH HeAOBEepYMBO OrNSAUTCS BOKPYr, YCbIWWT 3BYK
HaCTUraloLWmMX ero Laros, YBUAWUT NOAeN, KOTOpble NMPOCHY/UCh paHbLUe M TOPONsTCS
ero oborHaTb, YTobbl NepBbIMM NPUATKU K Lenn. OH YCRbIWWT, Kak NynbCUpyeT BpeMs,
CKYMNoO OTMepMBas AHU ero XusHu. Nl yBUAUT B OKHaX yXXe He CMeloLmnecs, a 3acTbiBlume
1 6e3yyacTHble nmua. Ml ecnm oH CNpocuT, AONTO M eMy eLle MATH, oAU KMBHYT, ONSATb-
TaKM yKasblBasi HA FOPWU30HT, HO YyXe He byaeT B 3TUX XecTax HW A06poTbl, HU
NPUBET/IMBOCTU. [lpy3bsi MEX TeM MOTEpPSIOTCS M3 BUAY, KTO-TO, BblIOMBLUMCE U3 CUn,
OCTaHeTCs Nno3aam, KTO-TO BblPBETCS Brepes: BOH OH — KpoLLeyHas TOYKa Y FOpU30HTa.

Tebe 3a Ty peKy, ckaxyT noau. OcTanocb AeCiTb KUIOMETPOB, U, CYMTaK, Tbl YXKe
Ha MecTe. Ho gopora rnoyeMy-To BCe HWKAK He KOH4YaeTCsd, AHW CTaHOBSATCA Kopoue,
NOMyTUYMKM — peEXe, @ B OKHAX BMAHbI NUlWb 6negHble TeHW, MAlUMHANBHO Kadawowme
ro/fIoBOM.

N Tak 6yaeT [0 Tex nop, noka [poro He OCTAHETCS COBCEM OAMH, @ Ha rOPU30HTE
He MOSBUTCA Yy3Kas nosioca 6e36peXxxHOro HeMoABMXKHOMO CBUMHLIOBO-CEPOro Mopsi. OH
MoYyBCTBYET cebs ycTanbiM, B AOMax BAOJb JAOPOrK MoYTH BCE OKHA BYAyT 3aKpbIThl, A



TE€ HEMHOrne NoAN, KOTOPbIX OH YBWAMT, B OTBET HA €ro BOMPOCHI JULIb FOPECTHO
pa3BeflyT PyKaMu: BCE XOPOLLEE OCTANIOCh No3aau, AaneKo no3aau, a Tbl NPOLLEN MUMO,
He 3Has 3Toro. [a, BO3BpaLLaThCs YXXe CIULLIKOM MO3AHO, 3a CMMHOM HapacTaeT TomnoT
MHOXKECTBA NIOAEN, UAYLLMX CNEeAOM, MOJACTErMBAEMbIX TEMU XE UNIIO3UAMU, TEM XKe
MMPAXXeM, MoKa eLle HEBUAUMbIM Ha H6enol NycTbiHHOM A0pore.

[xoBaHHK [poro cnuT cenyac B TpeTbeM peayTe. EMy 4To-TO mpurpesvnocb BO
CHe, 1 OH ynblbaeTcs. B nocneaHuid pa3 HaBeLLAOT ero 3TOM HOYbO YyaHble 06pa3bl
BMOJSIHE CYACT/IMBOrO0 MMpa. XOpOLLO, YTO OH HEe MOXET yBuaeTb cebs (a Beab Koraa-
HMByab 3TO ByaeT) B TOM MecTe, rae Aopora KOHYaeTcsl, Ha bepery CBMHLIOBOrO Mops,
NnoA OAHOTOHHBIM CEpPbIM HEOOM; KPYroM HM A0Ma, HW XMBOMO CyLLECTBA, HU AepeBa, HU
AaXke TPaBUHKN — N TaK BO BEKN BEKOB.

Vii

HakoHel-To M3 ropoga npubbin CyHAYK C Belwamu nenteHaHTa [Adporo. Cpeau
npoYero B HEM bblfla HOBEXOHbKAs, HEBEPOATHO 3MIeraHTHas WWHeNb. poro Haaen ee
M CTan paccMaTpuBaTbh cebst «no 4YacTsM» B MaNIeHbKOM 3epKalie, BUCEBLLEM Y HEMO B
KOMHaTe. JTa Belllb Kak 6bl siBNsina cob0M XMBYIO CBSI3b C €ro NPEXHNM MUPOM, U OH HE
6e3 yaoBONbCTBMA MOAyMan, YTo BCe Tenepb CTaHyT obpallaTb Ha HEro BHUMaHWE —
Takas npekpacHast 6bina TkaHb, TakuMmn 61aropoAHbIMK CKTaZIKaMy OHa HUcnagana.

N ewe oH noagyman, 4Tto He cneaosano 6bl TpenaTh ee BO BPeMSI HOYHbIX Kapay/ios,
cpean 3TuX CblpblX CTeH. Kasanocb Aaxe AypHOM MpUMETON OBHOBNSTb ee MMEHHO
34ecb, Kak bbl fonyckas, 4Tto bonee yaayHoro cnyyas He npeacrasutcs. Coxanen oH u
0 TOM, YTO He nepea KeEM B HeW MOoKPacoBaTbCs, M, XOTS BblI0 COBCEM HE XOSI0AHO, OH
peLnn HaZEeTb WWHENb, NYCTb TOMbKO A8 TOro, YTobbl CXOAMTb K MOSIKOBOMY MOPTHOMY
¥ NpMOBPECTM Yy HEro Apyryto, nonpoLue.

[poro Bblwen M3 KOMHaTbl M CTan CryckaTbCa Mo fecTHuue, nbysacbs — rae
A0MYCKano OCBeLLEHNE — U3SILLECTBOM COHBCTBEHHON TeHU. Ho noyeMy-To no Mepe Toro,
KaK OH Cnyckancs B Heapa Kpenoctu, WwuHenb yTpaymBana cBon Wuk. K Tomy xe [poro
NMOYyBCTBOBAJ1, YTO HE YMEET HOCUTb ee eCTEeCTBEHHO U HENPUHYXXAEHHO, U OHa CTana
Ka3aTbCsl Yy>XOW M C/IMLLKOM LLErosIbCKOM.

XOpoLo elle, YTO NIeCTHULbI U KOpUAopbl 6biin novTn 6e3ntoaHbl. MepBbiit e
MoMaBLUMINCS HAaBCTpeYy [Jporo KanuTaH OTBETW Ha NPUBETCTBUE, HE 3al€pPXXaB Ha HEM
B3rnaga. Jaxe uspeaka BCTpeYaBLUMECS HA ero nyTu coNaaThl U Te€ HE KOCU/IM FN1a30M
B €r0 CTOPOHY.

Moa koHew [poro NpuLLIOCh CNYCKaTbCs MO Y3KON BUHTOBOM JIECEHKE, BbICEYEHHOM
NpsIMO B CTEHE; OT 3Xa €ro COBCTBEHHbIX LIAroB, Pa3HOCMBLUErOCsl BBEPX W BHU3,
co3gaBaniocb BrieyaTnieHne, 6yAaTo OH 3A4ecb He oauH. [Monbl POCKOLWIHOM LUMHENM
pa3BeBanncb, 06TMpas co cTeH benecyto nneceHb.

HakoHew [lporo pobpancss A0 noaBasibHbIX MOMELLEHWI: MacTepckasi MOPTHOMO
MpocaounMo Haxoaunack B noggane. B noroxue AHWM yepe3 KpoLIEeYHOE OKOHLE MoA,
MOTOJIKOM CtoAa NpobrBanack y3kas Nosocka CBETA, HO B TOT BEYEP YXKE 3aXKI/IN NaMmribl.

— 3ApaBCTBYNTE, rOCNOANH NEWTEHAHT, — YBUAEB BOLUEALLEro, CKa3as MOSIKOBOM
nopTHow Mpocaounmo.

B 60/bLIOM MOMELLEHMN OCBELLEHbI ObIIM MWL OTAENbHbIE OCTPOBKM: KOHTOPKA,
33 KOTOpPOWN CuAen KakoM-TO CTapuyok, 6ombluoi pabounii CcTon ANns TPouxX MOSoAbIX
MOMOLLUHWKOB MOPTHOro. A BOKPYr, HAaBOAS XYTb, C/IOBHO yZAaBNEHHWUKM, 6ONTanNCh Ha
BeLLanKax AeCaTKU MyHANPOB, WMHENeN, nnaLlen.

— [obpbii Beyep, — otBeTMn [poro. — A xoTen 6bl KynuTb LWKHENb. He o4yeHb
L0pOryto, Nuwb 6bl ee XBaTUO Ha YeTblpe Mecsua.



— [o3BonbTe B3rsSIHYTb, — CKa3an MoOpTHOM, Yynblbasck. C HeaoBEPYMBLIM
No6ONbITCTBOM OH B34/ B pPyKU KpaW WnHenu [poro v NoAaTsSHYN ero nobnmxe K CBETY.
(MpocaounMo 6bin B 3BaHUM CepXXaHTa, HO, KakK MOPTHOWM, MOr Mno3BONUTL cebe
HEKOTOPYIO MPOHUYHYIO BOSIbHOCTb B OTHOLLUEHUSIX C HA4YaNbCTBOM.) — A MaTepuan-To
XOpoL, Xopoul... Hebocb Ky4vy aeHer 3annatunm, y Bac B ropoge ymeloT apaTb. — OH
OKMHYN npodeccMoHanbHbIM B3rNSAOM BCHO LUMHENb M MOKayan rofioBOM TaK, 4To
3aTPSICINCL €ro TOJICTbIE, MOKPbITbleE CETKOM KPOBSHbIX MPOXMWMIOK Lieku. — XKanb
TONbKO...

— Yero?

— Xanb, YTO BOPOTHUK HU3KUI, BOEHHbIE TakMX HE HOCAT...

— Celyac HOCSIT MMEHHO Takue, — BbICOKOMeEpHO 3aMeTun [poro.

— Mo Moae HM3KMIA BOPOTHMK, MOXET, M XOPOLLIO, — BO3pa3un/l MOPTHOM, — HO HaM,
BOEHHbIM, MOAA He yka3. Hawa Moaa — ycTaB, a YCTaB racuT: «BOpPOTHUK LWIWHENU
AO/MKEH npuneratb K Lee, WMEeTb OKpyrnyt ¢OopMy M BbiICOTOM ObiTb CEMM
CaHTUMeTpoB». Ecnn g cumxy B 3TOW Ablpe, Bbl, rOCNOAWH NEWTEHAHT, BEPOATHO,
AyMaeTe, YTo UMeeTe AeNo C KakMM-HMByab 3axXyAanibiM MOPTHSXKKOW.

— Hy uT0 BbI! — BOCKNMKHYN [Jporo. — Huyero nogobHoro!

— HaBepHska Tak agyMaeTe. A MeHs yBaXxaloT AaXKe B ropoae, U MNpuUTOM caMmble
AOCTOVHble odumuepbl. I Beab 3aeck paboTato BpeMeHHO. [a, Bpe-MeH-Ho. — lNocneaHee
CMIOBO OH MPOU3HEC Mo c/ioram, C/IOBHO XOTeN NOAYEPKHYTb ero 0Cobyto BaXKHOCTb.

[poro He 3Han, 4YTo U OTBETUTD.

— Co aHs Ha geHb 8 MOry oTcioaa yexaTtb, — npogomkan MNpocaoumMo. — Ecnum 6ol
HE roCnoAMH MOJSIKOBHMK, KOTOPbLIN HE XOYET CO MHOM paccTaTbcs... He noHMMato, yto
TYT CMELUHOro?

B nonyMpake noaeana AeNCTBUTENbHO pa3danocb NPUAYLWEHHOE XUXMKaHbe TPOUX
noAMacTepbeB, KOTOpble C NpeyBesIMYeHHbIM YCepANEM HU3KO CKITOHUANCH HAA LUNTBEM.
CTapuyok e nNpoaoskan nnucaTb, HWU Ha KOro He obpallas BHUMaHus.

— Yero cMeeTecb-T0? — nepecnpocun Npocaoummo. — OyeHb yXX Bbl LWYCTpble. PaHO
WX NO3AHO CaMM 3TO MOMMETe.

— [lencTBUTENBHO, — NoAAepXKan ero [1poro, — HUYEro CMELLHOI0 HE BUXY...

— [lypakn, — ckasasn nopTHOW. — YTo C HUX B3ATb?

B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha necTHWUe NoCnbIWanucb Wwarn, n B ABepsIX nokasasnca congart.
MpocaoYMMO BbI3blBaNIM HABEPX, K HaYaslbHUKY BELLEeBOro ckiaaa.

— W3BMHMTE, rocnoamH NenTeHaHT, — ckasan nopTHon. — Cnyxba ecTb cnyxoba.
Yepe3 HeCcKONbKO MUHYT BepHycb. — C 3TMMM C/ioBaMM OH CTan MNOAHMMATbCS MO
NecTHULUE 3a ConaaToM.

[poro, pewus nogoxaatb ero, cen. lNocne yxoaa HayanbHMKa Tpoe NoaMacTepbeB
npekpatnnm paboty. CTapMyok OTOpBan HakKoHeL, rnasa oT cBoux Gymar, NoaHaNCs u
Xpomas nogowen K hkoBaHHu.

— CnbIxann? — cnpocun OH, MHOIMO3HAYUTENbHO KMBHYB Ha ABepb. — Cnbixann? A
3HaeTe, FOCNOANH NEUTEHAHT, CKOJIbKO YXXe NET OH 3aeck, B Kpenoctn?

— OTKyAa X MHe 3HaTb?

— [aTHaguaTb, rocnoAanH HEVITEHaHT, NATHaauUaTb NMPOKNAATYLWMX NET, a BCE TBEPAUT
OAHO U TO Xe: A4 34eCb BPpEMEHHO, HE CErogH4a 3aBTpa...

OavH M3 nogMacTepbeB 4YTO-TO Mpobypyan. Mo-BMAMMOMY, 3Ta uUcTopusi 6bina
NOCTOSIHHLIM MPEeAMETOM UX HacMellek. Ho cTapuyok Aaxke He rNsiHy B Ty CTOPOHY.



— A caM HuKOrga C MecCTa He CABMHETCS, — ckasan oH. — U MpocaounMo, 1 Haww
KOMEHAAHT, roCnoAvH MOJIKOBHUK, W MHOrMe Apyrne OCTaHyTCA 34eCb, MokKa He
MOAOXHYT. ITO YXe Kakas-To 6onesHb. CMOTpUTE, rOCMOAWH NEWTEHAHT, Bbl eLle
HOBWYOK, TOJIbKO Npuexanun, CMOTpuTe, a TO No3aHo byaerT...

— He noHumalo...

— Ye3xanTe 0TCloAa Kak MOXHO CKOpee, MoKa He 3apasuiick UX MaHWei.

— §1 3pecb Bcero Ha 4YeTblpe Mecsaua, — ckasan [poro, — u He UMEK0 HU Manenwero
XenaHusl 3a4ep>XmMBaTbCs.

Ho cTapuyok He yHuMancs:

— beperutecb, rocnoavH nemteHaHT. Bce Hayanocb C NONKOBHWMKA dunumope.
«[0TOBATCS BaXKHble COObITUA», — rOBOPW/ OH. S NMPeKpacHO MOMHI0: 3TO 6bIo net
BOCeMHauaTb Ha3ad. [a-aa, «cobbITus» — MMEHHO Tak OH 1 rosopui. Ero cnosa. Béun
cebe B ronosy, 4to KpenocTtb — bor BeCTb KakoW Ba)KHbll OObEKT, KyAa BaXXHEN, Yyem
BCE OCTasllbHble, @ B ropoge MNpoCTO HWYero He MoHMMaKT. — CTapuMyoOK rOBOPWII
MeANIeHHO, 3aMofkasi YyTb He Mocne Kaxaoro cnoea. — Béun, noHumaete, cebe B
ronoBy, 4To KpenocTb — BaXKHEMWMMU OBBEKT M TyT 06s13aTENbHO AO/HKHO YTO-TO
MPOU30MTH.

[poro ynblbHyncs.

— [oMmkHO Npou3onTn? BolHa, 4To Nn?

— KT0 ero 3HaeT, MOXeT, 1 BOMHa.

— HawecTtBue 13 nycrbiHN?

— He nHaue kak 13 NyCcTblHK, — NOATBEPAN/T CTaPUYOK.

— Ho KTO, KTO e MOXeT OTTyAa HanacTb?

— A 4 no4yeMm 3Hato? SAcHoe Aeno, HUKTO. Ho rocnoauH NOMKOBHUK U3Y4Ynn KapTbl U
rOBOPUT, YTO ECTb €elle TaTapbl — OCTaTKW APEBHEr0 BONCKA, — M OHM FAe-To TaM bpoasT.

B nonyTbMe noaBana nocsibilwanoch AypaLKoe XMXMKaHbe NOAMACTEPLEB.

— BoT OHM ux un XayT, — npogo/mkan crapuyok. — [locnywaTb rocnoavHa
MONKOBHWUKA, roCnoanHa kanutaHa CTuumMoHe, rocnoamHa kanutaHa OpTuua, rocnoavHa
NMoANOJSIKOBHMKA, TaK KaXkabl rof MOXET YTO-TO CNyunTbCs. ByayT TBEpAUTb OAHO M TO
Xe, OOHO U TO Xe, MoKa MX He YBONAT Ha neHcuto. — CTapuyok, 3aMonyaB, CKIIOHWUN
rofioBy K nnevy, CNOBHO Npucnywmsancs. — KaxeTcs, KTO-TO uaer.

Ho 6bino coBceM THXO.

— S1 HUYero He cnbiwy, — ckasan Aporo.

— Bot u MpocaoumMmo, — CHOBa 3aroBOpPWST CTApUYOK, — BeAb NMPOCTOW CEepXKaHT,
MOSIKOBOM MOPTHOM — a TyAa Xe, 3a0AHO C HUMU. ToXe XAET. Yxe naTHaauatb net... Ho
Bbl, FOCMOAWH NEWTEHAHT, BWXY, MHe He BepuTe. Monuute, a camym AyMmaeTe, Mof,
yenyxa Bce 370. — W pobaBun noutu ymonsiowe: — [locnywanTte MeHsi, 6yabte
OCTOPOXHbl. H/ 3a YTO He NoaAaBanTeCh, HE TO HAaBCEr4a OCTAHETECh 3A4ECh, Bbl TONIbKO
B rfia3a emMy nocMoTpuTe...

[poro He otBeTUN. OH cunTan, 4To emy, oduuepy, He nogobaeT OTKPOBEHHMYATb
C TaKON MEJIKOW COLLIKOW.

— A BbI-TO, — CMIPOCUN OH, — YTO AenaeTe 34ecCb Bbl?

— SA? 4 ero 6paT n paboTato BMeCcTe C HUM.

— Ero 6pat? Crapwumii?

— Hy pa, — ynbibHyncsa ctapmyok, — ctaplunii 6pat. S Toxe Koraa-To 6bin BOEHHbIM,
HO C/IOMan HOry v BOT, AOLWEN A0 TaKOW XXWU3HM.



B Tuwm nopsemenbs [poro cnbiwan, Kak 6bercs ero cobcTBeHHoe cepaue.
BbIxoAWT, AaXe CTapuyoK, KOPMsiWMin B NoABane Had CYETHbIMU KHUFaMM, AaXe 3TO
CTPaHHOE N HUYTOXHOE CYLLECTBO XAET OT CyAbbbl UCMbITaHUIA U FOTOBUTCS K NOABUTY?
[1XOBaHHM CMOTpPEN eMy NMpsiMO B [N1a3a, @ TOT FPYCTHO KMBaN B 3HaK TOr0, YTO HUYEro
He noaenaellb. Takue yX Mbl €CTb, Ka3a/ioCb, FOBOPUI OH, U HUKOrAa HaM OT 3TOro He
NcUennTLCS.

MOXXET, NOTOMY, YTO rAE-TO HA NIECTHMLIE OTKPbINACh 1BEPb, A0 UX CyXa AOHECUCh
[aneKkne YenoBeyeckMe rofioca, HO OTKyZAa OHM UCXOAMIM — OnpeaenvTb Obino
HEBO3MOXXHO. BpeMsi 0T BpeMeH rofioca 3aMosikasu, OCTaBNSs OLLYLLEHWUE MYCTOTbI, HO
BCKOpPE BHOBb HaYMHANW 3By4YaTb, TO YAANASCb, TO NPUBAMKAACH, CTOBHO Me[eHHoe
AblxaHue camoit KpenocTtu.

HakoHel, [0 co3HaHua [poro cTano 4Tto-To AoxoauTb. OH CMOTpen Ha
MHOTOYUC/IEHHBIE TEHW BUCALLMX BOKPYI MYHAMPOB, KOTOPbIE B HEBEPHOM CBETE NlaMm,
Ka3aniocb, LUEBENATCS, ¥ BAPYT NOAYMar, YTO UMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT MOJSIKOBHUK B TULLIX
CBOEro TaMHCTBEHHOIO KAabUHETA OTKPbIN OKHO, BbIXoAsllee Ha ceep. Hy KOHeYHo, B
TAKYIO YHbIIYIO TEMHYIO OCEHHIOI MOpPY KOMeHAaHT KpernocTu cMOoTpen Ha ceBep, Ha
YepHble NpoBasbl AOSUHbI.

M3 ceBepHOM NyCTbIHM AO/KHA 6bla NPUATK yaada, HeOObIYaAHOE MPUKITIOYEHNE,
TOT YyAeCHbIV CNy4Yaii, KOTOPbIN MO KparlHeEN Mepe pa3 B XXM3HM 6biBaeT y Kaxaoro. Us-
3a 3TOM CMyTHOW Hajexabl, C TeYeHVWEM BpEMEHM CTaHOBMBLUENCS Bce 6onee
pacnnbliBYaTOM, B3pOC/ble My>XUMHbI MPOBOAUAM B KpenocTu nyylmne cBov rogsl.

HopManbHas »Wu3Hb, NPOCTbIE YeNIOBEYECKME PaAoCTH, 3aypsHas Cyabba bblin He
AN HUX; XMBS 30eCb 60K 0 60K, OHU NENesnu OaHy U Ty XXe MeUTy, XOTS HUKOrAa He
06MONBUIUCb O HEN HU CMIOBOM — TO JIM MOTOMY, YTO CaMu He OTAaBanu cebe B 3TOM
0TYeTa, TO I MPOCTO NOTOMY, YTO BbINM conpgaTaMun, a ConAaThl He NOBAT, Koraa UM
3arnaabiBaloT B AyLly.

Bor u y TpoHka, HaBepHO, 6bina Takas Meuta. OH negaHTMYHO cobntogan
naparpadbl ycraBa W >XXene3Hylo AUCUMIMIMHY, FOPAMICS CBOMM HEeObblIKHOBEHHbIM
YyBCTBOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTM W 3abnyxxaancs, nonarasi, YTo 3TOro AOCTaToYHO. [axe
ecnn 6bl eMy ckasanu: Bce OyaeT Tak A0 KOHLUA TBOEW XXU3HW, BCe OcCTaHeTcs 6e3
M3MEHEHUA [0 MNOoCneaHen MUHYTbl M nopa Obl Tebe yxe OuYHyTbCs. «HeT, 3TO
HEBO3MOXHO, — OTBEeTUN 6bl OH. — [O/MKHO >Xe Koraa-Hnbyab CnyunTbCs YTO-TO
Heobbl4HOE, YTO-TO MOUCTMHE BAaXXHOE, TAaKoe, Mocse Yero MOXHO byaeT ckasaTb: YTO
X, Tenepb, AaXKe eC/IN BCE U KOHYEHO, HE O YEM COXaneTb».

[lporo MOHSN UX HEXUTPYIO TaHY U C 0bneryeHmMeM noayMarn, Yto ero, CTOpOHHEro
HabntoaaTens, Bce 3TO He KacaeTcsl. Yepe3 yeTbipe Mecsla OH ¢ BoXxbei NoMoLbto
pacCTaHeTCs C HUMM HaBceraa. TaMHCTBEHHbIE Yapbl cTapol KpenocTtu paccesnuch C
ropa3uTenbHOW NerkocTblo. Tak Ayman [poro. Ho noyeMy 3TOT CTapyK CMOTPUT Ha HEro
C MNJIOXO CKPbITbIM COMHeHneM? odeMy [Iporo oxBaTwuio BAPYr XXenaHve HacBUCTaTb
KakoM-HMOYyAb MOTUBYUMK, MMOTHYTb BMHA, BbINTM Ha CBEXMI BO3AYX? MOXET, eMy Haao
6b110 AOKa3aTb caMoMy cebe, YTO OH AENCTBUTENBLHO CBOOOAEH M CMOKOEH?

VIl

A BOT ¥ HOBble Apy3bsi Jporo — nenteHaHTbl Kapno Mopenb, MbeTpo AHryCcTuHa,
®paHyecko MpoTTa, Makc Jlaropuo. B 3T0T cBo60AHbIN Yac OHM cobpannch BCce BMeCTe
B CTONOBOM. KpoMe HUX 3aecb Obl1 TOMbKO MPUCIYXHUK, MOAMUPABLUNA MPUTONOKY
[anbHeN ABEpUW, a M3 MoslyMpaka C pasBellaHHbIX MO CTEHaM MOPTPETOB B3Mpanu Ha
oduLepoB CcTapble NOIKOBHUKKN. BoceMb BYTbINOK YepHenn Ha cKaTepTun cpeam oCTaTKoB
3aKOHUYMBLLENCS TPanesbl.



Bce 6binn cnerka Bo36y>XAeHbl — TO M OT BMHA, TO /I OTTOrO, YTO YacC TaKOM
no3aHui. Korga oHW yMonkanu, CHapy»Xwu AOHOCWUACS LYM A0XAS.

OTtMeyvanu oTbe3a rpacda Makca Jlaropro, KOTOpbIN OTCNYXWN ABa rofa B Kpenoctu
1 3aBTpa AO/KEH Obln ee NOKMHYTb.

— AHrycTuHa, — ckasan Jlaropuo, — ecniv Tbl TOXE PEeLLULLb exaTb, 1 Tebs noaoxay.

Ckaszan oH 3TO, KaK BCeraa, wyTnnMBo, HO 4yBCTBOBa/10OCb, YTO HaMEPEHUE CBOE
rOTOB BbIMNMOJIHATD.

AHryCTUHa TOXe OTCIYXXW/1 ABa Fofa, HO ye3xaTb He cobupancs. OH 6bin 6neaeH u
CUAEN C OTPELLEHHBIM BMAOM, C/IOBHO HUKTO 3[1€Cb EMY HE HYXEH M MomMasn OH ctoaa
COBEPLUEHHO C/yYalHo.

— AHrycTuHa, — noBTOpW J1aropmo, NoYTK CPbIBAsiCb Ha KPUK, TakK Kak bbln CUIbHO
HaBecene, — eC/M Tbl TOXKE peLUMLLb exaTb, 1 MOry Tebsi NoaoXaaTb. XOTb TPU AHSL.

JleiiTeHaHT AHrycTuHa NpoMonyan — NnLb NPUHYXAEHHO yNbl6HYcs. Ero rony6oit,
BbIFOPEBLUMA HAa COMHUE MYHAUP OTAMYANCS KakKoW-TO HEeyroBMMOM HebpexHoW
3M1EraHTHOCTbIO.

Jlaropuo, NonoXue npasylo pyKy Ha Mnedo AHFYCTUHbI U MpuU3biBas Ha MOMOLLb
ocTanbHbIX — Mopens, 'poTtTy, [lporo, — cka3an:

— MoBnusINTE Ha Hero XoTb Bbl. Beab B ropoae eMy 6yaeT nydule.
— YT0 3HaUMT — Nydwe? — cnpocun AHrycTuHa, M306bpaasi 3anHTepecoBaHHOCTb.

— S xoTen ckasaTb, YTO B ropoge Tbl cebs Oyaewb nydwe 4yBCTBOBaTb. Kak,
BMpOYEM, U BCE Mbl. Tak s cunTalo.

— Sl yyBCTBYIO Cebsi MPEKPACHO, — CyX0 OTO3BasiCsl AHIyCTUHa. — W B NleYeHnmn He
HY>XAakoCb.

— A KTO roBOpWT Npo NeveHne? A ckasas, YTo XM3Hb B ropoge notuna 6bl Tebe Ha
nosb3y.

Mocne cnoB Jlaropuo CTano CrbilHO, Kak Ha ABOPe NbeT A0XAb. AHIyCTMHA
pasrna)XuBan ABYMS NMasbLaMyn YCUKK; pa3roBop 3TOT Obl1 My HEMPUSTEH.

Ho Jlaropno He yHuMancs:
— O mMaTepu, 0 poAHbIX Thl HE AyMaelsb... [1peacTasnsgellb, Kak TBOS MaMma...

— Mos Mama He nponageT, — OTBETUN AHryCTMHa TOHOM, B KOTOPOM CKBO3M/a
ropbkasi yCMeLlKa.

Jlaropuo, 3aMeTUBLLWIA 3TO, MEPEMEHUN TEMY:

— MNopymai cam, Beab nocnesaBTpa Tbl MOr 6bl BCTPETUTLCS C KnayauHon. Yxe aBa
roaa, Kak oHa Tebs He Buaena.

— KnayauHa... — BSno 0To3Bancs ToT, — Kakas ewe KnayamHa? YTo-10 He NOMHIO.

— Hy Kkak e, He noMHuLb! C TO6OW CeroaHsi MPOCTO HEBO3MOXHO pa3roBapuBaTh!
Haaetocb, 9 He Bbldan HMKAKOWM TalHbI? Bac ke NOCTOSIHHO BUAENWN BMECTE.

— A-a! Tenepb NpunNoMuHalD, — NPOCTO M3 BEXMBOCTU OTBETUA AHIFyCTUHA. —
Hawen o koM roBoputb. [la oHa, AOMKHO 6bITb, M AyMaTb 060 MHe 3abbina...

— Hy, 370 Tbl 6pOCb, HaM-TO U3BECTHO, YTO BCE AEBYOHKM OT Tebs 6e3 yma, Heyero
CTPOUTb U3 cebs CKPOMHMKA! — BOCKIMKHYN [poTTa.

AHIyCTMHa NOCMOTpPEN Ha Hero B ynop AONArMM B3rnsAoM: Takas NowWsocTb bbina
eMy SIBHO He Mo ayule.

MNomonuanu. CHapyXu, BO TbMe, NMOA OCEHHUM [AOXAEM BblllarMsaav 4YacoBble.
Boga, 6ynbkas, nunacb no TeppacaM, Xyp4dana B BOAOCTOYHbIX Tpybax, cTekana no
CTeHaM. 3a OKHaMW CTosiNa HernpornsaHas TeMeHb. AHryCTUHa BAPYr XpWUMio U pe3ko



KawnsHyn. Kasanocb CTpaHHbIM, YTO MOJSIOAOWM YeNoBEK C TAKUMMU YTOHYEHHbIMU
MaHepamu MOXET 13AaTb CTOMb HEMPUSTHBIN 3BYK. HO AHryCTUHA NpoaosiKan KawnsTh,
NPUKPbIBasi POT U KaXKablli pa3 HAKMNOHSAS rOfIoBY, C/TIOBHO XOTeN 3TWM MOKas3aTb, YTO
HMYEro He MOXET C coboi noaenaTb, YTO OH 3AECb HW MpPU YEM U BbIHYXXAEH TEPNeTb
Takoe HeyaobCTBO MPOCTO B CWU/ly CBOErO XOPOLLEro BOCMUTaHUS. TakuM 0b6pasoM OH
npeBpallan Kalleflb B 3TaKyld OPUrMHasbHYI0 MPUBLIYKY, AaXe 3aciy>XUBAIOLLYHO
noApaXkaHusi.

3a CTONOM BoUapwiacb TAMOCTHasi TWLLKMHA, KOTopyto [poro cyen HyXHbIM
HApYLWMTb.

— Mocnywwai, Jlaropuo, — CNpPOCcK OH, — B KOTOPOM e Yacy Tbl 3aBTpa OT6bIBaELLb?

— [lyMato, okos10 Aecsith. XoTenoch 6bl BblEXaTb MNOPaHbLLE, HO HY)KHO MOMpPOLLaThCst
C NOJIKOBHUKOM.

— MoNKOBHMK NOAHMMAETCA B NATb yTpa. M neToM, n 3MMOM — pOBHO B NATb, Tak
4TO MU3-3a Hero y Tebs 3aaepXKkn He byaer.

Jlaropuo paccmesancs.

—[a, HO 4 He CO6VIpa}OCb noaHMMaTbLCS B NATbL. XOTb B NocneaHee yTpo OTOCMIHOCh,
33 MHOWN B€/lb HUKTO HE FOHUTCS.

— 3HauuT, nocnesaBTpa byaelb Ha MecTe, — 3aMeTun Mopenb He 6e3 3aBUCTW.
— KnsiHyCb, MHE CaMOMy 3TO KaXXeTCsl HEBEPOSATHbIM, — OTKIIMKHYNCA Jlaropwo.
— YTO MMEHHO — HEBEPOSITHLIM?

— Y10 Yepe3 aBa AHS 9 yxe byay B ropoae, — nosicHnn Jlaropuo. U nocne naysbl
pobaeun: — Tenepb yXXe — HaBceraa.

AHryctvHa 6bin 6nefeH: OH y)Xe He norfaxwsan CBOW YCUKW, a cuaen, YCTpeMunB
HEBMAALMA B3rnsa B NOMyMpakK CTOMOBOM, rae 0COBEeHHO OLlyLWanocb HacTynnieHue
HOYM — TOro Yaca, Koraa cTpaxv NoknaaoT obnynneHHbIe CTeHbI, @ Nevany CMAryarTcs,
Koraa aywa, ropaennBo B3MaxHYB KpblibSMU, BO3HOCUTCS HaA CMALLMM YE0BEYECTBOM.
OcTekneHeBwMe rnasa MOMNKOBHMKOB Ha 6o0nbwnx nopTpetax Oblin  MCMOMHEHbI
npeayvyBCTBUS BENUKUX BUTB. A AOXAb W He nepecTasas.

— lMpeacraBnsiewb, — BHOBb oObpawasicb K AHrycTuHe, ckasan Jlaropuo
6e3xanocTHo, — nocnes3asTpa B 3TO BpeMsl 1, BO3MOXHO, byay yxe y KoHcanbsw.
LLInkapHoe 06LecTBO, My3blKa, KpacuBble XXEHLLMHDI.

Tak oHW NbUnK WyTUTb paHbLUe.
— Hy 1 BKycbl y Tebsi! — npeHebpexnTenbHo 0To3Bancs AHryCcTmHa.

— A MOXeT... — npogomkan Jlaropuo M3 cambiX Nydyllnx Mo6y>XAeHWiA, C
€AVIHCTBEHHOW Lienblo ybeanTb apyra, — Aa, NoXxanym, Tak S U CAeNato — HaHecy BU3NUT
TpoHaM, TBoeMy Asatowke... TaM cobupaeTcs npusTHas nNybnnka v urpa BeAeTcs «no-
6naropogHoMy», KaK ckasas 6bl [)KakoMo.

— Toxe MHe — yaosonbCTBue! — oTo3Banca AHrycTuHa.

— Kak 6bl TaMm HuM 6bI10, — BO3pa3un Jlaropno, — HO nocnesaBTpa s 6yay
pa3BfieKkaTbCs, @ Tbl ONSATb NoMAeLWb B kapayn. MNpeactaBnselb: S rynsto no ropoay, —
OH Jla)Ke 3acMessicsl OT OAHOWM 3TOM MbIC/N, — @ K Tebe B 3TO BpeMsl SIBNISIETCA KanuTaH.
«Hukakmx npoucliecTsmin, 3abonen YyacoBor MapTuHW». B aBa Yaca cepxaHT pa3byaut
Tebs: «[loBepka, rocnoavH nemteHaHT». [a, oH pa3byauT Tebs poBHO B ABa, MOry
MOKNSCTbCA, @ A B 3TOT YacC HaBepHsika 6yay B noctenu ¢ Posapuent...

Jaropwo, kak Bceraa, 6bin 6e3ayMHO XKECTOK — K 3TOMY BCE yxe NpmBbIKAn. Ho ero
CNoBa BOCKPecMnM B MaMsTU npusTenein obpa3 [Janekoro ropoja C POCKOLHbIMM
3[aHUSIMMU U OFPOMHbBIMW COBOpaMK... BO3AYLUHbIE Kyrona, POMaHTU4YHbIE anjen Hag



pekoi. TaMm, AyManu OHW, ceryac, HaBepHO, CTENETCS TOHKas NefieHa TyMaHa 1 hoHapu
NbIOT CBOWM CNabblil XXeNnToBaTbli CBET, B KOTOPOM HAa MYCTbIHHbIX YMLAX TEMHEIOT
CUNY3Tbl Mapo4YeK, CUSIET OFHAMWM 3aCTEKJSIEHHbIA MOpTan Onepbl, Pa3faloTCs KPUKK
Ky4yepoB, BUTAIOT OT3BYKM CKPUMUYHOM My3blKM U CMEXa, M3 CyMpayHbiX NOALE3A0B
[IOHOCSITCA1 XKEHCKME royioca, Ha HEBOO6GPA3MMOW BbICOTE cpeau NabupuHTa KpbiLl
CBETSATCS OKHA — MWMbIA rOpof4, XpaHsiWMN B cebe MeyTbl MX MOSIOAOCTU U CyNaLmi
HeW3BeAaHHbIE MPUKITIOYEHUS.

Bce Tenepb He3aMeTHO MOrnsAbIBaNM Ha SMUO AHIMYCTUHBI, HaMpshKeHHoe OT
TLWETHO CKpbIBAaeEMOM ycTanoctu. M Bce co3HaBanu, 4To cobpanncb OHWM 34€Cb, YTOObI
NPOCTUTLCSA He C OTObIBaOLWMM JTaropno, a C AHIYCTMHON: BeAb TONIbKO MY MPeacTouT
ocTaTtbcsl B Kpenoctu. Koraa nogoMaeT vx Yepea, OHM BCe yeayT cneaom 3a Jlaropmo —
n Ipotta, u Mopenb, a paHblue Apyrnx — [bkoBaHHM [lporo, KOTOpPOMY HY>XHO
npocnyxutb B Kpenoctn Bcero 4etblpe Mecsiua. AHIMYCTMHA Xe ocTaHeTcs. [MoHATb,
OTYero AO0/MKHO 6bITb MMEHHO TaK, OHM He MOrfN, HO 3HaNM 3TO HaBepHsika. U xoTs
TOBapuWKM CMYTHO 4yBCTBOBaNKW, 4TO M B 3TOM TOXe O6blno cBoeobpasve,
OPUIMHANBbHOCTb AHIYCTWUHBI, HUKTO MOYEMY-TO YXE He HaxoAws BO3MOXHbIM eMy
3aBMAOBaTb WM MOApaXkaTb: B CYLHOCTM, CIMWIKOM YXXK 3TO HanoMWMHAN0 KaKylo-TO
MaHuto.

A npoknsATbIi CHOO6 AHrycTMHa ewe u ynblibaetcsa! [loyeMy OH, COBEPLUEHHO
60onbHON, He 6eXWUT yknaablBaTb BELWIWM, HE FOTOBUTCA K OTbE3dy, a CMAMT, YCTaBACb
HEBMASILUMM B30poM B nonytbMy? O 4yeM OH Aymaet? Kakas TaliHasi ropAapblHs
yaepXxuBaeT ero B Kpenoctn? 3HauuT, n OH... [IpnucMoTpuch K HeMy, Jlaropmo, Beab Thbl
€ro Apyr, NpPUCMOTPUCH XOPOLLEHBbKO, MOKa He MO3AHO, MoCTapaics 3aneyaTneTb B
CBOEW MaMsTh 3TO NNLO TaKWUM, KaKMM Tbl BUAMLb €0 Cenmyac: TOHKUN HOC, YCTasblii
B3rNs4, HENpuUsITHas ynbloka... 6bITb MOXET, KOrAa-HMbyAb Thl MOMMELLb, MOYEMY OH He
3axoTen NnocneaoBaTb TBOEMY MpUMepY, MOMMELUb, KakMe MbICIM Tauiucb 3a 3TUM
6neaHbIM Yenom.

HayTpo Jlaropuo yexan. [eHwuK xaan ero ¢ AByms siowaabMu y BopoT KpenocTu.
Hebo 66110 3aTSHYTO Ty4aMu, HO AOXAb NpeKpaTUICs.

C [oBOMbHLIM BMAOM Jlaropvo BbIWEN M3 CBOEM KOMHATbl, HE OrNsiHYBLUUCb
Hamocneaok u aaxe He 6pocyB NPoLLanbHOro B3rnsaa Ha Kpenoctb. KpenocTHble CTeHb
BO3BbIWANINCb HAA HWM — HEMPUBETIMBbLIE, XMypble, Y BOPOT HEMOABWXHO 3acCTbl/
4acoBOW, Ha O6LUIMPHOM Miauy He 6bi10 HK AyLn. U3 Kakor-TO NpunenmeLIencs K opTy
6yaKM AOHOCMNNCL PUTMUYHbBIE YAAPbl MONTOTKA.

AHryCTUHa CrycTuncs nonpoLwaTbest ¢ ToBapuweM. OH NackoBO MOTpenasn KOHS U
cKasan:

— [10 4ero KpacmBoe XMBOTHOE.

Jlaropvo yes»an, yesan B Ux poIHON ropoj, Bo3BpaLLasncs K NEerkon 1 npusTHON
XWU3HW. A OH OCTaBasiCa U1, rnaas HernpoHWUaeMbiM B30OPOM Ha XJ10MOTaBLUEro BOKPYr
nowaen ToBapuLLa, 30 BCEX CUT CTapasncs COXPaHUTb Ha Nnue ynbloKy.

— IMpocTO He BepuTCH, UTO 9 ye3xato, — rosopun Jlaropno. — 3T1a KpenocTtb 6bina
ANSt MEHS KaKMM-TO KOLUMapoM.

— Mepepnalt NpMBET MOMM, — CKa3an AHIYCTMHA, He cnyLwas ero. — CkaXxu Mame, 4Tto
Y MeHs BCe B NOpsAKe.

— He 6ecnokoiics, — oTBeTUN JTaropno 1 nocne KoOpoTKoM nay3bl AobaBun: — Thbl yX
MPOCTN MEHS 3a BYepalLHee. Mbl C TOOOWM COBEPLLUEHHO pa3Hble NI0AM... 1 HUKOrAa He



MOT MOHSATb, YTO Y TEHS Ha YMe. MHe KaXeTcs, Tbl OAEPXXMUM KaKOM-TO MaHMEN. A MOXET,
g owmnbatoch.

— [la 6pocb Tbl, — OTBETWU/T AHTYCTUHA, OMEPLUNCb MPaBON PYKOM Ha KPymn KOHS U
rnaas cebe nog Horn. — 8 1 He AyMan obmxaTbCs.

[1a, oHu 6bInK pazHbIMK NOABMK, NOOWUIU pasHble BeLW, HEOANHAKOBLIMK BblN NX
WHTENNEKTYaNbHbIA YPOBEHb U KyNbTypa. [a)ke CTpaHHbIM Ka3anocb NOCTOSHHO BUAETb
NX BMECTe, HaCTOJIbKO AHIyCTUHa BO BCEX OTHOLLEHUAX npesocxoann npusatens. OgHako
OHW ApPY>XWnn. M3 BCeX OKpyXawwmux TONbKO J1aropyo MHCTUHKTMBHO €ro rnoHuman,
TOMbKO OH >Xasen ToBapuvwa U AaXe WUCMbITbIBAN HENOBKOCTb OTTOrO, UYTO ye3xXaeT
paHblue, Kak 6yaTo AenaeT 3TO U3 rynoro XKenaHus BblAennTbcs. MoTOMy-TO 1 Ben OH
cebs Kak-TO HepeLUnTeNbHO.

— Ecnm yBuanwb KnayauHy, — ckasan AHrycTMHa 6ecuBeTHbIM ro10coM, — nepeaan
MPUBET... XOTS JIyyLle He HAZl0, HNYErO e HE FOBOPM...

— O, oa oHa cama cnpocuT, ecnun Mbl yBnanmcs. OHa e 3HaeT, YTo Thl 34eCh.

AHrycTuHa npomMonyarn.

— A Tenepb, — ckasan Jlaropmno, OKOHUMBLLMI C NMOMOLLBIO AEHLLIMKA NPUTOpayMBaTh
K ceany AOPOXHYI0 CYMKY, — MHE Nopa exaTb, BpeMs uaeT. lMNpowai.

OH noXkan apyry pyky v KapTUHHO BCKOYMN B CEAO0.

— MNpowwan, JTaropno! — KpukHyn AHryctuHa. — Cyactameoro nytu!

BuinpamuBLnck B ceane, Jlaropmo B3rnsgHyn Ha AHFYCTUHY. W XOTS OH He oT/in4yancs
NMPOHMLUATENBHOCTBIO, CMYTHbIA BHYTPEHHUA TONOC FOBOPU €My, YTO BpSA SN OHU
Koraa-Hubyap elle cBnasTcs.

OH npuwnopun KoHs. M Toraa AHryCTuHa HEpEeLNTENbHO B3MaxHy NpaBon pyKoMu,
CNOBHO XOTeN 3a4epikaTb TOBapuLla, CKa3aTb €My elle YTo-TO Hamocneaok. Jlaropwo,
NpoexaBLWI YXX€ METPOB ABaALATb, KPAaeM rnas3a 3aMeTW 3TOT XKECT, OCTAaHOBMUIICS U
crpocwmn:

— Tbl 4yTO? 3abblN YTO-TO CKa3aTb?

Ho AHryctvHa yxe onyctun pyKy, W BCA €ro rno3a OnATb BblpaXkasa MOMHYI0
6e3y4acTHOCTb.

— HeT-HeT, — oTBETUN OH. — Hnyero!

— A MHe nokasanoch... — CMYLLEHHO cKa3an Jlaropmo 1, NnokaymMBasacb B Ceane, He
cnewa nepecek nnau,.

IX

Teppacbl Kpenoctn ctann Takumu xe 6enbiMin, Kak KoXKHash AOoNMHA U ceBepHas
NycTbiHA. CHer NOMHOCTBbIO YKPbIST 3CKapnbl, XPYNKMM KapHU30M ner Ha 3ybupbl CTeH, C
rMyXvM LWYMOM LUNEenanca C BOAOCTOKOB, BPEMS OT BPEMEHM HEMOHATHO Mnoyemy
CPpbIBANCs C KPYTbIX OTKOCOB, U TSHXKeNble NaBuHbI, KIybsiCb 1 rpoxoya, 0bpyLumBanmcs B
pacLLenuHbl Mexay CKasamu.

3710 6bIN yXXe He NepBblM, @ TPETUN UM YETBEPTbIM CHeronag. 3HauuT, MPOLLIO
HEMasnio BpEMEHM.

— A y MeHs1 Takoe YyBCTBO, YTO 51 TONIbKO BYepa npubbin B KpenocTb, — roBOpwW
[Aporo.

N pencTBuTenbHO, Ka3anocb, 3TO Obi0 TONLKO BYEpa, HO BeAb BPEMS BCE PaBHO
LU0 B CBOEM HEOLLYTUMOM TEMMeE, OANHAKOBOM AN1s BCEX — HUYYTb He bonee MeasieHHOM
ANS CHACTMBLIX U He H6onee 6bICTPOM ANs1 HeCHACTHbIX.

BoT Tak — HM BbICTPO, HM MeasIeHHO — MPOLLK elle Tpy Mecsua. BocnoMuHaHus o
POXAECTBE KaHyNM B MPOLWIOE, HACTyMuA HOBbIM FOA, HAa HECKONbKO MrHOBEHWM



NpobyavBLLMIA B NOASX HEMOHATHblE Haaexabl. [pkoBaHHWM [poro yxe roToBuics K
oTbe3ay. HyXXHO 6bl10 BbIMOMHUTL €elle OAHY (POpPManbHOCTb: NMPONTU MEAULMHCKOE
OCBMAETENIbCTBOBAHME, O KOTOPOM C CaMOro Hayasia roBopwvn Manop MaTTu, nocne Yyero
[poro Mor noknHyTb Kpenoctb. OH BCce BpeMsi TBepaun cebe, UTO 3TO 3aMeyaTesibHo,
4YTO B ropofe ero XAeT nerkas, 6ecneyHas v, AOMKHO ObITb, CYACTIMBas XWU3Hb, HO
noYyeMy-To YAOB/IETBOPEHUNS HE YyBCTBOBA/I.

YTpom 10 siHBaps OH Bowes B KAabMHET Bpaya Ha CaMOM BepxHeM aTaxe Kpenoctu.
Bpauy ®epavHaHao PoBuHe nepeBanunio 3a nATbaecat. Y Hero 6bino obprosrilee u
YMHOE N0, Ha KOTOPOM fieXana neyaTb NPMBLIYHOM YCTanoctTu. Bmecto dopMbl OH
HOCKN AJIMHHBIN TEMHbIN CIOPTYK, KaK Y CyAbu. POBMHa cuaen 3a CTONOM, 3aBasieHHbIM
pa3HbIMK KHUramum u Bymaramu, HO Boweawui 6e3 npeaynpexaeHus [poro cpasy
MOHS/T, YTO AOKTOP HUYEM HE 3aHAT: NMPOCTO CUAUT HEMOABMXKHO U O YEM-TO AyMaeT.

OKHO BbIXOAMNO BO ABOp, rAe nevatanu war congatbl: Aeno Wio K Beyepy, U
HauMHanacb CMeHa kapaynoB. /I3 OkHa BMAHENacb YacTb NMPOTUBOMOJIOXKHOM CTEHBI, a
Hag Hel — HeOobbIKHOBEHHO sicHoe He6o. OHWM Mo3A0pOoBanUCb, M [XKOBaHHWM TOTYacC
ybeauncs, 4to Bpad O4eHb XOPOLLO OCBEAOMJIEH O ero Jene.

— BOpOHbI rHe345TCs, @ NacTOYKM yNeTaoT, — NOLWYTKN POBUHA M BbIHYN U3 SLWMKa
NUCT ByMarun ¢ oTneyaTaHHbIM POPMYISPOM.

— Bam, OOKTOp, BEPOSITHO, HEM3BECTHO, YTO S Monan ctoda no owubke, — ckasan
[Aporo.

— Bce nonanu croga no owunbke, MUIbIN ManbyMK, — MHOrO3HAYUTENBHO 3aMETUIT
JOKTOp. — [la, B TOM UM MHOM CTENEHM BCe, AaXXe Te, KTO OCTaNnCb 3/1€Cb HACOBCEM.

[lporo He BMOJSHE €ro MOHA M OrpaHNYMICS HEONPEAENEHHOW Y bIOKOW.

— 0O, a Bac He nopuuato! — npogomkan PoBuHa. — Bbl, Monoable, npaBuiibHO
[enaeTe, YTO He XOTUTe 34eCb 3acTpeBaTb. BHU3Y, B ropoae To ecTb, ropa3ao bosnblue
nepcnekTue. IHOraa MHe n caMoMy KaXXeTcsl, UTO ecnn 6bl 1 Mor ...

— A 4T0, — cnpocun [poro, — pa3se Bbl He MOXeTe AobuTbCcs nepesoaa?

[loKTOp 3aMaxasn pykamu, C/IOBHO MPUHS/T 3TU C10Ba 3@ HEYMECTHYIO LUYTKY.

— Oobutbcs nepesoaa? — OH pacxoxoTancs. — [locne npoBeAeHHbIX 34eCb ABaALaTy
naty net? CAMWKOM NO34HO, HOHOWA, paHbLle Hafo 66110 AyMaThb.

BO3MOXHO, AOKTOPY XOTenocb, YTobbl [Jporo ¢ HUM NOCNOpUA eLle, HO, NOCKOSIbKY
NEWTEHAHT YMOJIK, OH NPUCTYNuA K aeny. Mpeanoxms [)XOBaHHM CECTb, OH CMPOCW/ ero
nMsa 1 hbamMnnmio, 3aHeC UxX B COOTBETCTBYIoLWMe rpadbl popMynspa. 3aTeM cKkasas:

— WTaK, y Bac He B nopsiake cepaeyHo-cocyamucras cuctema, BepHo? Balwemy
OpraHvM3My BpeAeH BbICOKOrOpHbIM KnnuMaT? Tak v 3anuvwiem, aa?

— Y70 X, NUWIKTe, — cornacuncs lporo. — Bbl Bpay, BaM BUAHEN.

— Pa3 yx geno obctouT TakMMm 06pa3oM, BaM, MOXanyW, Hy>XeH M OTMycK Ans
BOCCT@HOBJ/IEHWS 300PpOBbs. — [lOKTOp NOAMUIHYI.

— Cnacunbo, — ckasan [lporo, — HO s He xoTen 6bl 310ynoTpebnaTsb...

— Bonsa Bawa. 3HauuT, OTNycK oTnagaeT. S B BaweM Bo3pacTte He 6bin CTonb
LeneTuneH.

[bKoBaHHK, BMeCTO TOro 4Tobbl CecTb, MOAoWeNn K OKHY M BpemMsi OT BpeMeHM
nornsabiBan BHWU3, rae Ha 6enoM cHery BbICTpounuce congatbl. ConHUE TONMbKO YTO
3awso, Bo Asope Kpenoctu pasnunucb ronybosatble CyMepKu.

— bonblue NoNoBMHBI TakMX, Kak Bbl, NOC/E TPeX-YeTbIpeX MecsueB XOTAT yexaTb, —
C Nerkov rpycTblo Npoaosikan AOKTOp, Tenepb TOXE OKYTaHHbI TeHbK, Tak 4TO



HEMOHSTHO 6blN0, Kak OH MOXET nucatb. — BOT M 9, ecnn 6bl MOXHO 6bII0 BEPHYTb
MOM0AO0CTb, NOCTYNWUA 6bl, KaK Bbl... XOTS B 06LIEM-TO 3TO HEMPABUbLHO.

[poro cnywan 6e3 BCIKOro MHTepeca, Tak Kak 6bls1 NOornioweH BUaoM U3 okHa. Emy
NMoKasasioCb, YTO Ha ero rnasax OKpY)XXaBlUME ABOP XXeNnToBaTble CTEeHbl MOAHSNUCH
BbICOKO-BbICOKO K XpyCTanbHOMy Heby, a Haa HuMK, TaM, BAaneke, ele Bbiwe
B3METHY/IUCb OAMHOKME 6allHW, KpyTble, YBEHYaHHblE€ CHEroBbIMM LUAMKaMn OTKOCHI,
BO34YLUHble 3cKaprnbl U (OpPTbl, KOTOPbIX OH Mpexae He 3aMedan. locnegHue nyyu
3aKaTa MoKa elle OCBelanu MX, U OHW CBepKann TauHCTBEHHbIM U HENOCTUXKMUMbIM
XuBbIM cBeTOM. [lporo aaxe He npeactaBnsn cebe, 4uto KpenocTb Tak CAOXHa W
OrpoMHa. Ha coBepLUeHHO HEMBIC/IMMON BLICOTE OH YBWMAEN BLIXOAMBLUEE HA AOSNHY
OKHO (MNnn 6oMHMLY?). TaM, AO/MKHO BbITb, TOXE €CTb NIIOAN, EMY HE3HAKOMbIE, U AaXe
mMonogble oduuepbl, C KOTOpPbIMM MOXHO 6bl10 6bl noapyxuTtbcsd. OH  Buaen
reoMeTpuyeckn 4YeTkne TeHU npoBanoB Mexay 6acTMoHamu, LWaTKue MOCTUKM,
MOBUCLLME MEXAY KpbillaMu, CTpaHHbIE, Haryxo 3anepTble NopTasbl Y CaMOM KPOMKM
CTeH, OCTpble, HAaKpPeHMBLUMECS OT BpeMeHU pebpucTble 3ybLbl.

B cBeTe (oHapel n dakenoB Ha CMHEBATO-(MONETOBOM AHE ABOpPa OH BuAen
OFPOMHBIX M ropAblX CONAAT, OBHAaXMBLUMX WTbIKK. Ha ¢oHe 6enoro cHera 4epHble
HEMOABWKHbIE LUEPEeHr Kasanucb BblKOBAHHbIMU M3 Xene3a. OHM 6bliv npeKkpacHsbl.
ConpaTbl CTOSNN, CNOBHO KaMeHHble M3BasiHWS, a TyT elle 3anena Tpyba, u ronoc ee,
pacrnpocTpaHsasiCb B BO3AyXe — TaKOW XXMBOM, CepebpucTbii, — MPOHWMKaN B CaMoe
cepaue.

— Bce BbI nocTeneHHo oTcoaa yeaete, — 6opmoTan B nonyMmpake POBMHA, — B KOHLE
KOHLIOB OCTaHeMCsl TOIbKO Mbl, CTapuku. B aTom roay...

BHM3y, BO ABOpe, urpana Tpyba — B 3TOM UYMCTOM 3BYKE rofi0C YenoBeka U ronoc
MeTanna, cnvMBasiCb, TpeneTann OT BOWHCTBEHHOrO nbifa. A KOraa 3BYKM CMOJKIM,
BOKpYr, Aaxe B KabuHeTe Bpada, elle nNpoao/mKaanm BUTaTb KakMe-TO HEU3bSCHUMbIE
Yyapbl. Hactynuna Takas TUWIKWHA, YTO MOXHO OblIO0 pa3nMunMTb CKPWM LWArosB Mo
cMep3weMycs cHery. CaMm MOAKOBHUK CMYCTUACS BHU3 — NPUBETCTBOBATb kapaysbl. U
CHOBa Tpu HeobblyalMHOM KpacoTbl 3Byka npope3anu Hebo.

— K70 Xe M3 Bac OCTaHeTcs?... — MpoAo/kKan CeToBaTb Bpay. — JIeMTeHaHT
AHrycTuHa, oauH oH. B 3ToM roay, g yBepeH, 1 Mopento npeacTtouT OTrpaBUTbLCA B rOpoA
Ha neyeHuve. [lepxxy napu, 4To 1 OH 3aboneerT.

— Mopenb? — nepecnpocun [poro ANpocTo Ans TOro, Ytobbl Kak-TO noaaepXatb
6eceny. — Mopenb 3aboneet? — Huyero, KpoMe 3TUX NOCNeAHUX C/I0B, OH He Crbllwarn.

— [la HeT Xe, — cka3an Bpay. — 3T0O CBOero poaa Metadopa.

[laxke CKBO3b 3aKpbITOE OKHO OblIN CAbILWHbI LWaru NOIKOBHUKA MO OCTEK/IeHEBLIEMY
CHery. B cyMepkax NpUMKHYTbIE LWUTbIKM Ka3annMCb MHOXXECTBOM cepebpsiHbIX YepToyek.
N3 panbHeW panu [AOHECNocb 3X0 Tpyb: OYEBMAHO, TOT XE€ 3BYK, OTPAXKEHHbIN
NabupUHTOM CTEH.

Bpau nomonyan, 3ateM NoaHSNCS.

— Bot 3aknto4yeHue, ceinyac NOHECY MOJZIKOBHUKY Ha noanncCb. — C aTuMn cnosamu
OH CNoXwun JINCTOK, CYHYN €ro B KOHBEPT, CHAN C BELWIAJIKM LUNHENDb N MEXOBYIO LLATKY.

— Bbl co MHOW, neiTeHaHT? Kyaa Bbl Bce cMOTpUTE?

CMEHMBLUMECS YacoBbIE CAQNIM OPYXXME U PaCXOAUNNUCH B PasHble CTOPOHbI. X waru
Ha CHery, CMBasiCb, 3By4asu r1yXo, HO HaZl0 BCEM elle Lapuna My3blka daHdap. NMoTom
— 3TO 6bINI0 HEYTO HEBEPOSITHOE — CTEHbI, YK€ OKYTaHHbIE TEMHOTOM, CTaNN Mea/IEHHO
NOAHMMATBLCA K 3EHWUTY, @ OT CHErOBOM OMYLUKN Ha KapHU3axX Havanu oTAensitbes 6esble
o6n1auka, NoxXoXM1e Ha Lanenb, NbIBYLIMX B MEX3BE3AHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE.



Mepen MbICNIEHHbIM B30OPOM [1poro MefibkHya KapTUHKA M3 XXM3HW poAHOro ropoaa
— 6N1eaHoe Takoe BOCMOMMHAHME: LYMHbIE YNULbLI MOA AOXAEM, TMMCOBblE CTaTyw,
Cblpble Ka3apMbl, XaJIKMe KOJIOKOSA, YCTasble, U3HYPEHHbIE NMLa, 6ECKOHEYHO ASIMHHbIE
Beuepa, NPOKOMYEHHbIE MOTOJIKU.

A 30ecb, B ropax, HacTynasa Benn4ecTBeHHas Houb C 6erywmmmn Hag KpenocTbto
obnakamu, HOuYb, Cynswas u4To-TO HeobblkHOBEHHOe. W 0TTyaa, C ceBepa,
TaWHCTBEHHOr0, HE BUAMMOIO 3a CTEHaMK ceBepa, — OH 3TO YyBCTBOBA/l — HaABUranacb
ero cyaoba.

— [lokTOp, AOKTOp, — Bblaasun n3 cebsa poro, — 5 340poB.
— MHe 3TO 13BEeCTHO, — OTBETWU Bpay. — A Bbl Kak AyMann?

— S 3p00poB, — nosTOpWMA [poro, NoYTM He y3HaBas COBCTBEHHOro rosnoca. — A
3[10POB 1 XO4Y OCTaTbCA.

— OcTatbcs 3aech, B Kpenoctu? Bol nepegyManu, He XOTUTe ye3xaTtb? YTo ¢ BaMu?
— He 3Hato, — otBeTun [poro. — Ho yexaTtb 9 He Mory.

— 0-0! — BOCKNMKHYN, noaxoas K HeMy, PoBuHa. — Ecnu Bbl He WwyTuTe, en-6ory, 1
3TOMY TOJIbKO paj.

— HeT, He wyu4y, — cka3zan [Jporo, 4yBCTBYS, Kak Ha CMeHy BO36YXXAEHWIO NpUXoanT
Kakoe-TO CTpaHHOe TOMUTEsNIbHOEe YyBCTBO, MOXOXee Ha cyacTbe. — [loKTop, MoxeTe
BblIOpOCUTb Ty ByMaxKy.

X

3TO He MOrN0 He CNy4uTbCs; TaK 6bifo, BEPOSITHO, NpeaonpeaeneHo elle B ToT
AeHb, koraa [poro Brnepsble BMecTe ¢ OpTMLIOM noabexan k KpenocTu 1 oHa npeacrana
nepea HUM B CrensLEeM rnasa nonyaeHHoM 6recke.

[Aporo pewwnn octatbcs. OAHOro XenaHusi, OAHUX MEYTaHU O noaBurax TyT 6b1I10
6bl, NOXanymn, HeAOCTaTOYHO. B TOT MOMEHT OH cuMTan CBOW NOCTYMOK 3ac/yXXMBaOLLUM
BCAYECKMX NoxBan u bbin CKpeHHe yameneH, obHapyxmB B cebe Takoe 61aropoacTso.
JIMWwb MHOro MecsiueB CrycTsl, OFNSIHYBLUMCb Ha3ad, OH MOMMET, Kakue, B CYLLHOCTMH,
HUUTOXHbIE MENOYM yaepxanu ero B Kpenocru.

MycTb 66l NpOTPYOMNKM TpeBory, nNycTb 6bl MPSIHYIM BOEHHbIE MapLuun, a C ceeBepa
MPULLIAN BECTU O HAABWUraloLLENCs OMacHOCTM — 3TO HE OCTAHOBWJIO Obl €ro; HO B HEM
yXXe MyCTUAN KOPHU PYTMHA, BOMHCKOE TLlEeCNaBue, MPUBSA3AHHOCTb K 3TUM CTeHaM,
KOTOpbIE CTaNnu NMpPMBbLIYHLIM aTPUOYTOM €ro NOBCEAHEBHOW XU3HU. XBAaTWUMNO YETbIpEX
MecsiLeB, YTOObI pa3MepeHHbI pUTM CyX6bl 3acocan ero.

OH NpUBbIK HECTU AEXKYPCTBA NO Kapayny, KOTOpble BHavase Ka3ainucb HEBbLIHOCMMO
YTOMUTENbHbLIMK, NOCTENEHHO YCBOMN TpeboBaHUs yCTaBa, U3y4mn NtobUMbIE CIOBEYKM
N Npu4yabl Ha4yanbCTBa, Tornorpaduio peayToB, MOCTbl YACOBbIX, YrOfKW, FAe MOXHO
6blN0 YKpbITbCA OT BeTpa, CcurHanbl Tpyb. OBnageBasi CceKpeTamu Cnyx6bl, OH
UCNbITbIBa/T KAKOe-TO 0COB0e Y1I0BOSIbCTBME M CTaN MOJSIb30BaThCS YBaXXEHWEM conaaT u
cepaHToB. CaM TpoHK, ybeamBLnCb, YTo [Jporo — YenoBek CepbE3HbIA U aKKypaTHbIN,
Mo-CBOEMY NMPUBSI3ancs K HeMy.

OH Tak 6nmM3ko cowencs ¢ oduuepamMyM rapHM30Ha, YTO Tenepb Aaxke camble
M30LLPEHHbIE UX LUYTKM M HaMeKW He 3acTaBajvM ero Bpacr/iox; Beyepamu OHWU BCe
BMeCTe NoAoNry 06Cy>aanv ropoAckyto XnsHb, K KOTOPOM M3-3a OTAANIEHHOCTU NUTanNK
MOBbILLEHHbIN MHTEpEC.

OH NpuvBbLIK K XopolwleMmy CcTony WM yAobHOW CTONMOBOW, K YIOTHOMY KaMUHYy B
0MLIEPCKON TOCTUHON — OFOHb B HEM MOAAEPXKMBASICA KPYrOCYTOUYHO; K 3a60TIMBOMY



AEHLWMKY — AOBpeieMy napHiO No MMeHU [IXEepOHMMO, MOCTEMNEHHO HAy4MBLLEMYCS
npeaynpexaaTth BCe ero XenaHus.

MpvBbIK BMecTe ¢ Mopenem BpeMsi OT BPEMEHU e3aMTb B bnvkallluee ceneHue:
A06pbIX ABa Yaca BEPXOM MO Y3KOMY YLUENbIO, KOTOPOE OH 3Han Tenepb Kak CBOM NSATb
nanbueB; NPMBLIK K TPaKTUPY, rAe MOXHO Obl0 HAaKoHeL YBMAETb HOBble Nuua, rae
roAaBanu POCKOLLIHbBIN YXKMH M 3BEHEN BECESbIN CMEX AEBYLLEK, BCeraa roToBbIX 0AapUTh
rocts 1to60BbIO.

MpuBbIK K 6eleHbIM cKavykaM Ha nowagsax no acnnaHage nepes KpenocTtbio: B
cB060AHOE BpeMS TaM MOXHO 6bIf10 MOCOCTA3aTbCS C TOBApULLAMU B TOBKOCTU; K TUXUM
BeuepaM 3a laxmaTamn, He obxoamswmMmcs, npaega, 6e3 obua, kKorga napTuum
3aBepwanuce nobegon Aporo. (KanutaH OpTuu roBapusan: «HoBuukam Bcerga Beser.
Bce yepe3 3TO MPOXOASiT — KaXAbl AyMaeT Npo cebs, UTO OH BblAAIOLMICS UrpoK, a
AENo-TO B HOBM3HE... CO BPEMEHEM U OCTaslbHblE OB/IAAEBAIOT €ro NpueMamun, n B OAuH
MPEKPACHbIN AEHb Y HEr0 YXKe HUYEro He MoMyYaeTca».)

MpUBbLIK K CBOEM KOMHATE M MUPHOMY YTEHMIO MO HOYaM, K HaNOMMHAIOLLEN rONoBY
TypKa TpeliMHe B MOTOMKE HaJ KPOBaTbi M K OyfbKaHbiO LMCTEPHbI, CO BPEMEHEM
CTaBLUEMY COBCEM AOMaLUHMM, K IMKE OT CBOEr0 Te/fla B MaTpaue, K NoCTenu — noHavany
TAKOM HEYyIOTHOW, a Tenepb O06MATOM M MOC/YLIHOM, K TOYHO PacCYMTaHHOMY U YXe
aBTOMATUYECKOMY ABMXXEHMUIO PYKW, KOTOPbIM OH racu/l KEPOCMHOBYIO NlaMny MW Knan
KHUIY Ha TyM60uKy. OH y)xe 3Has, Kak Jlydlle pacrofioXUTbCS YTPOM nepes 3epKasioMm
Aans 6puTbs, 4TOObLI CBET Madan Ha MU0 NOA HYXXHbIM Yr/IOM, Kak HaluBaTb BOAY M3
KyBLUMHA B Ta3uK, YTOObl He Habpbi3raTb Ha MOJ, KaK CMPaBUTLCS C HEMOC/YLUHbIM
3aMKOM OZIHOTO U3 SILLMKOB, OTOrHYB KJTHOY YyTb-UyTb KHU3Y.

MpMBbIK K MOCKPUMbIBAHUIO ABEPU B CbIpylO MOroAdy; K MeCTeuky Ha nony, Kyaa
NnajaeT CBET 3arfsiablBalollen B OKHO JIyHbl, M K MEASIEHHOMY MNepeMeLLEHMIO
NOC/NYLIHOTO XOA4Y BPEMEHW NIYHHOTO Jlyya; K BO3HE B HUXXHEN KOMHATE: KaX/y HOUb
POBHO B MOJ/IOBMHE BTOPOro CTapasi paHa B NpaBoil Hore MoAnoskoBHUKa HMKOM03M ¢
YAVBUTE/bHBIM MOCTOSIHCTBOM [aBana o0 cebe 3HaTb, NpepbiBasi Ero COH.

Bce 3TM Belm cTanu Kak 6bl YacTbio €ro CaMoro, U paccTaThbCs C HAMM yxKe Bbino
6bl anb. OgHako [poro He oTaaBan cebe B 3TOM OTYETA U AaXe He NoAo3peBan, uTo
yexaTb oTciofa eMy 6yaeT Tenepb TPYAHO; HE 3HaNM OH M TOro, YTO XM3Hb B KpenocTu
MOr/IoWAeT 3T OAHOOBPA3HO TEKyLME [AHWM CO CTpPEMUTENbHOW BbicTpoTon. WU
BUEpaLLUHWIA, ¥ NO3aBYEPALLHUIA IEHb BbITN OANHAKOBBLIMW, OH HE MOT 6bl OT/IMYUTL OAVH
OT APYroro; To, 4To 6bI10 TPU AHS UM ABaAUATb AHEN Ha3aj, Ka3anocb eMy B paBHOM
Mepe AanekuM. Bpemsa Tekno 1 Tekno, Ho [Iporo 3Toro He 3aMeyarn.

A noka BOT OH, CaMOHaAesiHHbI U 6ecneyHblii, Ha 3CKaprne YeTBepToro peayTa
SICHOV MOPO3HOM HOYbIO. YTOBbI HE 3aMeP3HYTb, YacoBbIE LLAralT HE OCTaHaB/IMBASICh,
M CHEr CKpUMUT y HMX nopa Horamu. OrpoMHasi U coBeplleHHO 6enas nyHa OCBellaeT
3eMnto. U hopT, 1 ckanbl, U KAMEHUCTas AO/IMHA Ha CEBEPE 3a/IUThbl YyAECHLIM CBETOM,
B KOTOPOM MOGNECKMBAET AaXe HEM3MeHHasi TyMaHHasi 3aBeca y CEBEpPHOro Kpasi
MYCTbIHW.

BHM3Yy, B KOMHaTe AeXypHOro oduuepa, BCO HOYb FOPUT laMna: SI3bl4OK M/IaMEHU
crerka noaparnBaeT, OTYEro Mo CTeHaM ABWXKYTCS TeHW. [Iporo TOMbKO YTO Hauyan
nucaTb NUCbMO — HaAo BbINo OTBETUTL cecTpe Apyra Beckosw, Mapumn, Ha KOTOpOW OH
CO BPEMEHEM, BEPOSITHO, XEHUTCA. HO, Han1caB napy CTPOK, OH, CaM He 3Hasl NoYeMy,
BCTaN M3-3a CTOMA U NOAHAMNCA Ha KpbILy.

9To 6bl1 CaMbli HU3KUWA y4acToK GopTudmKaummn, CoBnagaBlLUMN C CEANOBUHOM

nepeBana. VIMEHHO 34eCb HaxoAMNIMCb BOpPOTa Mexay ABYMsi rocyaapctBamu. Mx
MOLLHble, OBUTbIE XXE€NEe30M CTBOPKM HE OTKPbIBA/IMCb C HE3amnaMsiTHbIX BPEMEH. A



KapaynbHbI  OTpsA, AeXypuBWMA Ha HoBOM peayTe, yxoaun W BO3BpalLancs
€Xe[IHEBHO Yepes y3Kyto, OXPaHSIBLLYIOCS YacOBbIMM GOKOBYIO ABEPb: MPONTUN Yepes Hee
MOXXHO 6b1/10 NULLL NO OAHOMY.

[lporo BnepBble AeXYpun Ha 4eTBepToM peayTe. EaBa BbiMAsS Ha NIOLWAAKY, OH
MOCMOTPEN HanpaBo, Ha MOKPbITbIE KOPKOW NibAia U CBEPKaBLUME B JIYHHOM CBETE CKaJlbl.

BeTep, rHaBwMin No Heby ManeHbkue Genble obnauyka, CTan TpenaTb MOJbl ero
LUMHENN — HOBOW LUMHENW, KOTOpasi 3Hauuna Anst Hero Tak MHoro.

OH CTOSI1 HEMOABWXXHO M BrSIAbIBANCA B rpsifbl CKANIUCTbIX rOp, BO3BbILIABLUMXCS
BNepeau, B TaMHCTBEHHYIO CEBEPHYIO Aallb, @ HaKMAKa LWMHENM Xnonana v Mopmnach
Ha BETPY, KaK peloLmnin cTar. 3TolM Houbio [poro 4yBCTBOBaN cebs KpacuBbIM U
MOJIOALEBATLIM U CTOS1, BbINSTUB rPyAb, Y Napaneta CMOTPOBOW MOLAAKN B CBOEM
NMpekpacHoOW LUMHENN C pa3BEBaeMON BETPOM HaKuAKoW. PSaoM ¢ HUM cTosn TpOHK;
3aKyTaHHbIN B CBOIO LUMPOKYHO KPbIATKY, OH AaXke He 6bls1 NOX0X Ha conaarta.

— CkaxuTe-ka, TpoHK, — o0bpatuncad K HeMmy [DKOBaHHM C HaMyCKHOM
03ab04YEHHOCTbIO, — 3TO ONTUYECKUIA 0OMaH UMK NIyHa CEeroaHs AEUCTBUTENBHO 6onblLe,
yeM 06bIYHO?

— He aymato, rocnoanH nemTeHaHT, — oTBeTUN TPOHK, — 3aecb, B KpenocTtu, oHa
BCEra KaXXeTcsl Takom.

Fonoca Mx 3ByYanu MpeyBENMYEHHO FPOMKO, C/TIOBHO BO3AYX Obll CTEKNSIHHBIM.
TpoHK y6eauncsi, YTo NelTEeHaHTy OH 6oblue He HYXXEH, U, ABWXKWMbI CBOUM BEYHbIM
CTPEMIEHMEM TpPOBEPSATb, KakK HECyT CNyx6y 4acoBble, HanpaBu/cs BAOMb Kpas
NNOLAAKK.

OcTaBluMiica B oamHo4ecTBe [poro 4yBCTBOBan cebs moytn cyactimebiM. OH C
ropAOCTbIO CMaKOBas CBOE peLleHne OCTaTbCsl, UCMbITbIBAs LUEMSILLEE YAOBNETBOPEHME
OTTOr0, YTO MPOMEHSIN obecneyeHHble eMy MafleHbKMe pafoCcTy Ha OrpoMHoe 6naro c
OTAaNEHHOM 1 HEM3BECTHOW NEPCNEKTMBON (HO He LEBENNIACL N1 MPU 3TOM B €r0 MO3ry
yTEeLnTENbHas! MbIC/b, YTO YeXaTb-TO OH BCeraa ycneer?).

MpeauyBcTBME — WAM TO 6blna NUlb Haaexaa? — 61aropofHbIX U BEMKUX
cBepLUeHMi Nobyanno ero octaTbecs 34ecb, B Kpenoctu, HO pelleHme 3To MOro 6bITb U
MPOCTO OTTSHKKOW, Belb, B CYLIHOCTM, BCE MyTW neped HUMM Obln MOKa OTKPbITbl. A
BPEMEHW Brepeau eLle MHOro. Kasanochk, ero XaeT BCce caMoe yyllee, YTO TONbKO eCTb
Ha cBeTe. Kyaa e eMy ToponuTbca? [axe >XEHLMHbI, 3T MUIble U HEMOHSITHbIE
CYLLECTBA, XAYT ero — oH 6blfl B 3TOM YBEPEH — KaK CYACT/IMBAs JAHHOCTb, YrOTOBaHHas
€My HOpPMasibHbIM XOA0M XXWU3HMW.

CKOnbKO ellle BpeMeHu Bnepeamn! [axe oauH roa — 310 6€CKOHEYHO MHOMO, a ero
nydwme roabl Beflb TONMbKO Havanucb. OHWM pUCOBanNChL €ro BOOBPaXEHWUIO ASIMHHOM
yepeaon, KOHeL, KOTOpOW U pa3rnsaeTb HEBO3MOXHO, 3TaKUM HEMOYATLIM COKPOBULLEM,
K TOMY K€ CTOJIb OFPOMHbIM, YTO OHO €llle YCreeT HaZlI0eCTb.

N He 6bIno HMKOro, KTo Mor 6bl eMy ckazaTtb: «beperuch, [pkoBaHHM [poro!» XXusHb
Ka3anacb eMy Heucdeprnaemon; kakoe ynopHoe 3abnyxaeHue, BeAb MONOAOCTb YXeE
Hayana oTuBeTaTb. TOMbKO [Jporo He 3Hasn, 4To Takoe BpeMs. [axe ecnun 6bl Bnepeau
y Hero 6blfla MONoAOCTb, U3MepsieMasl, kak y 60ros, He OAHOW COTHEMN NET, BPeEMS U
Toraa 6bl He nokasanocb HeToponavMBbIM. HO B ero pacnopsbkeHun 6bina BCEro Nulb
06bl4yHas yenioBeYecKasl Xu3Hb CO CBOMM CKYMbiM AapOM — KOPOTKOW MOJSIOAOCTbIO —
rogbl €ee no nasblaM MOXHO MepeyecTb, M MPOHECYTCS OHW TakK ObICTPO, YTO M He
3aMeTuLb.

Bnepeam elle ynMa BpeMeHW, AyMan OH. A roBOpSIT, ECTb Ha CBETE Nt0AM, B KaKOW-
TO MOMEHT HauymHatowume (Hy He vyaaku nu!) xaaTb cMepTn — 6aHanbHOro 1 abcypaHoro



SIBIEHUS, KOTOPOE K HEMY, pa3yMeeTCsl, HUKAKoro KacaTesibCTBa He umeeT. [ymast 06
3ToM, [lporo ynblbancsi, a MOCKOMbKY €ro y)e Hadan npobupaTtb X0nod, NpuHacs
MEPUTb Laramm niowaaxy.

KpenocTHble CTeHbl B 3TOM MECTe NOBTOPSN penbed nepeBana, 06pasys CI0XKHYHO
cUCTeMy NNOWaaok M Teppac. Ceepxy [poro 6bi0 BMAHO, Kak B JIYHHOM CBETE
OTYET/IMBO YEPHEIOT Ha CHEry pacTaHyBLUIMECS LEnoYykon uvacosble. [oag  umx
pa3MepeHHbIMU LLAaraMmn NOXPYCThiBaa 3aMep3Lias Kopka CHera.

CamoMy 6/IMXKHEMY YacOBOMY, HAaXOAMBLLEMYCSt METPaX B AECATM Ha Teppace npsiMo
noa [poro, Xonoa, OY4eBUAHO, OblT HUMOYEM, U OH CTOS, MPUBANIMBLLUCL K CTEHE,
HEMOABWXXHO; Ka3asiocb AaXke, YTo OH 3acHyn. Ho [poro crbllwasn, Kak YacoBoW ryCTbiM
6acoM HaneBaeT KaKyH-TO 3ayHbIBHYO NMECHIO.

CnoBa, KkoTopbix [poro pa3obpaTb HE MOr, HaKIaAbiBaNMCb Ha MPOTSXKHbIA U
6eckoHe4YHbIi MOTMB. PasroBapuBaTb, a TeM 6onee NeTb Ha MOCTy CTpoXaWlle
3anpewanocb. Congata cnefoBano HakasaTb, HO [DKOBaHHW noXanesn ero: Bedb
YacoBOMY TaK XOMIOAHO, TaK OAMHOKO 3TOW HOubto. M, cnyckasicb MO KOPOTKOMN NeceHkKe
Ha Teppacy, OH creumanbHO KalnsiHy/, 4Tobbl He 3acTMyb ero Bpacrniox. YacoBoi
obepHyncs 1, ysuaes oduuepa, CTan Kak nonoxXeHo, HO NeHMe He npekpaTniock. poro
paccepauncs: 4To 3TM conpatbl cebe no3BonsT? [yMatoT, MOXHO Haad HUM
HacMexaTbcsa? BoT oH eMy celyac nokaxert!

YacoBoW cpasy e 3aMeTwus, YTo Nnuo poro He CylIUT HUYEro XOPOLIEro, 1, XOTS
(hopManbHOCTM C MaponemM Mo AaBHEMY MONYANIMBOMY YroBOPY MeXay YacoBbIMU W
HayaNbHMKOM Kapayna He cobnoaanncb, BbIMOMHWA BOEHHLIM pUTyan CO BCEM
CTapaHWeM, BCKMHYN BUHTOBKY M OCOBEHHbIM ro/I0COM, Kak 6bino npuHaTo B KpenocTy,
cnpocun:

— CTOl, KTO naet?

[poro, pacTepsiBLUNCb, 3aCTbl/T Kak BKOMAHHbIM. Tenepb OT conaata ero oTAensio
He 605bLe NSATU METPOB, U B ICHOM CBETE JTyHbl [)KOBAHHM OTUYET/IMBO BUAEN €ro NNLIO
C NMIOTHO COMKHYTbIMK rybaMun, HO MecHs 3ByYaTb He nepectana. OTKyaa e ucxoaun
ronoc?

O6ayMbliBasi 3Ty CTPaHHOCTb — YaCOBOW BCE €Lle CTOs1 B BbKMAATENbHOW No3e, —
[>KOBaHHWM MalMHANbHO MPOU3HEC Mapofb: «Yyao». «Hyyeno», — 0To3BasICs YacoBOW
Y NPUCTaBU/1 BUHTOBKY K HOre.

B HacTynuBluei rnybokoW TUILMHE, KaK M Mpexae, HO AaXe elle SABCTBEHHEN,
CNbILLANNCh POKOYYLLNE 3BYKU MECHW.

HakoHey [1poro Bce rnoHsn, 1 Nno CNnHe ero MeAsIeHHO Nonon3 Xono4oK. [la 3To xe
BOAA, rofoC Aanekoro Bogonaga, C rPOXOTOM CPbIBABLLErocs C 6/MXKHUX CKANUCTbIX
CK/TIOHOB. BeTep koneban ANMHHYIO BOASIHYHO CTPYLO, TAUHCTBEHHO Urpano 3X0, KaMHU
Nno-pa3sHOMYy OT3blBaJIMCb HA YyAapbl CTpyM, W BCe 3TO CO34aBano WIO3UIO
YenoBeYeCcKoro rosioca, 6opMoTaBLLErO 1 6OpPMOTaBLLErO KakMe-To C/I0Ba, C/I0Ba Hallew
XXW3HW, U, KaK Bceraa 6bIBaeT, Ka3anoch, elle HEMHOro — U Tbl UX NMOMMELLb, Aa He TyT-
TO 6bIS10.

BbixoauT, Nen He conaaT, He YesoBeK, CMOCOOHbLIN YyBCTBOBATb X004, Haka3aHue,
nobosb; nenu BpaxaebHble emy ropbl. Kakas obugHas owwvbka, nogyman [poro,
MOXET, M B XXMU3HWN BCE BOT TaK: Mbl CYMTAEM, YTO BOKPYI HAcC NI0AN, Takue Xe, KaK Mbl,
HO BMECTO HMX TOJSIbKO X004, TOMbKO KaMHW, C MX HEMOHSATHbIM S3bIKOM. XO4ellb
noXaTb PyKy Apyra, HO TBOS NPOTSHyTas pyka 6e3B0/IbHO OMyCcKaeTcs U ynblbKa racHeT:
OKa3blBaeTCs, PAAOM — HUKOMO U Tbl TaK OANHOK.



BeTep pa3ayBan BeNMKOMEnHy ohuLEepCKyHO WNHENb, N ee CUHSS TeHb Ha CHery
TpeneTtana, kak gnar. YacoBon CTOsiN HENoABMXHO. JlyHa MeANeHHO, HO HEYKJTIOHHO
[BUranacb HaBCTpe4yy paccBeTy. «TyK-TyK», — CTy4yano cepaue B rpyav [KoBaHHM
[Aporo.
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Moyt ABa roga cnycTs [xkoBaHHM [Jporo crian Houblo y cebsi B KOMHaTe, B
KpenocTtu. Llenbix ABaaUaTh ABa MecsLa NPOLLIM, HE NPUHECS HAYEro HOBOro, @ OH BCe
Yero-To >Aaf, CMOBHO XM3Hb WMMEHHO K HeMy o06si3aHa 6bina nposiBUTb 0COBYLo
WweapocTb. Ho ABaauUaTh ABa Mecsilia — CPOK HEMabIM, 33 TaKOe BpeMsi MHOTO BCSIKOTO
MOXKET MPOM30MTU: 3aBOASTCA CEMbW, POXKAAIOTCS M AaXKE HAYMHAKOT FOBOPUTL AETY;
TaM, rae 6bin NycTbipb, BblpacTaeT 60/bLION A0M; KpacaBuLa CTapeeT M CTaHOBMUTCS
HUKOMY He HY>XHOW; 60N1e3Hb, AaXKe camas 3aTskHasi, BO3HUKHYB (NMyCTb 06peYEHHBIi,
HEe 3Hasl 0 Hel, NPOAOSIXKAET XUTb 6ECMEYHO), NOCTENEHHO NMOATAYMBAET OPraHU3M, Ha
KOpPOTKOE BpeMsl OTCTYMaeT, CO34aBasi MIIIO3MI0 BbI3[IOPOBSIEHMS], @ MOTOM CHOBA
HaxoauT Ansi cebs MecTeuko Morny6ke M yHOCUT NOoCeaHVe HafexXabl; 3a 3TO BpeMms
MOXHO MOXOPOHUTb YesioBeKa M 3abbiTb 06 yMepLUEM HACTOMbKO, YTO €ro CbiH CHOBA
CTQHET CMeSATbCS U N0 BeyepaM H6e3MSITEXHO NPOryNMBaThCs C AEBYLUKAMU MO annesam
MUMO KaZiBULLEHCKON orpagbl.

A BOT »W13Hb [Jporo Bpoae 6bl ocTaHoBUNack. Kazanock, cobblT1si 0QHOrO M TOro Xe
AHS MOBTOPS/IMCb COTHM pa3, 6e3 Maneunwero M3MeHeHusl. Peka BpeMeHu Tekna Had
KpenocTblo, MeaneHHo paspyluana ee CTeHbl, YHOCUIA BHU3 Mblfib 1 06/IOMKN KaMHEMN,
CTaumBana CTyrneHbKM 1 Lienu, Ho [1poro He 3azeBasa: e Nnoka eLle He yaanocb BTSHYTb
€ro B CBOW BOAOBOPOT.

M 3Ta Houb npowna 6bl, Kak Bce npoune, ecnm 6bl [poro He NPUCHUACS COH. OH
yBuaen cebs cHoBa pebeHKOM, CMASLLIMM HOYbIO Ha MOAOKOHHUKE.

MpsIMO HanpoOTMB €ro JoMa B JIYHHOM CBeTe cusn dacag poCKOLHOro 0CObHSsIKa.
Bce BHMMaHMe ManeHbkoro [poro 6bi10 MPUKOBAHO K BbLICOKOMY Y3KOMY OKHY,
YBEHUYaHHOMY MPaMOpPHbIM (PPOHTOHOM. JlyHa, MpPOHWKasi 4Yepe3 CTekna, OocBellana
HaKpbITbI/ CKAaTEPTbIO CTOS, @ HA HEM Ba3y W HECKOJIbKO CTaTy3TOK U3 C/IOHOBOW KOCTMU.
[laxke Nno 3TMM HEMHOIOUYMUCNIEHHBIM NPeAMETaM, OTKPbIBLLUMMCS €ro B30pYy, MOXHO 6b1110
NpeanonoXuTb, YTO TaM, 3@ HWUMWU, B TEMHOTE TauTcs OOBLWIMPHBLIA 3an, NepBbId U3
6eckoHeUYHoN aHdbMNaabl NOMELEHNIA, HABUTBIX Pa3HbIMU LIEHHBIMU BELLLAMK, U YTO BECb
OCOBHSIK MOrpy>XeH B COH — B TOT Iy6OKMI 1 3aBUAHBIA COH, KOTOPbIM CNSIT 06bIYHO
6oraTble U cYyacTnMBbIE Ntoan. Kakoe yaoBonbCTBME, AyMan [poro, XuTb B 3TUX 3anax,
Yacamu 6poanTb MO HUM, OTKpbIBasi ANst cebsi BCE HOBbIE U HOBbIE COKPOBULLA.

Ho TyT MeXay OKHOM, M3 KOTOPOro OH BbIrMsiAblBan, M YyAeCHbIM OCOBHSIKOM,
HaxoAMBLUMMCS OT HEro B KakuMx-HMOyab [ABajuaTM MeTpax, MOsSIBUNNCL 3blbKue
KOMbILWYLUMECS NPU3PaKM, NMOXOXMNE Ha BOMLIEOHLIX (el co CBEpKaoWMMM Moa JTYHOM
AJIMHHBIMW ByaneBbiMU LUendamu.

MosiBNEHME BO CHE CYLLUECTB, HUKOrAa He BCTPEUYaBLLNXCS MY B peasibHOM MUPE, He
yamBuno [koBaHHWU. OHM MeasieHHO POWNCL B BO3AYXE, HACTOWUMBO KpyXa BO3/e
y3KOro OKHa.

Mo camMoi CBOEM MpupoAe 3TU BUAEHUS ObiMM Kak Obl  €CTECTBEHHOM
NMPUHAANEXHOCTbIO OCOBHSKA, M BCe-TaKM TO, YTO OHM He obpallanM HUKAKOro
BHUMaHMSA Ha [1poro v HU pasy Aaxe He Npubnan3namce K ero AoMy, Kasanocb 06uaHbIM.
BbixoauT, aaxe ¢en nm3beratoT 06bIKHOBEHHbIX AETEN M TAHYTCA K 6@NOBHSIM CyabObl,
KOTOpPbIE O HMX U HE AYMAIOT, @ CrsiT cebe NpecrnokonHO NoAa LWenKoBbiMM 6angaxmHamu?



— DW... ... — pobko nogan ronoc Aporo, ytobbl NpuBneyYb k cebe BHUMaHWE
NMpU3paKoB, XOPOLLO, OAHAKO, CO3HaBas!, YTo 3TO 6ecnonesHo.

N pencTBuTenbHO, OHWM HMYeEro Bpoae Obl He Crbllain U HUKTO M3 HUX HE
NpuBAN3MNCA K ero NOAOKOHHUKY AaXe Ha MeTp.

Ho BOT 0AHO 13 BONLWEDBHBIX CYLLECTB YLIENUIOCh 3@ paMy TOro Y3KOro OKHa Y HEKMUM
noaobueM pyku TUXOHBKO MOCTY4Yanoch B CTEKNO, Kak Obl Bbi3biBasi KOro-TO.

N noytm TOTYAC Xpynkasi TOHEHbKasi urypka — Takas KpoweyHas Ha QoHe
BHYLUMTENbHbIX Pa3MepPOB OKHa — MOKa3asacb 3a CTeknamu, 1 [poro y3Han AHIYCTUHY —
TOXe pebeHka.

HeobbluailHO 6neaHbli AHFYCTMHa Obln B 6apxaTHOM KOCTIOMYMKE C 6enbiM
KPY>X€BHbIM BOPOTHMKOM; €ro, HaCKONbKO MOr CyauTb [lporo, COBEPLUEHHO He
yCTpanBana 3T1a 6e33By4Has cepeHaja.

[HKOBaHHWM Hagesncs, Yto ToBapuLy XoTs 6bl NPOCTO U3 BEX/IMBOCTM NPUINACUT ero
novrpaTtb C npu3pakamu. Huyero nogobHoro. AHryctMHa Bpoge 6bl M He 3amevarn
NpUATENS N He B3rIAHYN B €ro CTOPOHY, AaXke Koraa [pKoBaHHU OKIIMKHYN: «AHIYCTMHa!
AHryctuHa'!»

BAnbiM ecToM AHIYCTMHA OTKpPblT OKHO WM KaK-TO MO-CBOWCKM HAKMOHWACS K
yLENUBLUEMYCS 3@ NMOAOKOHHUK MPU3PaKy, CIIOBHO Xenas C HAM NoroBoputb. Npuspak
yKasan Ha 4To-To, U [poro, NpocieauB 3TOT XXECT B3rNsA0M, YBUAEN MPOCTOPHY!HO,
COBEPLUEHHO MYCTYyt0 Molaab nepea AoMamu. Hag 3Tol nnowaabto, MeTpax B AeCATH
OT €€ MOBEpPXHOCTM, ABWUrancst Mo BO3AyXY MasieHbKUI KOPTEX HOBbIX MPU3PaKOB,
KOTOPblE HEC/T MaNaHKWH, C BUAY COCTOSIBLUMIM U3 TOrO Xe BELLECTBa, YTO U OHM CaMM.
ManaHkMH 6bln BeCb YKpalleH KUCEMHbIMM JIEHTAMW WU MJIIOMAXEM. AHIyCTUHa CO
CBOWCTBEHHbIM €MY  BbIPaXXEHWEM  OTYYXAEHHOCTM W  CKYKM CMOTpeNn  Ha
NPUBMKAIOLLYHOCS MPOLIECCHIO; BbINO SICHO, YTO NanaHKUH NPeAHa3HauYeH emy.

[poro rnyboko ys3Buna Takas HecnpaBeanMBOCTb. [loyeMy Bce AHIYCTUHE, a eMy
Hu4yero? JlagHo 6bl KOMY ApYyroMy, HO MMEHHO AHIYCTMHE, BCErAa TakoMy HaaMEHHOMY,
cnecusoMmy!... Iporo NOCMOTPEN Ha ApyrvMe OKHa B HaAeXae HauTu KOro-HMbyap, KTOo
Mor 6bl 3a Hero BCTYNUTbLCS, HO HUKOro 6osbLue He 6bIo.

HakoHel, nanaHkuH, MokKauMBasicb B BO3[AyXe, OCTAaHOBWIICS MOANE OKHa, M Bce
NpuU3pakn pasoM CrpyauIucb BOKPYr Hero, obpa3oBaB 4YTO-TO BpOAE TPemneLlyLlero
BeHKa. Bce cBoe BHMMaHME OHM COCPEAOTOYMNIN Ha AHIYCTMHE, HO B 3TOM BHUMaHWK
yragblBanacb YXe He TMpPeXHsis MNOYTUTENbHOCTb, a >XafHoe, Aaxe Henobpoe
Nto6onbITCTBO. MpeaocTaBneHHbIN caMoMy cebe nanaHkuH 6yaATo Ha HEBUAMMBIX HUTSIX
MOBWC B BO3AYXE.

M [Oporo BApyr nepectan 3aBMAOBaTb, W60 0OCO3HAN HAKOHEL, CMbIC/
npoucxoasiero. OH Buaen AHryCTUHYy, CTOSIBLUENO BO BECb POCT Ha MOAOKOHHWKE,
BWAEN €ro rnasa, yCTpeMseHHbIE Ha NanaHKuH. [1a, UIMEHHO K HEMY SIBUNUCb NOC/AHLbI
chelt B 3Ty HOUb, HO C Kakoi Muccueid! BuaHo, B AanbHIOK A0POry NMOBE3ET €ro nasaHKuH,
M YX He BEpHETCs OH 60sblle HM Ha PacCBETE, HU CeAyIoLEN HOYbIO, HU elle Yepes
HOYb — HMKOrAa. 3anbl ABOpLA TLETHO ByayT X/AaTb CBOEro MasieHbKOro X03sMHa, [1Be
XXEHCKME PYKM OCTOPOXKHO 3aKPOKOT OKHO, KOTOpOe bernel ocTaBuUT pacnaxHyTbiM, Aa U
BCE OCTasIbHbleé OKHa 3anpyT Ha 3aCOoB, YTOObl CKPbITb B TEMHOTE C/€3bl 1 OTUasiHUE.

Mpu3paku, Takme noHavany NpUBETMBbLIE, SIBUMUCH, BbIXOAUT, HE ANst TOro, YTO6LI
MouUrpaTh B JIYHHbIX Sly4ax; 3TM HEBUHHbIE CO3AAHMS BbILLIM HE U3 APOMaTHbIX CaAoB, a
13 NPencnoaHen.

Apyrve aetn ctanu 6bl NnakaTb, 3BaTb MaMy, AHIYCTMHa XXe He Wcnyrancs, a
CMOKOWHO pa3roBapuBan C Npu3pakaMu, C/IOBHO XOTEN YTOUYHUTb KOe-Kakue AeTasnu.



MPUHWUKHYB K OKHY, NpW3paKu1, HarnoMUHaBLLME B3OUTYIO NEeHY, TECHUANCh, OTTasIKMBast
ApYr Apyra, U TSHYNUCb K pebeHKy, a TOT BCe KMBanN: NlaiHo, NafHoO, MOJ1, BCE B NMOJSIHOM
nopsiake.

HakoHel, npuspak, MepBbiM YLEMNUBLLUMINCS 3@ Kpail OKHAa — HaBEpHOe, WX
npeaBoanTENb, — CAenan KOPOTKUA MOBENUTENbHbIA XKECT. AHIYCTUHA, BCE C TEM Xe
CKyYalolMM BMAOM, MepellarHyn 4epe3 MOAOKOHHMK (Kas3anoCb, OH TOXe CTan
HEBECOMbIM, KaK Npu3pak), FPaLMOo3HO CTYNUA B NMaNaHKUH U YCENCs, NOMOXMB HOry Ha
Hory. 'po3ab MpY3pakoB pacnanacb, PacTBOPWACb CpPeau KOSbILYLIENCS KUCeW, U
3aKOJ/140BaHHbIV 3KMMAX MAMKO TPOHYJICS C MEcCTa.

N onaTb obpa3oBancs KOpTex; BUAEHUS, Onucas NONyKpyr B NPOCTPaHCTBE MeXAay
AOMaMK, MOTSHYNUCb B Hebo, K nyHe. Cneays No 3TOM Ayre, nanaHKWMH MpPOnbin B
HECKOJIbKMX METpaXx OT OKHa [1poro, KOTOpbIV 3aMaxasl, C/IOBHO NblTasics nocnaTb Apyry
npoLanbHbI NPUBET: «AHIyCTMHA! AHryCcTUHa!»

Tonbko Toraa ymMepLunii ToBapuLLl NMOBEPHYN rofoBy K [PKOBaHHM M Ha MrHOBEHMWE
3aepykal Ha HEM He Mo NIeTaM cepbe3HbIi B3rnsd. Ho NocTeneHHo Ha Mue AHMYCTUHBDI
NosiIBMU/IACb 3aroBopluUmyeckas ynblbka: oH kak 6bl AaBan [poro noHsTb, YTO UM [1BOUM
M3BECTHO MHOrOe TaKOoe, Yero He 3HalT Mpu3paku; 3TO Obina NOCNeaHss MomMbiTKa
MOLYTUTb, NOCNEAHSAS BOSMOXHOCTb NMOKa3aTb, YTO OH, AHIYCTMHA, HE HY>XOAETCA HU B
Ybeii XKanocTu; camoe 06bI4HOE AEN0, Ka3anocCb, FOBOPWUI OH, FyNo AaXe yAUBNSTHLCS.

MNanaHKnH yHoCMN AHIYCTUHY BCe Aasiblie, U BOT OH Y>ke OTopBan B3rnag ot poro
N C BecenblM, HO U HefoBepUuMBbLIM NOOOMNBLITCTBOM CTan CMOTPETh Bnepea, Tyaa, Kyaa
ABUrasncsa KopTex.

Bua y Hero 6bin Kak y pebeHka, KOTOpbIM MOsyyun B MOAAPOK B OBLIEM-TO
HEHY>KHYIO eMYy UrPYLLKY, HO U3 BEX/IMBOCTM HE MOXET OT Hee 0TKa3aTbCs.

BOT TaK, C KaKUM-TO CBEPXYESTIOBEUYECKMM 6/1aropoACTBOM, AHIYCTUHA yaanuics B
HOYb, JAXXE He Or/IsIHYBLWWCh HA CBOW [IOM, HA APEMABLUYIO BHU3Y M/IOWaAb, Ha Apyrue
[IOMa, Ha CBOW poaHou ropoA. KopTex mMeaneHHO 3Meuncsl B Hebe, yxoast BCe BbILLE,
BblLLE, U NPEBPATUIICA CHaYana B pacTAHYTbIN LWeid, NOTOM B CryCTOK TyMaHa, NoToM
— B HUYTO.

OKHO OCTanoCb OTKPbITbIM, JIYHHbIE JTy4YM €Lle naganu Ha CToN, Ba3y, CTaTyaTKu U3
CNTOHOBOW KOCTU — BCE NPOA0SIKAOo CnaTb. TaM, No3aau, B pyrol KOMHaTe, B MepLIaHn
CBeYel, OCTanoCb NexaTb Ha KpoBaTU GE3XKM3HEHHOE TENI0 MaNEHbKOro YEs0BEKa,
NMLIOM NOXOAMBLUErO Ha AHIyCTMHY. HaBepHO, Ha HeM 6blnl 6apXaTHbI KOCTIOMUYMK C
60/blWMM KpY>XEBHbIM BOPOTHMKOM, @ Ha ero 6enbix rybax 3acrtbina ynbibka.
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Ha cneaytowmii aeHb [doBaHHM [poro KoMaHaoBan kapay/sioM Ha HoBoM peayTe.
3710 6611 HEGONBLLOW (hOPT B COpOKa NATU MUHYTax XoAbbbl 0T KpenocTu, BO3BeAEHHbI
OTAENbHO Ha BEPLUMHE CKA/IMCTON ropbl HaA4 caMon TaTapckomn nycTbiHeh. OH cumTancs
rMaBHbIM, COBEPLUEHHO CaMOCTOSITENIbHbIM MOCTOM OXpaHbl, Mepes KOTOopbIM CTosina
3ajava nepBbIM NOAATb CUrHAN TPEBOMM B C/lydae HanageHus.

Beuepom [iporo BbICTYnnA M3 KpenocTu co CBOMM OTPSiAOM B CEMbAECAT YenoBek
(UMeHHO cToNnbkO TpeboBanocb Ha HOBOM peayTe congaTt, MOMUMO ABYX KaHOHWPOB),
TaK Kak TaM 6bI110 AecsaTb Kapay/ibHbIX MOCTOB. [Jporo BrepBble OKa3asncs 3a npeaenamm
Kpenoctu u, B CyLLHOCTK, BNepBble NepecTynna rpaHuly.

[1>kOBaHHM CO3HaBan BCHO OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3TOIO AEXYPCTBA, HO MbIC/TM €ro 6binn
3aHSTbl rMaBHbIM 06Pa30M MPUCHUBLLMMCS €My AHryctuHon. COH OCTaBW/ B €ro aylie
rnybokui cnea: Kasanocb, B HEM COAEPXKAJICA KakOM-TO CMYTHbIA HaMeK Ha byayliee,
X0TS1 Jporo He 6bl/1 C/IMLLIKOM YXX CyEBEPEH.



Mo npubblTMM Ha HoBbI peayT 6blna nNpov3BeAeHa CMeHa Kapayna, MoToM
OTAEXYPVBLUMIA OTpSAA ywen, v [)KOBaHHK, CTOS1 Ha Kpato BEPXHEN NOLIAAKN, CMOTpen,
KaKk OH yaansieTcsl, nepecekas ranedyHuku. Cama KpenocTb OTCloAa Kasanacb OYeHb
JANIMHHOWN CTEHOW, NPOCTO CTEHOW, 3@ KOTOPOW HUYEro HET. Pa3rnsiAeTb YacoBbIX C Takoro
PacCToOsiHMS OH He Mor. BuaeH 6bin Tonbko dnar, Aa U TO NUlLb TOoraa, KorAaa ero
HauMHano TpenaTb BETPOM.

Lienbie cyTku [poro 6yaeT eAMHCTBEHHON BNACTblO Ha 3TOM OTJasfieHHOM PepyTe.
Y10 6bl HM CNYYNIOCH, MOMOLUM NPOCUTb HEOTKYAA. [laxke ecnun nosiBUTCS HenpusaTesb,
ManeHbkuin opT AomkeH 6yaeT 3awmwaTbCs CBoMMWM cunamu. [a, B Gamxanwwve
ABaALaTb YeTblpe Yaca caM Koposb 3Haumn 6bl B 3TUX CTEHAX MeHbLue, YyeM [1poro.

B oxupgaHum Houm [poro pasrnagbiBan ceBepHyto paBHUHY. N3 Kpenoctn MOXHO
6bl10 BUAETb TONMbKO HEOONbLION TPEYrofibHbIA Yy4acTOK MYyCTblHW, OCTaslbHOE
3aropaxkveanu ropbl. A Tenepb OHa NpocMaTpmBanacb BCA, A0 CaMOro ropm3oHTa, Kak
06bIYHO 3aTSAHYTOro neneHoun Tymana. lMepen HUM 6bina NyCTbiHA, ycesHHas 06/10MKaMu
CKan 1 Koe-rae rnokpbiTas MWwasMm HU3KOro MblfibHOrO KyctapHuka. Cnpasa, Aaneko-
Janeko, yepHena Kakasi-To Mnosiocka — ovesnaHo, nec. C ¢naHros NOACTYNanu Lenu
cypoBbix rop. Cpean HuX 6blM M HEOObIKHOBEHHO KpacuBble — C BbICOYEHHBLIMM
OTBECHbIMW CKSIOHaMW, C BeplnHaMu, nobeneHHbIMM NepBbIM OCEHHMM CHeroMm. Ho
HUKTO UMK He niobosancs: u [poro, n conaatbl UHCTUHKTUBHO CMOTPENN TONbKO Ha
CeBep, Ha YHbINYI0 PaBHUHY, BE3XU3HEHHYIO U 3arafgoyHy!o.

To N1 OT CO3HaHMSA, YTO OH OAMH HECET BCHO OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a (OpT, TO N OT
BUZA 3TOW MYCTbIHHOM MECTHOCTW, TO JIN U3-3@ CTPaHHOrO CHa, B KOTOPOM OH BWAEN
AHrycTuHy, [poro 4yBCTBOBas, Kak C MpUGNMXKEHMEM HOUM Aylla €ro HamnosHseTcs
6e30T4YeTHON TpeEBOroMn.

CToan oKTA6pbCKUA Beyep, norofa Oblfa HeycToMumBasi, B CBMHLIOBO-CEPbIX
CyMepKax racsiv OAuH 3a ApYrnM HEMOHSATHO OTKyAa NaAaBLUME Ha 3EMJI0 KpaCHOBATble
onunKu.

Ha 3akate [lporo Bcerga oxBaTbiBasio HEYTO BPOAE MO3TUYECKOrO BAOXHOBEHMS.
3710 6611 Yac Hagexa. N Oporo ctan nepebupaTb B NaMmsiTu repomyeckue KapTuHbl,
HEOAHOKPATHO MPUXOAMBLLME €MY B FOSIOBY BO BPEMS AOTUX AEXYPCTB U KaXabl pa3
obpacTtaBliMe BCe HOBbIMM MOAPOOHOCTSMM. Yawe Bcero OH pucoBan B CBOEM
BOOBpaXkeHU SAPOCTHYIO CXBATKY FOPCTKWM BO3rnaBAsieMblX UM congaT ¢ 6ecyncneHHbIM
BPaX>XECKMM BOMCKOM. BOT HOYblo Ha HOBbIM peayT coBepluaeT Haber MHOroTbICAYHas!
TaTapckas opaa. OH CAepXXMBAET ee HAaTUCK Ha MPOTSKEHUN HECKOSbKUX AHEN; MOYTK
BCE ero ToBapuwy yxe ybutbl unu paHeHbl. LLlanbHas nyns 3ageBaeT M ero: paHa,
KOHEYHO, Cepbe3Hasi, HO He HacCTofIbKo, 4YTOObl €My MpULINOCE CIOXWUTb C Cebs
KOMaHaoBaHue. OAHaKo NaTpoHbl yXe Ha UCXoAe, M OH C 3abWMHTOBAHHOW rO/I0BOM
pelwaeTcs BecTM CBOM Hebonbwon oTpsag Ha npopbiB. HakoHel npubbiBaeT
noakpensieHne, Bpar pasbtut n obpaweH B 6erctBo, a caMm OH, He BbIMNycKas U3 pyk
OKpOBaB/IeHHOW cabnu, NnagaeTt 6e3 co3HaHMs. KTO-TO NbiTaeTcs NPpUMBECTU €ro B YyBCTBO
N 30BET MO UMeHU: «JlenTeHaHT [dporo, nenteHaHt Adporo». W oH, Aporo, MeaneHHo
OTKpbIBaET rnasa: 3To Koposb. CaM KOposib CKNOHWUACA Ha4 HUM 1 BnarogapuT 3a oTeary.

370 6bIN Yac Hagexa, Koraa [>KoBaHHM BbliAyMbIBa BCAKME rEPOMYECKNE UCTOPUM,
KOTOpbIM, MO-BMAMMOMY, HUKOIAa@ HE CY>XAEHO CObITbCA, HO KOTOpbIE TaK CKpalLUMBAOT
Xu3Hb. MHoraa [poro [0BONbCTBOBAsCS ropas3ao 6onee CKpOMHbIMM (paHTa3usIMU:
NycTb HE OH OAMH OKaXEeTCcs repoeMm, NyCcTb He 6yaeT paHbl U [aXe KOpons,
bnarogapsiwero ero 3a oteary. [lyctb 6yaeT ObObIKHOBEHHOE CpaXxeHue, OfAHO-
€[IMHCTBEHHOE, HO TSXXENoe: OH MAET Mo Bcel ¢opMe B aTaky U C X1aAHOKPOBHOM



ynblbKko 6pocaeTcs HaBCTPeYy KaMeHHbIM nnuaM BparoB. OaHA TOMbKO 6UTBA, HO U
OHa, BEPOSITHO, Morna 6bl caenaTb ero CYacT/IMBLIM Ha BCHO OCTABLUYIOCS XKU3Hb.

B TOT Beuep, OAHAKO, Henerko 6bi1o 4yBCTBOBaTb cebst repoeM. CyMepku yxke
OKyTaM MWp, CEBEpHasi PaBHMHA CTana COBEPLUEHHO OecUBETHOW, HO elle He
norpy3unack B COH M, Ka3anocb, 3aTauna B cebe YTo-TO KOBApHOE.

BbiNo y)xe BoCEMb YacoB, BCe HEHO 3aTsHyNO obnakamu, U TyT [Iporo nNokasanoch,
YTO Ha paBHMHE, CMPaBa, KaK pa3 noa PeayToM, ABMXETCS HEGOSbLLOE YepHOe MSITHO.
HaBepHo, rnasa y MeHs yctanu, nogyman oH. [la, s CIMLIKOM A0/ro BrisiAbIBancs, BOT
rnasa v ycranu, U Tenepb MHe MepeLLaTCs Kakue-To NSATHa. Takoe y)Ke C HAM Cly4anoch,
KOrAa OH MasbUMLLIKONM CMAEN Mo HoYaM Hag yyYebHuKaMu.

[poro nonpoboBan Ha HECKOJIbKO MFHOBEHMWWN 3aKpbiTb rnasa, NMoTOM MepeBecTu
B3rNsi4 Ha NpeaMeTbl, HaxoaMBLLUMECS NOBAN30CTM: Ha BEAPO AN MbiTbsl TEPPACh], Ha
)KenesHblM KPOK B CTEHE, MOTOM Ha CKaMelKy, Ha KOTOpOM, OYEBWAHO, cuaen
CMeHMBLUMICA oduLep. M TONbKO Yepe3 HECKONbKO MUHYT CHOBa NMOCMOTPEN BHU3, Tyaa,
rae eMy noMepewnnock YepHoe nsiTHo. OHO He MCYE3NO M BCE TaK XXe MeasIeHHO
JBUranochb.

— TpoHK! — B3BO/ITHOBAHHO KpUKHYN [poro.

— Cnywato, rocnoanH NeUTeHaHT! — MrHOBEHHO OTKJIMKHYNCS TOT, U FOMOC €ro
Mpo3ByYan Tak HEOXMAAHHO 651M3K0, YTO [I)KOBaHHWU AaXke B3APOrHyI.

— A, Bbl 34€Cb? — CKa3an OH, NprMoboapuBLINCE. — TPOHK, BO3MOXHO, i OLLIMGAOCh,
HO MHE Ka)KeTcs... MHe KaXXeTcsl, YTO TaM, BHU3Y, [IBMKETCA KAaKOM-TO MpeaMeT.

— Tak TOYHO, roCroAMH NENTEHAHT, — OTBETUN TPOHK YCTaBHbIM TOHOM. — S yXe
HECKONbKO MUHYT 3a HUM Habnaato.

— Kak?! — BocknukHyn [poro. — U Bbl 3aMeTunun? YTo e Bbl BUAUTE?
— TOT caMblil ABWXKYLLMICA NPEAMET, roCNOoAMH NENTEHAHT.

[lporo no4yBCTBOBasI, Kak KpOBb CTbIHET Y HEro B >unax. Hy BOT, HauMHaeTcs,
nogyMasn OH, HauMCTo 3abblB O CBOMX repoMyecknx (aHTasusix, MIMEHHO CO MHOM 3TO
AOJTKHO 6b110 CNyunTbCs. Tenepb XAn Kakon-HMObyab HEMPUSATHOCTMW.

— AX, cTano 6bITb, Bbl TOXE BUAUTE? — NEPECNPOCKS OH B TLIETHOM HaAEXAae, YTo
TPOHK OTBETUT OTPULIATENBHO.

— [a, rocnoavH NenTeHaHT, — 0TO3BaNCs TPOHK. — Y& MUHYT AecsiTb. S xoavn
BHWU3, MPOBEPATb, KaK YMUCTAT NyLUKM, NOTOM NOAHAMNCSA CloAa U yBUAEN...

O6a HeMHOro nomonyanu; AO/MKHO 6biTb, U AN TpoHKa BCe Obl1I0 TPEBOXHO U
HEMOHATHO.

— Kak no-awemy, TpoHK, 4YTO 6bl 3TO MOrno bbITh?

— He mory B3aTb B TO/K. C/IMLWIKOM MeAsIeHHO OHO [IBUXKETCH.
— Kak 370 — CIMWKOM MeasIeHHO?

— [a, cHayana s nogyMarn, 4To 3TO MeTesIKM TPOCTHUKA.

— MeTenkun? Yto elle 3a MeTeNKn?

— TaM BHM3Y, nopganblle, eCTb 3apoC/M TPOCTHWUKA, — CKa3an TPOHK, yKa3biBas
PYKOW KyAa-TO BMpaBO, XOTS KECT 3TOT HE UMEN CMbICNA, MOCKO/IbKY B TEMHOTE HMUYEro
He 6b110 BMAHO. — B 3TO BpeMsi roga Ha TPOCTHUKE MOSIBASIIOTCS YepHble METENKM.
NHoraa BeTep obpbiBaeT UX — OHU Xe fIerkne — 1 rOHUT MO 3eMne, Kak Knybbl AbiMa...
Ho 3pecb 4To-TO Apyroe, — AobaBwn OH nocne nay3bl. — MeTenku bbl KaTUInCh bbicTpee.

— TaK 4YTo Xe 3TO MOXET bbITb?

— Hukak He nowmy, — nosTopwn TpoHK. — Ha ntoaein He noxoxxe, oHu 6bl moaoLn
C ApYromn CTOPOHbl. M NOTOM, OHO NPOAO/XAET ABUraTbCsl. HenoHsTHO.



— Tpesora! Tpesora!

3TO KPWKHY/T 4acoBOM, HAXOAMBLUMICS MOBIM30CTU. 3@ HUM 3aKpuuan Apyrow,
TpeTuii... OHM TOXE yBMAENW 4epHOoe nSTHO. [loTOM ero 3amMeTunu ConaaThl,
oTAbIXaBlwmMe B Kapaynke. Bce crpyaunuce y 6pyctBepa M CMOTpenn BHU3 C
ntobOMbITCTBOM, K KOTOPOMY MPUMELLMBANICS U CTpax.

— Tbl YTO, HE BMAULWbL? — FOBOPWI OAMH. — Hy BOH Xe, npsiMO noAa Hamu. Bor,
OCTaHOBMNOCh.

— HaeepHo, 3T0 TyMaH, — npeanonaran Apyrol. — B TymaHe 6biBatoT NpocBeThI, U
TOrga BMAHO, YTO TaM, noa HUM. Bpoage 6bl UTO-TO LIEBENUTCS, @ Ha CaMOM Aene 3TO
Ablpbl B TYMaHe.

— [a-ga, Tenepb U 9 BUXY, — NOC/bIWANCA elle OAWH ronoc. — Ho 3Ta TeMHas
LUTYKOBMHa CTOUT Ha OJJHOM M TOM K€ MECTe, NMOXO0XE, YTO TaM MPOCTO YEPHbIN BasyH,
BOT U BCe.

— Kakow elle BanyH! Pa3Be He BMAWLLIb, OHO ABUraeTca? Tbl YTO, ocnen?

— A 9 roBopto — BaNnyH. 1 ero AaBHO MPUMETUN, YEpHbIN BaslyH, MOXOXWM Ha
MOHaLLKY.

KTo-TO 3acMesancs.

— Mownu, nownu otcioaa. Cenyac e BCE B MOMELLEHWNE, — BMeLWancs TPOHK,
onepeauB NeNTEHaHTa, KOTOPOro 3TN Pa3roBOPbl BCTPEBOXMAN elle bosbLue.

Conpgatbl HEOXOTHO BO3BPAaTU/INCL B Kapaynky, M OnsTb CTano TUXO.

— TpOHK, — cnpocun 1poro, He OTBaXkMBaBLLMIMCA Ha CaMOCTOSITENbHOE peLlEHNE, —
Bbl HE AYMaeTe, YTO HaAo 06bSBUTL TpeBory?

— B cMbicne — coobwmntb B Kpenoctb? B cMbIC/ie — nanbHyTb B BO3AyX, FOCMOAWH
NeNTEeHaHT?

— [a 9 n cam He 3Hat0. Kak no-sawuemy, CTOUT NogHUMaTb TpeBory?

TpOHK Mokayan rosioBow.

— 8 6bl nogoxpan, koraa pasBuaHeetcs. Ecnn BbicTpenuM, BCO KpenocTb
NOAHMMEM Ha HOMM. A OKaXXeTcCs, YTO TaM HMYEero 1 HeT.

— Moxanyn, — cornacuncs Aporo.

— K Tomy xe, — nobasunn TpoHK, — 3T0 6b110 661 He MO yCTaBy. B ycTaBe cka3aHo,
YTO TPEBOry MOXXHO 06BbSABNAATL NWLIb B C/ly4ae ONacHOCTK, NPSIMO TaK M roBopuTcs: «B
Cc/lydae  OnacHoCTW, MNpW  MOSIBNEHUMM  BOOPYXEHHOrO MPOTUBHUKA W eciu
Nnoao3puTeNbHble NMUa MNpUBNM3ATCA K MOrPaHNUYHOM CTEHE Ha pacCTosiHMe, He
npesbllLatoLlee cta MeTpoB». BOT 4YTO roBopuTCs B yCTaBe.

— B obwemM, aa, — ckasan [lporo, — a TyT, HaBepHoe, Nobosblue CTa METPOB byaeT,
npasaa?

— 4 TOXe Tak Aymaro, — KMBHYN TPOHK. — I NOTOM, Mbl BEAlb HE YBEPEHbI, YTO 3TO
yesnoBek.

— A uyTO Xe, no-eawemy? — Bo3pasun [poro HEeCKONbKO pa3fpaK€HHO. —
MNpuBuaeHune?

TPOHK HUYEro He OTBETUI.

B HepewnTenbHOCTW, AOXNAASACh, KOrAa NpoMaeT 3Ta 6eCKOHeUYHas Houb, [poro u
TPOHK CTOS/IM, OMneplncb O napaneT, W HanpsXKeHHO CMOTpenu BHW3, Tyaa, rae
HaunHanacb TaTapckasl nMyCTbiHA. 3aragovyHoe TeMHOe CylwecTtBo Bpode Obl
OCT@HOBWII0Cb, YCHYNO, U [DXOBaHHM MOHEMHOrY CTan yCrokaumeaTbCsl, AyMas, YTo TaM
N BNPsiMb HWYErO HET — MPOCTO YEPHbIA BanyH, MO OYEPTAHMSM HAMOMMUHAMOLLNIA
MOHaXMHIO, UNKU 3TO OBbMaH 3peHus, Henenas ranjlouMHauus — BCe OT YCTasoCTM.



Tenepb OH AaXxe MCMbITbIBAN CMYTHOE pa3oyapoBaHMe: Tak ObiBaeT, Koraa camble
Ba)XHbIE Yacbl XXM3HW NPOHOCSATCS MUMO, HE 3a[€B HaC, U UX FPOXOT 3aTUXaeT BAAN, a
Mbl OCTAEMCSi B OAMHOYECTBE CPEAN B3BUXPEHHBIX CyXMX JIMCTLEB, COXANesi O TOM, YTO
YMYyCTW/IN OMACHbIN, HO CNaBHbIA MOMEHT.

Houb Bce TsHynach, ¥ U3 TEMHOM JOSIMHbI CHOBA NMOBESNIO CTPaxoM. Houb TsHynach,
1 [1poro 4yBCTBOBAs ce6S HUYTOXHBIM M OAMHOKMM. Ha Apy»eckyto noaaepxxky TpoHKa
PACCYMTbIBaTb HE NMPUXOAWNIOCh: C/IMLLIKOM YX OHM 6blIN pasHbIMU. BoT ecnun 6bl psiaoMm
HaxoAWUNMCb ero TOBapuULLUM — XOTsl 6bl OAWH, TOrAa Apyroe Aeno, Toraa y Jporo 4ocrano
6bl CUN AaXe Ha LYTKY M 0XWAaHUe paccBeTa He 6bifo 6bl TaKUM MyUUTENbHBIM.

A §3blkM TyMaHa Bce MON3AM W MON3MM MO PaBHWMHE, 06pasyst Mpu3payHblit
apxunenar B YepHOM okeaHe. OAMH U3 HUX NPOTSHYJICA Y CaMOro noAaHoxus PeayTa,
HAKpPbIB TOT TaUHCTBEHHbLIN NpeaMeT. Bce BOKpYr 6bi10 NPOHM3AHO CbiPOCTbIO; LUMHESb
[lporo nponuTanacb BRaroi 1 06B1cna TsHXKENbIMKU CKIaaKaMMu.

Kakasi gonras Houb! OH yxxe noTepsin Hagexay, YTo OHa Koraa-Hnbyab KOHUMTCS,
HO Hebo BApYr Hayano 6negHeTb, M NOPbIBbI NeAsSHOro BeTpa BO3BECTMAN O O6N3KOM
pacceete. I TyT Ha [poro HaBanuncsa CoH. [poaomkaa CToATb Yy napaneTta, OH yXe
ABAXAbl POHAN rOMI0BY M ABaXAbl, B3APOrHyB, noAHMMan ee. B KOHUE KOHLOB OHa
6e3B0/IbHO CBecunach Ha rpyab, U HanuTble TSXKECTbIO BEKWM COMKHYMCb. Hapoxaancs
HOBbIN AEHb.

MNpocHyncsa [poro oTToro, YTo KTO-TO TPOHY/ ero 3a pyKy. OH C TPyAOM CTPSXHYIN
C cebs COH, Nopaxkasicb TOMy, UTO Y>ke COBCEM CBET/0. Pazgancs 4yein-Tto ronoc — TpoHKa,
KOHEYHO:

— FocnoavH NeNTeHaHT, 3TO NoWwab.

TonbKO TYT OH BEPHYJCA K AENCTBUTENBHOCTW, BCMOMHMN O Kpenoctu, o Hosom
peayTe, 0 3arago4yHOM YepHOM nsaATHe. W cpasy e rnsHyn BHU3, ropsa XenaHuem Bce
y3HaTb M B rnybuHe aywm TpyCInBO HaaesCb YBUAETb TaM O4HM JIMLb KAMHU U KYCTbl —
HMYero, KPOMe paBHMHbI, KAaKOW OHa bblna Bceraa — 6e3110aHON, NYCTbIHHON.

Ho ronoc pagom Bce NoBTOpSAN:
— locnoamH nNenTeHaHT, 3To Nowagb.

N [dporo AeicTBuTENbHO YyBWMAEN 3Ty haHTACTUYECKYHO flolafb, HEMOABWUXHO
CTOSIBLUYHO Y MOAHOXMSI CKasbl.

Heb6onbluas, NpM3eMncTas, Ho ynuTaHHas follajKka, No-CBOEMY AaXKe KpacuBasi — C
CYXMMWU HOraMWM W ANMHHOW TpUBOW. Bbirnsaena oHa CTpaHHO, HO 6onblue BCero
ropaykana ee MacCTb: UCCUHSI-UYepHasi, PE3KO BblAENSIBLIASACA Ha (hOHE TYCKJI0M PaBHMHbI.

OTKyZa oHa B3anacb? Ybsi OHa? HY OAHO XXMBOE CyLLECTBO — KpOME BOPOH M raftoK
— Y>X& MHOro JIeT He 3aHOCUJ10 B 3TU MecCTa. A TyT siowajb, Aa K TOMY Xe Cpa3y BUAHO,
YTO He AMKas, a OT/IMYHbIA 3K3eMNNap, HacToswas 6oeBas nowaaka (pa3se YTo Horu
YyTb TOHKOBATHI).

370 6blI0 MOpasuTeNlbHO, 3TO HacTopausano. [poro, TPOHK, 4acoBble, Aa W
ApPYrve conaathl, BbirAAbIBaBLUNE M3 BOMHUL, HUKHEMO 3TaXka, HE MOrN OTOpBaTb OT
Hee rnas. MosiBNeHne Nolaan He YKMNaabiBanoCb HYM B Kakue yCTaBbl, BOCKpeELLano B
NaMmsaTV ApeBHWE NereHabl 0 CeBEpe, O TaTapCKMX opAax M 6uTBax, HaMOJSIHAMO CBOEW
TaUHCTBEHHOCTLIO BCHO MYCTbIHIO.

Cam no cebe 3TOT hakT OblN HE TaKMM YX 3HauWTeNbHbIM, HO BeAb BCned 3a
NOLLAAbI0 [0/HKHO HEMPEMEHHO MOSIBUTLCS YTO-TO elle. Ha nowaake 6bi10 XOpoLUo
NPUTOPOYEHHOE Ceano, Kak GyATO COBCEM HedaBHO KTO-TO €xaNl Ha Hell BepxoM. B
06L1eM, UCTopust Bbina HEMOHSATHASA, U TO, YTO [10 BYUEPALLHErO AHSA CUMTANIOCh HENENMbIM
npeapaccyikoM, CErofiHA MOr/I0 OKa3aTbCsl NpaBao. [Iporo MepeLmnnocb NpucyTcTene



BparoB, TaTap, PpacnjacTaBWMXCS B KyCTax, B paclennHax ckaj, 3aMeplumnx B
HEMOABWMXXHOCTN C KPEMNKO CTUCHYTbIMM 3y6aMu: OHW XXAANM NULWb HACTYMNEHUS HOYM,
4TOObl COBEPLUMTL CBOM Haber. A 3a 3TO BpeEMS MOIM MOATSHYTbCA UX FNaBHblE CUSIbI:
rpo3Has Kuwallas opAa, BbiHbIpUBalOWAsl M3 CeBEpPHOro TyMmaHa. be3 My3biku, 6e3
neceH, 6e3 ceepkarowmnx cabenb M Kpacmebix 3HaMeH. Opyxue y HUX MaToBoe, YTOObl
€ro He AeMackMpoBaaM COSTHEYHbIe H6/IMKKM, N AaXe KOHM NPUyYeHbl He pXaTb.

Ho oaHa nowaaka — MMEeHHO TaK Cpasy e M nogymanu Ha HoBoM pepyTe — ofHa
nowaaka cbexana un, onepeans NPOTUBHUKA, TEM CaMbIM Bblaarna ero. Bparun, BeposiTHO,
elle He 3aMeTUIM NPonaxwu, NOCKObKY XUBOTHOE cobexano 13 areps HoYblo.

Takum obpasoM, nolwazka NpuHecna BaXkHyto BeCTb. Ho Hackosbko OHa onepeaunna
CBOMX X0351eB? [0 HacTynneHuss Bedyepa [poro HUYEro He CyMeeT COoOo6LUTh
KOMaHA0BaHMI0 KpenocTu, a TaTapbl MeXay TeM BOT-BOT MOFYT HarpsiHyTb.

BbixoauT, Hago obbsiBUTH TpeBory? TpOHK HE COBETOBan: B KOHLE KOHLOB, 3TO
BCEro-HaBCero fowaab, a OKa3anacb OHa Bo3ne Pegyta notoMmy, yto oTbunacb OT
X035IMHa, a ee X0381H — BO3MOXHO, OXOTHUK-OANHOYKA — MO HEOCTOPOXKHOCTM 3aexan B
NnycTblHIO M nornb Tam unu 3abonen. Jlowaab octanacb oaHa, ctana 6poauTb Mo
MyCTblHE, MW@ CnaceHus, 1, No4ysiB B Kpenoctu NpucyTCTBME NIOAEN, XAET, YTO en
npyvHeCyT oBCa.

Tak ytBepXgan TpoOHK, CTaBa Mog COMHEHME Bepcuio O TOM, 4YTO K Kpenoctu
npubnmxaerca Bpar. )XMBOTHOE B TakoW HeobMTaeMoW MECTHOCTM BpsA /M MOKUHET
CBOM narepb. M noToM, roBopun TPOHK, OH CAbllas, YTO KOHM y TaTap MOYTU BCe Kak
ecTb 6enble. Ha cCTapuHHOM KapTWMHe, BUCAWEN B OAHOM M3 3anoB Kpenocty,
n306pakeHbl TaTapbl BEPXOM Ha 6enbIX CKaKyHax, a 3Ta fowajib YepHast Kak CMOJib.

1 Oporo nocne Aonrux konebaHui BCe Xe pewinn AoXnaatbes Bedepa. Hebo mexay
TEeM MOopo30Beso, COMHLE 3annio BCe CBOMM ropsvyvMM CBETOM, U CONAAThl, COrpPeBLUMCH,
npuoboapwnunce. [a u [PKOBaHHW C HaCTynjeHMeM [HS HEMHOro YCMOKOW/ICS:
coobpa)keHns HacyeT TaTap yTpaTuAu CBOK YybeanTenbHOCTb, BCE BHOBb 06peno
HOpMaJ/ibHble MpPOMOPLUMKN, >XMBOTHOE OKa3anocb OObIKHOBEHHOM fowaablo, U ee
nosiBfieHne MOXHO 6bIl0  0BbACHUTL KAk yrogHo, a BOBCe He 06s3aTenbHO
HacTynneHnem NpoTUBHMKA. M TyT, N03abbiB O HOYHbIX CTpaxax, OH BAPYr MOHSA, YTO
rOTOB K JII06bIM NPUKIOYEHUSM, U AyLla €ro HanoMHWNACb pagoCTHbLIM NpeaYvyBCTBUEM:
YX He caMa nm cyabba CTyunTcs K HeMy B ABepb? Cyactniveas cyabba, KoTopasi MOXeT
BO3BbICUTb €ro Haj BCEMU MPOYMMMU JTHOABMWN.

OH C yAaoOBOMbLCTBMEM JIMYHO MO3abOTUNICS O CaMbIX MeNKuX hOopManbHOCTSAX
Kapay/nbHOM Cny>06bl, CNOBHO XOTeN AOKasaTb TPOHKY M ConaaTtaM, 4YTO MOSIB/IEHME
Nowaan, KakuMm 6bl CTpaHHbIM M TPEBOXHBLIM OHO HW 6bII0, €ro MYHO HWUCKOMBbKO He
06eCcrnoKomnno; MMEHHO TaK, AyMan OH, U MOCTYNaloT HacTosime ouLEepbl.

Conpgatbl e, N0 NpaBAe roBopsl, He UCNyranucb; NOsIBNEHME NoWaan Bbi3Basio
BCSIKME LLUYTOYKWN, M BCEM YXACHO XOTENOCb MOMMaTb €e W OTBECTU Kak Tpodeh B
KpenocTtb. OaMH 13 conaaT nonpocun Aaxe y CTapLUero Cep)XaHTa paspeLleHms cxoanTb
3a NoWaablo, HO TOT NMLb YKOPU3HEHHO FNSIHYN Ha Hero, Aaeasi MOHSATb, YTO, Koraa
peyb NaeT o0 Cnyxbe, WYTKN HEYMECTHbI. A 3TaXOM HWXe, TaM, rae 6biin yCTaHOB/EHDI
NyLWKW, OAWH U3 KAaHOHWPOB MpW BuAe foWaan CTPaLHO pa3BOSIHOBANACA. 3Banu €ro
[xysenne Jlauuapu, 6bi1 OH elle CoBCEM MOSIOA M Ha Cnyxby noctynun HeaasHo. OH
yTBEpXXAars, YTo iowaab 3Ta — ero cobCTBeHHas!, OH ee cpasy y3Harsl, U OLWKOKN TYT bbITb
He MOXXET: HaBEpHO, ee ynycTunu, Koraa Boannm u3 Kpenoctn Ha BoAoMoM.

— [a 370 e ®bokko, Mo PbOKKO! — BONW/ OH TaK, C/IOBHO €ro 0bokpanu.



CnycTuBlIMMCA BHU3 TPOHK Cpa3y e Benen npekpaTuTb 3TOT KPUK M CTPOro
o6bsicHMAN Jlauuapu, 4TO ero nowaapb ybexxaTb HWKaK He Morna: 4Ttobbl nonactb Ha
CEBEPHYIO PaBHUHY, €l Mpuwnock 6bl nepebpaTbcs NM60 Yepe3 KPEMOCTHYH CTEHY,
nmMbo Yepes BbICOKME ropbl.

Ho Jlauuapv Bo3paswn, Y4TO eCTb KaKOW-TO MPOX0A — OH CaM Cbllan, — yAOOHbIN
npoxoA B CKanax, ApeBHssl, 3abpolleHHas Aopora, 0O KOTOPOM Bce ye no3abbiin. U
BEpPHO, B KpenocTtn NoOMMMO Npoumnx xoamna u Takas nereHaa. Ckopee Bcero, 310 6bina
BblAYMKa, TaK KaK HUKTO HMKOrAa He BUAEN Aaxe cneaos Ton goporn. CnpaBa U cnesa
oT Kpenoct Ha npoTSHKEHUM MHOTMX KWUIOMETPOB B3AbIMANIUCL AUKWE T[Opbl, WU
nepebpatbcs yepe3 HMX 6b110 HEBO3MOXHO.

Ho conpgaTt He yHMMancs, OH NpsaAMo u3 cebsi BbIXOAUN OT MbIC/K, YTO EMY BENIAT
cuaeTtb B PeayTte n He no3BonaOT 336paTb CBOKO fiollaab, XOTA WU A€na TYT BCEro Ha
nonyaca.

Mexay TeM BpeMsi LU0, COSHLE K/IOHMMOCh K 3anagdy, B YCTaHOB/IEHHbIE CPOKM
CMEHSI/INCb YacoBble, MYCTbIHA Clenuna rnasa, 6e3Kn3HeHHas!, Kak HUKOraa, a nolaaka
6bina Ha NpeXHeM MecTe: TO CTosila COBCEM HeroaBWMXHO, byaTo cnana, To bpoavna
BOKPYI B MOMCKaX Yax/on TpaBku. [iporo BbXXMUAAOLE rNaaen Baasib, HO HUYEro HOBOro
He 3aMedvan. Bce Te ke OTBeCHble CKaibl, TyMaH Aaneko Ha CeBepe U KYCTbl, C
NpubNMXeHNEM BeUyepa NocTENEeHHO MEHSIBLLNE CBOM LBET.

SABUNCSA CMEHHBIN Kapay/bHbIM oTpsA. [Aporo v ero conaathl Bbiln U3 PeayTa u
HaNpPaBWNCh Yepe3 rasieyHble pocchbinu K Kpenoctu, Ha KOTOpY!O Y)Ke Hanon3anmn cuHue
BeuepHue TeHn. Koraa noaownn K KpenocTHbIM CTeHaM, [Jporo Mpou3Hec naposib 3a
cebsa 1 3a CBOUX NOAEN, BOPOTA OTKPbIUIMCh, CMEHWBLLMIACA MATpy/ib BLICTPOUICA B
HeboNbWOM ABOpUKE, W TPOHK Hayan nepeknnyky. [poro e HamnpaBuics K
KOMEHAQHTY, YTobbl COOBLMTL EMY O CTPAHHOW NoLLaau.

Kak npeanucbiBanocb YCTaBOM, CHadana [poro AO0MOXM O CBOEM MNpUBLITUM
KanuTaHy-MoBEPSIOLLEMY, NOTOM OHWM BMECTE MOLLU/IN UCKATb MNOJSIKOBHUKA. O60 BCAKUX
HOBOCTSIX, KaK MpaBuio, COO6LWanM CTaplleMy afblOTaHTy, HO Ha 3TOT pa3s
NpoUCLUECTBME BbINO C/IMLIKOM CEPbE3HBLIM, YTOObI TEPSITL BPEMSI.

A cnyx o nowaau MonHueHocHo obneten KpenocTb. Ha caMbix oOTAaneHHbIX
(bnaHroBbIx NocTax opTa yxe norosapvBaav 0 TaTapCKkoW KOHHWLE, CTaBLLEN flarepem
y NOAHOXMS cKan. MNoNKOBHUK, Y3HAB HOBOCTb, CKa3an TOJbKO:

— 3psi He NoNbITaNnUCh B35Thb 3TY NOLWA/b, €C/IN HA HEW Ceano, Mbl MOTIN Bbl Y3HATb,
OTKyAa OHa.

Ho 6bino yxe no3gHo, Tak kak conpaT [pkysenne Jlauuapu, koraa naTpyib
Bo3Bpallancsa B KpenocTb, CnpsiTancs 3a OrpoMHbIM BaslyHOM, U HWUKTO 3TOrO He
3amMeTun. oTOM OH ChycTUICS BHM3 MO raneyHuKy, B3sn JIOWAAKY W Tenepb
BO3BpaLLasncs ¢ Heil B Kpenoctb. K cBOEMY yAMBEHWIO, OH OBHaPY»XWN, YTO NOLWAAb-TO
He ero, HO Ternepb 3TO YXKe HE UMENO 3HAYEHMSI.

Tonbko Koraa oTpaa BCTynun B KpenocTb, KTO-TO M3 ToBapuLlien Jlauuapu 3aMeTun,
YTO OH ucye3. Ecnu y3HaeT TpoHK, cuaeTb Jlauuapy Ha rayntBaxTe HE MeHblue ABYX
MecsiueB. Hy>xHO 6b110 cnacaTb ToBapuila. M noToMy, Korga CTaplivin cepxaHT, Aenas
nepeknunyky, aowen Ao Jlayuapu, KTO-TO OTK/IMKHYJICS 3@ HEro: «s».

A 4yepe3 HeCKO/IbKO MUHYT CONnaaThbl, y)e pa3bpeaaBluvMecs No ABOPY KTO KyAa,
BCMOMHMAK, YTO Jlauuapu He 3HaeT naponsi. 34ecb yXe Aeno Nnaxno He raynTBaxTon, a
CMEepTbIO: KaK TOJIbKO OH NoAoMAeT K cTeHaM KpenocTtu, B HEro no ycraBy AOSIXKHb
cTpensitb. Heckonbko conaaT ToTyac nobexanu nckaTe TPOHKA: HaZdo e 6bl10 YTO-TO
npuaymarb.



[a no3agHo! Jlauuapw, Aep)Xa YepHyr JIOWaaKy noA y3aubl, YXXe noaxoawn K
Kpenoctn. A TpoOHK KaK pa3 CTOsAN Ha CTeHe, Kyaa ero npuBeno Kakoe-TO CMyTHoOe
npea4yscTBue. Cpasy e Nnocsie NoBEPKM CTapLLEro cepXxaHTa 0XBaTuno 6eCrnokoncTBo;
NPUYMHbI €ro OH ONpeAennTb He MOr, HO 4ysi&ia ero Aylwa, YTo He BCe B MOpsiaKe.
MNepebpaB B NamMsATV cobblTUS AHS, OH 0Opancs 4O MOMeHTa BO3BpaLleHns B KpenocTb,
TaK 1 He 06HapY>XMB HNYEero NoA03pUTENbHOMO. M BAPYr CNOBHO 060 YTO-TO CMOTKHYICS;
[a, BO BPeMSl NOBEPKN Obl1 KAakON-TO c6OM, HO B TOT MOMEHT, Kak 3TO 4YacTo ObiBaeT B
NoAO0OHbIX Criyyasix, TPOHK He npuaan eMy 3HayeHus.

OaVMH M3 4acoBbIX CTOST Ha MOCTY HaA CaMbiMU KPEMOCTHbIMW BOpOTamMu. B
CyMepKax OH yBMAEN Ha raneyvyHuke MeTpax B ABYyXCTax OT cebs ase npubnuxatromecs
yepHble Gurypbl. CnepBa 4acoBOro 3TO HE HACTOPOXW/O: Maso K, 4YTO MOXeT
NMOMEPELLUMTBLCA; B TaKUX FNYyXUX MECTaX, Koraa MoCTOSIHHO Yero-To XAEllb, HEPEeAKOo
Aaxke cpeab 6ena AHS BUAMLLbL CUTYSThbl IOAEN, MON3YLUMX CPean KaMHEN U KYCTOB, U
HaYMHaET Ka3aTbCs, YTO KTO-TO 3a TO6ON NOArNsAbIBAaET, @ NOTOM MAELLb NPOBEPSTL U
ybexxaaelwbcsl, YTO HAKOro TaM HeT.

YT06bl OTBNEYLCS, YaCOBOMW OrNsSiAENCa MO CTOPOHAM, MaxHyNn PyKOW TOBapuLly —
4YacoBOMY, XOAMBLLEMY MO CTEHE MpaBee, MeTpax B TPMALATU OT HEro, NOnpaBus CBOK
TSDKENyo, Xaswylo Nob wanky, nornsaen Haneeso W yBMAeNn CTapuwero cepxXaHTa
TpoHKa, KOTOpPbIV CTOSI/T HEMOABMXXHO M HE CBOAWI C HErO CYpOBOro B3rnaaa.

YacoBoi NoOATSHYICSA, CHOBa MOCMOTPeN Brepen, ybeauncs, 4yto Te Ae urypel
€My He MOMEPELLUMIIUCb U HAaxXOASATCA yXXe COBCEM BNN3KO — MeTpax B cemuaecatu. [a,
3T0 6blMM conaaTt M nowaab. YacoBON BCKMHYN BUHTOBKY, B3BEN KYPOK M, 3aCTbiB B
Nno3uLmMKn, KOTOPYHO OHM COTHM pa3 OTpabaTbiBann Ha y4YeHUsIX, KPUKHY:

— Ctol, KTO naeT?

JTauuapw 6bi1 HOBUYOK M MOHSATUS HE MMEN O TOM, YTO 6e3 napons B Kpenoctb eMy
He BouTW. CaMoe b6ornbliee, Yero OoH 60snCA, Tak 3TO HaKa3aHUs 3@ CaMOBOJIbHYIO
OTNYYKY; HO, MOXET, MONKOBHMK M NPOCTUT ero. Kakyto nowaab aAobwin! Kpacmeas, u
reHepany 6 nogowna.

[o Kpenoctu ocTtaBanocb METPOB COPOK. YXe 6bl10 CNbIWHO, Kak NolwaanHble
NMOAKOBbLI LOKAKT MO KaMHAM. [oYTM COBCEM CTEMHENO, M3Aaneka AOHECCs CUrHan
Tpy6bl.

— CTOW, KTO MAET? — NOBTOPMA YacoBom. Elle pas — u npuaeTcs CTpensTb.

Mpn NnepBoM OKpuMKe YacoBoro Jlauuapv Bapyr oxBaTuno 6ecnokoncTso. EMy 6bi10
CTPAHHO, YTO MMEHHO Tenepb, KOraa OH OKa3asncs B 3aTPYAHUTENbHOM MOMOXEHUN,
6paT-conaaT BCTPEeYaeT ero Tak rpo3Ho, HO, yCrbilaB BTOPUYHO: «CTOW, KTO MAET?»,
OH YCMOKOWNCS, Y3HaB rOsioC MpUSITENst U3 CBOEM Xe pOoTbl, KOTOPOro BCE 3Banw
NonpocTy YepHsBbIN.

— 370 9, JTauuapu! — KpUKHYN OH. — CKaXXn KOMaHAMpY nocTa, YTobbl MHE OTKpbIIN!
51 KoHs1 npuBen. Tonbko 6e3 Wwyma, a To MeHs elle nocaasT!

YacoBon He LeNoxHyncs. BCKMHYB BUMHTOBKY, OH He ABUrasncsi, oTTarmMBass Ao
nocneaHero ceoe TpeTbe: «CTOM, KTO maer?» MoxeT, cam Jlauuapv goragaetcs o
rpo3sille eMy OMacHOCTW, OTCTYNWT Ha3ad, a 3aBTpa MOMbITAETCS Kak-HMbyab
NPUMKHYTb K Kapayny, Bo3BpaliatoLlemycs ¢ HoBoro peagyta. Ho B HECKONbKMX MeTpax
OT YacoBOro CTosi1 TPOHK, HE CBOAMBLLMI C HEr0 CypOBOro B3rnisaa.

Hu eamHoro cnosa He Npou3Hec TPOHK, NULLb NOrAsaAbiBan TO HA YacoBOro, TO Ha
Jlauuapu, m3-3a KOTOpPOro, HaBepHO, €ro CaMoro HakaxyT. YTo O3Hayanu 3TM ero
B3rnsaabl?



Conaat C nowaabio NoAOLWSIM YXXe METPOB Ha TpuauaTh: BbbkMaaTb Aosblie 6bino
Hepa3yMHo. YeM 6namke noaxoaun Jlauuapu, TeEM CTaHOBMIOCh SICHEE, YTO YacOBOWM He
NMPOMaxHETCs.

— CToN, KTO MAET? — B TPETUIN pa3 KPUKHYN OH YXXe APYrMM rofoCOM: B HEM SIBHO
3By4asio NpeaocTepeXxeHne NpuaTento, He uMmetoLlee Hu4ero obLiero ¢ yctaBoM. B aTom
KpMKE TaK W Cnbllanocb: «OTxoAM Hasad, Nnoka He no3aHo! Xouelwb HanopoTbCs Ha
nyno?»

N TyT BApYr Ao Jlauuapy 4YTO-TO AOLIIO: MFHOBEHHO BCMOMHMB CYPOBbIA 3aKOH
KpenocTtu, OH NoHsAN, 4YTo Tenepb eMy KoHel. Ho HEMOHATHO NoYeMy, BMECTO TOro YTo6bl
6exxaTb NpoYb, OH OTNYCTMA NOBOA W NOLIeN Aanblue 0AWH, TPOMKO Kpuya:

— 370 9, JlTauuapu! Tbl 4YTO, He BMANLWBL? YepHsBbIA, 31, YepHsaBbii! 310 ! Yero
BbICTaBMA BUHTOBKY? C yMa, YTO N1, cowen, a, YepHaBbIn?

Ho Ha cTeHe cTosin yxe He YepHsiBblii, @ 06bIKHOBEHHbIN CONAAT C KAMEHHbBIM JTULIOM
¥ MeZIeHHO NoAHUMan Ayno, Lenscb B CBOEro Apyra. Ynepes Npvkaz B niaeyo, OH Bce
ellle KOCK/ Ia30M B CTOPOHY CTapLLUEro CepXxaHTa, ¢ 6e3MO/BHbIM OTUYAsSHUEM OXMAas
npuKasa: OTCTaBWUTb. TPOHK >e MNO-MpeXxHeMy Obln HEMOABMXEH W CBEPAWUN €ro
B3r/ISIA0M.

Jlauuapu, He O60pa‘-IVIBaFICb N CNOTbIKadACb O KaMHKM, OTCTYNWJT1 HA HECKOJ1bKO LLaros.

— 370 Xe 1, Nauuapu! — cHoBa 3akpuyan oH. — He BuauLb, 310 S? He cTpensai,
YepHsiBbIn!

Ho 10 6bin yxxe He YepHsBbIA, NOOMBLUNIA NO3yBOCKaNUTb C NPUSTENSMM, @ NPOCTO
YyacoBoi Kpenoctn B BOeHHOM (hopMe M3 TEMHO-CMHEro CyKHa C KOXKaHOoW MopTyneew,
TAKOW Xe conpaaT, Kak BCE B 3TOM HOUM; O6bIKHOBEHHbIA YaCOBOWM, KOTOPbIN MPULIENNIICS
M YXXE HaXXMMas Ha CryCcKOBOM KptoyoK. CKBO3b CUJIbHBINA LWYM B ywax OH Bpoae 6bl
paccnbiwan Xpunabld ronoc TpoHka: «Llenbcs TouyHee», XOTS B AENCTBUTENbHOCTU
TPOHK 1 pTa He packpbin.

M3 pyna BbINEeTEN CryCTOK OMHSI, 3@ HUM — KpOLleYyHoe obnadko AbiMa. B nepsoe
MIHOBEHME BbLICTPEN MOKa3a/Ca [aXe He OYeHb MPOMKWUM, HO MOC/Ee, MHOFOKPATHO
OTPaXEHHbIA ropamMu, OH [ONro COTpsiCan BO3AyX, MeANEHHO 3aTyxasl Bhanu, Kak
packaTtbl rpoma.

Tenepb, BbINOMHUB CBOWM A0, YaCOBOM MPUCTaBW/I BUHTOBKY K HOre, MeperHysncs
yepe3 6pycTBep M MOCMOTPEN BHWU3, HAfAESCb, YTO NpPOMaxHysfcs. B TeMHOTe emy wu
BNPsIMb MOKa3anocb, 4To Jlauuapu He ynan.

Ha, Nauuapn ctosn psaoM C MOTSHYBLUEWCS K HeMy nowagbto. lNotom B
HaCTyMNMBLLENM NOCNE BbICTPENa TULLMHE pa3aancst €ro MoMHbIA 0TYastHUS rosoc:

— Tbl XXe youn MeHsi, YepHsiBbii!

C 3TMMKM CnoBaMM OH MEAJIEHHO MOBaNMACA HUYKOM. TPOHK C HEMPOHWLIAEMbIM
NIMLOM CTOST BCE TaK )e HernoaBMXHO, a B NnabupuHTax Kpenoctn noaHsinacb
npefABOEHHas cyeTa.

X111

TakoBO 6bIN0 Hayano TOM MAMATHOM HOYM, HAMOSHEHHOM BETPOM, OTONECKaMM
Kayatowmxcs hoHapen, HeobbIYHBIMM CUFHaNamMu rpy6bbl, FPOXOTOM canor B nepexoaax,
obnakamu, KOTopble CTPEMUTENBHO HANIETaNN C CEBEPa U, LENNSSICh 3a BEPXYLLKM CKanl,
OCTaBNS/IM Ha HUX CBOM KNO4Ybsi, HO 3aAepXXaTbCs HE MOr/IU: YTO-TO OYEHb BaXKHOE
BNEKO WX AanbLue.

[locTaTo4HO 6bII0 OAHOrO BbICTPENa, NMPOCTOro BMHTOBOYHOMO BbICTpena, YTobbl
Bcs Kpenoctb BCTpeneHynacb. [ogamu 34ecb  Uapuna  TUILMHA: BCE  BEYHO



NPUCNYLUMBANUCL K CEBEpPY, YTOObl BOBPEMS YNIOBUTb FOMIOC HAZBMIalOLLENCS BOWHbI, —
C/IMWIKOM [ONr0 OHa ANMNach, 3Ta TUWIMHA. Tenepb BOT pasfancs BUHTOBOYHbIN
BbICTPENT — TOYHO OTMEPEHHOE KOIMYECTBO MOpoXa M CBWMHLOBasi Myns, — HO Joau
nepernsHynCh Tak, C/IOBHO TOMIbKO M XAanu 3TOro CurHana.

KOHeYHO, 1 B TOT BeYEp HUKTO, KPOME HECKOMbKUX CONAAT, HE MPOM3HEC BCAyX
CnoBa, KOTopoe 6biNo y Bcex Ha yMe. Oduuepbl NpeanoynTany noMankneaTtb, YTobbl He
CNYrHyTb Haaexay. Pa3Be He Anst BOMHbI C TaTapaMm BO3BeEHbI CTeHbI KpenocTu, pa3se
He paaun Hee BCe TPaTAT 3[€Cb rofibl CBOEW XMW3HW, pa3Be He U3-3a TaTap YacoBble KaK
3aBefieHHble [EHHO M HOLWIHO BbIWAMMBAOT Ha CBoeM nocTy? OAaHM Kaxaoe YTpo
MPOCHINATCA C HOBOW HaAEXAoN, APYrne 3aroHsIIOT ee nornybxe, a TPETbM HE 3HaloT
[laXke, eCTb OHa WM HET, MOXET, OHM BOObLLE ee noTepsann. Ho HM y Koro He xBaTaeT
CMENOCTU 3aroBOPUTb O HEW BCITyX — 3TO CYMTAETCS IypPHOM NPUMETOM, a FNMaBHOE — KTO
)K€ CTaHEeT AeNUTbCS CBOMMM CaMbIMU COKPOBEHHBLIMM MbicnsaMu? ConaaTaMm Takoe He
npucrano.

Wtak, noka ecTb oauMH YybuTbiM conpgaT fda elwe Jowadb HEeU3BECTHOro
MPOMCXOXAEHMS. B kKapaynbHOM OTpsiAe Y BOPOT, BbIXOASLUMX Ha CEBEP, rAe Kak pas u
C/ly4nsioCcb HecyacTbe, BCE OYEHb B3OyAOpaXkeHbl, W, XOTS 3TO HE MpPeayCMOTPEHO
yCTaBOM, MMEHHO TaM ceiyac HaxoanTcst TPOHK, YAPYYEHHbIV MbIC/ISIMU O FPO3SILLEM eMY
HaKa3aHWW; OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a C/TYUYMBLUEECS JIOKUTCS MMEHHO HA HEro: KTO, Kak He
OH, AOMYCTMN OTNAYYKy Jlauuapu, KTO, KaKk He OH, AO/MkeH 6bll Mo BO3BpaLLEHUM
3aMEeTUTb, YTO CONAAT He 0TO3BasICA BO BPEMSI MNOBEPKM?

Bot cnyyait Mariopy MaTTu NpoAeMOHCTPUPOBAaTh 3HaHWE Aena u ynoTpebuTb CBOIO
BM1acTb. [10 MLy €ro HUYEro He yraaaellb, KaXeTcs Aaxe, 6yaTo oH ynbibaetcs. OaHako
)K€ Malop NpeKpacHO OCBEAOMSIEH O MPOMUCLIEALIEM M MPUKA3bIBAaET AEXYPHOMY MO
PenyTy neviteHaHTy MeHTaHe nogobpaTh Tpyn congara.

MeHTaHa — oduLep HEMPUMETHbIN, CaMblii MOXWNOW NenTeHaHT B Kpenoctu: He
MMeN OH Ha NasnbLe KosbLa C KPYMHbIM afiMa3oM M He Urpai XOpoLUO B LIAXMaTbl, HUKTO
6bl O HEM WM He BCMOMWHan. [lparoueHHbI KaMeHb Ha ero 6e3bIMSHHOM Manble
AEVCTBUTENBHO BENMK, U PEAKO KOMY yAAeTCs oAep)aTb HaZ HUM nobeay 3a LaxMaTHOM
[OCKOM, HO nepea MaiopoM MaTTu OH TpenewleT 1, Nony4YnB TakoN NPOCTOM MpUKas —
nocnaTtb /ll0Aen 3a YouTbIM, COBCEM TEPSIET FOJIOBY.

Ha ero cyactbe, Maiop MaTTu, 3aMETUB CTOSILLEro B Yrosike CTapLiero cepXaHTta
TpoHKa, NoA3bIBaET ero:

— TpOHK, MOCKOMIbKY BaM 3[eCb AenaTb Heyero, BO3bMWUTE BbIMOSIHEHUE 3TOW
onepaunn Ha cebs!

MPOM3HOCUT OH 3TO TakKUM €CTECTBEHHbIM TOHOM, ClTIOBHO TPOHK — OBbIYHbIA YHTEP
M NIMYHOro KacaTenbCTBa K MpouclleaweMy He uMeeT. MaTTu He NpuBbIK AenaTb
BbIFOBOPbl HEMOCPEACTBEHHO MPOBUHUBLUMMCS UM GnegHeeT OT 3710CTW, MOAbICKMBAs
HeobxoaMMble CIoBa: eMy Mo Aylue BCskue 06CTosiTeNbHbIE pacciiefoBaHUs C AONTUMM
[OMpocCaMn U MPOTOKOMaMM, OT KOTOPbIX CaMblii  HE3HAUUTENbHbIA  MPOCTYMOK
pa3pacTaeTcs A0 YyAOBULLHbIX MacLTaboB M MOYTK BCerga BneyeT 3a cobol cepbesHoe
Haka3aHue. TPOHK He MOPrHyB /1a30M OTBEYaeT:

— Cnywwatocb, rocrnofivH Mamop! — 1 cnewuT B 6AnmkaiLLnii K BOpOTaM [ABOPUK.

Bckope HebonbLLOoW 0TpaA, 3anaclimcb poHapsMu, BbIXoauT 13 Kpenoctu: Bo rnase
BbICTynaeT TPOHK, 3@ HAM C/lieyoT YeTBEPO CONAAT C HOCUSIKaMK, 3@ HUMW — Ha BCAKUM
Cnyyvai — elle YETBEPO BOOPYXKEHHbIX PSAOBbIX. 3aMbIKAET LECTBUE, KYTasiCb B JIMHAbIN
nnawy u Bosioya cabsito no KaMHaM, cam Marop MaTtu.



Jlauuapy OHM HaxoasAT B TOM MOSIOXKEHMM, B KAKOM €ro HacTurma nyns: JIMLOM BHUS,
C BbITAHYTbIMU Brnepea pykamu. BMHTOBKA, BUCEBLLASA Yy HEro 4Yepes nne4vo, 3acTpsna
MeXay ABYMs KAMHSIMU M TOPYUT MPUKIAAOM BBeEpX, SiBMisis CO60i CTpaHHOe 3pesuLle.
Mapas, conaaT nopaHun cede pyky, 1, NPEXAE YEM ero TeO YCMNesno OCTbiTb, U3 PaHKK
BbITEK/IO HEMHOIO KPOBM, TEMHEIOLLIEN ceivac Ha 6enoM kaMHe. TauHCTBEHHas noluaab
ncyesna.

TPOHK CK/OHSIETCS Had MepTBbIM, UTOObI B3Tb €ro 3a MNje4Yn U nepeBepHyTb, HO
TYT XKe OTAEPruBaeT pykW, Kak 6bl BCMOMHMB, YTO MO YCTaBY 3TO HE MOSIOXKEHO.

— MNogHuMKTe ero, — TMXO U 3710 NpUKasbiBaeT OH congartaM. — Ho cHayana Hago
CHATb BUHTOBKY.

OAVH U3 conaaT HaKMNOHSETCsl, YTOObl OTCTErHyTb PEMEHb, U CTaBUT CBOMN (hOHapb
Ha KaMHW psiaoOM C MepTBbIM. Jlauuapy He ycren Aaxke 3aKpbiTb r1asa, U CBeT (oHapst
OTPaXKAEeTCs B Y3KOW Mosiocke 6enKoB Mex/1y BEKaMW.

— TPOHK! — CAbIWMTCA M3 TEMHOTbI FONOC Manopa MaTtTu.
— [a, rocnoauH Marop! — otBeYaeT TPOHK, BbITSIMBasiCb B CTPYHKY.
Conpatbl TOXe 3aMupaltoT.

— e 310 cnyunnock? Fae MMeHHO OH cbexxan? — crpalvBaeT Mailop, MeasieHHo
Lieas cnosa u aenas Bua, 6yaATo cnpocun NpocTo Tak, U3 NpasfHoro NobonbITcTBa. — Y
UCTOYHUKA? TaM, rae Takue 6onblune BanyHbI?

— Tak TOYHO, rOCNOAMH Malop, TaM, — 0TBeYaeT TPOHK, He NycKasiCb B AaNbHeNwme
06BbSACHEHMS.

— W HUKTO He 3aMeTw, Kak OH cbexan?

— HukTO, rocnoauH manop.

— XM, Y UCTOYHMKA, 3HAUMT. A 4TO, TaM BbI10 TEMHO?

— Tak TOYHO, roCNoAMH Maop, A0BOBHO TEMHO.

TPOHK elle HECKONbKO MIFHOBEHW CTOUT HaBbITSXKKY, MOTOM, MOCKOJIbKY HOBbIX
BOMPOCOB OT MaTTu He MOCTynaeT, 3HAaKOM BENUT condaTaM MNpoAo/HKaTh CBOE Aeno.
OOWMH 13 HUX MbITAaETCA OTCTErHyTb PEMEHb BMHTOBKM, HO MPSXXKY 3a€/10 U peEMEHb He
noaaaeTcd. Hatarmeasa ero, conaat YyBCTBYET TAXECTb MEPTBOr0O Tena, HEMOMEPHYIO,
CBUHLIOBYIO TAXECTb.

OcBo60aAMB BWMHTOBKY, ABOE COAAAT OCTOPOXHO MepeBopavMBaloT yobutoro Ha
CnuHy. Tenepb OCBeLLeHO BCe ero nmuo. MNybwl y Jlauuapy COMKHyTbI. [onynpukpbIThie,
OCTAHOBMBLLMECA U HE pearnpylowmMe Ha CBET rna3a roBOpAT O TOM, YTO YEN0BEK MEPTB.

— B no6? — cnbiwmntca ronoc Maopa MaTTu, Cpa3y 3aMETMBLLEFO MaseHbKYHo
BMATUHY Yy NepeHoCuLbl.

— MpocTuTe, rocnoavH Marop? — TPOHK He MOHsSN Bonpoca.

— §l roBopto: nyns nonasna B 106? — pasapaXkeHHo nosTopsieT MaTTw.

TpoHK npunogHnMaeT dhoHapb, HanpasnseT fyd CBeTa Ha Nvuo Jlauuapu un, Toxe
3aMeTUB MasieHbKYI0 BMSITUHY, MHCTUHKTUBHO TAHETCS K HEWN ManbueM — nowynaTb. Ho
Cpas3sy Xe CMYLEHHO OTAEPruBaEeT pyKy.

— MNoxoxe, TaK 1 eCTb, FOCNoANH Malnop, NpPsIMO B N106.

(MoueMy 6bl €My CaMOMy He NOAOUTM M HE MOCMOTPETb Ha MOKOMHMKA, C/IN 3TO Tak
€ro nHTepecyeT? A TO 3afaeT BCSKMe rnynble BOnpochl!)

Conpatbl, OT BHUMaHUA KOTOPbIX He YKpblnacb pPacTepsHHOCTb TPOHKa,
NPOAO0/KAKT 3aHMMaTbCA CBOUM AeNOM: ABOE MOAXBATbIBAKOT Tpyn 3a njeyn, ABoe
6epyT 3a Horun. MoNoBa, NMWEHHas Onopbl, CTPALWHO OTKMAbIBAETCA Ha3aj. PoT, XOTb Ha
HEM U NEeXUT neasHas nevyatb CMepTU, YyTb MPUOTKPLIBAETCS.



— A KTO cTpensin? — cnpalwusaeT MaTtTu, Npoao/mkasl BCe TakK >X€ HEMOABWMXHO
CTOATb B TEMHOTE.

Ho TpoOHK y)e He CiblUT Bomnpoca. Bce BHMMaHWe cepXaHTa COCpefoTOo4YeHO
cenyac Ha youtom.

— Noppepxute emy ronoBy! — NpuKasbiBaeT OH C TIYXOW SPOCTbKO, CIOBHO
MOKOMHMK — OH caM. Bapyr fo Hero goxoauT, 4To MaTTK CHOBa O YEM-TO CrpalUMBaET,
1 TPOHK BbITArMBAETCS B CTPYHKY. — MpoCTuUTE, rocnoavH Manop, S TyT...

— 1 cnpocun, — BHSATHO NMOBTOPSIET Maviop MaTTu, 1 NO ero TOHY SICHO, YTO TO/bKO
NPUCYTCTBME MOKOMHMKA BbIHY)XXAAET €ro COXPaHsATb BblAEPXKKY. — S CMpoCU: KTO
cTpenan?

— Bbl 3HaeTe, Kak ero 30ByT? — TMX0 obpaluaetcs TPOHK K congaTtam.

— MapTennu, — oTBe4vaeT KTO-TO U3 HUX. — [)koBaHHK MapTtennu.

— [xoBaHHW MapTennn, — rpOMKO NOBTOPSAET TPOHK.

— MapTennu, — pa3gyMunMBO NPOU3HOCUMT Maurop. (3HaKOMOe WMMSl, AO/MKHO ObITb,
OOMH U3 nobeauTenen COpPeBHOBaHMM Mo cTpenbbe. CTpPenkoBoM MNOArOTOBKOM
PYKOBOAUT MMEHHO OH, Manop MaTTu, M Nyylmx CHaMNepoB 3HaeT No MMeHW.) — Mo
Npo3BuLLY YepHsiBbIA, BEpPHO?

— Tak TO4yHO, — oTBeyaeT TPOHK, MNPOAO/KAOWMA CTOSATb HABbITSXKKY. —
[encTBuTenbHO y Hero npo3ssuile YepHsBbii. CaMn 3HaeTe, roclnoAnH Manop, conaathbl
Mexay coboi No-npusTenbCKu...

OH Kak 6bl cTapaeTcs BbiropoanTb MapTennu: AeckaTb, B TOM, YTO NapHS Npo3Basu
YepHsBbIM, €ro BUHbI HET, U HaKa3blBaTb TYT HE 3a 4YTO.

Ho maiop He cobupaeTcs HakasbiBaTb ConaaTa: Takasl MbiC/ib €EMY M B FOIOBY HE
NPUXOAMUT.

— Ara, YepHsiBbIi! — KMBAET OH, HE CKPbIBas YAOBETBOPEHMUS.

CTapwmii cepXaHT XMypo CMOTPUT Ha Malnopa, eMy Bce sicHO. Kak e, Kak xe,
AYMaeT OH, Aal eMy eLle Npu3, CBOOYb, 3@ TO, YTO OH KpacMBO ybun yenoseka. Kakoi
TOYHbIV NpuULen, He NpaBaa nn?

[la, KOHeYHo, npuuen bbin 0YeHb TOYHbIM. MIMEHHO 06 3TOM AyMaeT cenyac MatTu
(a Beab korga YepHsiBbivi cTpensn, 66110 yxe TeMHo. CHanmnepbl y HEro YTo Haao).

TPOHK NIOTO HEHABMAUT ero B 3Ty MUHYTY. Kak Xe, KaK e, MOXellb pafoBaTbCs
OTKpbITO, AyMaeT OH. Ha To, uTo Jlauuapu ybut, Tebe Hannesatb. lNoxBanu cBoero
YepHsBoro, BbiHecK eMy 6narogapHocCTb!

N peicTBUTENBHO, Maop COBEPLUEHHO CMOKOMHBLIM FO/IOCOM FPOMKO BbIpaXaeT
CBOE Y[10B/IeTBOPEHME:

— Y710 X, YepHsBbI cTpensieT MeTko! — A nNpo cebs aymaeT: 3ToT xuTpel, Jlauuapu
HaZeancsl, YTo YepHsBbIN NPOMaxHETCs, HaAessCs, YTo eMy Bce coraeT ¢ pyk! Tenepb
OH y3Han, C keM umen aeno. A TpoHK?... MOXET, OH TOXe paccuuTbiBan, YTO YepHsBbIN
NPOMaxHeTCs, U TorAaa BCe KOHYMIOCh Obl HECKOMbKMMKU AHAMW raynTeBaxTbl. — O Aa,
pa! — cHoBa BOCKIMUAET Malop, COBEpPLIEHHO M03abblB O TOM, 4YTO Mepes HUM
MOKOMHUK. — YepHSIBbIA — CTPENOK OTMEHHBIN!

HakoHeL, OH YMOMKaEeT, 1 CTapLUnii CEPXXaHT MOXET ONsiTb 3aHATbCSA TPynoM. Tenepb
Jlauuapu nexuT Ha HOCUNKaX, Kak MonaraeTcs: SvMuO ero MPUKPLITO MOXOAHbLIM
0fesnIoM, BUAHbI TONbKO pyKN — ABe 60/blune KPeCcTbSIHCKME PYKWU, KOTOpbIE KaXKyTcCs
eLLe XXMBbIMU U HAaNUTLIMN KPOBbIO.

Mo 3Haky TpoHKa conaaTthbl MOAHUMAOT HOCKIIKM.
— MpukaxkxeTe naATK, rocrnoanH Manop?



— A KOro ele Tbl cObupaeLlbCst 34€eChb XAaTb? — pe3Ko oTBeYaeT MaTTu, KOTOpbIi
TOJIbKO TEMNEPb C UCKPEHHUM YAMBNIEHMEM MOYYBCTBOBA/I HEHABUCTb TPOHKA U CYMTaET
HY>XHbIM OTBETUTb MY TaK XXe pe3ko, NoAYepKHYB BA06aBOK NpeHebpexeHne cTapLuero
MO 3BaHUIO K NMOAYMHEHHOMY.

— Bnepep! — komaHayeT TPOHK.

CnepnoBano 6bl CKa3aTb «LIAroM MapLu», HO 3TO KaXXeTCsl eMy CenyYac HeYMECTHbIM.
Tonbko Tenepb OH B3rNsiHY/ Ha KpenocTb, yBUAEN Ha CTEHE CUITYST YacOBOro, CMyTHO
BbIPMCOBbLIBAOLWMICS B cBeTe OHapen. 3a 3TUMM CTeHaMu, B OAHON U3 Ka3apM eCcTb
KoMka Jlauuapu M ero CyHAy4yoK, @ B HEM — MpPUBE3EHHOE M3 AOMa M306paxkeHue
MaZlOHHbI, HECKOJIbKO XOJSIOCTbIX MaTPOHOB, OMHMBO, LIBETHbIE HOCOBbLIE MNATKM, YETbIPE
cepebpsiHble NyroBuLbl 415 NapagHOro MyHAMpa: OHM AOCTanNCb eMy eLle OT Aeda U B
KpenocTtu HuKoraa 6bl He NpUroANIUCS.

Ha nogyLuke, BO3MOXHO, 3a 3TU ABa AHS He pa3rnagnnach eLle siMka OT ero rosiosbl,
a B BeLax HanaeTcs, HaBepHO, M Ny3blpPeK C YepHWUNAMM, MPOAOCKAET NEPEYNCISTL NPO
cebsi NneflaHTUYHbIN Aaxke B MbICNsIX TPOHK, Hy Aa, Ny3blpek C YepHUIamMm 1 pydka. Bce
3TO 3aBEpHYT B MakKeT W OTNpPaBAT ero pPoAHbIM BMECTe C MUCbMOM OT roCrnoAuHa
NosIKOBHMKA. OCTanbHOE — TO eCTb Ka3eHHOe MMYLLEeCTBO, B TOM 4uCiie U CMEeHHoe
benbe, — NnepeganyT ApyroMmy conaaty. A BOT KpacuBas napagHas ¢opmMa U BUHTOBKA
He AOCTaHyTCS HWMKOMY: BMHTOBKY W (POPMY MOXOPOHAT BMECTE C XO35IMHOM — TaKOB
3akoH KpenocTu.

X1V

A korga HacTynun paccBeT, ¢ HoBoro peayta yBMAENN Ha CEBEPHON paBHUHE
KPOLLUEYHYIO YepHYO0 MOMIOCKY. YepTouKy, KoTopas ABuUranacb U HUKAK He Morna 6biTb
rannoumHaumen. MNepBbiM 3aMeTUN ee YacoBOW AHAPOHMKO, NOTOM — YacoBow MNbeTpw,
3aTeM — cep)kaHT baTTa, KOTopbI CHauana CMesancs Hag HUMK, W, HAKOHEL, AEXYPHbI
odvuep — nenTeHaHT MaaepHa.

Hebonbluas YepHasi N0N0CKa — YTO-TO COBEPLUEHHO HEMOHATHOE — ABUranachb yTpoMm
C ceBepa 4yepe3 NycCTblHIO, XOTS Heaobpble npeayvyscTBus 3asBunn o cebe B Kpenoctu
ele ¢ Houn. MNpuMMepHO B LWIECTb yTpa 4YacoBoW AHAPOHWKO MoaHsin Tpesory. [a, C
CceBepa YTO-TO ABUIaNoCh: TAKOrO €Lle HU Y KOro Ha namsaTtu He 6bin1o. Koraa pacceeno
coBCeM, Ha 6enoM oHe nycCTbiHM CTana OTYETMBO BMAHA KOJIOHHA JitoAen,
HaNpaB/ISIBLLUMXCS B CTOPOHY KpenocTtu.

Uepe3 HECKOSIbKO MUHYT, KaK M KaXKAoe yTpO C He3amnaMsiTHbIX BpeMeH (Koraa-To
3TO O6BLACHANOCL HAAEXAOM, MOTOM — NOBOBLI0 K MOPSAAKY, @ TENEpb — BCEro NMllib
MPUBBIYKOIA), MOSIKOBOM MOPTHOW MPOCAOUMMO MOAHANCS Ha Kpbiwy KpenocTu, yTobbl
B3r/ISIHYTb OKPECT. 3TO CTano TPaauUMen, U CTOPOXKEBbIE MOCTbl NMPONyckanu ero 6e3
pa3roBopoB. OH HaBeAbIBA/ICA HA CTEHY, Ha CMOTPOBYIO NJIOLWAAKY, 601Tan 0 TOM 0 CEM
C AEXYPHbIM CEPXXAHTOM, a NOTOM CHOBA CMyCKasiCs B CBOE MOA3EMESIbE.

B 3TOT pa3, OKMHYB B3rNIAOM MPOCMATPUBABLLUIACA CO CTEHbI TPEYrofbHUK
NyCTbiHK, MpOCAOYMMO pEeLUnsl, YTO OH YXX€ Ha TOM CBeTe. MbIC/lb, YTO OH BUAWUT COH,
€My W1 B rOfIoBy He MpULLIA: CHOBUAEHWS OBbIYHO ObIBAOT abCYPAHBIMU U MyTaHHbIMMK,
CMSALLMIA YENOBEK NOACO3HATENBHO YYBCTBYET HEPEANIbHOCTb NMPOUCXOASLLErO, NOHMMaS,
YTO B OAMH MPEKPACHbIi MOMEHT HacTYNWUT NpobyaeHne. Bo cHe KapTuHbI HUKOrAa He
6bIBAIOT TaKUMM YETKMMM M MaTepUasibHbIMKU, KaK 3Ta YHbINasi paBHUHA, MO KOTOPOWM
ABUraiuCb CTPOEM HEU3BECTHbIE NTHOAN.

[0 yero e Bce 6biNI0 CTPAaHHO, A0 YEro MoxXoXe Ha MeuyTaHus ero MosioaocTm!
MpocaouMMo NpOCTO HE MOT MOBEPUTL B PeanibHOCTb MPOUCXOASILLENO U PELLNA, YTO OH

yMep.



Oa, ymep, v Focnoab Bor npoctun ero. MopTHOM MoAyMar, YTO OH YXXe Ha TOM
CBETE, KOTOPbIA C BUAY HUYEM HE OT/IMYAETCS OT HaLWero, TONbKO TaM BCE XOpollee
cOblBaeTC B COOTBETCTBMM C TBOMMW 3aKOHHBIMW O>KEMaHWsSMW, a Koraa Tbl
YOOBETBOPEH, AyLlia YCrOKanBaeTCsd; OAHUM C/TIOBOM, BCE COBCEM HE TaK, KaK Ha 3TOM
CBETe, rae YTo-HMbyab Aa OTPaBUT Aaxke caMble Nydllne OHW.

WTtak, MpocaoumMMmo peluns, YTo OH yMep, M CTOST KakK BKOMaHHbIA: [ABUraThCs
Tenepb HW K YeMy, BeAb OH — MOKOMHWK, U 3aCTaBWUTb €ro NoLeBEUTbCS MOXET NULLb
Kakasi-HMbyab He3paelHss cuna. Ho TyT pasgascst ronoc CTapliero cepXxaHTa, BEX/IMBO
TPOHYBLLENO €ro 3a pyKas:

— Y10 c Bamn? BaM nnoxo?
Tonbko Toraa NpocaoynMMo oYHyncs.

Bce 6bIn10 NoUTH Tak XKe, Kak B MeYTax, TOJIbKO ELLE JTyylle: CO CTOPOHbI CEBEPHOMO
KOpONEBCTBa ABUranacb TaMHCTBEHHAs paTb. BpeMsi neTeno oyeHb 6bICTPO, HUKTO He
MOr OTOpBaTb rna3 OT HeOobblYHOro 3penuila, COSMHUE CBEepKasno MoYTM y CaMoro
6arpoBoro ropusoHTa, a Yy>ke3eMubl NOAX0oAMNN BCe bnmxe, XOTS ABUranvch He cneLua.
KTO-TO 3asBuWf, YTO BUAUT TaM U MELWMX, U KOHHbIX, YTO MAYT OHW LEMOYKON U elle
3HaMsa HecyT. CKkasan 3TO OAMH, @ OCTasibHble TyT Xe BHyWWIn cebe, YTo BUAAT TO Xe
caMoe — LIeNOYKy MEeXOTMHLEB U KaBa/IEPUCTOB M AaXKe MONIOTHULLE 3HAMEHM, XOTS Ha
CaMoM fJene pasrnsaeTb MOXHO 6bi/10 NWLLb MEANIEHHO ABUIABLUMIACS YEPHBIN LITPUX.

— 3TO TaTapbl, — PUCKHYJT COCTPUTb YacoBol AHAPOHWMKO, HO INLO ero MoKpbifoch
cMepTenbHOM 611eAHOCTbIO.

CnycTta nonyaca neiteHaHT MagepHa Ha HoBoM peayTe npukasan BbiMyCTUTb
XOJOCTOW 3apsia U3 NyLWKK: TO 6bI/10 CBOEro poAa npeaynpexaeHve, npeaycMoTpeHHOe
YCTaBOM B C/lyyae NpUBMKEHUS BOOPYXXEHHBIX CU Yy)KE3EMLIEB.

MHOro NeT B 3TUX KpasiX HUKTO HE Crbilan nyleyHbIX BbicTpenoB. CTeHbl dhopTa
cnerka JAporHynu. 3BYyK BbICTpeNna pa3poccs B 3aMeASIEHHbIA TPOM, MOXOXMM Ha
3/10BELUNIA TYN1 TOPHOM NaBuWHbI. JleMTeHaHT MagepHa cMoTpen B CTOpoHy KpenocTw,
Hadescb YBWAETb XOTb KakuMe-HMbyab MpusHaku TpeBorn. Ho BbICTpeNn HUKOro He
YAVBWI, M60 Yy>Ke3€eMLibl ABUra/IMCb UMEHHO MO TOMY TPEYrofibHOMY YYacTKy paBHUHbI,
KOTOpbI MPOCMaTpMBaANCs C LUeHTpanbHoro ¢opTta, M TaM yxe BCE 3Hanu. BecTb
JoKaTunacb A0 CaMoM OTAaNeHHOW ranepen, A0 TOro MecTa, rAe KpauWHWN NeBbli
6acTMOH NpuMbIKan K CKanbHOM CTEHe, U Aake A0 conjaTta, CTOSIBLIEro Ha 4acax Y
MoA3EMHOro cknasa hoHapen M LIAHLEBOr0 WMHCTPYMEHTA, Aa, AaXe A0 4acoBOro,
KOTOPbIN HE MOI HUYEro BMAETb, TaK KakK Haxoawscsa B TEMHOM MoABane, AoKaTuiach
3Ta BecCTb. Kak ke eMy XOTenocb, YTobbl BpeMsi MpOLSIO CKOpee, 4Tob AeXypCTBO
KOHYMMNOCh M MOXHO 6bIfI0 TOXKE MNOAHSATLCS Ha CTEHY, MSHYTb BHU3.

Bce 6bI10 Kak Mpexae: YacoBble OCTaBa/MCb HAa CBOMX MOCTax, MEPWIM Luaramu
CBOWM YYaCTKM CTEHbl, MWCLbl NEPENMUCbIBANN [AOHECEHMS, MOCKPUMNbIBAs NEpPbsSMU U
HeCnewHo Makasi UX B YEPHWMbHULbBI, — HO C CEBEPa ABWra/IMCb HEWU3BECTHbIE HOAM,
KOTOPbIX BMOJSIHE MOXHO 6bI10 MPUHSATbL 3@ MPOTUBHMKA. B KOHIOLWHAX conaaThl YNCTUIN
CKpebHMUaMM Nnollaaen, U3 KyXOoHHOM Tpybbl NEHMBO MOAHWMMANCS AbiM, Tpoe conaaT
noaMeTanu ABOP, HO Haj BCEM YXXe FOCNOACTBOBANIO OCTPOE U HEMPUBbLIYHOE YYBCTBO —
YyBCTBO BCEOOLLEr0 HETEPMNENMBOIO OXMAAHWS, CIIOBHO Yac Npobus, BENNKUIN MOMEHT
HacTan 1 Bo3BpaTa bblTb YK€ HE MOXET.

Oduuepbl 1 conaatbl rNyboKo BTAMMBaAM BO3AYX, BNWUTbIBAs NOAHUMABLUYIOCS OT
3EM/IN YTPEHHIOK CBEXECTb, YTOObI Nyylle YyBCTBOBaTb, Kak BypnuT Ux Monoaas KpoBb.
ApTUNNEPUCTBI HAYaNn rOTOBUTb MYLIKU U C LIYTKAMU CYETUIUCb BOKPYT HUX, C/IOBHO
obuxaxkuBann HOPOBUCTbIX KOHeW. Bo B3rnsigax ckBo3wna TpeBora, BeAb MpOLsIOo



CTO/NbKO NeT, U, KTO 3HAET, MOXET, NYLUKK YXKe HE CMOryT CTPensiTb, MOXET, paHblue WX
He OYeHb CTapaTeNbHO YUCTUN U TENEPb HYXXHO CPOYHO MPUHMMATb Mepbl, 60 Yac
61130K M CKOpO BCe pewnTcs. M HUKOrAa elle BeCTOBbIE He HOCU/TUCH TakK CTPEMUTENBHO
Nno NecTHUUaM, HMKOraa euwe MyHauMpbl He 6biiM B TakoOM Mopsiake, LWTbIKKM Tak
HaZpaeHbl, 3ByKN TPYObl — TAKMMMU BOMHCTBEHHbIMW. BbIXOAMT, XKAann He 3psi, BbIXOAMT,
BCE 3TU oAbl He MOTpaYeHbl BNYCTYIO U cTapast KpenocTb elle MOXeT COCNY>XUTb CBOKO
cnyxoy.

Tenepb Bce 60sMCb MPONYCTUTb OCOObLIM CWUrHan, CUrHan Hactosiwen 6oeBov
TPEBOrn, KOTOPOro HMKOMY M3 CONAAT elle He MOCYacTMBWUIOCH CblwaTtb. Bo Bpems
3aHATWIM, NPOBOAMBLUMXCS 3@ CTeHaMM KpenocTu B YKPOMHOW HU3MHKE, YTOObl 3BYKM He
ponetany Ao ¢opta M He Bbi3Bany HEB3Ha4al nepenonioxa, Tpybaun TUXMMU NETHUMU
BEeYepaMm MbITaIMCb MHOTrAa BOCNPOU3BECTM 3TOT 3HAMEHUTLIN CUrHAN — NPOCTO Tak, OT
ype3MepHoro ycepamst (HUKTO BeAb He AyMarn, YTO K HeMy npuaetcs npuberHyTb Ha
fene). A Tenepb OHW Xanenu, YTo Mano TPEHUPOBANNUCH: 3TO HbII0 AOBOMBHO ANMHHOE
apneaxmo, 3aBepLUABLLEECS HA OYEHb BbICOKOWM HOTE, TaK YTO 6e3 A0/1KHON TPEHNPOBKU
nerko 6bi10 chanbWNBUTD.

Tonbko KoMeHAaHT Kpenoctm Mor oTAaaTb Npukas TpybuTb 3TOT CUrHan, u Bce
MblCn 6binn obpalleHbl K MONKOBHUKY: COMAAThl XAanu, Koraa OH NOAHWMMETCS Ha
CTEHbl U MPOMAET MX M3 KOHLIA B KOHEL], OHW YXe npeactaBnsim cebe, Kak OH
npubnmxaeTcs, ropaenmeo ynblbascb U BHMMATENbHO 3arnsabiBas B rnasa KaxaoMmy.
[nsi Hero, AO/MKHO BbITb, TOXKE HACTYNWUT OCOBEHHBIN AEHb, Pa3Be He yLUIa Ha OXXuaaHue
3TOro MOMEHTA BCS €ro »XM3Hb?

Ho nonkoBHMK OunMMope CTos1 B CBOEM KabMHETE M CMOTPEN M3 OKHa Ha CeBep,
Ha ManeHbKUA TPeYrosibHUK MyCTbIHHOW PaBHWHbI, HE 3AC/IOHEHHbIN ropamMu, BUAEN
LIENOYKY YEpHbIX TOYEK, ABUIaBLUMXCS, CTOBHO MypaBbM, MPSMO Ha Hero, MpsiIMO Ha
KpenocTb; AeNCTBUTENBHO BbINI0 MOX0XKE, YTO 3TO CONAaThI.

MOMWHYTHO B KabWHET BXOAWN KTO-HWOYAb M3 OMLEPOB — TO MOAMNOSKOBHUK
HWKOMO3M, TO KanNWUTaH-NMOBEpSIIOWMIM, TO AEXYPHbIM MO Kapayny. Bxoawnu,
HETEPNENNBO OXMAAs €ro MpPUKasoB... Mo PasHbIMU Mpeanoramu, YTobbl COOBLIMTbL
Kakue-HMbyab ManoBaXkHble HOBOCTM: M3 ropofa npubbina dypa C NpoAoBOSILCTBUEM; C
yTpa HayaT PEMOHT MEeYN; UCTEKAET CPOK YBOIbHUTENbHBIX A1 HECKOMIbKMX CONAAT; Ha
Teppace LUeHTpanbHoro ¢opTta ycTaHOBNeHa noA3opHas Tpyba — BApYr rOCMOAWH
MOJIKOBHUK 3aX0YET et BOCMO/b30BaTbCS.

OHu cooblwann 06 3ToM, NOAHOCA PYyKY K KO3bIPbKY M Lenkas kKabnykamu, n He
MOHMManN, NoYeMy NOSIKOBHMK BCE CTOUT U MOJTUYUT U HE OTAAET NPUKA30B, KOTOPbIX BCe
Tak xayT. OH ewe He pacropsaanncs 06 ycuneHum OXpaHbl, O BblAAYE KaXKAOMY
yABOeHHoro 6oe3anaca, 06 0bbaBIeHUN TPEBOrW.

C KaKOW-TO HEMOHSITHOM anaTvel NOMKOBHWUK XaAHOKPOBHO Habnoaan 3a
NPUBMKEHMEM UyXKE3EMLEB, HE 0OHApYXXMBasi HX NMeYanu, H1U paaocTy, byaTo Bce 3T
ero BoobLue He Kacanockb.

A Beab CTOSI1 NPeKPaCcHbIN OKTSAOPbCKUI AEHEK, COMHLE CUSINO, BO3AYX 6blT YNCT U
npo3payeH — camble NOAXOAsILME YCIIOBUS NS CpaXkeHus. BeTep pa3ssean ¢nar Hag
Kpblen dopTa, Xentas 3eMns BO [ABope 6nectena, M TeHM conaaT 4YeTKo
BbIPMCOBbIBA/IMCb Ha HeW. [pekpacHoe yTpo, FOCNOAMH MOSIKOBHWK.

KoMeHAaHT e SICHO AaBan MOHATb, YTO XO4eT NobbITb OAMH, M, KOraa BCe yXOanm
n3 kabuHeTa, Mepun ero waramm — OT OKHa K CTONY, OT CTONA K OKHY, HW Ha 4YTO He
peLasicb, MaWMHANbHO MOrfaXkuBasi CBOM Cefble YCbl M MPOTSXKHO, COBCEM MO-CTapyecku
B3AblIXas.



BoT y>xe YepHas Lenoyka ucyesna C MasieHbKOro TpeyrosibHMKa paBHUHbI: 3HAUMT,
yy)Xe3eMLbl FAe-TO COBCEM 6/IM3KO OT rpaHuULbl U Yaca Yepes Tpu-YeTbipe NoaouayT K
CaMOMy MOAHOXMIO rop.

Ho rocnoavH nonkoBHMK 6e3 BCSIKON HaaobHOCTX NPOTMpan NnaTKoM CTek/la CBOMUX
OYKOB, MEPENUCTbIBAN AOHECEHMSI M ByMaru, HakonMUBLUMECS HA MUCbMEHHOM CTOSE:
XOaBWWM ero noanucu npuka3 no Kpenoctn, 4Yen-To panopT C npockbon 06
YBOJIbBHEHUW, €XEeAHEBHasi CBOJKA, COCTaB/IEHHasi TFAPHU30HHLIM BpayoM, CTOMKa
HaKMaAHbIX U3 LLOPHOM MacTEPCKOM.

Yero Bbl XAETe, rocroAnH NOMKOBHMK? COJHLE YXe BbICOKO, AaXe TOMbKO YTO
BOLLEALWMIA Mariop MaTTu He CKPbIBAET HEKOTOPOW 03ab0YEHHOCTY; AaXe OH, HUKOrAa U
HMYEMy He BepsiluMin. [a MoKaXucb Tbl XOTS 6bl 4YacoBbIM, MPOMAWCH MO CTEHAM.
Uy>xaKoB, KaK yTBepXAaeT kanuTaH dopLe, nobbiBaBwmMi Ha HoBOM peayTe, yke MOXHO
Pa3fNIMUnTb KaXXAOro B OTAENbHOCTM: OHM BOOPYXKEHbI, Y BCEX 3a M/IEYOM BMHTOBKA,
BpPeMeHU 60IblLE TEPSTb HESb3SI.

A nonkoBHWMK @dunuMope 4ero-to XaeT. OH, KOHEYHO, [OMyCKaeT, YTO 3TU
HeW3BEeCTHble W BMpsiMb conaaTthbl. MycTb Tak. Ho ckonbko ux? OAMH roBOpUT ABECTH,
ApYrov — ABECTU NSATbAECST, @ KTO-TO [a)Ke 3aMETUS1, YTO €C/IN 3TO TOMbKO aBaHrapAa
NPOTUBHWUKA, TO OCHOBHbIE CUMNbl AOMKHbI UCUNCNSTLCA HE MEHEE YEM ABYMS ThICAYaAMM
LUTbIKOB. HO 3TMX OCHOBHbIX CMJ1 MOKa YTO-TO HEe BUAATb, HE UCK/TIOYEHO, YTO UX BOOBLLIE
HeT.

OCHOBHbIX CWN MNPOTMBHMKA, FOCMOAMH MONKOBHWK, HE BWAHO TONbKO W3-3a
ceBepHOro TyMaHa. CerogHsl yTpOM OH 3aMeTHO MPUBIN3UIICS, CEBEPHBIV BETEP MOrHA
€ro BHM3, M OH HaKpPbl/1 3HAYUTENbHYIO YaCTb paBHUHbI. Kakoi 6bii1 CMbICI NOCbIIaTb 3TH
ABE COTHW YENOBEK, eC/IN 3@ HUMW BCJIEA HE BbICTYMAaeT HacTosilee 60/blloe BOMCKO?
MO>XHO C YBEPEHHOCTbIO CKa3aTb, YTO OHO MOKaXeTcs elle Ao nonyaHs. OanH YacoBoW,
HanpuMep, yTBEPXKAAET, UTO OH CaM COBCEM HEAABHO BUAEN, KaK Y rpaHuLbl TyMaHHOM
NOJIOChl YTO-TO ABMranock.

Ho koMeHAaHT BCe LaraeT OT CToMa K OKHY 1 06paTHO, NeHnBo nepebupaet bymaru.
3ayeM 4vyxesemuaM HanagaTtb Ha KpenocTb, AymMaeT OH. MoXeT, 3TO 0O6blKHOBEHHbIE
MaHeBpbl B YCNOBMSAX MNYCTblHU? BpemeHa TaTapCcKux opAa MpowWav — AABHO CTanu
nereHaov. KoMy Boo6LLE HY>XHO HapyLwaTb rpaHuuy? [la, ectb B 3TOM UCTOPUN YTO-TO
COMHUTENbHOE.

[MycKaii 3TO HUKaKWe He TaTapbl, FOCMOAWNH MOJIKOBHMK, HO CONAaThl — 6E3yC/TOBHO.
Hu ans Koro He TalHa, YTO YXE& MHOro SIET OTHOLWIEHMSI C CEBEPHbIM KOPOSIEBCTBOM
CEPLE3HO MCMOPYEHbI, M NMOroBapyBatoT Aaxke 0 BoMHe. [a, 3To 6e3ycnoBHO conaaTthl. U
KOHHbIE, 1 newmre. CKopo, AOMKHO BbiTb, MOKAXETCA apTunnepus. ECTb Bce ocHOBaHMA
nonaraTb, YTO HaNaayT OHM €ELUE [0 HACTYMN/IeHMsl BeYepa, a CTeHbl KpenocTu crapble,
BMHTOBKM CTapble, MyLIKX CTapble, BCe, abCOMOTHO BCe 34eCb YCTapeno, Juilb
congaTckue cepaua monoabl. B obuwem, HapesTbcs Tebe, NOKOBHUK, COBCTBEHHO, He
Ha YToO.

Hapesitbca! O, kak 6bl €My XOTeNI0Cb NepecTaTb HAAesTbCs, Beflb UMEHHO Ha 3TU
HaZeX bl OH MOJIOXMI CBOK XXM3Hb — CKOMIbKO TaM €€ 0CTanoCh? — 1 €CNN YXK cenyac He
TOT CaMblii NOAXOASAWMN Clyyal, TO APYron yxe BpsA N npeacrtaBuTcs. He crTpax
3acTaBNsIeT ero MefnTb, HE MbIC/Ib O TOM, YTO OH MOXET MOrMbHYTb. Takoe eMy U B
rOMOBY HE MPUXOAUT.

OueBMAHO, MOA KOHEL, XU3HW eMy BApYr YnblbHynacb ®opTyHa, npeactas nepen
HMUM B CBOMX CEPEBPSIHBIX NlaTax M € 06arpeHHbIM KpoBbO MeyoM. MoNKoBHUK ODunmMMope,
MOYTM YXKE M HE MOMbILLISIBLUMIA O HEW, BAPYT YBUAEN €€ MUK, U BblN0 B 3TOM JINKE, KaK
HW CTPaHHO, HEYTO APYXEeCTBEHHOe. A OH, €C/l¥ FOBOPWUTb HAYMCTOTY, HE peLuasncs



COBUHYTbCS C MeCTa M OTBETUTb YNbIOKOW Ha YbIOKY: CAWILIKOM YX 4YacTo OH
obmaHbIBancsl, ¢ Hero AoBONbHO. OcTanbHble oduuepbl Kpenoctn cpasy pagoCcTHO
6pocmnncb opTyHe HABCTpeYy. B 0TiMume OT CBOEro KoMaHAMpa OHM CMOTPENN Ha Hee
[AOBEPYMBO, NPeAoLLyLLIas — C/IOBHO MM 3TO HE BMEPBOM — CW/bHbLIN M TEPNKMIN 3anax
61TBbI. A MONKOBHMK BCe Bbbkuaasn. [o Tex nop, noka npekpacHoe BUAEHME HE TPOHET
€ro CBOEeW [ECHWLIEN, OH, CuMTalTe 3TO CyeBepueM, He ABMHETCS C MecTa. Benb
AOCTaTOYHO MyCTsKa — NPOTSHW PYKY, BblAall CBOE 3aBETHOE XeSlaHWe, U AMBHbIN 06pa3
ncuesHet 6e3 cnepa.

BOT noyeMy OH NLLb OTpULIATENIbHO NOKauMBas FOM0BOM B 3HaK TOro, YTo MOpTYHa,
JI0/KHO 6bITh, owmnbnack. W, He Beps, ornsaabiBancs no CTOPOHaM, Ha3aj, CNIOBHO ULLA
TeX, APYrux, NOAIMHHLIX €e U36paHHMKOB. HO HMKOro TaM He 6bifo, 3HaUMT, 3TO He
owmrbKa, 3HaUYUT, TaK MU eCTb: UMEHHO eMy Bbinasa CTosb 3aBMAHAsA Y4acCTb.

Bblnl MOMEHT Nepesa paccBETOM, Koraa Ha 6e1ecoii MOBEpXHOCTU MYCTbIHW OH YBUAES
3arafio4HyI0 YepHyIo 3MeIKy 1 cepALe ero 3aliocb OT paaocTu. NMotoM obpa3 PopTyHbI
B cepebpsiHbIX Aocnexax U ¢ o6arpeHHbIM KPOBbIO MEUYOM CTasl MOHEMHOIY TYCKHETb, U,
XOTSl OHa HanpaBnsinacb K HEMY, el MOYEMY-TO HMKAK He yAaBanoCb MpUBNU3UTLCS
BMJIOTHYIO, MpeodosieTb C BuAy Hebonblloe, a B AEWCTBUTENBHOCTM GECKOHEeYHoe
paccTosiHue.

Jeno B ToM, 4yTo OUIMMOpE CAWLLKOM [OAr0 ee XAan, a Koraa AeNno MAaeT K
CTApOCTK, HET 6osbLLEe TOW BepbI, Kakasl 6biBaeT B ABaAUaThb. [a, CIMLWKOM MHOrO NeT
OH XXAan ee HanpacHo, C/MILUKOM MHOMO MPOYMTAHO MM MPUKA30B MO FapHU30HY,
C/IMWIKOM 4acTo MO YTpaM OH BCMaTpUBANCsS B 3Ty MPOKASATYIO, BEYHO 6e3NofHYo
PaBHUHY.

A Tenepb, Korga 4Yy>xe3eMubl IBUINCb, OH SIBCTBEHHO OLLYLLIQET, YTO TYT KaKas-To
olwmbka (HO Kak e 3aMaH4YMBO BO BCE 3TO NMOBEPUTDL), M OHA MOXKET OKa3aTbCsl POKOBOM.

Mexay TeM MasTHUK CTEHHbIX 4YacoB, BMCEBLUMX HanpOTUB MWCbMEHHOrO CTONa,
npoAo/MKan NepemManbiBaTh XXW3Hb, U XyAble Nanblbl NOIKOBHMKA, COBCEM UCCOXLUME C
rofamu, yrnopHoO NpoTUpanu NiaTKkoM CTeK/la 0OYKOB, XOTS B 3TOM He 6bi1o abcontoTHO
HMKAKON HeoBX0AMMOCTH.

CTpenku 4acoB npubamxanucb K MosioOBUHE OAMHHAALATOro, Korga B KabuHeT
BOLWEN Mavop MaTTu — HaMOMHWUTb MOMKOBHMKY, YTO Mopa MpWHWMaTb pPanopThl
oduuepos. Y OunmMMmope 3TO COBCEM BbICKOUYMMIO M3 rOI0BbI, U OH 6BblN pa3focaoBaH:
Tenepb MNPUAETCS YTO-TO CKa3aTb JIIOASM O MOSIBUBLUMXCS HA PaBHUHE 4yXXe3emuax,
OTKNaablBaTh 60MbLUEe HEBO3MOXHO, HaA0 MB60 oduumanbHO Ha3BaTb MX NPOTUBHUKOM,
nmbo 0bpaTuTb BCe B LWYTKY, MO0 n3bpaTb «30M10TYyl0 CepeanHy» — pacnopsanTbCs O
Mepax 6e30rmacHOCTM M B TO e BpeMs MokasaTb, YTO CaM OH CMOTPUT Ha 3TO
CKeNnTMYeCcKn U He cobupaeTcs NoagHMMaTb MNaHKKY U3-3a NYCTIKOB. Kakoe-To pelueHue,
OHaKO, MPWHATb Cneaosano, U 3To ero Tarotuno. OH npeanoden 6bl BbbKAATb,
COBEPLUEHHO HMYero He npeanpuHMMas U TeM caMbiM kak 6bl 6pocas Bbi30B cyabbe:
MyCTb HAaKOHeL, caMa CAeNaeT NepBbIi Luar.

Maiiop MaTTu C BEYHOW CBOEW [BYCMbIC/IEHHOMW Y/1bIBOYKOM NPOU3HEC:
— [Toxoxke, Ha 3TOT pa3 Mbl 40XAANCH!
MonkoBHUK PUnnMMope HUYEro He oTBeTMN. Toraa Maiop aobasun:

— Tenepb yXe MoKasanucb U ocTasbHble. MayT KOMOHHOWM Mo Tpoe, AaXke oTcroaa
BUAHO.

[MoNKOBHMK NMOCMOTPEN eMy B rNasa U Ha Kakoe-TO MrHOBEHWE UCMbITasn K MaVIOpy
MOYTUN YTO HEXHOCTb.

— Bbl roBopuTe, NosBUNUCL U Apyrue?



— [laxe oTcroaa BUMAHO, rOCNOAUH NMONKOBHUK. VX yXXe A0BOSIbHO MHOrO.

O6a MoAoLIM K OKHY M Ha NPOCMATPMBAEMOM TPEYrofibHUKE CEBEPHOMN PaBHUHBI
pa3rnaaeny ABMXKYLLMECS YEPHbIE 3MENKWU. He oaHY, KaK Ha paccBETE, a TPU; KOMOHHE
Yy)Ke3eMLIEB He 6bI/I0 BUAHO KOHLA.

BoiHa, BOMHa, noayman MOSIKOBHWUK, CTapasicb OTOrHaTb 3Ty MbIC/b, KaK Kakoe-
HMByab 3anpeTHoe xenaHve. CnoBa MaTTu BHOBb MpoByaunn B HEM Hafexay, U OHa
HarMosIHWMa ero Aylly BOCTOProOM.

B TakoM BOT CMSATEHWW YyBCTB MOSIKOBHWK W MOSIBUICS BAPYr B NapagHOM 3ane
nepeg BCEMW BbICTPOMBLUMMUCS 34ecb oduuepamMu (UCKoYeHWe COCTaBnsav Nullb
AEXYPHbIE Kapay/bHOW Cnyx6bl). Ha ¢oHe cnnTHoro nsaTHa ronybbix MyHAUPOB
BbIAENASINCb CBOEM 61€AHOCTbIO OTAENbHbIE NNLA, KOTOPbIE OH Y3HaBaN C TPYyAOM; tOHbIE
N 3penble — BCe rOBOPUAM €My OAHO, NMXOpago4yHO 6necrteBwwue rnasa >XagHo
TpeboBanu OT Hero oduUMaNbHOrO COODOLIEHMSI O HaABWUraloLIencs OMnacHOCTW.
BbITSIHYBLUMCb MO CTOMKE «CMUPHO», OoduLEepbl HE CBOAMAM C HEro B3rnsiAa, MOSIHOMOo
HaZexabl, YTO OXnaaHusa ux He 6yayT 06MaHyTbl.

B BoLapuBLLENCS TULIMHE BbINO CbILLHO MX B3BO/IHOBAHHOE AblXaHue. Y MoKOBHUK
MOHSAJI: OH NPOCTO 06513aH MM YTO-TO CKa3aTb. VIMEHHO B 3Ty MUHYTY OH MO4YyBCTBOBAJl,
KaK 1M OBJlafIeBaeT Kakoe-TO HOBOE, HeyAepXXMMOoe YyBCTBO. K CBOeMy yaAMBNEHUIO, CaM
He 3Has noyemy, dunuMope BAPYr YTBEPAUICS B MbIC/IW, YTO 3TN Yy)KE3EMLIbI U B CAMOM
[iene Bparv, BO3HAaMEPMBLUMECS HapyWwWTb rpaHvly. OH AeNCTBUTENbHO He MOHMMAT,
KaK TaKoe MOr/10 C HAM C/TyUYUTbCsl: BeAb BCEro MUHYTY Ha3ad OH 6blsl elle B COCTOSIHUM
NepecunnTb UCKYLLEHME U He BepUTb B 3T0. OH YyBCTBOBAJ1, Kak eMy nepeaaeTcs oblee
HACTPOEHWe, 1 Bbl1 TOTOB OTOPOCUTL BCAKYH) OCTOPOXHOCTb M 3aroBopuTb. «locrnoaa
oduLepbl, — CKaXXET OH UM Ccenyac, — BOT HAKOHEL, WU HACTYNWn 4Yac, KOTOPOro Mbl
AOXMWAANNCb MHOTO NIET». 3TO UMM YTO-TO B TOM XKE POAE CKAXKET OH UM, a ocdmuepbl C
6naroaapHOCTbIO BOCMPUMYT €ro ClioBa Kak 651aroc/ioBeHMe Ha paTHbI NOABUT.

OH yXe cobupancs HayaTb CBOK peyb, HO B TalHMKax €ro AyLln BCe elle YTO-TO
NPOTUBUNIOCh. «3TO HEBO3MOXHO, MOSIKOBHUK, — FOBOPW/ €My BHYTPEHHUM ronoc, —
OCTaHOBMCb, MOKa He MO3A4HO, TYT Kakas-To OwmMbKa (CMLWKOM BCE 3aMaH4YMBO, YTOObI
6bITb NPaBAoN), 6yaAb OCTOPOXEH, MOTOMY YTO OHA MOXET OKa3aTbCs POKOBOM».

N 3TOT BpaXkaebHbIV roN0C NWLLb YCUIMBaN TPEBOrY.

HakoHel, OH caenan lar Bnepea, BCKUHYN rofioBy, Kak 06blYHO, KOrAa HauyuHan
roBOpUTb, U oduLEPbI YBUAENN, YTO NIMLO Yy HEro BAPYr MOKPAcHEeno, Aa, rocroavH
NOJIKOBHUK MOKPACHEs, Kak pebeHOK, MOTOMY YTO eMy MPEeACTOsNo Cenyvac OTKpPbITb
TallHyl0 MeYTy BCEWl CBOEW XXM3HWU, MeYTy, KOTOPYHO OH TaK TLLATESIbHO CKpbiBas.

Ho eaBa MU0 ero MoKpbIIoCh HEXHbLIM AETCKUM PYMSIHLEM, a C Iy6 yxe roToBo
6bI10 COpBaTbLCA MEPBOE C/I0BO, KaK BpaXKAeOHbI rofoc BHOBb MOAHSINCA M3 FYOUHbI
aywn, n ®dunnuMope Ha MrHOBEHME 3aMellkancsd. WM TyT OH ycC/blWwan YbW-TO
CTpEMUTENbHbIE LWAark Ha NecTHUUe, BeayLlen B 3an. HUKTO 13 oduLepos, Hanps>keHHO
CNeamBLUMX 3@ CBOMM KOMaHAMPOM, HMYEro He 3aMeTus, HO 3a Aonrue rofbl CiyxXoObl
cnyx ®dunumope Ao Toro 060CTpUCS, YTO OH MOP pacro3HaTb /060N, Aaxe CaMbli
cnabbiin ronoc ceoel Kpenoctu.

llarm npubnmxanucb, 3TO ObINO HECOMHEHHO, W MNPUTOM C HeobblYanHOM
TOPOMIMBOCTLIO. B HUX YyaMNOCh YTO-TO YyXO€e U 3/10BeLee, YTO-TO HauallbCTBEHHOE;
HaBepHsIKa OHN MMENN HenocpeACTBEHHOE OTHOLLUEHWE K TOMY, YTO MPOUCXOAMNO Ha
paBHUHe. Tenepb UX yXxe cblwanu u apyrme odbuuepsl, 1 3BYK 3TOT, OHWU U CaMu He
3HanM no4yemy, 6e3xanocTHO paHun Aywy. HakoHew OTKpblfiack ABepb, M Ha Mmopore
MOSIBUNCS 3anbIXaBLUMIACS, BECb B Mbl/IM HE3HAKOMBbIN AparyHCKUin oduep.



OH oTAan 4ecTb U OTPEKOMEHAOBAJICA:

— JleiiTeHaHT depHaHaec U3 ceabMOoro AparyHckoro. [1octaBui BaM MakeT OT ero
NPEBOCXOAUTENBCTBA HaYallbHUKA FreHepanbHOro wraba.

3 dheKTHO AepXKa KMBEP HA COrHYTOMN NIEBOW pyKe, OH NPUBAN3NACS K MONTKOBHUKY
1 NPOTSHYN €My 3arneyaTaHHyto aAenelly. GunmnMope noxasn roHuy pyky.

— Bnaroaapto Bac, NelTeHaHT, — cka3an oH. — Cyas no BCceMy, Bbl OY€Hb CrELnN.
Celyac Bac NpPoOBOAAT, BaM HAaZl0 HEMHOIO OCBEXMUTbLCS.

HuueM He BblaaB CBOEro 6ecroKOMCTBA, MOJIKOBHMK 3HAKOM MOAO3Bas MepBOro
NOMaBLLErocs €My Ha rnasa neiteHaHTa — CaHTV — 1 NOPYYnUn roHua ero 3aboram. O6a
oduLepa BbILIN, U ABEPb 3@ HUMK 3aKpbliach.

— C BalLero no3BosieHus... — npomsHec Gunmumope co cnabor ynblbkon 1 noMaxan
KOHBEPTOM, AiaBasi NMOHSATb, YTO HAMEPEH MPOYUTaTb NOCIAHME TOTYaC Xe.

OH OCTOPOXHO OTAENWUN NanbLaMKU NeyaTn, 0TopBas Kpal KOHBEPTA U U3BNEK U3
HEro UCMMCaHHBIN C 06enx CTOPOH M CIOXKEHHbIN BABOE NUCT ByMaru. Moka oH uuTan,
oduLEepbI HE CNYyCKanu C HEro rnas, HaZlesacb YTo-HMOYAb YraaaTb Mo BbIPAXXEHMIO NnLA.
Ho He TyT-TO 6bIn0. BuA y NOMKOBHMKA Obln TaKoW, CNOBHO OH, CMAS NOCTE YXXMHA
AONMM 3UMHUM BEYEPOM Y KaMMHa, MPOCMaTpuBan raseTy. BoT TONbKO pyMsiHEL, COLLEN
C XyAOLLaBoro nvua.

OKOHYMB YTEHWNE, MOSIKOBHMK BHOBb C/TOXW/T JIMCTOK, CyHY/1 €ro B KOHBEPT, KOHBEPT
OrMyCTWN B KAPMaH M BCKMHY FONoBY, Tpebys BHMMaHMs. Bce nodyBCcTBOBanM, YTo Yapsl,
B MNJIEHY KOTOPbIX OHM 6bIIM, BAPYT PaCCesNCh.

— locnopa odumuepbl, — ckasan NOSKOBHUK 4vepe3 cuny. — CerogHs yTpoMm cpeam
conpaaT, ecnv He olwmnbatoch, 6bIN10 3aMETHO HEKOTOPOE BOJTHEHWUE, Aa U Cpeau Bac, eCiu
He owwnbalocb, TOXe — B CBSI3U C MOSIBNIEHMEM JNOAEN B TaK Ha3biBaeMon TaTapcKou
NyCTbIHE.

Ero cnoea c TpyaoOM NpeofonieBanu CTeHy MoMYaHus. Bbifo ChbilWHO, Kak no 3any
HOCMTCS MyXa.

— Peub ngert... — npoaomkan NoAKOBHUK, — peyb MAET O BOMHCKUX NOAPA3AeNeHusxX
CEBEPHOro rocyapcTaa, KOTOPbIM NOPYYEHO pa3MeTUTb MOrPaHUYHYIO JIMHWIO, KaK 3TO
caenanu u Mbl MHOrO NeT Hasad. MMo3ToMy OHM He nogonayT k Kpenoctu, a, ckopee
BCEro, pasbuvBlIMCb Ha Hebonblune oTpaabl, NoAHMMYTCS B ropbl. O YeM n cooblaeT
MHE B MUCbMe ero NPeBOCXOAUTENLCTBO HaYalbHUK reHepanbHOro wraba.

oBopS 3To, dunumope ncnyckan NPOAOIHKUTENBHbIE B30XM,
CBUAETENbCTBOBABLUME HE O HETEepPrneHuM Wan CTpajaHuM, a MNpoCTO O CTapocTy;
Ka3anocb, AaXe rosioc Y Hero BAPYr NocTapes, TaknM OH CTan ryxXmMM U HaATPECHYTbIM,
a rnasa NoaepHyIMCb MyTHOW XXENTOBATOMN MJIEHKOMN.

[a, nonkoBHMK ®umMMope C caMoro Hadana 4yBCTBOBasl, YTo Tak n byaeT. YTo aT0
He Bpar — eMy 6bIf10 COBEPLUEHHO SICHO: KOHEYHO XXe, OH He CO3AaH AN ClaBbl, B YeM
MMen BO3MOXKHOCTb Y6eanTbCsl BCSKMIA pa3, Koraa NoaAaBancs riynbiM uanio3unam. Hy
noyeMy, SIpOCTHO CrpalumBan oH cebsi, noyemy Tbl ONSATb Mo3Bonuna cebsi 0bMaHyTb?
Beab ¢ caMoro Hayana 4yBCTBOBasl, YTO BCE KOHUYMTCS MMEHHO Tak!

— Bam n3BecTHO, — Npoao/mkan OH HapounTo 6e3pasnnyHbIM TOHOM, CTapasicb He
BblAaTb BCEM HAKOMUBLLEWCS B Aylle ropeyu, — YTO MorpaHuYHble CTonbbl U Apyrue
[leMapKaLUMOHHble 3HaKK Bbl/in YCTaHOBMNEHbI HAMM MHOrO NIeT Ha3aa. Ho, kak coobwaeT
€ro NpeBOCXOAUTENBLCTBO, OCTAsNIC OAMH HEpa3MeYeHHbIM y4acTok. [na 3aBepLueHus
3TON paboTbl HAa MECTO OTNPaBUTCS NoApasAeneHne nog KOMaHAOBaHMEM KanuTaHa U
OOHOro 13 Mnaawmnx onLEpoB. YHaCcTOK HAXOAUTCA B ropax, TaM, rae TSHYTCS ABe U
Tpu NapannenbHble rpagbl. HeT Hyxabl 406aBnsTb, Kak 66110 6bl XOpoLlo, ecnm 6bl Mbl



CMOIIN NPOABUHYTLCS MOMY6XKe 1 OCTaBUTb CEBEPHBIN CKJIOH 3a CO60i. [leNno He B TOM,
YTO OH TaK Y>X Ba)KEH B CTPATErMYeCKOM OTHOLUEHWUM, HAAEOCh, Bbl MOHMMAETE, YTO TaM,
HaBepXy, HWKaKMe BOEHHble AENCTBUS HEBO3MOXHbI, Aa W AN MaHEBPOB MECTO
Henoaxoasee... — MoNKOBHMK HEMHOrO MOMOMYas, O YEM-TO 3aAyMaBLUMCb, MOTOM
aobasun: — [a, Anst MaHEBPOB... TaK Ha YEM s OCTAHOBUCA?

— Bbl cka3anu, 4To HY>KHO MPOABMHYTLCS Kak MOXHO rNybxe, — noackasasn Mavop
MaTTK C NOAO3PUTENbHOM MOCMELIHOCTbLIO.

— Ax na, 9 cKasan, yYTo HaM cneaoBano 6bl MPOABUHYTLCA Kak MOXHO rnybxe. K
COXKaneHuto, Aeno 3TO HeNerkoe: CEBEpsiIHE Hac onepeaunn. U Bce xe... Hy aa naaHo,
06 3TOM MOTOM, — CKa3an OH, rsAAa Ha NoANONKOBHUKA Hukonosu.

MONKOBHUK YMOJIK, ClIOBHO peyb 3Ta ero ytomuna. OT ero BHUMaHus He YKpbIoCh,
YTO, MOKA OH rOBOPWSI, Ha /iMLA 0DULIEPOB NErfia TEHb pa304apoBaHUs, NPSIMO Ha rnasax
OHM U3 pPBYIUMXCS B 6OM repoeB NPeBpaTUINCh B HUYEM HE TMNPUMEYATENbHbIX
FApPHU30HHBIX CNY>XWBbIX. Hy HUYEro, aymMan MOKOBHWUK, OHU MOJOAbl, Y HUX €elle Bce
Brepeau.

— Tak, — npoao/mkan NoMKOBHMK, — @ TeMepb , K OrOpYEHUI0 CBOEMY, AOSKEH
MHOTMMM M3 Bac cfenaTh 3aMeuyaHne. MHe HeOQHOKPATHO AOBOAWMNOCH BUAETh, Kak BO
BPEMSI CMEHbI Kapay/ia HEKOTOpbIE B3BOAbI SABNSAIOTCA Ha MOCTpoeHue 6e3 KoMaHampa.
BeposiTHO, 3TK oduLUEepbl NoMarakoT, YTO MM MO3BOSIEHO ONAa3AbIBaTh...

Myxa netana no 3any, dnar Ha Kpbiwe ¢opTa NOBUC, KaK TPANKa, MOSKOBHUK
roBOpMN O AWUCUMIJIMHE M YCTaBe, MO CEBEPHOM paBHUHE ABWUrasMCb BOOPYXKEHHbIE
Noan, HO 3TO 6bIN He XaxayLwmin 605 Bpar, a Takue xe 6e306uaHble conaathl, Kak OHM
CaMu, M LM OHN He Ha CMEepTenbHYyK CXBaTKy, @ AN OCyLeCTBNeHUs 6aHanbHOM
Ka[acTpOBOW onepaumu; UX BUHTOBKWU ObiM He 3apshkeHbl, Manawu He HaTouyeHbl. C
ceBepa Ha tor Mo nycTblHe ABWranocb BrnosnHe 6e3onacHoe nopobue BoWCKa, a B
Kpenoctu cHoBa BoLapwiacb NOBCeAHEBHAs pyTUHA.

XV

OTpsf, NONYyYMBLUMIA 3adaHve pa3MeTMTb FpaHULy Ha Yy4yacTke, OCTaBaBLUEMCS
OTKpPbITbIM, BbllieNn M3 KpenocTM Ha paccBeTe creaytowero aHs. KomaHgosan uM
3[10POBEHHbIM KanuTaH MOHTW, B MOMOLWb KOTOPOMY Obinv MNpuAaHbl NeWTeHaHT
AHIyCTVMHa M OAMH U3 CTapLUMX CEP)KaHTOB.

KaxkaoMy coobimnmn naponb Ha 3TOT M Ha 4eTblpe creayowmx AHs. Bpsa nuw,
KOHEYHO, OHW MOr/IM MOrnbHYTb BCE Pa3OM, HO Ha BCAKUWA Crly4aln OAHOMY W3
CcTapocnyxawmx 6bl10  AaHO  yKasaHue pacCTerHyTb MyHAuMp normbwero  wnwm
noTepsiBLUEr0 CO3HaHWE KOMaHAMpa, CyHYTb PYKYy BO BHYTPEHHWI KapMaH M BbIHYTb
3aneyvyaTaHHbIA Cypry4yoM nakeT, B KOTOPOM HaxoAuCs IMCTOK C MApOosieM, CITYXXMBLUMM
nNponyckom B KpenocTb.

Boopy»XeHHbI OTpAA M3 YeTblpex AECATKOB 4YenioBeK Bbllwen u3 Kpenoctn Ha
CEBEPHYI0 CTOPOHY, KOrAa M3-3a rOpU3OHTa TONbKO-TOMBbKO MOKas3anocb cosHue. Y
KanutaHa MOHTM Obinn TsXKenble, NoadbuTble Wwunamm G0TUHKM Takue Xe, Kak U Y
congaT. OanH TONbKO AHryCTMHa LIen B camnorax, M KanuTaH nepes BbIXOAOM M3
KpenocTn nocMoTpen Ha HWUX C MpeyBeMYEHHbIM WHTEPECOM, HWYEro, OAHAKO, He
CKa3aB.

Mpoiias BHM3 MO rasieyHnKy METPOB CTO, CBEPHY/M HAMpaBO M, BOnbllUe yXe He
CryCKasiCb, ABUHYNIUCb K FOPSIOBUHE Y3KOrO CKA/IMCTOrO YLLENbS, YXOAMBLUErO B rNybb
rop.

MpuMepHO Yepe3 nonyaca KanutaH 3aMeTun:

— B 3TUX BOT... — OH yKa3asn Ha canory AHryCTVHbI, — BaM Tyro npuaeTcs.



AHrycTuHa npomMonyarn.

— MHe 6bl He XOTeNnoCb 3aAepXKMBATbCAl, — CNYCTS HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi BHOBb
3aroBOPW/T KanuTaH. — A B HUX Bbl HAMYYaeTeCb, BOT YBUAUTE.

Ha yTo AHryctuHa Bo3pasun:

— Tenepb y>ke No34HO, rOCMOAMH KanuTaH, eCc/in YXK Ha TO MOLLIO, Bbl MOMn 6bl
CKasaTb MHe 06 3TOM paHbLLE.

— F'oBOpU He roBOpU, — BO3pasui MOHTW, — Bbl BCE PaBHO Bbl MX HaZleNn, 51 e Bac
3Halo.

MOHTY TeprneTb He MOr NenTeHaHTa. CKaXuTe, Kakow ropapli! Hy Hu4Yero, ckopo Tbl
Y MEHS XBaTULLb NNXa, AiyMan OH W MOArOHAN OTPsiA AaXKe Ha CaMblX TPYAHbIX yYacTkax,
XOTS €My 6blI0 M3BECTHO, YTO AHIYCTMHA He OT/IMYAETCS KPEMKMUM 340poBbeM. Mexay
TEM OHU YXXe A06panmcb A0 OCHOBaHMSI OTBECHbIX CKIIOHOB. LLle6eHb 34ech 6bl1 MENbYE,
HOMN BSI3/IM B HEM, U BbITAaCKMBATb MX CTAHOBW/IOCh BCe TPyAHee. KanuTaH ckasan:

— OBbIYHO M3 3TOrO YLIenbs AyeT afckui BeTep... Ho ceroaHs, cnaea bory, 3aech
TUXO.

JleiTeHaHT AHIryCTUHA HUYEro He OTBETUJ.

— XOpOLLO eLe, YTO CosHUa HeT, — CHoBa nogan ronoc MoHTu. — [la, cerogHs Hawm,
MOXXHO CKa3aTb, NOBe3/10.

— A Bbl pa3Be yxe 6blBanu B 3TUX MECTax? — Cnpocu/l AHIyCTUHa.
— OauH pas, Koraa Mbl NIOBUNK AE3Ep...

OH He OKOHuYMN dpasy, Tak KaK C BEPXYLUKMA HABWUCABLUEN HaZl HUMU CEPOM CTEHDI
AOHeccs WyM obBana. KaMHK, C cumoi yaapsisicb O CKasbl, PUKOLIETUPYS M NOAHMMASN
obnayka nblnu, ¢ 6eLeHoN CKOPOCTbIO HEC/IUCb BHIU3, B MPONacTb. MPOMONoA06HbIN ryn
KaTUNCS OT CTEHbI K CTEHE. HeoXuaaHHbIii 06Ban Npoao/HKancs HECKONIbKO MUHYT, HO
BCKOpPE, TaK M He [AOCTUrHyB AHA ryb6oKMX KaHbOHOB, KaMHemnaa npekpaTwuics; Ao
rasie4yHvKa, rae OHM OCTaHOBMWJIUCb, AOKATUMNOCh NINLLb ABA-TPY KaMeLlKa.

Bce npumonknu: B rpoxoTe o6Bana OLWYLIANOCb MNPUCYTCTBME  KAKOW-TO
BpaXkaebHOW cunbl. MOHTU BpoCKn Ha AHIYCTUHY B3r/isi4, B KOTOPOM CKBO3W BbI30B. OH
PaCCUMTBIBAs, YTO NEWTEHAHT UCNYraeTcs, HO owmMbCs. 3aTo 6bII0 3aMETHO, UTO Aaxe
nocne Takoro KOpOTKOro repexofa AHrycTMHa BeCb B3MOK; €ro afieraHTHas ¢opma
U3MSANack.

CkaxxuTe, ropabli Kakoi, onsiTb nogyman MoHTM. YTO >, MOCMOTPUM, YTO Thl
3anoelb notoM. OH cpa3y MoBen rpynny Aanblie, 3acTaBnss conaaT ABUraTbCa BCe
6biICTpEe W BpeMS OT BPEMEHW MOorNnsabiBasi Has3ad, Ha AHryctuHy. [a, Kak OH
npeanonaran U Hagessncs, canory Hayanu HaTMpaTb NEMTEHaHTY Horu. He To 4ToGbI
AHrycTvMHa c6aBun TEMMN UM Ha NMLE ero 6biIN HanMcaHbl MykU. HeT, 3To 6b1710 3aMETHO
MO TOMY, KaK OH CTynaJi, 1 MO BblpaXXEHUIO CypOBOM PELLUMMOCTM Ha €ro JNLE.

— KaxeTcs, 9 Mor 6bl natM 6e3 nepeabilku XOTb WeCTb YacoB. Ecnn 6bl He
congatbl... O4eHb yXX ceroHa HaM Be3eT, — C BUANMbIM 3/T0PaACTBOM NPOAOIHKAN rHyThb
CBOe KanuTaH. — Kak Bbl TaM, AHIyCTUHa?

— [pocTute, KanuUTaH, — OTKIIMKHYJICA TOT, — Bbl YTO-TO CKa3ann?

— Huuero, — otBeTMN MOHTM C HeaobpoK ynbibkon. — S cnpocun, Kak y Bac Aena.

— A, ga, cnacmbo, — yKIOHYMBO OTBETUN AHIyCTMHa WM nocne naysbl, CTapasiCb
CKpPbITb, YTO Ha KPYTU3HE AblXaHWe y Hero cpbiBaeTcs, fobasnn: — XKanb TONbKO...

— Yt10?... — cnpocun MOHTM, HadesiCb ycC/blwaTb OT JNEWTEeHaHTa Xanoby Ha
yCTanocTb.



— Xanb, 4TO Henb3sa NpUXoAUTb Ctoda novalle, MecTa 34eCb OYeHb KpacuBble, —
cKasan ToT M Mo 06bIKHOBEHWNIO OTCTPAHEHHO Y bIOHYNCS.

MOHTK elle yckopwun war. Ho AHryCTMHa He OTCTaBan; nuuo ero nobnegHeno ot
YCTanocTu, u3-noa ypaxky no Nuly CTeKanu CTPyMKW MoTa, a M Ha CrMHE TKaHb
MyHAMpPa MOTEMHesa, HO OH He XXanoBacs, U AUCTaHUNA MeXAY HUM U KanuTaHOM He
yBenuymeanach.

OTpsia yxe npoasuranca cpeau ckan. Co BCeX CTOPOH B3AblManuCh CTpalUHble
cepble CTeHbl, Ka3anoch, ylenbe TAHETCS Kya-TO Ha HEBEPOSTHYHO BbICOTY.

MocneaHve MpuM3HAKM  3HAKOMOro  neisaxa  uMcyesnu, YCTYNMB  MEecCTo
6€3)KM3HEHHOMY YHbIHMIO rop. O4YapoBaHHbLIN 3TUM 3penuLLEM, AHIYCTMHA TO U AENO
yCTpeMnsan B3rnsig BBEpX, Ha rpebHun, HaBMCaBLUME HaZ HUMWN.

— MpuBan caenaem Nono3xe, — cka3an MoHTK, He CryCKaBLLUMK C Hero rnas. — [oka
S He BWXXY mnoaxoasiiero Mecta. lNpu3HanTecb OTKPOBEHHO, Bbl BeAb YCTanu, npaBaa?
HekoTopbIM 34eck 6biBaeT He no cebe. KoHeYHO, HaM HenpeaBUAEHHbIE 3aAEPXKM HU K
yeMy, HO NydLle cKa3aTb Cpasy.

— Mownun, nownn, — oTBETUN AHIYCTMHA TaKUM TOHOM, C/IOBHO CTapLUUM 3AeCb 6bin
OH.

— 4 nouyemy rosopto? [1OTOMYy 4YTO KaxaoOMy MOXeT ObiTb He no cebe. Tonbko
Nno3TOMY...

AHryctuHa 6bin 6negeH, u3-noa ypaxkyn CTekanu pyyYyerku nota, MyHaup 6bin —
XOTb BbPKMMaW. HO nemTeHaHT CTUCHYN 3y6bl M Kpenwuncs: ckopee Obl OH yMep, YeM
cnacoBan. HesaMeTHO ANns KanuTaHa OH AEWCTBMTENbHO MOrnsiAbiBan BBEPX, CTapasiCh
yragaTb, KOrga HacTynuT KOHeL, My4nUTeNIbHOMY NoabeMy.

ConHue CTosiNo yXe BbICOKO M OCBELLANo caMble AasbHWE MUKK, HO CBET 3TOT He
Obl/T UNCTBIM M APKUM, KaK OBbIMHO B TUXME OCeHHMe yTpa. o Heby MeaneHHo wu
paBHOMEPHO pacnon3asnacb Kakas-To CTPaHHas, 3/10BeLas AblMKa.

[la elle v canory ctanu NpUYMHATbL aAackyto 60/b, 0COBEHHO B MoAbEME; CyAs MO
MyYMTENTbHOMY XOKEHMIO, KOXKa, HAaBEPHO, Bbina yxxe CTepTa B KPOBb.

BHe3anHo ocbinb KOHYMMACh, U YLLENbE YNEPSIOCh B HEBOMbLLYIO, MOPOCLLYHO Yax/lom
TPaBKOW NONSIHY Yy Kpasi LMpka, 06pa3oBaHHOrO OTBECHbIMM ckanaMu. Co BCEX CTOPOH
€ro 06CTynany BbICOYEHHbIE CTEHbI, UCMELLPEHHBbIE CMOXHBLIMKA Y30paMi BbICTYMOB M
TPELUMH.

KanutaH MOHTU HEOXOTHO, MpaBaad, HO BCE XKE pacrnopsiawncs caenaTtb npuean,
YTOBbI NEPEKYCUTb. AHIYCTMHA YMHHO CeNl Ha 6OMbLUIOK KaMeHb, XOTSl BECb ApoXasn OT
BETPa, NEAEHMBLLEr0 ero noTHoe Teno. OHW MOAENUNM C KanuTaHoM NTIOMOTb Xneba,
HEMHOI0 BETUMHbI U Cbipa, BYThIIKY BUHA.

AHrycTuHe 6b1710 X0NI0AHO, OH MOrNsAAbIBAN HA KanuTaHa M CONAAT B HaAeX/ae, YTo
KTO-HMOYAb U3 HMX pa3BEPHET CKATAHHYIO LUMHENb, U TOrAa OH CMOXET Moc/ieaoBaThb
ero npumepy. Ho conpaThl, Ka3anocb, COBEPLUEHHO HE 4yBCTBOBaNM Xonoda W
NepeKknbIBannCh WYTKaMU; KanuTaH e XaJlHo, C YA0BO/IbCTBUEM, BPEMSI OT BPEMEHM
6pocas B3rnsa Ha B3AbIOGUBLLYIOCS Had HUMU KPYTYHO ropy.

— Tenepb, — 06bSABUIT OH, — S 3HAIO, FAE HaM NyuLle NOAHUMATLCS, — U MoKa3an Ha
OTBECHYIO CTEHKY, 3@ KOTOPOM Cpa3y HauMHanCcs CrnopHbIN yyacTok. — Hago aBuratbes
npsaMo Tyaa. MpuaeTcs noaHaxaTtb, a, TEUTEHAHT?

AHryCTMHa B3rNsiHyN Ha CTeHKy. YTobbl A06paTbCs A0 MOrpaHMYHOro rpebHs,
[EeNCTBUTENBHO Haao 6bl10 BCKapabKaTbCsl MO CTEHKE WK XKe MOomnbITaTbCs 060MTN ropy
yepe3 Kakon-HMbyab nepeBan. Ho Ha 3To noTpeboBanock 6bl ropaso 6osblle BpeMeHH,
a UM CNlegoBano TOpoNUTbC: ceBepsiHe 6binn B 6onee BbIroAHbIX YCNOBUSX, TakK Kak



LUIN C ONEPEXEHNEM, N K TOMY XeE C UX CTOPOHbI NMyTb BbiN 3HaUMTENbHO Nerye. [a, He
NUHaye, CTeHKy npuaetcs 6paTb B N06.

— Typa? — cnpocun AHryCTUHA, pasrnagbiBasi 06pbIBUCTbIE CK/IOHbI, U 3aMETWJ, YTO
COTHEWN METPOB NeBee NoAHMMaTbCs ByaeT ropasao nerye.

— Tyaa, NpsSMUKOM, — NOATBEPAWI KanuTaH. — A Bbl Kak cuuTaeTe?

— MaBHOE — NpPUITU NEepBbIMK, — CKa3an AHryCTUHa. KanuTtaH rnisHyn Ha Hero ¢
HEMPUSA3HbIO.

— XOpoLwo, — Cka3an OH. — A Tenepb NEPEKUHEMCS B KapTULLIKK.

OH BbITalLMN U3 KapMaHa Kooy, pa3ocTian Ha MI0CKOM KaMHe CBOI LUMHENb U,
npurnawas AHrycTuUHy, cKasan:

— A, 3T Tyuun. Bbl BOT BCe Ha HMX NOrnsabiBaeTe, HO He 6eCNoKOMTECh, OHM Noroay
He ucnopTsT... — U paccMesncs, 6yaTo nspek YTo-To Heobbl4alHO OCTPOYMHOE.

CTanu urpaTb. AHIYCTMHA YyBCTBOBASI, YTO MPOCTO KOYEHEeeT Ha BeTpy. KanutaH
YCTPOUIICA MEXAY ABYMS 60/bLUMMM KaMHAIMM, CNY>XUBLLIMMU €MY YKPbITUEM, AHIYCTUHE
Xe BeTep 6un NpsaMo B CrnHy. Tenepb YXX TOYHO 3aboneto, AyMan OH.

— Hy 410 ke Bbl, 4aTb TAaKOro Maxy! — gaxxe He 3akpuyan, a 3asonun BApyr MOHTU. —
YepT nobepwu, 3a 300pOBO XKMBELWb NOACTaBUTb MHe Ty3a! [la rae ke Balla ronosa,
A0POroN nerMTeHaHT? Bbl Bce CMOTpUTE MO BEpXaM, @ B KapTbl M He 3arnsiabliBacTe.

— HeT-HeT, — oTBeTMN AHrycTuHa, — 9 npocto owwnbca! — U BblgaBun mn3 cebs
CMELLIOK.

— A npusHamnTecb, — ckaszan MoOHTU C NO6eAOHOCHBIM BUIOM, — MPU3HAUTECh, 3TU
LUTYKM 30POBO Bac AOHMMALOT. KNsHyCb, S TaK 1 3Har.

— Kakue wrtykun?

— [a Bawwu pacnpekpacHble canorn. OHM He ANs Takux NepexonoB, A0POrou
nenTeHaHT. Cka)kute npasay — BaM Beflb 60/1bHO?

— [la, OHM TNPUUMHAIOT MHE Heyaob6CTBO, — MNPEHEBPEXUTENIbHO OTO3BasICs
AHrycTMHa, NoOKasbiBasi, YTO €My HEnpusiTEH 3TOT pasroBop. — OHM AENCTBUTENbHO
[OCTaBNSOT MHE HEKOTOpoe 6eCcroKoCTBO.

— Xa-xa-xa! — paccMesancs A0BOSbHbIM KanuTaH. — A e roBopun! B Takux canorax
Nno OCbINN He HaxoauLbcs!

— Kopornb nuk, — xonoaHo npepsan ero AHryctuHa. — llpouy Bac.
— AX Aa, OOMH MOMEHT, — BECeN0 OTK/IMKHYNCA KanuTaH. — A canorun-to, canoru!

Canorn AHIYCTMHbI M BMpsiMb 6blIM HEMOAXOASLEN 06YBblO ANS NasaHbs MO
OTBECHbIM ckanaM. MoAMETKM BCe BPEMSI CKOMb3WMM, TOrAa Kak LUMMbl HA TsHKENbIX
60TUHKaX KanuMTaHa MOHTU K conaaT NPOYHO LIENNISNIUCD 3@ BbICTYNbl. Ho AHrycTuHa Bce
PaBHO He OTCTaBa/: C YABOEHHbLIM YNOPCTBOM, HECMOTPS Ha YCTaNlOCTb M 3aCTblBalOLLMIA
Ha NefiIiHOM BETPY MOT, OH YXUTPS/CS MATK B 3aTbINIOK KanuTaHy, 3abupasicb BCe BbiLLE
" BblLLE.

[opa okasanacb He TakoW TPYAHOAOCTYMHOM, KaK BbIrfsiAena CHU3Y, K TOMY Xe Ha
CKJIOHe 6bINI0 MOSIHO HOP, TPELUMH, HEBOMbLIMX OCbINEW M OTAENbHbIX LIEPOXOBaThIX
Ba/lyHOB, 3@ KOTOpble YA0OHO 6bin0 UennaTbcs. HeykoXmin kanuTaH kapabkancs u
npbiran ¢ TpyaoM, To 1 Aeno nornsabiBas BHU3 B HagexXae, YTo AHMYCTUHA COBCEM yXe
BblAOXCS. HO TOT AepXkancsi: C nopasvTesibHOM JTOBKOCTbIO HaxoAus OH YAOOHY K
MPOYHYIO OMOPY U CaM yaAMBAANCS, OTKyAa y Hero 6epyTcs cunbl kapabkaTbCs BBEPX TaK
6bICTpO.

Mo Mepe TOro Kak MponacTb NOA HUMWU CTAHOBMMACh FNy6Xe, rpebeHb ropbl ToXe
Kak 6yATO OTAANANCA: Ha MOACTYMNax K HEMY BbIpOC/a COBEPLUEHHO OTBECHASA XXENTas



CTeHa. A Beuyep HaaBWUrancs BCe CTPEMMUTENIbHEE, XOTS MIOTHbIM CIOM CepbiX Ty4 Hafg
rO/I0BOV He MO3BOJIAN OMNpPeaennTb, Kak CKOpO 3alaeT conHue. Bpo6aBok Hauvano
XonoaaTb. M3 OONMMHbI BbIPBANCS CepaAUTbI BETEP, U CMbIWHO 6bl10, KaK OH BOET B
TPELIMHAX.
— FocnoauH KanuTaH! — 3akpuyan BAPYr CHU3Y CEPXXaHT, 3aMbIKaBLUMI LIEMNOYKY.
MOHTW OCTaHOBMIICS. 3@ HUM — AHIYCTMHA, a NMOTOM W BCE CONAAThl, A0 NMOCNEAHErO.

— Hy yTo ewe? — cnpocun KanutaH, CTOBHO €ro OTopBanu OT Bor 3HaeT Kakux
Ba)KHbIX A€eN.

— A ceBepsiHe-TO yXe Ha rpebHe! — KpUKHy cepxkaHT.
— Tbl 4YTO, CNATMN? ['Ae Tbl X BUAULLL? — OTO3BasICd MOHTH.
— CneBa, BOH Ha TOW CEANOBMHE, YyTb JIEBEE YCTYNa, YTO TOPUUT ByATO HOC!

OH 6bin npa.. Tpy KpoLeYyHble YepHble UrypKkn YETKO BbIPUCOBBLIBANIUCH Ha OHE
ceporo Heba, v 661710 XOPOLO BMAHO, KakK OHM ABWXKYTCS. He npuxoannocb COMHeBaTbCA
B TOM, YTO OHW YX€ 3aHS/IN HKHUN y4acToK rpebHsa u, cyas No BCEMY, A0 BEPLUMHDI
nobepyTcsa nepebiMu.

— YepT nobepu! — KPUKHYN KanuTaH, CEPAUTO MOMNAAEB BHM3, Ha LIEMOYKY, Kak
6yaTo B 3TOM Heyaaye 6blIM MOBUMHHBLI conaaTbl. MOTOM 06epHyncs K AHFyCTUHE: —
BeplunHy B35iTb A0SKHbI Mbl, HUKAKOrO pa3roBopa 6biTb HE MOXET. He To — nyylue He
NOKa3bIBATbCSA HA rN1a3a NoJIKOBHUKY!

— Hapo wnx kak-To 3apepxaTb, — cka3an AHryctuHa. — OTTyda A0 BEpLUMHbI He
6onbLe yacy nytu. ECiv OHM He OCTaHOBATCS, Mbl MX HE OBrOHUM.

— MoxeT, nyyiwe MHe NOWTW Bnepea C YETBEPKON conpaTt, — OTBETWU/ KanuTaH. —
Hebonblwas rpynna cnpaeutcst 6bicTpee. A Bbl MOAHMMANTECL CMOKOWHO CNeAoM UK
XAUTe 30eCb, eCNn yCTanu.

BoT Ha 4TO paccuuTbiBaeT 3Ta CBOMOYbL, MNoAyMan AHrycTMHa, CaM Xo4yeTt
OT/INYUTBCA, @ MEHS OCTaBUTb 34ecCb. A BC/lyX CKasas:

- CJ'IYLLIa}OCb, rOCrnoAvH KanuTaH. Kak npukaxeTte. Ho g BCce e npeanovmtato uatm
Aanblie. U BOO6LLI,€, ecnm cnaetb 6e3 OBUXEHNA, MOXXHO 3aMEP3HYTb.

KanutaH Bblibpan 4eTBepbiX CaMblX NIOBKMX conaaTt, obpa3osaB CBOero poa
LUTYPMOBYIO rpynny, U ABUHYNCS Bnepea. AHMYCTUHA Xe NpUHSN Ha cebst KoMaHaoBaHmne
OCTaNnbHbIMK, HafesICb, YTO €My yaacTcs He OTCTaTb OT MOHTWU. HO TWETHO: Uenoyka,
HeCMOTpS Ha TO YTO BCe NpubaBunu wary, pacTsHynacb HaCTOMbKO, YTO AaXke KOHUa ee
He 6bls10 BUAHO.

Ha rnasax y AHryCTMHbl ManeHbKWM OTpSiA KanuTaHa CKPbIICA 3a CepbiMU
BbICTYNaMu ckanbl. Kakoe-To BpeMsl elle 6bl/1 CbIWEH LYyM ChINABLIENCS M3-MOJA HOr
webeHKM, a MOTOM M OH CMOJIK, TaK Xe, Kak rosoca, pacTBOpUBLLNECS BAANN.

Hebo mexay TeM coBceM noTeMHeno. OKpyXawwme KX CKanbl, NOTYCKHEBLUME
CTEHKM Ha NPOTMBOMOJIOXHOM CTOPOHE YLLENbs, AHO NPONAacTh — BCe NpUobpeno Kakow-
TO 3M10BEWMI NNNOBaTbIA OTTEHOK. Hebonblune BOPOHbI C pe3KMM KapKaHbeM neTanm
BAOMb pebpuCTbiX BbICTYMNOB: Kas3anoCb, OHW MpeaynpexgarT Apyr gpyra o
HaZBMratoLLENCs ONacHOCTM.

— locnoanH nenTeHaHT, — obpaTuncs K AHFyCTMHE CONnAaT, Weawun 3a HUM, —
celyac AoxAab NosnbeT.

AHrycTMHa OCTaHOBWJICSA, MOCMOTPEeN Ha Hero, HO Hu4yero He ckasasn. Carnoru
bonblie He Tep3anuM eMy HOruM, 3aTo Hadana ckasblBaTbCsl 6e3MepHasi ycTanocCTb.
Kaxxabln METp noabemMa AaBascsl NEUTEHAHTY C OFPOMHbIM TPyAOM. K cyacTbto, cKkarbl
Ha 3TOM y4acTke 6bln He TaKMMK KPYTbiIMU K 6onee mM3pe3aHHbIMKU, YEM Te, YTO OHU



y>xe npeoaonenu. MHTepecHo, Kak Aaneko yllen KanutaH, noayMan AHrycTuHa. MoxerT,
OH Y>e nobbiBan Ha BepLUMHE, BOTKHYN TaM (DNIaXkoK, MOCTaBWU MOrpaHUYHbIN 3HAK U
Tenepb BO3BpallaeTcs Ha3aa.

MocMOTpeB HaBepx, OH y6eauncs, YTo BepLUMHA He TaK YX U aaneko. BoT Tonbko
HesICHO 6bI/10, C KakoW CTOPOHbI K HEM MOACTYMUTLCS — OYEHb Y)K OTBECHOM W NafKow
6blna noanupaslLas ee CTeHKa.

HakoHeL, BbIAs Ha Y3KWI1, YCbiMaHHbIN WEeOHEM KapHW3, AHIyCTMHA OKasasncs B
HECKO/IbKMX METpax OT KanuTaHa MoHTW. ToT, B306paBLUMCb Ha M/EYM OAHOro M3
conaat, NbiTafCs OAOMETb CTEHKY BbICOTOM He 6onee AeCaTM METPOB, HO BbIrISIAEBLUYIO
COBEPLUEHHO HEMPUCTYMNHOW. Bblno o4eBMAHO, YTO MOHTM yXe [AaBHO U 6e3ycreLHo
NbITAETCS B3ATb 3TO NPENSATCTBME.

EnBa nepeBoasi AyX OT YCTanoCTW, KanuTaH BCTPETUA AHMYCTUHY 3/106HbIM
B3r/ISIA0M.

— Mornu 6bl NoaoXAaTb M BHU3Y, NNEATEHAHT, — CKa3an OH, — BCEM HaM 34eCb He
MPOWTK, XOPOLLIO €C/IM CyMEeto MOAHSTLCS TyAa S Aa elle ABoe conaaT. Bam 6bl nydwe
6b1710 XXAaTb HAC BHM3Y, CKOPO CTEMHEET, @ CMYCK B TEMHOTE — A€ESI0 HELLYTOYHOE.

— Ho Bbl camMu cka3anu, — 0TBETUN AHIYCTMHA COBEPLLEHHO XN1aAAHOKPOBHO, — YTOObI
1 MOCTyMNasn Nno CBOeMy YCMOTPEHMIO: NIMbO 0CTaBancs XxaaTb, MMbo cneaoBan 3a BaMu.

— JlagHo, — cka3an KanuTaH, — Tenepb HY)XKHO OTbICKaTb AOPOry: OT BEPLUMHbI Hac
OTAENSIIOT BCErO HECKO/bKO METPOB.

— Kak? BoH TaM ye 1 BepLunHa? — CNpPOCU/T IENTEHAHT C eABa Y/I0BUMOW MPOHUEN,
KOTOPOM KanuTaH, KOHEYHO e, He 3aMeTuJI.

— W pecatn MeTpoB He ByaeT, — KUMATMACA KanuTaH. — YepT nobepun, MHe N UX He
oponetb! Aa 1...

Ero npepsan 4en-TO AEp3KUMA TONOC CBEPXY; Hal KPAeM HEBbLICOKOW CTEHKM
NOKa3anucb [ABE roMoBbl.

— [obpbii Beuep! — KpUKHY, ynblibasicb, OAMH M3 HE3HAKOMUEB, NO-BUAUMOMY
oduuep. — Xouy npeaynpeanTb: 30eCb BaM HE NOAHATLCS, HY)KHO UATKU Mo XpebTy!
O6a 1cuesnu; Ao CTOSILLMX BHU3Y AOHOCKMIACh NULLb Hepa3bopumnBasi peyb YyKaKoB.

MOHTW no3eneHen OT 3/10CTU. 3HauuT, BCE KOHYEHO: CeBepsiHe 3axBaTuIn U
BepWwUHy. KanutaH, He obpallasi BHUMaHWS Ha NPOAOC/KABLUMX MOAXOAWUTb CHU3Y
conpar, onycTUnCcs Ha 06I0MOK CKarlbl, NEXABLUMIA Ha KapHU3e.

Bapyr noBanuna CHer — ryctol M TSXKENbI, COBCEM Kak 3MMOW. W KTo 6bl Mor
noayMaTh — 3@ HECKOJIbKO MUHYT LiebeHKa, MOKPbIBaBLUAsi KapHM3, CTasla COBCEM 6enon,
TOrAa Kak Bce OCTaslbHOe MOrpysniocb B TEMHOTY. HUKTO M npeactaBuTb cebe He Mor,
YTO HOYb HACTYNWUT TaK BHE3amnHo.

Conpatbl Kak HM B 4eM He 6biBano pa3BEPHYJIN CBOU CKATKN U YKPbIJTUCb LUMHENAMN.

— Bbl 4TO penaete, yepT Bac nobepu! — B3opBanCcsa KanutaH. — HemeaneHHo
CBEPHYTb WuHenu! Yk He cobupaeTecb N1 Bbl NPOTOpYaTb 34eCb BCHO HOYb? Byaem
HemMeaneHHO CnyCcKaTbCs.

— C Bawero no3BoJieHns], FOCNOANH KanuTaH, — BO3pa3us AHrycTuHa, — 4o Tex nop,
NMOKa T€ HaxoaAaTCA Ha BEPLUMHE...

— Y10-4TO? YTO BbI XOTUTE 3TUM CKa3aTb? — BCKUHYJICA KannTaH.

— [1o-MoeMy, Henb3s BO3BpallaTbCA Ha3ad, Noka ceBepsHe TaM, Ha BepwuHe. [a,

OHWM pobpanucb Tyaa NepBbiMM, U HaM 34eCb AeNnaTb YXe Heyero, HO Kak 3TO MOXeT
ObITb UCTONKOBAHO?!



KanutaH HMYero He OTBETWU U MWUHYTY-APYryl0 XOAWUN B3aA-Brepen Mo KapHU3y.
lNoToM ckazan:

— Tenepb 1 OHM HaBepHsika ybepyTcs OTClo4a, HA BEPLUMHE B TAKYLO Moroay eLue
Xy>Xe, YeM 34€ecChb.

— locnopga! — pa3gancs rosnoc ceepxy, M Haad KPOMKOM CTEHbl MOKAa3asocb YXe
yeTblpe MAM NATb ronos. — K yeMy Bce 3TW uepeMoHuKn, beputecb 3a BEpeBKU W
NnoAHMMAaNTEChb CloAa, B TaKyld TEMEHb MO KPYTOMY CK/IOHY BaM BCE paBHO He
cnyctutbea!

C 3TuMK cnoBamMmn OHM cOpOCUNM ABa TONCTLIX KaHaTa, YTObbl C MUX MOMOLLbIO OTPSAA
13 KpenocTtn Mor o4oneTb KOPOTKYHO CTEHKY.

— Cnacnbo, — a3BUTENIbHBIM TOHOM OTBETWN KanuTaH MoHTM. — Cnacnbo 3a
BHMMaHWeE, HO Mbl YXX Kak-HMbyab camu o cebe nozaboTnmcs!

— Hy, aeno Bawe! — KpUKHYyn cBepxy. — HO BepeBKM Mbl TYT OCTaBUM, KaK 3HaTb,
MOXXET, OHM BaM BCe-Taku NOHazobsTcs.

Hactynuno gonroe monyaHue. Jlvwb C TUXMM LLOPOXOM CbiMNas CHer a Bpems OT
BPEMEHN KTO-HMOYAb Kawnsn. BuauMocTn He 6bl0 MOYTM HMKAKOW: efBa-eaBa
NpoCMaTpMBasCs NOACBEYEHHbIN KpaCHOBATbIM CBETOM (POHapst Kpaw NoAgHMMaBLUencs
HaZ HUMWN CTEHKM.

Congatbl KpenocTu, HakKuHyB LUMHENKW, TOXE CTann 3axuraTb GoHapwu. MNogHecnun
¢oHapb 1 KanuTaHy.

— ['ocnoavH kanuTaH, — ycTano nNpousHec AHryCTUHa.

— Y70 ewe?

— ['oCnoanH KanuTaH, a He NMepeKnHYTLCS /I HaM B KapTULLKK?

— K absiBony Bawm KapTukm! — oTBETUN MOHTM, MPEKPACHO NMOHUMABLUWMI, YTO 3TON
HOYbIO UM OTCIOA@ YXKe He BblbpaTbhCs.

He roBopsi HM cnoBa, AHIyCTUHA BblHYN KOMOAY U3 CyMKWM KanuTaHa, AOBEPEHHON
OZHOMY M3 CONAAT, Pa30CT/iai Ha KaMHe Kpal CBOEW LUMHENW, MOCTaBuA psiAoM hoHapb
M CTan TacoBaTb KapThbl.

— [laBaiiTe cbirpaeM, rocnofmnH KanuTaH, Aa)e eC/n BaM He XOYEeTCS.

Tonbko Tenepb MOHTU MOHSAN, YTO MUMEN B BMAY NEWTEHAHT: B€Ab Ha HUX CMOTPAT
ceBepsiHE U elle HebOCb HaCMeXaroTCs; BbIXOAUT, Haao urpaTeb. Conaatbl YCTPOUIUCE Y
CaMOMN CTEHKM, B HEOONbLLION BrMaMHE, U C BECENbIM CMEXOM MPUHSNNCL 3a eay, a oba
oduuepa, cnasi Ha OTKPbITOM MecTe, NoA CHeroM, CTanu urpaTb B KapTbl. [103aam HuX
BO3BblLLIanacb OTBECHASA CTEHA, NOA HUMW YepHena nponacTb.

— Tak ero, BCyxylo, He AaBaTb eMy B3ATOK! — KpUKHYN KTO-TO CBEPXY HAaCMELLNBO.

Hn MOHTU, HM AHIYCTUHa HE NOAHANN roNnoBbl, Aenas Bua, 6yaATO O4YeHb YBeYeHbl.
Ho kanuTaH urpan HEOXOTHO, CO 3/10CTbi0 LWenas KapTamMuv no WWHenu. TweTHO
AHrycTuHa nbltancsa noasanopuTb ero:

— BoT 370 Aa, ABa Ty3a Noapsa... a 3Ta B3sSTKa MOsl... NpU3HanUTecb, TpedoBOro-To
Bbl MpOMOpranw...

BpeMa OT BpeMeHM OH Aaxe CMessicCd — W BbIXOAWIO 3TO Y HEro COBEpLUEHHO
€CTeCTBEHHO.

CBepxy A0 HUX CHOBa AOHEC/IUCb ronoca, 3aTeM TOMoT: AOMKHO ObiTb, ceBepsiHE
yxoaunu.

— Xenato ycnexa! — KpUKHyNn BCE TOT e rofoc. — YAayHoOM BaM WUrpbl... U He
3abyabTe Npo BepeBku!



Hu kanuTaH, HU AHrycTMHa He oTBeTUNM. OHWM MPOAO/KANM a3apTHO LWenaTb
KapTaMu, Kak 6yATO M He CriblLany 3TUX KPUKOB.

OT6neckn doHaps Ha BepluMHe noraciu. MNo-BMaMMoMy, ceBepsiHe AeNCTBUTENBHO
cobupanuch yxoamTb. Konoaa coBceM pa3byxna OT CHera, U TacoBaTb €e CTaHOBWJI0Cb
BCe TpyaHee.

— Hy xBaTuT, — CcKasan kanutaH, 6pocasi CBOM KapTbl HAa KaMeHb. — XBaTUT IOMaTb
KoMmeauto!

OH YCTpOMSICS NOA CKanok 1 NOMNJIOTHEE 3aBEPHYSICS B LIMHENb.

— ToHuW! — KpUKHYN OH. — MNpUHECK MHE MOM paHeL M HalauM HEMHOrO BOAbl — MUTb
XoyeTcs.

— OHM ewle BMAAT HAC, — CKasan AHryCcTuHa. — Buaat ¢ rpebHs!

Ho, noHsB, YTO MOHTK 3TMM HEe NpoVMeLLb, CTaN UrpaTb caM C cobon, Aenas BuA,
6yaTo napTus NpoAo/HKAETCS.

C rpOMKMMM BOCK/IML@QHUAMM, SIKOOblI OTHOCSILLMMUCS K Urpe, NEWTEHAHT B 1EBON
pYKe [Aepxkan KapTbl, @ NpaBoy «xoaun», 6pocas Ux Ha Kpan LUMHeNW, n bpan B3ATKW.
CKBO3b IyCTYIO 3aBECY CHera 4YyKe3eMLbl He MOr/iM, KOHEYHO, pa3rnsaaeTb CBEPXY, YTO
napTHepa Yy Hero Her.

Y>KacHbIli X004 NMPOHU3bIBaN ero. JIEMTEHaHTY Ka3anocb, YTO OH YXE HE CMOXET
HW COABUHYTBLCA C MECTa, HWU Aaxke neyb. Hukoraa B XnsHu eMy elle He 6bin10 Tak naoxo.
Ha rpebHe Konbixancs oTcBeT OHaps: YyXXaku SIBHO YAANSNNCb, HO €lle MOr/iM ero
BUAETb. (A 3a CTek/iamu YyfECHOrO OCOOHSIKA 0SIBU/IACh TOHEHbKAS (PUIYPKA: OH,
AHIyCTUHa, COBCEM Elle PEBEHOK, HEObbIYaNIHO OJIEAHBIM, B KPACUBOM OapXaTHOM
KOCTIOMYMKE C GE/IBIM KDYIKEBHbBIM BOPOTHUKOM. YCTa/IbIM KECTOM OH OTKDblI OKHO Y
HaK/IOHWIICS] K 3bIOKUM IPU3PaKamM, YLUEMIBLUMMCS 33 MOJOKOHHUK, C/IOBHO OH C HUMU B
APYIKECKUX OTHOLLIEHNSIX M XOYET UM YTO-TO CKA3artb.)

— be3 B3aTOK, 6e3 B3ATOK! — nonbITancs KpUKHYTb AHIFYCTMHA Tak, 4TObbl ero
YCIbILANN YyXXe3€eMLbl, HO FO/I0C Y Hero 6bin XpUnblii U Cnabbii.

YepT nobepu, 3TO yxke BTOPOK pas, rocrnognH KanuTaH!

3aKyTaBLIMCb B CBOK HAKMAKY U MeANleHHO 4TO-TO XXys, MOHTM BHMMaTenbHO
NpUrnsaabiBanca K AHFYCTMHE M YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3/10CTb €ro npowusa.

— JlagHo, XBaTUT, NAUTE B YKPbITUE, TEATEHAHT, CEBEPSIHE YXKe YLLnn!

— Bbl urpaete Kyaa nydwe MeHsi, rocnoguvH KanuTaH, — YMNOPHO NPOAOIKas
n306paxkatb Urpy AHryCTMHa, XOTS rosoca ero yxe noytn He 6b10 CablwHO. — Ho
CerofHsi Bbl YTO-TO He B hopme. NoyeMy Bbl BCE CMOTpUTE TyAa, Ha BepwunHy? OTKyaa
Takasi HepBO3HOCTbL?...

B CHeXHOM KpyroBepTM nanblbl NenTeHaHTa AHIYCTUHbI pas3Xanncb, U B
TpenewyweM ceete ¢doHaps 6bI10 BMAHO, KaK AepXaBllasi UX pyka 6e3XM3HeHHO
noBucna BAOMb WWWMHENU N U3 Hee BbiNasnu nocneaHne packuclume KapThbl.

MPUCNOHMBLUMCL CMWMHOW K KaMHIO, NEWTEHAHT MeANIEHHO 3arnpoKWMHY/ TOJIoBY;
CTpaHHas COHNIMBOCTb OBMafena UM. (A K OCOGHSIKY B JIYHHOM HOYM MPUOIIMKA/ICS 110
BO34yXy Ma/IEHbKMV KOPTEX. HOBbIX IPU3PAK0B, KOTOPbLIE HEC/TN a/IaHKIH.)

— JleiTeHaHT, nauTe cloaa, NepeKkycMTe HEMHOIO, Ha TaKOM X0JS104€ Hado eCTb, Hy,
cKopee, nepecunbTe cebsi! — Kpuyan KanuTaH; B rosoce ero 3a3By4vann TPeBOXHble
HOTKW. — auTe clofa, B YKpbITUE, CHErornaza y>e npekpaiiaeTcs.

M BepHO: NOYTM BHE3AMHO 3aBeCa CHEXHbIX X0MbEeB CAenanacb MeHee rycToun u
TSKENOW, BO3AyX CTan Mpo3padvHee, B CBeTe (POHapeln yxe MOXHO Obl10 pa3rnsiaeTb
CKasbl HA PaCCTOSIHNM HECKObKUX AECSTKOB METPOB.



M BOpyr CKBO3b BblOry B HEBOOOpa3vMOM [anu CBEPKHYNM orHu KpenocTu.
Kasanocb, nMx 6eCKOHEYHO MHOro — Kak B 3a4apOBaHHOM 3aMKe, OXBayYeHHOM
HEMCTOBCTBOM $3bl4ECKOro KapHaBana. AHrycTuHa yBuaen ux, u cnabasi ynbibka
TPOHYyNa oAepeBeHeBLUME OT Xoo04a rybeol.

— JlenTeHaHT! — CHOBa Mo3Baj KanuTaH, HauuMHasi MOHMMAaTb, YTO MPOUCXOAMUT. —
JleviTeHaHT, aa 6pocbTe Bbl 3TW KapTbl, MAUTE ClOAA, 30ECh MOXHO YKPbITbCA OT BETpa.

Ho AHrycTuHa BCe CMOTPEN Ha OrHM U1, FOBOPS MO NPaBAe, YXKe He 3Hasl TOYHO, YTO
3TO Takoe: KpenocTb, Wan Aanekuii ropod, Wan poaHON [0M, OCOBHSIK, Fae ero yxe u
XAaTb NepecTany.

B0o3MOXHO, Kakon-HMOYyab YacoBOW Ha 3ckapne ¢opTa, 6pocuB CrlyYalHbIA B3rnsa
Ha ropbl, pa3nnunna BbICOKO-BLICOKO Ha xpebTe ropswme dhoHapu. C Takoro paccTosiHuS
NPOKNsTasl CTEHKA Kasanacb HACTONIbKO HWUYTOXHOWM, YTO WM pa3rnsaeTb-To ee 6bli1o
Henb3s. BO3MOXHO TakXke, YTO KOMaHAoBasn Kapaysnom [lporo, a Beab [poro Mor 6bl
OTNPaBUTbLCS BMECTE C KanMTaHOM MOHTM U AHrycTMHON, ecnm 6 3axoTen. Ho Bcto aTy
onepaumio OH CYMUTan AOHENb3s FYNOW: Tenepb, KOrAa yrpo3a HanaaeHns paccesnach,
NMpyKa3 KOMeHAaHTa Moka3ancs eMy 6eccMbICIEHHOW 3aTeel, OT KOTOpoh He 60/bHO
MHOro yectu. Ho, yBMaeBs MepuatoLme OroHbKku B ropax, [poro noxanesn, Yto He nowen
¢ MoHTW. BbixoauT, cnaBy MOXHO 0BpecTu He TONbKO Ha BOMHE. M eMy Tak 3ax0oTenoch
6bITb ceyac ToXXe TaM, HaBepXy, B HOYHON TEMHOTE U B BYNCTBE CHEXHOW MeTenu. Ho
yXXe MO3AHO: TaKoW Cry4Yai ynyLieH.

OTAOXHYBLUMI, B CyXON OAEXAE, 3aKyTaHHbIV B TEM/YIO LWWHENb, [pkoBaHHM [1poro,
rNaas Ha AanekuMe OroHbKM, UCMbITbIBaa AaXKe 4YTO-TO BPOAE 3aBMCTM, @ B 3TO BpeMs
AHryCcTUHa, BECb MOKPbITbIN CMEP3LLENCS CHEXHOM KOPKOM, cobpaB nocneaHue Cuibl,
pa3rnaann CBOM MOKpbIe YCbl U CTapaTeNbHO pacrnpaBui CKIAAKWU WWHENN — HO He ANs
TOro, YTobbl MNOMIOTHEE 3aKyTaTbCs B HEE M COrpeTbCs, HET, Y Hero 6bino MHoe TaliHoe
HamepeHue. KanutaH MOHTM yAMBNEHHO CMOTPEN Ha HEro U3 CBOEro YKPbITUS U HUKAK
He Mor B3Tb B TOJK, YTO AenaeT AHryCcTuHa. [Ae-To OH Kak ByATo yXe BUAEen OYeHb
MOXOXYH CLIEHY, HO rA€ UMEHHO — BCMOMHWUTb HE YAaBanoCh.

B ogHoM M3 3anoB KpenocTu Bucena CTapWHHas rpaBtopa, Ha KOTOpol 6bina
n306paxkeHa cMepTb KHs351 CebacTbsiHO. CMepTESIbHO PaHEHHbIN KHSA3b N1eXan B IECHOM
yalle, onupasicb CrMHOM O CTBOJT AEPEBA M CKJIOHMB rOfIoBY YyTb HAbOK, @ ero mnaliy
HMcnaaan ¢ nney adeKTHLIMM CKIaAKaMm; BO BCEM 3TOM He 6bl1I0 HUYErO OT XKECTOKOW,
(u3nyeckn OTTaNKMBAIOWEN KAPTUHBI CMEPTW, M HMKOrO He YAMBAANO, Kak 3TO
XYOAOXHWK CyMen nepeaaTb 61aropoAcTBO M M3SLWECTBO CBOErO repost AaXe B TakKoW
CUTyauumu.

[la, AHrycTMHa — 6ecco3HaTenbHO, KOHEYHO, — A0BMBaNCS CXOACTBA C KHS3eM
CebacTbsiHO, MOMYYMBLUMM CMEPTESIbHYIO paHy B ryxoM necy. MpaBaa, y AHIYCTUHbI He
6bI/10 TAKMX CBEPKAIOLLIMX IOCMEXOB, KaK Y KHA3S, Y HOM €r0 HE JIEXan OKPOBABNEHHbIN
WeM U CIOMaHHasi wnara. Onupancs oH He O CTBOM AEPEBa, a O TBEPAbIN BaslyH; He
nocneaHunit Nyd ConHua nafan emy Ha JiMuo, a BCEero Nuilb cnabblit cBeT doHapsi; HO
NOJIOXKEHME PYK M HOT, CKNAAKMW LUMHENM, BbIpAXXEHWE CMEPTENbHOW YCTANOCTM Ha NnLe
6bINIM TOYHO TaKUMMW.

Mo cpaBHEHWIO C AHIYCTMHOM M KanuTaH, U CepXaHT, U BCE OCTalbHble ConAaaThl,
Kyaa 6onee kpenkue wn 6paBble, Ka3anucb Apyr Apyry rpybbiMn, HeoTecaHHbIMU
My>XflaHaMu. A B Aywle MOHTU, KaK HU CTPaHHO, LUEBESIbHY/I0Cb AaXKe YyBCTBO IJTyXOW
3aBUCTM.

CHeronaa npekpaTWiCcs, BeTep >XanobHO 3aBbiBa/l Cpeau CKanuUCTbIX YTECOB,
KPY>XWS NEASHYIO NblNb, Koneban sA3blYkK NiaMeHu 3a cTeknamu oHapeid. AHIYCTUHA,



Ka3asioCb, HUYEro 3TOro yXe He CO3HaBa/l U NexXan HENOABUMXHO, OTKUHYBLUUCbL Ha
KaMeHb 1 He CBOAS INa3 C Aaneknx orHen KpenocTu.

— JlenTeHaHT! — cHoOBa nonbiTancsa B36oaputTb ero MoHTU. — JlenTteHaHT! Hy e,
nauTe coga, NoA BbICTYMN, TaM BaM He BblAepXaTb, Bbl 3aMep3HeTe. iauTte, TyT ToHU
COOpYyAun YTO-TO BPOAE HaBeca.

— Cnacubo, KanwWTaH, — eaBa C/blHO npowenTan AHFMyCTUHa W, MOCKOMbKY
roBOpUTb €My 6biflo OYEHb TPYAHO, C/Erka NpUMOAHSN PyKy, AaBasi MOHSATb, YTO AN
HEro Tenepb 3TO HE MMEET 3HAUYEHMSI, UTO BCE 3TO COBEPLLUEHHBIE MYCTSKM.

(HaKoHeL rnpeaBoanTe/ib MPU3PaKoB GAE/AN OBETNTEIbHbIN XECT, U AHIYCTUHA C
OObIYHbIM CBOMM CKYYatoLM BUAOM [IEPELIATHY/T YEPE3 [TOAOKOHHUK U TPaLMO3HO
OryCTW/ICS B NasIaHKUH. 3aK0/IOBaHHBIV SKUIMAX MSIKO TPOHYJ/ICS C MECTa.)

Heckonbko MWHYT CAblWanocb Nub XPUMNOe 3aBblBaHME BeTpa. Y COnAar,
CrpyAMBLUMXCS NOA CKanamu, rae 6bi1o notennee, oTnana Bcsakas 0xXoTa LWyTUTb, U OHK
Mon4ya 60poanck € X01040M.

Koraa BeTep Ha MUHYTKY CTMX, AHTYCTMHA Cnerka npunoaHss rosioBy, MeaseHHO
pa3Xar rybbl, 4Tobbl CKa3aTb YTO-TO, HO YCMNeN TONbKO BbIMONBUTL: «Haao 6bl 3aBTpa...»
Bcero Tpu cnoBa, 1 NPOU3HECEHbI OHM BbIIM A0 TOrO TMXO, YTO KanuTaH MOHTU KX efBa
paccnblwarn.

Tpu cnosa, u ronoBa AHryCcTuUHbl 6€3B0ONbHO ynana Ha rpyab. benas 3acTbiBlias
pyKa ero nexana HenoABWXHO B CKNaAKe LMHenu, poT 6bin 3akpbiT, a rybbl CHOBa
CNOXunucb B cnabyto ynolbky. (YiieiBasi B riaiaHKMHE, OH OTOPBAJ/T B3r/154 OT Apyra U
C BECE/ILIM U HELOBEPYMBbLIM JIHOOOMBITCTBOM CTAJ1 CMOTPETH BIEPEL, B TY CTOPOHY, KyAa
ABUrasicsi KOpTex. BoT Tak, ¢ KaKuM-TO r104YTH CBEPXHE/IOBEHECKUM O/1aroOpO4CTBOM, OH
YAaIICS B HOYb. BosiLLIebHbIN KOPTEX, 3MESICb, MEAJIEHHO yXOAW/1 B HEGO BCE BbILLIE 1
MPEBPATWIICS CHaYasa B PAacTsaHYTbIA LUIENQD, TOTOM B KPOLIEYHbIU CryCTOK TYMAaHa,
10TOM — B HU4TO.)

— Y70 Thl XOTEN CKa3aTb, AHIyCTMHA? YTo — 3aBTpa? — KanutaH noTpsic nenTeHaHTa
3a M/1e4n, NblTasiCb NMPUBECTN €ro B YyBCTBO; HO NUWb CMsAN 6naropofHble CKNaaku
BOEHHOM nnawaHuubl. Kakas »anoctb! HMKTO M3 conpgat noka ewe He MOHS/, 4To
npou30oLwo.

YnpekoM MOHTW 3BYy4an NuLlb ronocC BETPA U3 YEpHOro rnpoBasia nponactu.

Y10 Tbl XOTEN CKazaTb, AHFYCTMHA? Thl yLen, He OKOH4YMB (pasy. MoxeT, 3To bbina
rnynas, 6aHanbHasi MbiC/lb, MOXET, BblpaXXeHWe HEeCObITOYHON HaaeXxabl. A MOXET, U
3TOro He 6bi10.

XVI

JlenTeHaHTa AHTYCTMHY NMOXOPOHMNN, U BpeMs B KpenocTu NoTekno, Kak npexae.
Maitop OpTuy cnpawmsan [dporo:

— Tbl CKONBKO YXXe 34ecCb?

— YeTblpe roaa.

HeoxxmaaHHO npuwna 3uMa, caMoe TOMUTENbHOE BpeMs B rogdy. Tenepb Hago 6b110
XOATb CHera: CHayana OH JIOXKWIICA C/I0EM B YeTblpe-NnaTb CAHTUMETPOB, MOTOM, Nocse
rnepepbiBa, C10EM MOTOJLE, @ NOTOM YXe Cbinan U ceinan 6e3 koHua. Kasanocb, BecHa
HMKoraa He HacTynuT. (M Bce-Taku B OAMH NpeKpacHbIv AeHb, ropa3ao paHbLUe, YeM BCe
npeanonaranu, CTaHOBUIOCh C/bIWHO, KaK CO CMOTPOBbLIX MIOWAA0K TEKYT BECEHHWE
PYYENKHU, N 3UME HEXAAHHO NPUXOAMN KOHeEL,.)

[po6 C TenoMm nenTeHaHTa AHIYCTMHbI, OOEPHYTbIM B TMOMOTHULLE 3HAMEHW,
MOKOWNCS B 3eMfie, 3a HEBLICOKOW orpaakon, psaoM c¢ Kpenoctblo. Hag mMorunown



BO3BbILWANCA 6eNblii KAMEHHBI KPECT C BbIOUTLIM Ha HeM MMeHeM. ConpaaTty Jlauuapu
YyTb B CTOPOHKE NMOCTABU/IN KPECT NMOMEHbLLE, AEPEBSAHHLIN.

— 8 uMHoraa AyMmaro... — cKaszan Kak-to OpTul, — BOT Mbl BCE XXaXXAEM BOWHbI,
HaZeeMcs Ha Cny4yan, obwmkaeMcsi Ha cyabby 3a TO, UTO Y HaC HMKOrJa HWYero He
NPoONCcXoauT. A B3Tb XOTb AHIYCTUHY...

— BbixoguT, — oTKAMKHYNCA [koBaHHU [1poro, — BbIXOAUT, AHIYCTUHa He HyXaancs
B 61aroCKNOHHOCTM CyAbbbl U BCe paBHO CyMen OTANYMTLCS?

— OH 6bIn cnab n, HaBepHO, HE3A0POB, — CKa3an Manop OpTul. — EMy 6bino xyxe,
yeM BceM HaM. OH, KaK M Mbl, HE CXBaTUJICS C BPAroM W BOWHbI, KaK U Mbl, HE y3Han. A
norné Bce-Takm Kak BouH. Tak-To! BaM Beab M3BECTHbI, TENTEHAHT, OBCTOSATENBCTBA €0
CcMepTn?

— [a, — otBeTun Aporo, — kanutaH MOHTW NMpu MHe pacckasbiBar.

C HacTynneHuem 3uMbl 4yxesemubl ybpanucb BOCBOSicM. [pekpacHble,
pa3BeBalolmecs M Kak 6bl obarpeHHble KpOBbIO LTAHAAPTHI HAAeXAbl MOCTENEHHO
MOHMK/IM, W B Ayllax BHOBb BOLIApWIICS NMOKOW. Bce BOKpyr onycteno, u rnasa TWeTHO
MCKanM XOTb YTO-TO B AanbHEN Aanu, y Camoro ropuM3oHTa.

— [la y>X, OH 3Harn, Koraa yMepeTb, — cka3an Mariop OpTuu. — CloBHO Ny o B cepaue
nony4mn. Fepon, HAYEro He ckaxxellb. OAHAKO X HUKTO He CTpensia. [ns BCex, KTo Wwen
B TOT A€Hb C HWM, LIAHCbI BbINN paBHbl, HUKAKMX MPEMMYLLECTB OH HE UMES, pa3Be YTO
YMepeTb eMy Obi/o fierye, YeM ApyruM. A Apyrue... YTo OHU, B CyLLHOCTW, caenanu? [ins
APYruX 3TOT AeHb 6bin NOYTU TaKMM XKe, KaK U BCe OCTasbHble.

— TONbKO HEMHOIO NOXonoAHee, YeM 0bblYHO, — ckasan [poro.

— [a, HeMHoro noxonoaHee, — noBTopun 3a HUM OpTuy. — Bnpouyem, u Bbl,
NEWTEHAHT, MOIIN NONTK Toraa € HUMKU. CTOMNO TOMBbKO 3aX0TETh.

OHM cupenn Ha AepeBSiIHHOW CKaMbe Ha CaMOW BepXHelM MoLaAKe YeTBEepTOro
peayTa. OpTyL NpULLIEN HABECTUTb AEXYpMBLUEro TaM NnenteHaHTa [poro. C KaxabiM
AHEM MX BCe 60nblue CBS3blBanv y3bl HACTOSALLEN APYXObI.

OHW cnpenu Ha cKambe, 3aBEepPHYBLUMCL B LUMHENW, HEBOJIbHO NOrnsAbiBas BAasb,
Ha ceBep, Tyda, rAe CKanaMBanuCb OrpoMHble, HecopMeHHble CHeXHble obnaka.
HaneTaBwuin nopbiBaMn CEBEPHbIV BeTep 3abupanca noa oaexay. Boicokue ckanucrble
BEPLUMHbI CripaBa W CNieBa OT NepeBasia NoyYepHenu.

[poro ckasan:

— 9 ayMmato, 3aBTpa CHer NoMAET U y Hac.

— BnonHe BO3MOXHO, — 6€3y4acTHO O0TO3BasICa Mauop.

— [a, bbITb CHery, — cHoBa cka3an [iporo. — BopoHbl BCe NeTaT 1 NeTsT.

— Mbl TOXe BMHOBaTbl, — Ccka3an OpTul, BeCb BO BIAaCTU OAHOM HEOTCTYMHOM
MbICNIN. — B KOHLE KOHLOB Ka)Abl MOMy4YaeT TO, Yero 3acny>XMBaeT. AHIYCTMHA, K
npumepy, 6bin roToB NAaTUTb MO CaMOMY BbICOKOMY CYETY, @ Mbl — HET. HaBepHoe, B
3TOM BCe Aeno. MOXET, y Hac 3anpocbl C/IMLWKOM BENNKK? A B 06LLEM, KaXXabli nosyyaeT
TO, Yero 3acnyxxusaet. [la yx...

— Hy n ut0? — cnpocun Aporo. — YTo MbI-TO MOrnu caenatb?

— JIN4HO 51 — Hnyero, — otBeTMN OpTUL C YNLIBKOM. — Sl CINLLIKOM AONTO XAas, a BOT
Bbl...

—YT0 — 9?

— Ye3xalTe oTclofa, Noka He Mo34HO, BO3BpallaWTecb B ropoA. MpuBLIKHETE K
XXU3HM TaMOLWHEro rapHu3oHa. Hackonbko 9 MOry cyauTb, Bbl He W3 TeX, KTO



npeHebperaeT pagoCcTsIMM XU3HW. TaM BaC HaBEPHSsIKa XAET b6necTalas Kapbepa, 3To
y>XX TOYHO. He BceM e Ha poay HanucaHo 6biTb reposiMu.

[poro He oTBeyvan.

— Bbl ynycTtunm uenbix yeTblpe roaa, — npogomkan Optuu. — OHu, npaeaa, 3a4TyTCs
B BbIC/yry 3@ BOCEMb, HO MOAYMalTe, HAaCKO/bKO Jydlle BaM 6b110 6bl B ropoae. 3aech
Bbl OTpe3aHbl OT MMpa, O Bac BCe 3abbl/n... BO3BpaLLANTECh, MOKa HE NO3AHO.

[>koBaHHM cnywan, yCTaBMBLUUCL B 3e€M/1t0, U MONYyann.

— 4 Bugen, kak 6bi10 C ApyruMKM, — roBopua Manop. — [oCTeneHHO OHW Tak
npvBbikann K KpenocTu, YTo CTaHOBMUCL €€ MJIEHHWKaMU U Tepsin CnocobHOCTb
COBUHYTbCS € MecTa. CTapuku B Tpuauatb net! [a yx...

— MoxeT, Bbl 1 NpaBbl, rOCNOANH Manop, — 0TBETUN [1poro, — HO B MOEM BO3pacTe...

— Bbl Monoabl, — He oTcTynan OpTul, — y Bac €elle MHOroe Briepeau, 3To npas/a.
Ho Ha BalueM MecTe s He cTan 6bl TAHYTb. YNYCTUTE eLle Kakux-H1byb ABa roaa — AByX
NET BMOJSIHE AOCTAaTOYHO, — W MOBEPHYTb Ha3az byaeT yXe C/IMLIKOM TPYyAHO.

— bnaropapto 3a coBeT, — ckasan [Jporo, Ha KOTOpPOro C/10Ba Maiiopa He Npou3Benu
HMKaKOro BrnevaT/IeHNsl, — HO BeAb 34eCb, B KPenocTu, ToXXe MOXXHO HaAeAaTbCs Ha YTo-
TO nydwee. MNycTb 3TO 3BYYWUT HENENO, HO €CNM HAYMCTOTy, TO U BaM MPUAETCS
NpuU3HaTb...

— [la, K COXXaneHuto, — OTBETMN Mauop. — Bce Mbl Tak UK MHAYe Ha YTO-TO YMOPHO
Hapeemcs. Ho camm nocyauTe, 310 xe abcypa. — OH MaxHyn pyKon B CTOPOHY cesepa. —
BOMHY C TOM CTOpPOHbI HMKOrAa He HauyHyT. [locne 3ToM HeaaBHEMW WMCTOPUM HUKTO
BCEpbE3 O BOMHE YXe He AyMaeT.

Maviop MOAHSINCS, rNaAs Ha CeBep TaK Xe, Kak B TO Aanekoe YTpo, Koraa OHM
BCTPETMNANCL C [lpOro Ha Kpalo paBHWMHbLI M OH, 3a4apOBaHHbIM, BrAsAbIBanCca B
3arafoyHble cTeHbl KpenocTtu. YeTblpe roga MpoWwsio € TeX Nnop — COMMAHbIA OTPe3oK
XXW3HW, — HO 3a 3TO BPEMS He C/TyYWUSIOCb HUYEro, POBHBLIM CHETOM HUYEro Takoro, YTo
Morsio 6bl OnNpaBAaTh ero Benukue Hagexabl. [HW YHOCUMAWUCL NPOYb OAVH 3a APYruMm;
OfHaXAbl YTPOM Ha Kpak Yy>XOM paBHWHbI MOSIBUIMCL CONAAThbl, KOTOpble MOMM
oKasaTbCs Bparamu, HO nocne 6yaHMYHbIX paboT Mo pa3MeTke rpaHuubl ybpanucb
BOCBOSICW. Ha cBeTe uapwi MUp, YacoBble He Tpyounun TpeBory, HUYTO He npeaBeLano
KaKux-nnbo n3MeHeHn. Kak 1 B NpeXxHune rofbl, C TEMU XKe, YTO U BCeraa, NpMMeTaMu
npubnmxanacb 3uMa, 1 3anagHbll BETEP TUXOHbKO MOCBUCTLIBA/ B LWITbIKaX. BOT u oOH,
Marop OpTuu, No-npexHeMy 34ecb, CTOMT Ha Teppace YeTBEpPTOro peayTa M, CaM He
Bepsi CO6CTBEHHbLIM AOBOAAM, BCE BrNsAblBAETCS B CEBEPHYIO MYCTbIHIO, CIOBHO €My
OAHOMY W [AHO MpaBO CMOTPETb Ha Hee, TOMbKO €My W HAANeXWT OCTaBaTbCA B
Kpenoctu — HeBaXkHO, BO MMSI KaKOW LieNn, — a BOT [1poro, XOTb OH M XOPOLUWIA NapeHb,
3[eCb He Ha CBOEM MecCTe, OH NPOCYUTANCS, U NYCTb y4lle ye3XKaeT.
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Ho BOT cHer Ha Teppacax Kpenoctu caenancsa Ho3apeBaTbiM, WU HOMW CTanu
NpoOBanMBaTbCs B HEro, Kak B Kawy. C 6/MKHMX rop BAPYr AOHECCS NacKatowwmii yxo
3BOH TasNloii BOAbI, Ha BepLUMHAX KOe-TAe MOSIBUMNCh UCKPALLMECS MOA COMHLUEM 6enble
NpoAoSibHbIE MOMOCbI, W ConaaTbl, CaMU TOrO He 3amevasi, BpeMsi OT BpEMEHU
NPUHUMASIUCb YTO-TO MypJiblkaTb cebe Nnoa HOC BrepBble 38 HECKOSIbKO MECSLIEB.

ConHue He crnewunno K 3aKaTy, Kak npexzae, a CTano BCe AoMblle 33/1ePXXMBATHCS
Ha Hebe, pacTannnBasi HaKOMMUBLLUMUIACA CHET: TLLETHO C CEBEPHbIX NIEIHNKOB BCE MOM3/N
1 Non3nu obnaka — OHWM HeC/IM C COBOM YXXe He CHEr, a N1Lb A0XAb, CTPEMUTENBHO
CMbIBABLUWI OCTaTKK cHera. OnsATb NpuLia BeCHa.



Mo yTpaM pasfaBanocb NTUYbE MeHue: BCe OT HEro yxe OTBbIKAW. [la U BOPOHbI
6onblue He cobnpanncb cTasiMu Ha nnauy Kpenoct B 0XnaaHUM KyXOHHbIX 0TOpOCoB,
a pasneTenuncb No A0SIMHAM B MONCKaX CBEXATUHKW.

Mo HOYaM B TEMHOTEe Beluasnku, rae BUCenu paHubl, NMpaMnabl 4ns BUHTOBOK B
Ka3dapMax, ABEPU U MaCCMBHas mebenb OpeEXOBOro Aepesa B KOMHaTe rocnoauHa
NMOJIKOBHMUKaA — B 06LI.|,eM, BCE€ AepeBdAHHbIE BELWN, AaXE CaMble€ CTapble, Ha4duHan
nockpuneiBaTb. VIHOrga pasgaBancs Tpeck, MOXOXWM Ha MUCTONETHbIE BbICTPESbI,
Ka3aJioCb, YTO-TO Pa3JIETAETCA Bﬂp66€3l'l/l; Nioan npocbinaancb Ha CBOUX KOMKax u
npucnywmnBanncb, HO HU4YEro, KpoMe BCeE TEX XK€ HOYHbIX CKPUMNOoB, HE ClbllLanu.

HacTtynuno BpeMmsi, koraa B CTapbix CTponuiax 3asensiia o cebe HensbbiBHasi ToCka
Mo XW3HW. [aBHbIM-AABHO MUMHOBaNM T€ CYACTMBbIE AHW, KOrJa no BETKaM NpoxXoawn
MOJSIOAON ropsiuMiA TOK, HanMBasi CMSION BENIMKOE MHOXECTBO nodvek. oToM aepeBo
cpybunu. Ho ¢ npuxoaoM BECHbI B HEM Mpocbinasncs cnabblil 0TroNocok xum3Hu. Koraa-
TO 6bIIM NINCTbSA U LBETHI, @ TEMNEPb — CMYTHOE BOCMOMUHAHWE, KOTOPOr0 XBaTaslo NnLLb
Ha TO, YTObbl M3AaTb CyXOM TPECK M 3aMePETb B OXUAAHWUM CleaytoLero roaa.

Hactynuno Bpems, korga obutaTenein Kpenoctv 06blYHO MOCEewany CTpaHHbIe
MbIC/TM, B KOTOPbIX HE 6blN0 HMYEro BOEHHOr0. KpenocTb Kasanacb ye He HaAeXHbIM
YKPbITUEM, @ TIOPbMOW. XKeNTble C TEMHbIMU MOTEKAMM CTEHbl U CKOLLEHHbIE YCTYMbI
6aCTNMOHOB COBEPLUEHHO HE OTBEYASIM HOBOMY, BECEHHEMY HACTPOEHWIO.

Kakoi-To oduuep — Co CNMHbI He pa3bepellb, KTO UMEHHO, HO BMOJSIHE BO3MOXHO,
yTO PKOoBaHHM [poro, — Co CKy4YatoLLMM BUAOM 06X0AUT NPOCTOPHbIE U B 3TOT YTPEHHUM
Yyac MyCTbIHHbIE CONAATCKME YMbIBASIKM M NpayeyHyto. He ans noBepku, NpocTo eMy He
CMANTCS Ha MecTe; BCe 34eCb B MOJTHOM MOpPsiAKE, PAKOBMHbI HAUYMLLEHbI, MO NOAMETEH,
a B TOM, YTO KaKOW-TO KpaH MOATEKAET, CONMAAThl HE MOBUHHbI.

Oduuep ocTaHaBNMMBAETCA M CMOTPUT BBEPX, HA OJHO M3 OKOH. OHO 3aKpbITO,
CTEK/a €ro, OYEBUAHO, HE MbITUCh YXKE€ MHOrO NIET M MO YriaM 3aTaHyTbl NayTuUHON. B
06LLEM, HET B HEM HUYEro TaKoro, YTo Moro 6bl NopaaoBaTh Aywy. Ho CKBO3b CTEKN3,
XOTb U C TPYZOM, BCE €& MOXHO pa3rnsaaeTh Hebo. [1a, 0aHO U TO e Hebo, BEPOATHO,
AyMaeT oduLEP, OAHO U TO XE COMHLE CUAIOT CEMYAC M HaA XallKMMU PaKOBUHAMW, U
Ha/l NPEKPACHbIMU AANEKUMU NTYTraMU.

Jlyra noseneHenun n HegaBHO MOKPbLIIUCL MENKMMWU LBETOYKAMW, KOTOpble, ecnu
CMOTpETb 0TCoAa, 13 Kpenoctun, kaxyTcs 6enbiMn. U aepeBbsi, KOHEYHO e, BbiNyCTUAN
HOBble NNCTMKK. Kak, HaBepHO, NMPUATHO 6e3 BCSKOW LEMM HOCUTbCS BEPXOM MO
okpecTHocTsaM! [la elle ecnn Ha TPOMWHKE, BbIOLIENCS Cpean M3ropoaen, BCTPeTUTCS
KpacuBasi AeBYLUKa W, Npoxoast coBceM 65M3KO OT TBOEro KOHSl, MpMBETIMBO Tebe
ynblbHeTcs. Hy He cMewwHo nn? MoaobaeT nu oduuepy Kpenoctn bactnaHu npeaaBaTbCs
CTOSIb FAYMbIM MeYTaHMAM?!

Yepe3 3anblfieHHOE OKHO YMbIBasIKM, KAk HWU CTPaHHO, BUAHEETCS 1 KpacmBoe benoe
obnako. Takme B TOYHOCTM 0b6fiaka NAbIBYT CeEMYac Haa AafiekuM ropoaoM, rynstollas
nybnuka BpeMsi OT BPEMEHWN MOrNSAbIBAET HAa HUX, paaysiCb TOMY, YTO 3MMa MNPOLUNa;
NMoYTM Ha BCEX HOBasi MM TOSIbKO YTO NMpuBeAeHHasl B NOPSAOK OAexXAaa, XXEHLWWHbI B
YKpaLIEHHbIX LBETaMM LWINSANKAX U B SPKUX MnaTtbsix. Bua y Bcex Takoi, 6yato cuio
MUHYTY AOJIXHO NMPOM30MTK YTO-TO XOPOLLEE, PaAOCTHOE. PaHblle, BO BCSKOM Clly4ae,
BCe Obl/I0 MMEHHO TaK; KTO 3HAET, MOXET, cenyac Moaa nepeMeHunacb. MIHTepecHo,
€cnn, NpoxoAst MMMO, Thl 3aMeTULb B KaKOM-HMOYb OKOLIKE XOPOLUEHbKYI AEBYLLKY,
ynblbHeTC M oHa Tebe npocTo Tak, 6ecnpuumHHO? Kakue, B CYLWHOCTW, Henenble
MbICIM Ne3yT B rosioBy! [MynocTy, NpoCTUTENbHbIE Pa3Be YTO LWKONSPY.



Uepes rpsisHble cTeknia cboKy BMAHA YacTb CTeHbl. OHA TOXE 3anUTa CONHLEM, HO
3TO KaK-TO He paayeT. YTo OCBeLLaeT CTeHY Ka3apMbl — COTHLIE UMW JTYHa, — COBEPLLIEHHO
6e3pasnnyHo, N1LLb 6bl He HapyLUANCS HOPManbHbIN X0 CyX6bl. OBbIKHOBEHHAs CTEHA
Ka3apMbl, 1 TOMbKO. U BCe e Koraa-To, B OMH U3 Aaneknx CEHTAOPbCKUX AHEN, oduuep
KakK 3aBOPOXEHHbIA CMOTPEN Ha 3TU CTEHbl: TOrAa Kas3anocCb, YTO 3@ HWUMMK €ro XAeT
CypoBasi, HO 3aBuaHasl cyabba. M XOTs HMYEro NpUBREKATENIbHOrO B 3TUX CTEHaX He
6b1/10, OH HECKOSIbKO MUHYT CTOS1 Nepen HUMKU HEMOABMXKHO, CIOBHO rnepes KakuM-TO
4yaoM.

Oduuep 6poanT Mo NYCTbIHHLIM YMbIBanKaM; Apyrue AeXypsaT Ha peayTax, HOCATCS
BEPXOM MO KaMEHWCTOMY Nualy, CMAaAT B CNyXebHbIX kabuHeTax. HUKTO M3 HUX He
MOXET TMOHSATb, YTO WMMEHHO C/TyYMNIOCb, HO /NMLA OKPYXaloLWMX BCEM MOYEMY-TO
AENCTBYIOT Ha HepBbl. OaHM U Te Xe HU3NOHOMUM, HEBONbHO AYMAET KaXkabli, OAHU U
Te )K€ pa3roBopbl, Ta Xe cyx6a, Te e bymarun. A B Aylue 6YLIyIOT HESICHbIE XXeNaHNs:
Yero OHa XKaXAeT, CI0BaMW BbiPa3uTb HEBO3MOXHO, SICHO TOJSIbKO, YTO 3TO HE UMeeT
OTHOLLEHUS K Ka3apMEHHbIM CTEHaM, K congaTtaM, K 3BykaM Tpy6bl.

TaK CcKauu e, KOHEK, Mo A0pOoraM paBHWHbI, 6erv oTciofa, Nnoka He Mo3AHo, He
OCTaHaB/MBaWCA, AaXe eCNM YCTas, CKayK, NMoKa He MOKaXKYTCa 3eeHble Nyra, Munble
cep/Ly AepeBbsi, A0Ma, LEPKBU U KOJTOKOJTbHM.

M Toraa — npowan, KpenocTb, 0CTaBaTbCs 34€Ch OMACHO, TBOS HE Takas Y TpyaAHas
3arajlka pasrajaHa, CeBepHasi paBHMHA, Kak 6blna, Tak U ByaeT NycTbIHHOM, HUKOraa
OTTyAa He NpuaeT Bpar, YTobbl aTakoBaTb 3T XaslkKMe CTeHbl, BoobLe HUKTO Hosblue
He npuaeT. MNpowai, mMarop OpTUU, NeYanbHbIA APYr, KOTOPbIA Y& HEOTAENUM OT
KpenocTu, Kak yiMTKa OT CBOero AoOMMKa. Takux, Kak Tbl, 34€Cb MHOIO: CIMLWIKOM A0Nr0
Bbl YTIOPCTBOBaN B CBOMX MeYTaHUsIX, BpeMsi 060rHano Bac, U HayaTb CHavana Bbl yXe
He CMOXeTe.

A BoT [xoBaHHM [poro cMoxeT. HuuTto ero 6onbwe He aepxuT B KpenocTtu.
Tenepb OH CNyCTUTCS C rop, BEpHETCS B HOpMasbHOe 06LWecTBO, eMy HaBepHsiKa
npeanoXaTt 3aBMAHOE MeCTO — MOXET ObiTb, Aake MOLWJSIOT 3a rpaHuly — B CBUTE
KaKoro-Hmbyab reHepana. 3a rogpl, NpoBeaeHHble B Kpenoctu, [PKOBAaHHW, KOHEYHO,
ynycTua HeMasno LaHCOB, HO HUYero, OH elle Moso4, Brnepean AOCTaTOYMHO BPEMEHMU,
4yTObbl HABEPCTATb YNYLUEHHOE.

Wtak, npowan, KpenocTb, C TBOMMM HenenbiMM peayTaMun, TepnenBbiMu
conpgatamu, NosKOBHMKOM, KOTOPbI KaXaoe yTpo, TalKoM OT BCeX, B MNOA30PHY0 Tpyby
pa3rnsAblBaeT CEBEPHYIO NYCTbIHIO. HanpacHo! Hukoraa v HUYero oH TaM He yBMAWT.
Mpolwai, Mornna AHryCTUHbI — €My, MoxkanywW, eAMHCTBEHHOMY 34ecCb MOBE3/0: MO
KpaiHEW Mepe OH MorMb Kak HacTosiwMK conpaTt, — BCe Jydlle, YeM CMepTb Ha
60onbHUYHON KoMKe. Mpollai, KOMHaTa, B KOTOpoi [poro YeCTHO Mpocnan HECKONbKO
COTeH Houel. [powai, ABOpP, rAe W HblHYE BEYEepoM, Kak Toro TpebyeT ycCTas,
BbICTPOSITC  CONAAThl, 3acTyrnaiwolme B Kapayn. ocneaHuin npolanbHbll NpuBET
CEBEPHOW MYCTbIHE, HE OCTABMBLLEN B AyLIE HUKAKUX U/THO3UMN.

Bbibpocb BCce 3TO M3 ronosbl, [)XoBaHHM [1poro, He ornsablBaics Hasag Tenepb,
Korza Thl YK€ Ha Kpato ropHOro nnaTo M Aopora MaHuT Tebs B aonuHy. He nposiensi
Takou rnynon cnaboctun. Tebe 3HaKOM KaXkabl KaMellek KpenocTn bactuaHu, 1 MoOXHO
He COMHEBATbCS, YTO Tbl HUKOrAa ee He 3abyaelb. KoHb Beceno 6eXuT pbiCbio, Noroaa
Ha cnaBy, TEM/bIM BO3AYX CBEX M NPO3payeH, Brepeau eLle Aorast Xn3Hb, OHa, MOXHO
CKa3aTb, TO/IbKO HauMHaeTcs. K yeMy ornsiabiBaTbCs Ha 3TW CTEHbI, HA Ka3eMaTbl, Ha
YacoBbIX, HECYLLUMX Kapay/ibHYO Cnyx6y? Tak, MeaseHHO NepeBopayYnBaEeTCs elle oaHa
CTpaH1La, NoXacb Ha ApYryto CTOPOHY, NpubaBnsasiCb K OCTanbHbIM, YXKe NPOYNTaHHbIM:
noka HabvpaeTcs NM1Lb TOHEHbKAsi CTOMoYKa. Mo CpaBHEHMIO C HEKD CTPaHWL, KOTOpble



NpeacTouT elle npounTaTb, 6ECKOHEYHOE MHOXECTBO. M BCe X Taku 3TO elle ofHa
NpoYnUTaHHAs CTpaHuLa, FrOCMoAMH NEWTEHAHT, LESbll, MOXHO CKa3aTb, KYCOK TBOEM
XWU3HMU.

[lobpaBLInChb A0 KaMEHWUCTOro Kpas nnato, [1poro AeNCcTBUTENbHO HE OrNsiAbIBAETCA
Has3aj; Korga HayMHaeTcs Cryck, oH 6e3 TeHu konebaHuns, He NOBEPHYB AaXe rosioBbl,
MPULLNOPUBAET KOHS1 M A0BOSIbHO HEMPUHY>XAEHHO HAaCBUCTbLIBAET KAaKOW-TO MOTUBYMK,
XOTSl HEMPUHY>XAEHHOCTb 3Ta AAETCS MY C TPYAOM.
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BxoaHas aBepb 6blna He 3anepTa, M Ha [lporo cpasy MaxHyno0 3HAKOMbIM,
AOMALLUHUM AYyXOM: OH MOMHMN €ro C AETCTBA, KOrAa BO3Bpallancs A0MOW nocne neTa,
NpoBeAEHHOro Ha Aaye. 310 6bi poAHOM, MUMbIN CepALy 3anax, HO NOC/e CTONbKUX NET
B HEM YyBCTBOBAJIOCb YTO-TO Xaskoe. [la, BepHO, OH HanoMuHan [lporo aanekue roapi,
BOCKPECHble pafoCTH, CHaCT/IMBbLIE Beyepa 3a CToNoM, 6e3B03BpaTHO yluealee AeTCTBO,
HO B TO e BPEMS acCOLMMPOBAICS M C 3aLUTOPEHHbIMU OKHaMM, KOPMNEHMEM Haj
YpPOKaMu, YTPEHHeN yb6opKoKn, 601e3HsSMKU, CCOPaMM, MbILLAMMU.

— OWA, MONIoAOM X03aMH Mpuexan! — pagoCTHO BOCK/IMKHYyNa Aobpas [XoBaHHa,
OTKpbIBas €My ABEP.

A TyT n MaMa BblILWNIa; cnasa bory, oHa coBCceM He M3MeHunachb.

Cuas B rOCTUHOM U MblTasiCb OTBETUTb HAa MHOXECTBO BOMPOCOB, OH YyBCTBOBA,
KaK pagocCTb MOHEBOME YCTyNaeT MecTo rpycTv. oM MO CPaBHEHWUIO C MNPEXHUMU
BPEMEHaMM MOKas3ascs eMy OnyCcTeBWMM: oauMH 6paT yexan 3a rpaHuly, Apyrom
MoTaeTca bor BecTb rae, TPETUM XUBET B AepeBHe. [loMa ocTanach TOIbKO Mama, HO U
el Hago 6bl10 TOPONUTLCA K MEcce: B LIEPKBYM ee YXKe Xaana nogpyra.

B ero koMHaTe BCe OblNO Tak, Kak MpM HeM — fAaxe K KHUMAM HUKTO He
npuTparneancs, — M BCe-TaKM OHa MoKasanacb eMmy 4yxol. OH cen B Kpecno,
NPUCIYLLANCSA K FPOXOTY 3KUMAXeM Ha ynuue, K rpOMKMM roslocaM Ha KyxHe. OavH B
CBOEW KOMHATe... MaMa MOJIMTCS B LiepKBU, BpaTbsi pasbexanncb, BbIXOAWUT, HUKOMY Ha
BCeM 6enoM ceeTe HeT gena Ao kosaHHM [poro. OH OTKpb1 OKHO, YBUAEN cepble
[I0Ma, CM/IOWHbIE psabl Kpbiw, XMypoe Hebo. OTbiCKkan B OAHOM M3 SLWMKOB CTapble
LUKOSIbHblE TETPaAM, AHEBHMK, KOTOPLIN BEST HA MPOTSHXKEHNUN HECKONBbKUX NET, Kakne-To
nMCcbMa. YAMBUTENbHO, HEYXXeNM 3TO NMUcan OH: Kakue-TO CTpaHHble Aena un cobbiTus,
coBceM cTepwmecs B namatu. Cen 3a NMaHWHO, B3S/T HECKONbKO aKKOPAOB, 3aX/10MHY
KpbIWKY. M nogyman: 4Tto e ganblue?

Kak 4y><oi1, Xoamn OH No ropoAy B NMouckax CTapbix APY3€el, HO OKa3anoch, YTO BCe
OHW MO TrOpno 3aHsATbl pa3HbIMM AenamMum — CBOMMW MNpeanpusiTUsMK, CBOEN
MONUTUYECKON Kapbepol. [lpy3bsi FOBOPUIM C HUM O CEPbE3HbIX M BaXHbIX BeLlax, O
3aBoflaxX, >KenesHblX Aoporax, 6onbHuuax. KTo-To mpurnacun ero Ha obed, KTO-TO
XXEHWUNICA, KaXxablli 36pan cOBCTBEHHbIV NYTb B XWU3HM, U 3@ YETbIpe rofa BCe 3aMETHO
OT Hero otaanunucb. Kak [IKOBaHHM HM cTapancs (@ MOXET, OH YyTpaTui 3Ty
CMOCOBHOCTL?), HO EMY TaK M HE yAanoCb BOCKPECWUTb MPEXHME Pa3roBOpbl, LUYTKM,
cnoseykun. OH 6poamnn no ropoay, pasbiCKMBan CTapbiX Apy3ein — BeAb UX 6bl/10 MHOIO, —
HO MOA KOHEL, HEM3MEHHO OKa3blBasCs OAMH Ha TpPOTyape, a Brepeau, A0 Beyepa,
0CTaBasIoCh €Lle CTOSIbKO BPEMEHM.

OH rynsn Ao no3aHen HouM C TBEPAbIM HAMEPEHMEM XOPOLLEHLKO Mopa3Bneybcs. U
KaXkabli pa3 BbIXOAWN M3 AOMY C OAHOM W TOW XK€ CMYTHOW HOHOLIECKOM Haaexaow
BCTPETUTb CBOK J/11060Bb, HO HEW3MEHHO BO3BpPALLANCS pa304yapoBaHHbIM. OH



BO3HEHaBMAEN YLy, Mo KOTOPO BO3BpaLLancs K A0MY, TaKylo CKy4YHyto, 6e3ntoaHyto,
3aCTaB/ISIBLLYIO €LLe OCTPee YyBCTBOBATH CBOE OAMHOYECTBO.

Kak pa3 B 3Tu AHM B ropoJie AaBanu rpaHavo3Hbi 6an, u [lporo oTnpaBuica Tyaa
BMeCTe C eAMHCTBEHHbIM BHOBb OBpeTeHHbIM ApYyroM BeckoBu B CaMOM ny4de3apHOM
HaCTpoeHun. XoTs BeCHa BCTynwWaa B CBOM MNpaBa, CBETAsN0 He paHO, BpeMeHun 6binio
NpeaocTaTovyHo, 0 paccBeTa MOro Cy4YnTbCA BCE YTO YroAHO — YTO MMEHHO, [poro m
CaM He 3HaJ, HO He COMHEBAJICS, YTO €ro XAET Macca BCAKMX yAoBONIbCTBUMA. OH Jaxe
MPUHANCA 3aUrpbiBaTh C AEBYLUKON B JIMNIOBOM; Yachbl €lle He Npobunu MosHOYb: Kak
3HaTb, MOXET, A0 HACTYM/EHUS yTpa Mexay HUMKU CYXXAEHO poanTbCs nobsn. Ho Tyt
€ro no3Bas X03aMH AOMa, BO3HAMEPUBLLMICA NOKa3aTb eMy CBOM BNaAEHUs, NoTallmn
€ro rno BCAKMM rMepexoaaM W ranepesM, 3agepxan B 6ubnuoTteke, 3actaBua no
JIOCTOMHCTBY OLIEHWUTb BCE 6€3 WCK/IOYEHUSI 3KCMOHATbl CBOEM KOMNEKLUU OPYXMS,
3aBes1 pPa3roBoOp O CTpaTermm, BOEHHbIX XMTPOCTSX, paccKasan HeCKO/IbKO aHeKA0TOB U3
XXM3HW KOPONIEBCKOM CEMbW, @ BPEMS LU0, CTPESIKM Ha 4Yacax Hecnucb Briepen C
ycTpaluatoller ckopocTbio. Koraa [poro yaanocb HakoHeL, 0CBO6OAUTLCA M OH, rops
HeTepneHneM, BEPHY/ICS B NapaaHbli 3an, roCTU NOYTU BCE pa3bexasvch, U AEBYLIKA B
NTMI0BOM MCYe3a — A0/MKHO 6bIiTb, OTNpaBUIACh OMOW.

[poro nbiTancs HanuTbCsl, 6ECCMBICNIEHHO CMESNICA — HamnpacHO: [AaXe BMHO He
nomorasno. A ronoca CKpunok CTaHOBUIUCb Bce 6onee BANbIMK, U HACTYNMU MOMEHT,
Koraa My3sblka cAenanacb M BOBCE HEHY)XHOW, TaK KaK HUKTO YX€ He TaHLueBar.
Yapy4yeHHbit  [poro o4yTMACA B cady, CpeaM LOEepeBbeEB, W U3Aanu  Ciyluan
pacnsblBYaThle 3BYKWM BaNbCa; OLLYLIEHME NPa3AHUKa Mano-noMany yneTyymBanoch, a
Hebo nocteneHHo 6neaHeno — 6aM3nnca pacceer.

3Be3abl noracnu, Ho [Jporo Bce cvaen, 3aTauMBLUMCh CPean YEpHbIX TEHEN cada, U
cneamn 3a poXXAeHUEM HOBOMO AHSl. TeM BpeMEHEM 30/104eHbIE KapeTbl 0O4Ha 3a ApYrou
oTbe3Xanu OoT BOpoT. OpKecTp HakoHeL, yMOJK; MO KOMHaTaM Xoawsn cnyra, racs
CBETMNbHMKM. Ha paepeBe, npsMo Hag ronoson y [lporo, pasganacb 3BOHKasi U
HeyaepXXuMas NTudubs Tpenb. Hebo cTpemMmuTenbHO CBETNeNno, BCe BOKPYr 3aTuUX/10 B
[OBEPUMBOM OXMAAHMM MOroxero AHs. BOT ceivac, noayman OH, NepBbIA Nyd yXe
KOCHyncs 6actmoHoB Kpenoctn u 03a6wwmnx YacosbiX. [poro TWETHO Hanpsran cnyx,
HaZesCb ycnbllwaTb 308 TPy6bl.

Fopoa elle cnan; AoWas Ao AoMa, [IKOBaHHM Yepecdyp rpoMKO XJIOMHY/T BXOAHOM
ABEPbIO. B KOMHaTbI CKBO3b LLESIKM XXato3n Y)Ke npocaymBascs crabblii CBeT.

— JTO 4, cnn, Mama.

OH npoxoaun no Kopuaopy, 1, kak 0bblYHO, Kak B Te NpexHue, Aanekne BpeMeHa,
KOrAa OH BO3BpaLLancs A4OMOW 3a NOMHOYb, U3 KOMHATbI, 3-3a ABEPU [0 HErO JOHECOCh
YTO-TO Hepa3bopuMBOE, ACKOBOE, XOTS rofoc Obin 3acnaHHbid. [lporo, mno4yTu
YMUPOTBOPEHHLIN, HaMpaBWICS K CBOEM KOMHaTe, HO MaMa kak OyaTo ele 4To-To
cKasana.

— Y10, MamMa? — crnpocun oH.

CnoBa ero KaHynu B TUWKWHY. TyT A0 HEro AOLWSIO, YTO 3@ MU/IbIA MaMWUH FOJIOC OH
MPUHAN OTAANEHHBIA FPOXOT 3KkMnaxka. OHa AENCTBUTENBbHO HUYEro He OTBETUNA, Luaru
CblHa B HOYM Y>Xe€ He MOrnn pasbyantb ee, Kak 6biBano paHblue, OHW CTanu ANs Hee
YY>XUMK, C/TOBHO MX 3BYK CO BPEMEHEM U3MEHWJICS.

Korga-to ero warv oHa onpegensna 6e30wmnbo4HO, Kak YCNOBHbIA curHan. Bce
Apyrne HO4YHble 3BYyKW, Aaxe Kyaa bonee rpoMkue — rpoxoT Kofec Ha ynuue, nniad
pebeHka, nan cobak, KpMK COBbI, XJI0MaHbe CTABHEW, 3aBblBaHME BETPA B BOAOCTOYHbIX
Tpybax, WyM AoXAs, cKpun Mebenn, — He TPEBOXUAN ee COH. TOoNbKO warn )KoBaHHU



6yannu ee, Kak HWU CTapascs OH MATW Ha UbINoYKax; Npockinanacb OHa He OT TOMOTa, a
MPOCTO OTTOr0, YTO MPULLES CbIHOYEK.

Tenepb, BbIXOAMT, U 3TOr0 YXXe HeT. BOT OH OK/IMKHYN MaMy, Kak 6blBano, nuuib
YyTb-YyTb MOBbLICMB TONIOC; MPEXAE OHA, 3ac/billaB MpPMBbLIYHbLIA 3BYK €ro LIaros,
KOHEYHO XXe, MpOCHynacb 6bl. A Tenepb HUKTO HE OTO3BANICS Ha €ro C0Ba, TOJIbKO
MporpoMbIxan BAaneke 4Yer-To skunax. Kakas rnynoctb, nogyman [poro, Henenoe
coBnageHve. Ho, aaxke yknaabiBasiCb B MOCTeSlb, OH HE MOr OTAENaTbCs OT YyBCTBa
ropeyn: NpexHss MaTepuHckas NtoboBb CMIOBHO MOTYCKHENA, BPEMS M MPOCTPaHCTBO
HE3AMETHO OMyCTU/IN MEXAY HUMU 3aBECY OTUYXXAEHWS.

XIX

A euwe oH HasecTun Mapwuto, cectpy cBoero apyra ®paHuecko Beckosu. [Nepen
AOMOM Y HuX 6bln cag; C NpUXoAOM BECHbl AepeBbsi B HEM MOKPbIBANINCL MONOALIMU
JIMCTOYKaMK, U Ha BETKaX pacrneBanu nuuyru.

Mapusi c ynblbkon BCTpeTuna ero B Asepsax. OHa 3Hana, yto [KOBaHHM AOKEH
NpuUATK, N Hagena ronyboe NnaTbe B TanMo, NMOXOXEE Ha TO, AaBHEE, KOTOpPOe Koraa-
TO €My HpaBWUSIOChb.

[poro aymarn, 4To BCTpeYa 3Ta BbI30BET Yy Hero Oypto YyBCTB, 3aCTaBUT CepaLe
yyalleHHO 6buTbca. HO koraa OH noAowen K AeBYLUKE, BHOBb YBMAEN ee Ynblbky,
ycnbiwan ronoc («O, IkoBaHHM, HAaKOHEL-TO!»), COBCEM He TakoM, KakuM OH cebe ero
NpeacTaBnsn, TO NOHS, CKOSIbKO BPEMEHU YTEKNO.

OH nonaran, 4To OCTasnCa TaKuUM Xe, KakK npexzae, pa3se YTo HEMHOMO pasfasncs B
nseyax u noTeMHen OT FOPHOro ConHua. Brnpouyem, M OHa He uaMeHwunacb. Ho mexay
HUMM BO3HMKA KaKasi-TO OTYY>XAEHHOCTb.

OHu BowNKM B 60MbLIYID FOCTUHYIO, FAE MOXHO ObINIO YKPbITbCA OT COMHUA; B
KOMHaTe, MOrpy>XEHHOW B MATKWIM NOSyMpaK — NULLb y3Kas MOMoCKa CBETa NieXana Ha
KOBpE, — TUKA/IM Yachbl.

OHM Cenu Ha KYLUETKY — HauMCKOCOK, 4Tobbl nydlle BMAETb Apyr Apyra. [poro
CMOTpeNn B rnasa AeBYLUKE, HE 3Hasl, O YeM rOBOPUTb, OHA XXE OXXWMBMIEHHO BepTena
rONIOBOW, rNsiAS TO Ha HEro, To Ha Mebenb, TO Ha CBOM BUPIO30BLIN BpacneT — O4EBUAHO,
COBCEM HOBEHbKUA.

— MpaHYecKo CKOpO MPUAET, — COO6LUMNA OHA PaIoCTHO. — A NMoKa NoCUaM CO MHOM,
Tebe, HaBepHO, eCTb O YeM NopacckasaTb!

— O, — OTK/IMKHYACS Iporo, — NpaBo e, HUYEro 0CO6EHHOro, BCe Kak 06bIYHO...

— A noyeMy Tbl Ha MeHSl TaKk CMOTPULIL? — CNPOCUIa OHa. — S 4YTO, O4YeHb
M3MeHunacb?

HeT, [lporo aToro He Haxoawus, HaobopoT, OH 6bin Aaxke yaAMBAEH, YTO B AEBYLUKE
3a 3TM 4YeTblpe roga He MpPOM3OLLSIO CKOSbKO-HMOYAb 3aMeTHbIX NepeMeH. U Bce-Takm
YTO-TO B HEWM Pa304apoBasio €ro, YyBCTB, BO BCSKOM Cly4yae, OH HUKAKMX HE WUCMbITan.
EMy HMKaK He yaaBanocb 06pecTV NpPeXHWn TOH, 6e33N06HO-LIYTIMBbLIA U MOYTH
POACTBEHHbIN. OTYEro OHa CUAUT Ha KYLLETKE TaK YMHHO M CTApaeTCsl rOBOPUTb C HUM
Kak MOXHO ntobe3Hee? EMy 6bl CxBaTUTb €e 3a pyKy WM Cka3aTtb: «[la Tbl YTO, C yMa
cowna? C yero 3710 Tebe B36peno B rofioBy pasbirpbiBaTb YOMOPHYO aamy?» W Toraa
nenok CnoMaeTcsl...

Ho [lporo 4yBCTBOBan, YTo He MOXET 3TOro caenath. [epea HUM cuaen apyrom,
HE3HaKOMbI YENOBEK, YbM MbIC/TM OH MPOYMTaTb YXKEe He B cunax. A MOXET, OH CaM CTall
APYrM M Havyan pasroBop C dhanblnBON HOTbI?

— TuI? N3MeHunace? — nepecripocun Aporo. — HeT-HeT, HU4yTb.



— AX, Tbl, BEpPHO, FOBOPULLb Tak MOTOMY, YTO S MOAYPHENa, BOT U Bee. MpuaHaics!

Heyxenu 310 ckasana Mapus? U He B WyTKY, a cepbe3H0? [PKOBaHHN HeOBEepUMBO
CnyLwan ee n BCe xpaasn, KorAa e oHa nepectaHeT Tak MaHepHO ynblbaTbCsl, CTPOUTb 13
cebs HegoTPOry M paccMeeTcs Hag cobon xe.

«KoHeuHO, moaypHena, u ele Kak», — OTBeTMN Obl OH el B npexHue aobpble
BpeMeHa 1, 06HsIB 3a Tanuto, NpuTsaHyn 6bl k cebe. Ho Tenepb?... Tenepb 3TO BbIrNsAeno
6bl FNyrnoin, HEYMECTHOW LLYTKOM.

— [a HeT Xe, yBepsto Tebsi, — cka3an OH. — Tbl HM KanefbKn He M3MeHWNach,
YeCTHOe CJ10BO.

OHa MocMOTpefnia Ha Hero C HeloBEPUMBOW YrbIGKOW M MepeBenia pa3roBOp Ha
ApYroe.
— Tbl HACOBCEM BepHycsa?

[>xoBaHHK xpaan 3Toro Bonpoca. (Hago 6bino ckasaTth: «Bce 3aBUCUT OT Tebs» —
“nK YTo-HMBYAb B 3TOM poae.) Ho OH paccunTbiBan ycnblWwaTh €ro paHblle, ¢ Nopora,
€CnM yX en 3T0 [eUCTBUTENbHO Hebe3pasnnyHo. A Tenepb BOMPOC MpO3ByYan
HEOXWAAHHO M 3adaH 6bln BpoAe 6bl MPOCTO M3 BEXIMBOCTU, 63 NMPUYECKON
NOAOMNJIEKM, — @ 3TO Y)KEe COBCEM Apyroe Aeno.

B nonympake rocTMHOW HacTynuio MWHYTHOE MONYaHWe; U3 caga AOHOCUIIUCH
ronoca NTuu, a U3 Kakon-To AasibHEN KOMHATbl — MeASIEHHbIE U HEBbIPA3UTEbHbIE 3BYKM
dopTenbsaHo: A0MKHO ObITb, TaM YTO-TO pasyymBany.

— He 3Hal0, noka He 3Halo. [loka y MeHs TONbKO OTMNYyCK, — cKasan [poro.

— TonbKO OTNYCK? — Cpa3y Xe OTKMKHYyNacb Mapusi, 1 ronoc ee YyTb-4yTb APOrHy,
TO 11 CNy4YariHO, TO NN BblAaBasi pa3o4apoBaHUE UK JaXe OropyeHMe.

HeT, 4TO-TO UX AEWCTBUTENbHO Pa3aensino, Kakas-TO HEMOHSTHAasi, HeyroBMMas
3aBeca OTYY)XXAEHHOCTU, KOTOPasl HUKAK HE MOra paccesiTbCs: BEPOSATHO, OHA BO3HMKNA
BO BpPeMS pa3flyku, pocia MeasieHHO, AeHb 3a AHEM, MOMMUMO UX BOJN.

— Y MeHs ecTb aBa Mecsiua. MNotom s Mory nnbo BepHyTbCs, NMBo NonyunTb Apyroe
Ha3HayeHne — MOXeT 6bITb, M Cloaa, B ropoa, — nosicHun [poro.

MoanepxmBaTb pas3roBOp CTAHOBWIOCH BCE TpyAHee: B CYLHOCTWU, OH 6bin emy
6e3paznmyeH.

O6a nomonyanu. lMonyaeHHoe oueneHeHWe CNOBHO OBMAAEN0 ropoAoM; MTULbI
YMONKNKN, M3Janeka [AOHOCUAUCL TOMbKO aKKopAbl Ha (hOPTEMbSHO — YHbIIbIE W
METOAMNYHbIE; 3BYKM 3TN, CTAHOBUBLUMECS BCE BhILUE, BbILLE, 3aMOMHANN CO6OM BECL 10M,
1 66110 B HUX YAMBUTENbHOE YNOPCTBO NMPEOAOSIEHNS, XKaXAa BbiCKa3aTb UYTO-TO TAKOE,
YTO W BbICKa3aTb HEBO3MOXHO.

— JTO0 AoYKa MUKenu ¢ BepXHEero 3Taxa, — Cka3ana Mapus, 3aMeTus, 4To [HKoBaHHM
npucnyLIMBaeTCs.

— Tbl Beab TOXe KOrga-To urpana 3Ty Bellb, npasaa?

Mapusa rpaumo3HO CK/IOHWa rosIoBY, NPUCTYLINBASCH.

— HeT-HeT, 3TO0 CAMWKOM TpyAHas nbeca, HaBepHO, Tbl CAblwan ee rae-Hnbyab B
APYroM MecTe.

— A MHe nokasanocb... — 3ametTun [iporo.

3BYKM DOpTENbAHO NPOAO/IKAIN PACCKa3blBaTb O YbMX-TO My4YeHUsIX. [HKOBaHHM
BrnsiabiBascs B MOJSIOCKY CBeTa Ha KoBpe v ayMman o Kpenoctu, npeactasnsan cebe
TalOWMIA CHEr, Kanenb Ha TeppacaX, HesipKylo BeCHy B ropax, Npuxon KOTOpOWi
OTMEYaEeTCs NULLb NOSABNEHNEM MENIKMX LIBETOYKOB Ha Niyrax Aa pasnuTbiM B BO34yXe
3anaxoM CKOLIEHHOWN TpaBbl.



— Tenepb Tbl C MOMHbLIM MPaBOM MOXeELb X/0MOTaTb O MNepeBoae, — CHOBA
3arosopwsa AesylKa. — [locne CTONbKUX-TO NeT... TaM, B ropax, CKyyuila, HaBepHoe!

MocneaHne cnoBa OHa MpPOM3HECNa C JIErKMM pasfpa)KeHueM, CNoBHO KpenocTb
cTana en HeHaBUCTHa.

«Moxanyi, AeiCTBUTENBHO CKYYHOBATO, KOHEUYHO Xe, i npeanoyen 6bl ocTaThCs
3[1eCb, C TO6ON». ITa Xankas ppaza MOSHMEN NPOHECNACh Y HEFO B MO3rY, HO AaXe ee
BbIFOBOPUTb OH HE PUCKHYN. BaHanbHble C/oBa, XOTS M UX, BEPOSITHO, 6bifo Obl
A0BosibHO. OHako [pkoBaHHM He 6e3 OTBpalleHusl NoayMan, Kak Heneno nposBydani
6bl OHM B €ro ycTax, v XenaHue NPoU3HECTUN X TyT XKe yracso.

— B obuweM, ga, — OTBETUN OH, — HO AAHN NETAT TaK HE3AMETHO!

3ByKkM OPTEMBLAHO HE CTUXanW. M noyeMy 3TU akkopabl 3abUpatoTCs BCE BbILLE U
BbILLE, TaK HAYEM U HEe 3aBepLuasicb? [0-y4YeHNYECKN HEYBEPEHHbIE, OHN CO CMUPEHHOW
OTCTPaHEHHOCTbIO pacCKasbliBa/iM KaKyl-TO CTapylo, HEKOrAa AOPOrytd eMy UCTOpWIO.
Cpa3y BCMOMHWICS OAMH TYMaHHbIA Beyep, TYCK/blA CBET ropoackux coHapen, B
KOTOPOM OHWM BABOEM FyNSiOT MOA FOSbIMU AEPEBbSIMM MO MYCTbIHHOW annee; uayr,
AepXacb 3a PYKW, CMOBHO AETW, M He MOHMMAIOT, OTKyAa B3SI0Cb 3TO BHE3AMHO
HaxJIbIHYBLUEE OLLYLLEHNE CYACTbs. B TOT Beuep, NOMHUTCS, U3 OCBELLEHHBIX OKOH TOXE
AOHOCMNNCB 3BYKWN (DOPTENbSHO, U, XOTS 3TO Obl/IM, CKOPEE BCEro, CKYYHbIE 3K3EPCUCHI,
[DxoBaHHM M Mapun Ka3anocb, YTO HMKOrAa €Lle OHWM He Cbllanu Huyero 6onee
HEXHOro M MENOANYHOrO.

— KoHeuyHo, — fgo6aBun [poro HacMeLnMBbIM TOHOM, — TaM, HaBepXy, OCODbIX
pa3BeYEHUIN HET, HO Mbl Y)K KaK-TO MPUBBIK/IMN...

Ota 6ecefa B rOCTMHOW, rae BWTan 3anax LBETOB, MOCTEMNEHHO HayuHana
npuobpeTtaTb HaneT MO3TUYECKOM TpyCTW, CBOMCTBEHHOW MpPU3HAHUSIM B NOOBMW.
OuyeBnaHo, AyMan [PkoBaHHM, BCTpeYa Nocsie CTOMb MPOAO/HKUTENbHOM Pasnyku U He
Morna 6biTb MHOW... BO3MOXHO, Mbl €lle CyMeeM BOCKPECUTb MPEeXHee, Bedb Y MEHSs
BNepeam Uenbix ABa Mecsiua, Henb3s e Tak Cpa3y AenaTb OKOHYaTesbHble BbIBOAPI...
€CIn OHa ele nbut MeHs, a 6onble He BepHycb B Kpenoctb. Ho Mapusa Bapyr
obbsiBuna:

— BoT »anoctb! Yepes Tpu AHS Mbl C MaMon 1 [KOpAXUHON ye3xaeM. HaBepHo, Ha
HECKONbKO MecaueB. — TyT OHa cpa3y oxusunacb. — Mbl egem B [onnaHaumio!

— B lN'onnanguio?

[leByLlKa ¢ BOCTOProM 3aroBopusia O NPEeACTOSALLEM MyTELWECTBUM, O NOAPYXKAX, O
CBOMX JIOWIAASAX, O BECENbIX KapHaBasiax — BOoOLEe O CBOEW XM3HM, @ 0 [lporo coBceM
3abbina.

OHa y)Xe He Ka3anacb CKOBaHHOWM 1 ByATo AaXke noxopoluena.

— [NpekpacHas uaes, — ckasan [poro, 4yBCTBYS, KaK K ropsy noAKaTblBAaeT KOM
ropeuun. — B F'onnaHauu, g cnblwan, 3To nyywee Bpems roga. [0BOpSAT, TaM Uenble Nnons
UBETYLUNX THONbMNAHOB.

— [la, ceryac TaM, AOMKHO BbITb, 3aMevaTenbHO, — cornacmunace Mapus.

— BmecTo xneba ronnaHaubl BbipaWwmMBaOT po3bl, — NpoAo/MKan [PKOBaHHW cnerka
NU3MEHUBLLMMCS FONOCOM, — Be3e OA4HM POo3bl, @ HA4 HUMU BETPSAHbIE MENIbHULbI, TaKue
ApKMeE, CBEXEBbIKPALLEHHbIE...

— CBexeBbIKpalleHHble? — rnepecripocuna Mapus, y)ke paccribilaB HaCMELLKY B ero
ronoce. — Kak 310?

— Tak roopaT, — otBeTUN [pkoBaHHU. — [1a 9 U caM rae-To yuuTarn.



ConHeyYHasi NosIocKa Npornos3na Yepes BeCb KOBEP M yXKe NMoAHMManach no pesHom
TyMb€e NMCbMEHHOIO CToMa. [JeHb KIOHWUCA K BeYepy, 3BYKN DOPTENbSHO CTanu rnyLue,
Kakasi-To NTuua 3a CaAoM 3aBesia CBOK OAMHOKYIO MECHI0. [Iporo CMOTpes Ha peLleTky
KaMMHa — TOYHO Takas xe 6bina n B Kpenoctn. 310 CX0ACTBO HECKOMLKO €ro yTewmnno,
CNOBHO OH ybeauncs, 4to u ropoa, n Kpenoctb B KOHEYHOM CYETE OAMH U TOT XE MUP C
OOHVM U TEM XE XU3HEHHBbIM YKTaaoM. OAHaKo, KpOMe peLLETKN, HuYero obuero 1poro
6o/blle He Hallen.

— [1a, AO/MKHO 6bITb, 3TO KpAcuBO, — Cka3ana Mapwusi, onyctue rnasa. — Ho Teneps,
KOrZla Hadlo Y)Ke exaTb, Y MeHs npornana oxoTa.

— Yenyxa, Tak Bceraa 6biBaeT B NMocneaHUii MOMEHT: cobupaTh BeLM B AOpOry —
AENo HyaHoe, — cka3an [poro, MpuUTBOPMBLLMCL, BYATO HE TMOHA/ €€ HaMeKka Ha
AYLWEBHbIE NEPEXMNBAHMSI.

— [a HeT, 9 He 13-3a cbopoB, BOBCE HET...

TyT 6bl BCErO OAHO CI0BO, OZ1Ha 06bIKHOBEHHas pa3a, NoKa3blBatoLlasl, YTo 0The3z
AEBYLUKN €ro Orop4YaeT, YTo OH MPOCUT ee ocTaTbcs. Ho [Iporo He XOTen HU O YeM ee
NPOCUTb, CENYac OH 1 BNpsMb 6biN HE CNOCOBEH Ha 3TO, MO0 YyBCTBOBAsI, YTO CKa3zan
6bl Henpasay. M1 NOTOMY OH YMOJK, N306pa3nB Ha INLIE HUYErO He 3HaYaLlyto YIbIOKy.

— A He BbI/TK N1 HaM B caa? — NPeanoXuna HakoHel Mapusi, He 3Has, YTO CKasaTb
ewle. — ConHue yxe, HaBepHo, ceno.

OHu nogHanucb. Mapusi 3amonyana, C/I0BHO »Aasna, Koraa 3arosoput [poro, v no
ee B3rnsay npu xenaHmm MoXxHo 6b1no yragatb, 4To NtoboBb elle He coBCceM yracna. Ho
npv BMAe cafa Mblcnn [>KOBAHHWM YHEC/TUCb K CKYAHBLIM Nlyram, OKpy»aBLnM KpenocTb:
TaM TOXE CKOPO CTAHET Tensio M TpaBKa HauyHeT Xpabpo NpobmBaTbCs MeXAy KaMHAMW.
HaBepHO, MMEHHO B 3Ty NOpY COTHWU NeT Ha3aA KpenocTb ocaannu Tatapckue opabl.

— Kak Tenno, — ckasan [lporo, — a BeApb elle To/IbKO anpenb. BoT yBnanwb, CKopo
CHOBa MNOJILIOT AOXAMW.

Tak OH W cka3an, a Mapusi pacTepsiHHO YnblbHynacb M OTBETMNA 6eCLBETHbIM
roO/I0COM:

— [a, NeENCTBUTENBHO OYEHb XApKO.

1 06a NoHsINK, YTO BCE KOHYEHO. Tenepb OHM CHOBA Aaneku Apyr OT Apyra, U Mexay
HUMM — MYyCTOTa, TWETHO OHW TAHYNW APYr K APYry PpyKW: 3Ta MponacTb C KaXaom
MUHYTOWN yBEMYMBaNach.

[lporo noHwnMan, 4to ewe nbuTt Mapuio, NIOOUT ee MUpP, HO BCEe, YTO HaMoOHANO
€ro Ty, NPEeXHIO XWU3Hb, TeNnepb OTAANUNOCL. 3TOT MUP MPUHAANEXaN YXXe ApYyruM,
€ro MecTo TaM 3aHaTo. OH Tenepb Habnaan 3a HUM U3BHE, XOTS U He 6e3 coXaneHus,
HO BEPHYTbCSA eMy 6b110 TPYAHO: HOBbIE LA, HOBbIE MPUBbLIYKK, LLYTKKU, 060POTHI peyu,
K KOTOpPbIM OH He MpuMBbIK. 3TO Y)X€ He €ero >W3Hb, OH Mowesn no ApyroMmy nyTw,
BO3BpaLLaTbCs Ha3ag, rnyno n 6eccMblCieHHo.

MNMockonbky ®paHyecko BCce He wen, [poro 1 Mapus nonpowanuce C
npeyBeMYeHHOM CEepAEYHOCTbIO, MPU 3TOM KaXAbl CTapancss He BblAaTb CBOMX
Mbicned. Mapus Kpenko noXana eMy pyKy, rsias npsMo B rnasa. Bo3amMoXHO, 3TOT
B3rnaj Npu3biBan ero He ye3xaTb BOT TaK, HE BUHUTb €€, MOonbITaTbCA eLe cnactu To,
YTO KaXeTCs NOTEePSAHHbLIM?

OH TOXe NpucTanbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha Hee 1 CKasas:

— [o ceuaaHua. [lymato, 0 TBOEro oTbesza Mbl eLle yBuanMcs.

M ywen, He ornsiabiBasiCb, NO-BOEHHOMY YeKaHs Liar, Mo AOPOXKE, Beayllen K
BOpPOTaM, — TOJIbKO raJibka 3acKpunena y Hero noj Horamu.



XX

YeTblpex net cnyxbbl B Kpenoctn obbliyHO 6bI10 AOCTAaTOMHO ANs nepeBoda B
Apyroe MecTo, Ho [1poro, onacasicb Ha3HayeHus1 B Kakou-HMbyab AanbHWUMA FAPHU30H U
HaAesiCb OCTaTbCs B CBOEM ropoAe, pelmnn AobutbCcs NpMemMa y KoMaHamMpa avBm3nun. A
rMaBHOE — Ha 3TOM HacTamBana Mama. Haio AeicTBoBaTb CaMOMy, rOBOpUSa OHa, ecnu
He xo4elb, YTobbl 0 Tebe N03abbiNN, HUKTO HE CTAHET HU C TOrO HU C cero 3aboTUTbCS
0 [I>XOBaHHW, N, €CNIM OH CaM HUYEro He NPeAnpPUMET, ero, CKOpee BCero, onaThb YWOT
KyAa-HMbyab Ha rpaHuuy, B 3axonycTtbe. M MaMa nyctuna B XoA BCE CBOM CBSI3M, YTOObI
reHepan npvHan >koBaHHM 61aroCKNoHHO.

eHepan cuaen B CBOEM OrpoOMHOM kabuHeTe 3a 60/blUMM MUCbMEHHBIM CTOSIOM U
Kypun curapy. Bbin 0BblYHBIN AEHb, KaXXETCsl, AaXe AO0XA/MBLIM, @ MOXET, NpoCTo
nacMypHbIA. CTapuyok reHepan Ao6poaylHO BO33pWJICS B MOHOK/Ib Ha JielTeHaHTa
[poro.

— §1 xoTen Bac BMAETb, — NEPBbIM 3aroBOPW/I OH, C/IOBHO CaM 6blf1 UHULMATOPOM
3TOM BCTpeuu, — YTobbl y3HATb, Kak Aena TaMm, HaBepxy. Y ®dunuMope Bce B nopsiake?

— Korga s ye3xan, rocnoavH MOSIKOBHWK 4YyBCTBOBaN cebsi mpekpacHo, Bawe
npeBoCcxoanTenbCTBO, — 0TBETUN [poro.

eHepan nomonyan. 3aTeM, No-oTeyeckn rnokayas I'OJ'IOBOVI, 3aMEeTu.

— [loctaBunn xe Bbl HaM X1onoT co cBoen Kpenoctbto! Haa... 9 umetro B Buay
pa3MeTKy rpaHuubl. ICTopusi C 3TUM NenTeHaHTOM, Kak 6uLlb ero... Bbi3Bana 6onbluoe
Heya0BOILCTBUE ero BbICOYECTBa.

[poro He 3Han, YTo OTBETUTD.

— [a, TaKk BOT C 3TUM NIENTEHAHTOM... — NPOAOJIXKaN CBOM MOHOMOr reHepan, — Kak
ero pamunusa? ApayuHo, KaxeTcs?

— AHIyCTWHa, Balle NpeBOCXOANTENBCTBO.

— [a-Aa, AHryctuHa, BoT 6epoBsas ronosa! M3-3a rnynoro ynpsmMcrea nocTaBuTb
noA yaap pasMeTKy MOrpaHn4YHon nuHuW. He 3Halo, kak OHM TaM... Hy nagHo, bor c
HUMU!... — peLunTesnibHO 3aK/Ii04M OH, BbiKa3biBas CBOE BENMKOAYLUME.

— Ho no3BonbTe, Balle NpeBoCXoanTeNbCTBO, — OCMENWUICS 3aMeTuTb [Iporo, — Beab
AHryctuHa normb!

— Bo3M0OXXHO, 04YeHb AaXke BO3MOXHO, Bbl, O4EBUAHO, NPaBbl, S YXX 1 HE MOMHIO, KaK
TaM Bce 6bI/10, — OTMaxHy/NCs reHepan, CI0BHO pedb LA O Kakou-To Yenyxe. — Ho ero
BbICOYECTBO OblN1 BECbMa HE10BOJIEH, BECHMA!

['eHepan yMOJK 1 BOMPOCUTENIbHO NOCMOTpPen Ha [poro.

— Bbl NpULWINK... — CKa3an OH BeCbMa AMMIIOMATUYHO M MHOrO3HAYUTENbHO. — B
obLieM, Bbl 34ecb 3aTeM, 4To6bl NPOCUTbL O NEPeBOAE B ropod, He Tak nn? Bcex Bac
NoYeMy-TO TSHET B ropoA, Aa-fa, M HUKAK Bbl HE XOTUTE MOHSTb, UYTO TONbKO B
OTAQNIEHHbIX FAPHU30HAX M CTAHOBATCA HACTOSLLMMU CONAATaMMm.

— Tak TOYHO, BaLle NPEBOCXOANTENLCTBO, — OTBETWUN IKOBaHHM [1poro, B3BeLUVBas
KaXkZ10e C/I0BO M CTapasiCb AepxaTb cebsa B pykax. — S NOTOMY M OTCNYXWN TaM YeTbIpe
roaa.

— YeTblpe roga! B BaweM-To Bo3pacTe! Pa3Be » 3TO Cpok?! — CMesiCb, BOCK/IUKHY
reHepan. — 'OBOpO BaM He B yKOp, pa3yMeeTcsd... 1 MpOCTO MMen B BWUAy, YTO 3Ta
pacnpoCcTpaHEeHHas HblHE TeHAEHUMsl, NOXasyh, He CnoCoOCTBYET YKpEMNEHWUO AyXa
KOMaHgHoro cocraea.. — OH 3aMonyan, noTepsiB HUTb pasroBopa. [loTom,
COCpPefoTOUMBLLMCE, MpoAOMKaN: — YTo X, ronybumk, nonbITaeMcs ya0BNETBOPUTL BaLly
npocbby. Cenyac Mbl 3arnsiHeM B Ballie JIMYHOE AENO.



B oxnaaHnm OKYMEeHTOB reHepan 3aroBopus CHOBA:

— KpenocTb... KpenocTb BacTnaHu... NOCMOTPUM... Bbl 3HaeTe, NENTEHAHT, Kakoe
camoe ys3BMMOe MeCTO B KpenocTtn bactmaHn?

— MNpaBo, He 3Hato, Balle NpeBOCXOAUTENBbCTBO, — OTBETUN [poro. — MoxeT 6bIThb,
OHa CTOMUT C/IULLKOM YXX Ha oTwwumbe.

Ha nuue reHepana nosiBunacb CHUCXoAMTeNbHas obpoayliHas ynbibka.

— YT0 3a Mbicib! CTpaHHbIM Bbl BCE-TaKM HapoAa, MonoAble, — ckasan oH. — Ha
oTwmbe! YBepsito Bac, s 6 40 Takoro He AoAyMancs. XOTUTe, CKaxy BaM, B 4eM cnabocTb
Kpenoctu? B TOM, 4YTO TaM CNULIKOM BENNK rapHM30H. [la, cnuwkom Benuk!

— CnnwkoMm Benuk?

— BoT MMeHHO, — mpoaomkan reHepan, He 3ameyasl yaAMBIEHWUS NeWTeHaHTa, —
MMEHHO MO3TOMY MPUHSTO peLleHne M3MeHUTb ee ycTas. Kctatu, uto 06 3ToM aymatoT
B Kpenoctn?

— O yeM, Balle NPeBOCXOAUTENLCTBO? [MpoLuy NpoLLeHus...

— Kak 310 0 yemM? O HOBOM yCTaBe, 0 YeM Mbl 3eCb C BAMM TONIKYEM? — pa3Apa>KeHHO
CKasan reHeparn.

— Bnepsble 06 3TOM Cnbiwwy. YBepsito Bac... — 03agadyeHHo npobopmoTtan [poro.

— [Honyckato, 4To oduumanbHoe cooblieHe AENCTBUTENBHO elle He MpULINo, —
HECKOJIbKO CMAruYmnnca reHepan. — Ho 9 ayman, Bbl y)xe 3HaeTe, BeAb BOEHHble BCeraa
YXUTPSAIOTCA Y3HaBaTb BCE MEPBbIMMU.

— Bbl roBopute — HOBbLIM YCTaB, Balle MNPEBOCXOAUTENLCTBO? — CMPOCUII
3anHTEpeCcOoBaHHbIN [lporo.

— CokpaTuTb WTaThbl, FAPHU30H YMOSIOBUHUTbL, — OTpe3asn reHepasn. — Civwkom
MHOIr0 HapoAay, A BCcerga rosopus, Y4to 3Ty KpenocTb Hy>XXHO XOPOLLUEHbKO BCTPAXHYTH!

TyT BOLEN CTapwMi agbioTaHT C TOJICTON Nankon 6ymar. PackpbiB ee Ha 0O4HOM U3
CTONOB, OH BbIHY/T IMYHOE Aeno [KOBaHHM [Jporo v BPy4WUn €ro reHepasny, KOTOpbIi
npobexan CTpaHuubl OMbITHLIM [1a30M.

— Bce B nopsaake. — ckasan OH, — HO 34eCb He XBaTaeT, MO-MOeMy, MPOLIEHUS O
nepesoje.

— [lpoweHua o nepesoge? — cnpocun [Aporo. — S ayman, nocne 4veTblpex et
Cnyx6bl 3TO He 0bs3aTenbHO.

— B obwem, HeT, — ckaszan reHepan, U B ero rosoce Mpo3By4vasno sIBHOE
HeyOBOJ/IbCTBUE OTTOrO, YTO NPUXOAUTCA AaBaTb KakMe-TO 06bsSCHEHUS MnaweMy rno
3BaHMO. — Ho, MockonbKy ceryac Mbl MPOBOAMM TaKOe CEpbe3HOEe COKpalleHue
rapHU30Ha M BCe XOTAT NepeBecTucb 13 Kpenoctu, Hy>xHO cobnoaatb 04epeaHOCTb.

— Ho, Bawe npeBocxoanTenbCcTBo, B Kpenoctn 06 3TOM HUKTO He 3HaeT, U HUKTO
TaKoro npoLleHns elle He nogasarn...

eHepan obpaTunacs K CTaplieMy agbloTaHTy:

— KanuTtaH, y Hac eCTb y)Xe MpoLLeHns 0 nepesose 13 Kpenoctn bactmaHn?

— LWTyk gBaguath HabepeTcs, Balle NPeBOCXOAMTENbCTBO, — OTBETUS KanuUTaH.

BoT 3TO Aa, noayman olwapalweHHbin Oporo. OyeBMaHO, ToBapulm Mno cnyxbe
AEep>ann HOBOCTb B CEKpeTe, YTobbl 060MTH ero. Heyxxenu aaxxe OpTuyL Tak NOANO0 ero
obmaHyn?

— lMNpocTuTe 3a HAaCTONYMBOCTb, Balle NPEBOCXOANTENBCTBO, — OCMENMIICA 3aMETUTb
[lporo, MoHsIB, YTO ceryac peLlaeTcs ero cyabba, — HO MHe KaXKeTcsl, YTO, EC/IN YesIoBeK



OTCNYXXUN1 MoApsA YeTblpe rofa, 3TO MMeeT 6onbluee 3HauYeHUe, 4YeM Kakasi-To
dopManbHas ovepeaHOCTb.

— Bawwm yeTblpe roga — cywmin nycrsik, — XON0AHO U [AaXe HEMHOro O6WXKEHHO
BO3pa3wun reHepan. — [a, NEWTEHaHT, MNyCTSK MO CPaBHEHUIO C LIEION XXM3HbIO,
nposeaeHHorM B Kpenoct apyrumu. S, kOHe4yHo, Mor 6bl  6HnaroxkenartenbHo
paccMOTpeTb Ball panopT, Mor 6bl MOCOAEWCTBOBaTb BaM B BalleM 3aKOHHOM
CTPEM/NIEHNN, HO TOSIbKO HE LIEHOW MOMpaHusi CnpaBeanvBoCTU. K TOMy Xe TyT ele
NMPUHMMAIOTCS BO BHUMaHMWE 3aciyru...

[>xoBaHHW nobneaHen.

— BbIxoauT, Balle NpeBoCXOAUTENLCTBO, — CMPOCUN OH, e/le BOpoYas OT BOJIHEHUSA
A3bIKOM, — BbIXOAUT, A PUCKYIO NMPOBECTU TaM BCIO XKU3Hb?

— ...[a, Hago ewe NoCMOTpeTb, Kakne y BacC 3aciyru, — HEBO3MYTUMO NPoAoIKan
reHeparsn, He nepecrasas nuctaTb NMYHoe aeno poro. — A 4To Mbl nMeeM?... Hy BOT:
«[locTtaBuTb Ha BUA». NpaBaa, «[1ocTaBUTb Ha BUA» — 3TO HE CTOJb YX CEPbE3HO... Ara,
a 37ecChb eLle NpeHenpusaTHas UCTOPUS: y Bac TaM, KaXKeTcs, no owmnbke ybunu conaara...

— K coxxaneHuio, Balle NpeBOCXOAUTENBLCTBO, A HE...

— MHe Hefocyr BbICNyLIMBATh BallyM OMpaBAaHUS, NEWTEHAHT, — npepBan OH. —
MoiMKTe, S UATal TO, YTO HaMMCaAHO B BALUEM paropTe, W AOMYCKAlD AaXe, UYTO 3TO
AENCTBUTENBHO Obl1 HECYACTHBIN Cyyal, Takoe, YBbl, ObIBAET... HO OCTa/lbHbIE BalLK
KOJIIErM CyMenm e Takux cinydyaes usbexatb... 1 roToB caenaTb 4SSl Bac BCE, YTO Mory,
S COrNacuncsa NpUHSATbL BaC IMYHO, CaMy BUAUTE, HO Tenepsb... BoT ecnv 6bl Bbl Noaanu
npoLueHne Mecsal Hasag... CTpaHHO, YTO Bbl HE B Kypce Aena... 9To, KOHEYHO, CEpbe3HOE
ynyLieHue.

MpexHero Ao6poayLIHOro TOHA Kak He 6biBano. Tenepb reHepan roBopun cyxo u
HaCTaBUTENIbHO, C €[1Ba Y/IOBMMbIMIM HacMeLLSIMBLIMA HOTKaMK B rofioce. [Jporo noHsin,
yTO Ben cebsi NO-UANOTCKM, UTO MPUATENN HAZYNM €ro, YTO Yy reHepana CloXuIocb O
HEM BeCbMa HEBbIFOAHOE BMEYaT/IEHME U TYT YX HWYEro He noaenaewb. OT TakoW
HeCnpaBea/IMBOCTU Y HEro AaXke 3alleMWno B rpyau, rae-To OKONMo cepaua. A MOXET,
MHe BoobLle 6pocuTb BCe, YWTU B OTCTaBKYy, NnoayMan oH. He ympy xe s ¢ ronoay, B
KOHLIE KOHLIOB, KaKne Mou rofbi?...

FeHepan no-CBOMCKWU noMaxasn eMy pyKow.
— Hy 4T0 X, NnenTeHaHT, A0 cBuaaHus. U rnsauTe Becenen!

[lporo 3acTbll B CTOMKE «CMUPHO», LWENKHYN KabnykaMu, OTCTYNU K ABEPU U YXe
Ha nopore oTAasn YecTb.

XXI1

CTYK NOLUaAMHbIX KOMbIT BHOBb PA3HOCKTCS! MO MyCTbIHHOM JIOWMHE, NnopoXaas B
TULLIMHE YLLENWI TYNKOE 3X0, KYCTbl Ha BEPLUMHAX YTECOB 3aCTbliM B HEMOABWUXHOCTY,
XENnTasi TpaBa He LUENOXHETCs, Aaxe obnaka NbliByT Mo Heby C Kakoi-To 0cobol
MEANMTENbHOCTbIO. KOHb He chelwa uaeT B ropy no 6enoit gopore: [PKOBaHHU
BO3BpaLLaeTcs.

[a, 310 [poro: Tenepb, KOraa oH NpubnM3nncs, ero Ierko MoOXHO y3HaTb, HO YTO-
TO He BMAHO Ha ero fimue neyaTtun rnybokux nepexmBaHnii. UTak, oH He B36yHTOBasCS,
He noaan B OTCTaBKy, 6€3ponoTHO NpornoTui 0bmuay, CMMPUICS C HECNPaBeAIMBOCTbIO
1 BO3BPALLAETCS Ha CBOE e MecTo. B rnybuHe Aywmn OH UCMbITbIBAET AaXe KaKoe-TO
YAOBNETBOPEHME OTTOro, YTO BCe 06OLWNOCHL B €ro »XM3HM 6e3 pe3knx nepemeH, 4Tto
Tenepb MOXHO MPECNOKOMHO BEPHYTbCS K MPEXHUM NpuBbIYKaM. [poro TewuTt cebs
HaAeXaamMu, YTo Koraa-HmMbyab BO3bMET pPeBaHLU, OH AyMaEeT, YTO BNepean y Hero elle
y/iMa BpeMeHM, B 00LLEM, OH OTKa3blBaeTcs OT Meno4Hou 60pbbbl 3@ MecTo nof



conHueM. Huyero, AyMaeT OH, elle NpuaeT AeHb, KOrAa XU3Hb LWeapo 3ani1aTtuT emMy no
BCEM cyeTaM. A Mexay TeM COMEPHUKM, SPOCTHO TECHS APYr Apyra, YTobbl BbipBaThCA
Bneped, Ha bery obxoaat [poro u, aaxe He OrNsHyBLUMCb, OCTaBMSIOT €ro rosaau.
[lporo HeOyMeHHO CMOTPUT UM BCeA, U ero OXBaTblBalOT HEMPUBLIYHLIE COMHEHMS: A
BOPYr OH AEWCTBUTENBHO OLIMGCA? BApyr OH M BMpsiMb 06bIKHOBEHHbIN YEN0BEK M HU Ha
YTO, KPOMe BIMOJIHE 3aypsiiHOM Cyabbbl, PacCUMTbIBaTh HE AOHKEH?

[xoBaHHM [poro noaHuMMancs K oAMHOKOM KpemnocTu TOYHO TaK e, Kak B TOT
[aneKknii CEHTA6PbCKMIM AeHb. TONBbKO TENEPbL MO APYry CTOPOHY SOLLMHBI OH HE YBUAEN
He3HaKoMoro oduuepa M Ha MOCTY, rae COeanHSIIUCbL ABE AO0pOrn, He BCTPETUNCS C
kanutaHoM OpTULOM.

Ha 3ToT pa3 [lporo exan B OAWMHOYECTBE, NpeAaBasiCb Pa3AyMbsM O CBOEWN XKU3HMW.
OH Bo3Bpaulancs B Kpenoctb Bor BecTb Ha KakoM CPOK MMEHHO B TO BpPeMs, Koraa
MHOrMe ero ToBapuvLLIM HaBceraa noknaanu 3Tu cTeHsbl. [a, ToBapuyLm oka3anucb bonee
NMPOBOPHbLIMK, AyMan [poro, He WCKIYEHO, YTO OHW U BMpPsSIMb [JOCTOMHEE €ro: Bedb
npoucLuealee MoXXHO 06bSICHUTb U Tak.

Yem 6onblie nNpoxoauno BpeMeHW, TeM 6onblie KpenocTb yTpaumBana CBOe
3HayeHue. Koraa-To AaBHO 3TO Obin, BEPOSITHO, BaXKHbI FAPHWU30H, MO KpaHen Mepe
TaKk cyMTanocb. A Tenepb, koraa wrat Kpenoctn cokpaTsaT BABOE, OHA CTAHET BCEro
MWL 3anacHOM Mperpajo, He WMEILWEN HMKAKOro CTpaTernyeckoro 3HayeHwus.
[lep>xann ee C €AMHCTBEHHOWN LeNblo — HEe OroMsiTb 3TOT Y4YacTOK rpaHuubl. HUKTO u
MbIC/IM HE AOMnyckan 06 yrpo3e HanafeHUs CO CTOPOHbI CEBEPHOM MYCTbIHW. Yero Tam
MOXHO 6blN0 OXunAaTb? Pa3Be YTO NosiBNEHMsI Ha nepeBasne Kakoro-HWbyab kapaBaHa
KOYEBHUKOB. M 3TO XU3Hb?

Morpy>XeHHbIN B Takme BOT pa3MbllieHns, [iporo Aobpancs Bo BTOPOM MOSIOBUHE
AHS A0 Kpas nocneaHero nnaTo v ysuaen snepeamn Kpenoctb. OHa yxe He Hecna B cebe,
Kak B TOT, NEPBblA pa3, HMKAKOM BOMHYKOLWEN TaWHbl. B cywHoctn, 310 6bina
0ObIKHOBEHHasl MOrpaHM4YHas 3acTaBa, XaJlkasi KPenocTuLUKa, CTeHbl KOTOpPOW He
BblAepXKanu 6bl U HECKONbKMX YacoB 0bCcTpena apTunnepuein nocneaHero obpasua. C
TEYEHMEM BPEMEHM OHA COBCEM pa3pylUTCS: YXEe W Cerdac HekoTopble 3ybupbl
MCKPOLUMNCB, @ OANH 3EMSIHOM Ba/l COBCEM OCbINancs, HO HUKTO He cobmpasncs HUYero
UYUHUTD.

Tak ayman [lporo, CTosi y KOHUa NnaTo W rnsaas, Kak YyacoBble XOAST B3aA-Bnepen
Mo Kpato cTeHbl. Onar Ha Kpbllle 6eccunbHo cBecuncs, Tpybbl HE AbIMUIUCH, HU €ANHOMN
XXMBOW AyLIM He 6blN0 BUAHO Ha nnaLly.

Kakas cky4yHasi xu3Hb y Hero Briepeaun! Becenbin Mopenb, ckopee Bcero, yeaet
OOHWM U3 nepBblX, Uy [Jporo He oCTaHeTCs NpakTUYeCKM HU oAHOro npusatens. Bce Ta
Xe KapayfbHas cnyxba, Ta XXe urpa B KapTbl Aa M3peaka Bbinasku B Gnvdkanwyto
[AEPEBHIO, TAE MOXHO BbINMUTb YEro-HMOYAb M HAUTWU HEMPUTA3ATENbHYO NOAPYXKKY Ha
yacok. Kakoe yboxecTtso, ayman [poro. N Bce xe 6bi1o Hen3bacHMMOe 04YapoBaHue B
3TUX KOHTYpaXx XeNTbIX peayToB, Kakasi-To TalHa rHe3amnacb BO TbMe 060pOHUTENbHbIX
pBOB, B CyMpayHbIX Ka3ematax. /I BCe 3TO cO34aBano He nepeaaBaeMoe CioBaMu
npeaoLLyLEHNE rPAaYLLMX COObITUN.

B Kpenoctn ero »xganu BCAKME MNepeMeHbl. B CBA3M C NpeacTosBLUMM OTbe3A0M
MHOrMX 0MLEPOB M CONAAT MOBCIOAY Lapunio HeobbluaiHoe oXxuBeHMe. Ele HUKTO He
3Has1 TOYHO, YbW MMEHHO MpoLleHns byayT yaoBNeTBOpeHbl, N oduLepbl — @ OHU MOYTH
BCE NoAanu panopTbl C Npocbbor 0 NepeBoAe — XU OAHOM TOMUTENbHOW HaAEXa0M,
no3abbIB 0 NpexXHeM cny>xebHoM peeHuun. Jaxke dunumope (Npo Hero-To 6b110 N3BECTHO
HaBepHsika) cobupancs MOKMHYTb KPENoCTb, U YXKE OAHO 3TO HapyLlano HOpMasbHbIV
XoA Belen. becnokoMcTBO nepedanock M confartaM, MOCKOMbKY 3HauUUTENbHas YacTb



POT — TOYHOIO YMC/a eLLe He CoobLMN — AoKHa bbina Nnepeba3npoBaTbCst Ha PaBHUHY.
Ha [aexypcTBO BbIXOAMMM HEOXOTHO, HEPEAKO K MOMEHTY CMeHbl Kapayna OoTpsiabl
6blBanM He rOTOBbI, BCE BAPYr peLWWIn, 4YTo cobnogaTb Takoe MHOXECTBO Mep
NpeaoCTOPOXXHOCTM Yo U 6€CCMbICIEHHO.

Kasanocb o4eBMAHBIM, YTO NMPEXHUE HAAEXAbl, MYCTble MEYTHI O BOMHCKOMN CnaBe,
OoXuaaHue NPOTUBHWUKA, KOTOPbIA AOMKEH Obln HarpsiHyTb C ceBepa, — BCe, BCe 6bino
NULLb UAO3MEN, MOMbITKON NPUAATb KakKoW-TO CMbICNT CBOEM XWU3HU. A Tenepb, Koraa
nosiBUIaCb BO3MOXHOCTb BEPHYTbCS B LMBWIM30BAHHOE 0OLWIECTBO, TO, YTO 6bINO
npexae, Kas3anoCb Manb4UuLLIECTBOM, HUKTO HE Xenan NpU3HaTbCs, YTO OH Ha YTO-TO
Haaesincs, 6onee Toro — BCAKUIA FOTOB Obl1 MOCMEATLCA Ha COBCTBEHHBIMU FYMbIMU
Haaexaamu. FnaBHoe Tenepb — yexaTb. OduLepsl, 406MBasCb NepeBoaa, UCNoNb30Bau
NPOTEKLMIO, 1 B AyLlEe KaXAabl 6bl YBEPEH, UTO YXK €ro-TO He 060MAaYT.

— A Tbl? — 33paBanu [PKOBAHHM HU K YeMy He 06s3biBaloLMI BOMPOC Te CaMble
TOBApULLM, KOTOPbIE CKPbINIYM OT HEr0 CTO/b BaXKHYIO HOBOCTb, YTOObI M36aBUTLCA OT
NNLLIHEro KOHKYpPEeHTa. — A Tbl? — CnpalLnBann OHU €ro.

— MHe, KaK BWAHO, MpUAETCA OCTaTbCHA 3[eCb eule Ha HECKOJSIbKO MecsueB, —
oTteeyan [poro.

N Toroa BCe MPUMHUMaNUCb €ro yTewaTb: HWYero, 4yepT nobepu, Ckopo U Tebs
nepeBeayT, 3To byaeT bonee YeM CNpaBeasIMBO, HE HAAO YHbIBaTb — U TaK Aasee.

Cpeau Bcex Tonbko OpTuUL, Ka3anocb, HUYYTb HE U3MeHuncs. OpTUL He NPoCKn O
nepeBo/E, €ro y)Ke MHOr0 NIET BCE 3TO HE MHTEPECOBAsIO; O TOM, YTO rapHU30H KpenocTtu
COKPALLAETCS, OH Y3HasN MOCNeAHUM U MOTOMY He ycnen npeaynpeautb Aporo. OpTul,
paBHOAYWHO Habnoaan 3a BCEOOWMM CMSITEHMEM YMOB M C OObIYHBIM YycepaveM
3aHMMancsa aenamu Kpenoctu.

Ho BOT HakoHeL, Ntoan AeUCTBUTENBHO Havanun ye3xaTb. Bo ABope oaHa 3a apyrom
NOSIBNSNNCL TENern, Ha KOTOpble FPy3USIM Ka3eHHOe WMMYLLECTBO, U OAHA 3a ApYrom
BbICTPauBanunCb pPoTbl ANS MPOLLANbHOMO LiepeMoHuana. [ONKOBHMK KaXabll pa3
crnyckancs M3 cBoero kabuHeta, 4TOObl MPOM3BECTM CMOTP, WM MPOM3HOCMA nepea
CONAaTaMM HECKOMbKO MpPOLLAsbHBIX CMIOB: FOMOC Y HEro 6bl1 HEBbIPA3UTENbHBIN U
yracLuuit.

MHorve 13 omLepoB, NPOXMUBLLUMX 3€Cb, HABEPXY, HE OAMH Fof U Ha NPOTSHXKEHUM
COTEH W COTEH AHEW BrAsAbIBaBLUMXCS C BbICOTbl peyToB B 6Ge3M0AHYI0 CEBEpHYIO
MyCTbIHIO, MHOTME U3 TeX, YTO BEYHO CrOpWIM O BO3MOXHOCTM WM HEBO3MOXHOCTU
BHE3aMHOM BPa)XECKOM aTaku, Tenepb yesxanu C TOPXKECTBYIOLWMM BUAOM, NOAMUIHYB
HanocneaoK OCTAKLWMMCA APY3bsiM, U BO FN1aBe CBOMX OTPSAOB HanpaBs/iuCb B CTOPOHY
AONWMHbI, KApTMHHO M3604YeHsICb B ceane, M Aaxe He obopauvBanucb, 4TObbl B
MOCNEeAHMI pa3 B3rNsiHyTb Ha CBOKO KpenocTb.

Tonbko y Mopensi, ogHa)abl COTHEYHbIM YTPOM TOXE BbICTPOMBLLErO BO ABOPE CBOWA
B3BOA A/N1S1 MPOLLAHUS C KOMEHAQHTOM, KOrAa OH, CantoTysl, OMyCTWA Wnary u otaan
KOMaHAy, B rnasax 6/1ecHynun cnesbl U APOrHyn ronoc. [>koBaHHWU, MPUCTIOHUBLLUMCH K
CTeHe, Habnodan 3a 3TOW CLEHKOW U ApY>XEeCKU YnblbHyncsi, koraa Mopenb npoexan
MUMO HEro K BopoTaM. Bo3MOXHO, OHM BUAENUCL B MOCNEAHWI pa3, U [PKOBaHHM NOAHEC
PYKY K KO3bIpbKY, OT@aBasi YeCTb, KaK MOSIOXXEHO MO YCTaBy.

MOTOM OH BEpHYyNCs B XOfioAHble Aaxke NIETOM M C KaXabiM AHeM Bce 6onee
nycTeBlWwMe nepexoabl Kpenoctu.

Mpu MbiciK, 4YTO M Mopenb yexan, QAyWeBHas paHa OT MepeHeCeHHoM
HeCnpaBeA/IMBOCTM HEOXMAAHHO BHOBb OTKPbINAch M 3aHblia. [PKOBaHHU OTMpPaBWCS
Ha nouckn OpTuLa 1 YBUAEN Ero Ha BbIXoAe M3 KabMHeTa C naykon bymar.



— 3ApaBCTBYIMTE, FOCNOAMH Maiiop, — CKa3as OH, Mas PSAOM.

— 3npaBcTByiTe, [lporo, — otBeTUn OpTuUL, OCTaHaBAMBasiCb. — YTo HOBOro? Mory
91 6bITb BaM 4YeM-HUbyAb noneseH?

[poro aenctBuTenbHO XoTen cnpocutb OpTuua 06 oaHow Bewwu. Aeno 6binio
MPOCTOE, COBEPLUEHHO HECMELLHOE, U BCe-TaKM YXKe HECKOIbKO AHEN OHO HE AaBasio eMy
MOKOS.

— lpocTtnTe, rocnoaMH Mawmop, — Ckasan OH, — MOMHWUTE, Koraa s npubbin B
KpenocTb, 370 6bI710 YETbIPE C NOMIOBUHOWN roAa Hasaa, Malop MaTTu ckasan MHe, YTo
30€eCb OCTAKTCA CNY>XMWUTb TONbKO A06pOBONBbHO? YTO, €CM KTO-TO XO4YeT yexaTb, OH
MOXXeT 3TO cAenaTb CoBepLUeHHO cBoboAHO? [OMHUTE, 1 BaM 06 3TOM pacckasbiBan? 1o
cnosaM MaTTu BbIXOAUNO, YTO MHE HAANEXMUT TONIbKO NMPONTU MEAULMHCKMIA OCMOTpP —
MPOCTO TaK, YTobbl UMeTb (hopMasbHbIA MPEANor, pa3Be YTO, CKa3an OH, 3TO MOXET
BbI3BaTb HEKOTOPOE HEeYAO0BObCTBME NOSIKOBHUKA.

— [a-pa, 4To-TO Takoe CMYTHO MPUMOMMUHAD, — OoTBETMN OpTUL, C YyTb 3aMETHbLIM
pasapaxeHneM. — Ho, npoctute, goporon [Jporo, cemnyac MHe...

— MUHYTKY, rocnoamH Mamop... loMHUTE, YTOObI HE MPUYMHSTL HUKOMY Heya06CTBa,
S1 COrNacuncsa OCTaTbCs 34eCb Ha YeTblpe Mecsaua? Ho ecnmn 6bl 91 BCe-Taku 3axoTen, To
mor 6bl yexaTb, NpaBaa?

— Sl noHumato Bac, [poro, apyxuwe, — ckaszan OpTuy, — HO Bbl BeAb He OAWH
TaKOW...

— Bbixogut, — 3ananbumBo nepebun ero [IXOBaHHW, — BbLIXOAMT, BCe 3TO Oblan
NPOCTO OTrOBOPKM? BbiIxoauT, Henpasaa, YTo ecnm Obl 1 3axoTen, To Mor 6bl yexaTb? U
B 3TOM MeHs ybexkxaanu TonbKo Ans Toro, 4tobbl 1 Ben cebst CMUPHO?

— O HeT! — BoCcKMKHYN Manop. — S He AyMato... BbibpocbTe 3T0 M3 ronoBbi!

— He kpuBMTE AYLLOW, FOCNOANH Manop, HEYXXENW Bbl U BNPSIMb BEpUTE, U4TO MaTTu
roBOpW/ TOraa npasay?

— [a Beab M CO MHOM 6bIN0 NPUMEPHO TaK... — YCTABMBLUMUCL B MON, cka3an OpTuu
CMYLLEHHO. — Sl TOXXe MeuTan o bnecTawen Kapbepe...

OHW CcTOSiMM B OOHOM W3 [JIMHHbIX KOPUAOPOB, M WX rosioca rynko n nevanbHo
OTpakasimcb OT rOJbIX CTEH.

— Crano 6bITb, Henpaaa, YTo BCex OduMUEepOB Ha3Hayanu Coga TOMbKO MO KX
NMYHOM npocbbe? Becex, kak U MEHs, 3aCTaBMM OCTaTbCA 34€Cb, BEAb TaK?

OpTuL Mon4an, KOBbIPSISt KOHLLOM cabnn B LWenn KaMeHHoro nona.

— A Te, KTO OCTanucb iKObbl N0 COHBCTBEHHOMY XXENaHWo, BbIXOAUT, 0bMaHbIBann
MeHs? — gonbiTbiBancs [poro. — MoyeMy e HU Yy KOro He XBaTWI0 MyXeCTBa CKasaTb
npasay?

— [la HeT, aymato, BCe He COBCEM TakK, — oTBeTWU OpTul. — Koe-KTo AencTBUTENbHO
oCTarics Mo cBoew Bone. HeMHorne, cornaceH, u TeEM He MeHee...

— KT0? CkaxkuTe Xe, KTO MMeHHO0?! — Bbinanun Jporo, HO MrHOBEHHO CNOXBATUCS:
— ORn, npocTuTe, roCNoAuH Marop, s Belb COBCEM He Bac MMeN B BUAY, MHOrAa CloBa
CaMu CpbIBatOTCA. ..

OpTuy ynblb6HYyNCS.

— [la n g Beab He 0 cebe roBopwi. ECnm yXK Ha TO NOLWIO, S TOXE OCTaNcs 34eCb No
0b6sa3aHHoCTH!

OHM ABUHYNIMCb 60K 0 BOK MO KOPUAOPY MUMO Y3KMX, 3abpaHHbIX PELLETKON OKOH,
3a KOTOPbIMK BUAHENCS MYCTbIHHbIM NaL nepen KpenocTblo, ropbl C l0)KHON CTOPOHbI U
obnayka napa — Tensoe AblXaHWe AOMNNHbI.



— Tak 410 X, BbIXOAUT, — 3arosopwun [poro nocne HenpoaoHKUTENBHOMO
MOJTYaHUSA, — BCE 3TN CTPACTU, 3TN CZTYXM O TAaTapCKUX OpAaX... B HUX HUKTO, 3HAYMT, U
He Bepun?

— Ewe kak Bepunu! — ckazan Optuu. — Bepunu. JencTBUTENBHO...

[lporo nokayan rosioBoM.

— Huyero He noHWMalo, YecTHoe...

— Hy yTto 9 Mory BaMm ckasaTb? — nepebun ero manop. — Bce 310 He Tak MpoCTo...
30eCb, HaBepxy, JTOAM XUBYT MOYTU KaK B CCbISIKE. Hy)KHa e Kakaa-To OTAyLWnHa, noan
[AO/DKHBI HA YTO-TO HageaTbes. KoMy-To nepBoMy B36peno 3TO B F0f10BY, NMOTOM MOLUIN
pa3roBOpbl O TaTapCKMX OpAax, pa3Be Tenepb y3Haellb, KTO MMEHHO MyCTWU/ CITyx?...

— MoxeT, Aeno B CaMOM MECTHOCTU? — pa3Mbilunsn poro. — Beab kak nornsiauib
Ha 3Ty NYCTbIHIO...

— [a yX, MEeCTHOCTb, AEWCTBUTENbHO... [lyCTblHSl, TyMaHHasi AbIMKa BAanw...
MecTHOCTb pacnonaraeT. — lNogyMaB HEMHOrO, OH 3aroBOPW/ CHOBA, Kak Obl oTBeYas
camoMmy cebe: — TaTtapel... Aa YK, Tatapsbl... CHa4ana, KOHe4yHo, 3TO Ka3anoch rynocTblo,
a NoToOM BCe MOoBepwUSInN, BO BCAKOM Crlyyae, MHOT1e.

— Ho BbI, rocnoanH Marnop, NpocTuTe, Bbi-TO...

— S — ppyroe neno, — nporosopwi OpTud. — S NpyHaanexy K ctapLiemMy rnokosIeHuto,
Y MEHSl HeT HMKaKMX YeCTOsSOObMBbLIX MOMBICTIOB O Kapbepe, MeHs yCTpauBaeT Takoe
CMOKOMHOE MecTo... A BOT Y Bac, IEWTEHAHT, Y Bac eLle BCs XWU3Hb Bnepeaun. Yepes roa
— HYy MaKCMMyM 4yepes nosaTopa — Bac nepeseayT...

— BoH oH, Mopenb, cyactnmeumnk! — BOCKIMKHYN [lporo, oCTaHaBNMBasACb nepen
OLHUM M3 OKOLLIEK.

Ha ronoi n BbIXOKEHHOW CONMHUEM paBHMHE (Urypku conaaT, YAansBLUMXCS MO
NnnaTo, BbIPUCOBLIBA/INCb OYEHb YETKO. HECMOTPS Ha TsHKeNeHHble paHLubl, Waraam OHM
604p0 1 yBEpPEHHO.

XX11

MocneaHsis poTa, KOTOPOW MPEeACTosiyio NMOKMHYTb KpenocTb, 6bina NocTpoeHa BO
ABOpe, 1 OCTaloLmMecs AyManm O TOM, YTO C 3aBTpaLLHEro AHS HAYHETCS HOBas XW3Hb
Tenepb YXX coBCceM HeHObLIOrO rapHM30Ha. BceM He Tepnenocb NOKOHYMTb HaKOHeL, C
3TMMM 3aTSHYBLUMMUCS MPOBOAAMW, HAOA0ENO 3NUTbCS, MNSAs, KaK ye3xaloT Apyrue.
NTak, poTa yxe 6bina NoCTpoeHa, Xaanu TONbKO MOAMONKOBHMKA HMKONO3M: Ha 3TOT
pa3 napajg Ao/MKeH 6bin NpuUHMMaTh OH. Ho TyT BHMMaHWe [poro npuBMeK NenTeHaHT
CnMeoHHN, BepHee, CTpaHHOE Bblpa)XeHWe ero smua.

JleviteHaHT CUMEOHM Yyxe Tpu rofa cniyxwun B KpenocTu, U BCe Haxoaunu ero
A06bpbIM ManbiM, HedanekuM, npasga, rpyboBaTbiM, HO CTapaTeNbHO MCMOMHSIOWMM
MpuWKasbl Ha4YanbCTBa U NPEBbILLE BCEMO CTaBALLMM (DM3NYECKYIO NOArOTOBKY. Bbiias BO
ABop, CMMeoHN Havan 6ecrnoKOoMHO OrNsAbIBAaTLCA MO CTOPOHAM, CNOBHO MLLA, KOMY 6bl
COOOLMTb KaKYK-TO BaXHYHO HOBOCTb. KOMYy MMEHHO, AN HEero, O4eBMAHO, HE UMENOo
3Ha4YeHMs, TaK KaK HU C KEM OH He 6bin 0cobeHHO 6/1M30K.

3ameTuB, 4To Aporo HabnoaaeT 3a HUM, CMMeOoHM noaoLwen 1 TUXO CKasan:

— Nan nocmoTtpu. Ckopee. Nan nocmoTpw.

— A yTO Takoe?

— S pexypio Ha TpeTbeM peayTe, BbICKOYM BOT Ha MMHYTKY. Kak TOMbKO
ocBoboamwbes, npuxoan. TaM 4TO-TO HenoHsTHoe. — OH cnerka 3anbixasncsi, CI0BHO
nocne Npobexku.

— ['pe? Yto Tbl BUAEN? — CNPOCUIT 3aUHTPUIOBaHHbIN [poro.



B 3TOT MOMEHT TpuXAbl NpocUrHanuna Tpyba, U conaaTbl BbITIHYINCL MO CTOMKE
«CMMPHO», TaK KaK K HAM HanpaBnsicsa KOMeHAaHT npuileawen B ynaaok Kpenoctu.

— Mopoxaun, Koraa OHW ynayT, — cka3an CMMEOHM OXBauyeHHOMY HeTepreHueM
[poro, XxoTs BOSIHOBATLCS, NO-BUANMOMY, BbIsI0 He 13-3a Yero. — Ckopee 6bl OHM yLunu!
Yke nsATb AHEN s Bce cobupatoch CkalaTb, HO CHavana nyckam 3Tn ybepyTcs oTcloAa.

HakoHeL, nocne KpaTKOro HamnyTCTBEHHOro cnosa HWKOMO3M M NpoLWanbHOro
CUrHana Tpybbl 3KUNUPOBAHHbIE B pacyeTe Ha AONrUMA MyTb CONAATHI, TSHXKENO Tonas,
BbILLIM 3@ BOpOTa Kpenoctn 1 HanpaBuiUCb B CTOPOHY A0MMHBIL. CTosin ceHTabpb; Hebo
6bIN10 CepbIM U CKYYHbIM.

CuMeoHM noTalumn 3a cobor [poro No ASMHHBLIM MYCTbIM KOPUAOPAM K TPETbEMY
peayTy. Mpovias Yyepes KapaysiKy, OHU OYYTUINCb Ha CMOTPOBOM NJIOLLAAKE.

JlenteHaHT CMMeoHM AoCTan MoA30pHYyt0 Tpyby u ykasan [poro Ha HebosbLion
TPeyronbHbIA Y4aCTOK paBHUHbI, HE 3aC/TIOHEHHbIN rOpaMMu.

— Y10 TaM Takoe? — crnpocun [poro.

— CHavana nocmoTpu caMm. Bapyr s owmnbcs. MoCcMOTpU U CKaXW, eCTb TaM 4YTo-
HMOYab UNK HeT.

O6nokoTMBLWMCE O napaneT, Aporo BHMMATENbHO Ornsiaen rnycTbliHIO U B OKYNsIp
MoA30pHOM Tpy6bl, MpuHaanexaswen NMYHO CUMEOHM, OTYETIMBO YBUAEN KaMHMU,
NOXOWHbI, PEAKUIA KYCTAPHUK, XOTS HaXOAUIUCb OHM OY€EHb AANEKO.

Y4acToK 3a y4acTkoM [poro npocMaTpuBan 3TOT TPEYroSIbHUK U yXXe XOTeN CKa3aTb,
YTO HET, HMYEro 0CObeHHOrO OH HE 3aMeTu/1, Kak BAPYr B caMou rnybuHe, TaMm, rae Bce
CNMBANoCb C HEM3MEHHOW NENEHON TyMaHa, EMY NMOMEPELLNIOCh KaKoe-To ABMXKYLLIEECs!
YepHoe NATHbLILLKO.

OH BCe CTOs1/1, OnepLUMChb O napaneT, U CMOTpen B NOA30pHYHO Tpyby, a cepaue ero
6eweHo konoTmnocb. CoBCEM Kak ABa roAa Hasaj, nogyman OH, Koraa BCe peLuunnn, 4to
noaxoAuT Bpar.

— Tbl MeeLwb B BUAY BOH TO YepHOe MATHLIWKO? — cnpocun [poro.

— 8 yXe NaTb AHEeN 3a HUM Habnoaato, HO He XOTeN HUKOMY FrOBOPUTb.

— MNoueMy? — yamsuncsa poro, — Yero Tbl 60s1cA?

— Ecnmn 6 s ckasan, oTnpaBKy ntogen Mornv 3aaepxatb. M Toraa Mopenb u Bce
OCTanbHblEe, KOTOPbIE AYMAlOT, YTO Hac obwTonanu, octanncb 6bl 34eCb U He YNyCTUn
6bl TAaKOro cny4yas. HeT yX, 4emM MeHbLle Hapoay, TeM nyyule Ans Hac.

— Kakoro cny4as? 4to, no-tBoeMy, Tam Takoe? JIMbo TO e caMoe, 4YTO U B
NpoLWbii pa3, nMbo oTpsA pa3BeEAYMKOB, @ MOXKET, U BOBCE MACTyXM UK AaXe KaKoe-
HNOYAb XXMBOTHOE.

— Llenbix naTtb agHen! — Bo3pasun CuMeoHu. — MacTyxu 6bl yXKe YLUIU, U XXMBOTHbIE
TOXe. TaM YTO-TO AABMXKETCS, HO HEMOHSTHO MNOYEeMy OCTAeTCS Ha OAHOM M TOM XKe MecCTe.

— Hy 1 KaKon e TyT MOXET bbITb «CrTyyan»?

CUMEOHM C yNbI6KOM NOCMOTpeN Ha [Iporo, CIOBHO He 3Has, MOXHO NN OTKPbITb EMY
TavHy. MNoToM cka3arn:

— [lymato, oHM NpoknaabiBatoT aopory. BoeHHyto gopory. Celyac camoe BpeMsi. [lBa
rofla Ha3aj, OHV NPUXOAWNIN C pa3BeAKOM, U3yYann MECTHOCTb, @ TENEPb 3aTEBAIOT YTO-
TO Cepbe3Hoe.

[poro ot gy nocMesancs.

— [a kakas ewwe gopora? KoMy B rosoBy npuaeT SBUTbLCS Ctoga CHoBa? Tebe mano
TOro, YTo 6bIN10 B NPOLWWIbIA pa3?



— Tbl YTO, ocnen? — cnpocun CuMeoHu. — [la y Tebs, HaBEPHO, M BMPSIMb HEBAXXHO
CO 3peHMeM, a s BUXKY MPEKPAcHO: OHM Hayanu HacbinaTb MOMOTHO. Buepa aAeHb 6bin
COJSIHEYHBIN, M 1 XOPOLLO BCE pa3rnsigen.

[lporo nokayan rofioBoN, yANBNSSICb TakoMy ynopcTBy. BbixoanT, CUMEOHM ellle He
Hazaoeno xaaTb? M oH 6oUTCS OTKPbITb CBOKO TaliHy, BEpeXET ee, CNIOBHO COKPOBMULLE,
ornacasicb, Kak bbl ee He NOXUTUIN?

— bbIno BpeMsi, — ckasan [poro, — kor4a u s 66l B 3T0 nosepun. Ho Tenepb, no-
MOeMYy, Tbl BCe NpuayMbliBaeLlb. Ha TBoeM MecTe s 6bl noMankmeasn, Ytobbl He caenaTbCs
nocMeLnLLEeM.

— OHuM cTposiT gopory, — ynpsiMo Bo3pasui CUMEOHN U CHUCXOAUTENbHO MSIHYN Ha
ToBapuLa. — Ha 310 — sicHoe aeno — yruayT mMecaubl. Ho Tenepb Bce 6yAeT Kak Haado, S
YBEpEH.

— [a ecnu 6bl gaxe Bce 6bII0 MMEHHO TaK, HeyXenu, No-TBOeMy, HaluM Oronnan
6bl KpenocTb, 3Hasi, YTO CeBepsiHe CTPOAT AO0pOory, YTobbl MOATAHYTb MO HEW CBOHO
apTunnepuio? 31o cpa3sy bbl CTano U3BECTHO B reHepanbHOM wWTabe. Tam 6bl BCe 3HaANM
[AaBHO, €ellle HECKOJIbKO N1eT Ha3aa.

— ['eHepanbHbI WTAb HMKOrAa He MpUHMMan KpenocTb bacTvaHu Bcepbes. MNoka
Hac He OBCTPenstoT, HUKTO M He NOoBepuT... A KOrda OHU TaM ybeasaTcs, 4To BCe 3TO
npasaa, byaeT yxe CUWKOM NO34HO.

— MoXelllb rOBOPUTb YTO YrofIHO, HO ec/iv 6bl OHN AENCTBUTENBHO CTPOWUAN A0POTY,
reHepasbHbIi WTab 6bin1 6bl B Kypce Aena, Y B 3TOM COMHEBATbLCA HE NMPUXOAUTCS.

— [eHepanbHbIi WTAab 3aBasfieH [OHECEHUSIMU, HO M3 Thicauu, Aan bor, ogHo
CToslLee, NMOSTOMY OHM BOODLLE HUYEMY He BepAT. [la yero s ¢ Toboi criopto? Cam
YBUAMLLb: BCe ByAeT, KaK s ckasan.

OHKM 6blNM oaHM Yy napaneTta 0630pHOM NnolaAKW. YacoBble, LIeNoYKa KOTOPbIX
3HauMTeNbHO Mopeaena, XoAuWnW B3ad-Brieped Mo CTPOro OTBEAEHHBbIM YyyacTKaM.
[koBaHHM CHOBa MOCMOTPEN Ha CeBep: CKafbl, MYCTbiHA, NefieHa TyMaHa BAanu U
HUKAKMX MPU3HAKOB XKU3HM.

Mo3aHee w3 pas3roBopa ¢ OpTuuoMm [poro y3Han, 4YTO npecnoByTas TalHa
nenteHaHTa CMMEOHM YyXXe M3BECTHa NpaKTUYeckn BceM. HO HWMKTO He nmpuaaBan eu
3HauyeHusl. MHorve aaxxe yamBAsnUCh, C YEro 3TO TakoW CEpbE3HbIA MOMOAOMN YENOBEK,
kak CMMeOoHM, CTan pacrnpoCTpaHATb BCSKUE B340PHbIE CIYXM.

B Te aHM y Bcex 6binn apyrve 3ab0Tbl. M3-3a COKpalleHns JIMYHOro cocTasa
NpUWAOCb pa3peanTb Kapay/bHble MOCTbl, W Aenanocb BCe BO3MOXHOE, 4TOObl
MEHbLUMMUK cuaMmn obecrneunTb MOYTU TaKyl XXe HaAeXHYH OXpaHy, Kak u npexaje.
HeKOTopre oTpAAabI BOOGLLI,e npuwnocb JTMKBUAMPOBATb, a OCTaBLIMECA OCHACTUTb
nony4ywe, nepedopmMmpoBaTb poTbl 1 3aHOBO pacrnpeiennTb MecTa B Ka3apMax.

BrnepBsble ¢ Tex nop, kak 6bin1a NocTpoeHa KpenocTb, YacTb ee NOMELLIEHWI 3aKPbIn
M 3anepnM Ha 3acoB. [opTHOMy [pocaoYMMO MPULLNIOCE paccTaThCa C  TpeMms
noAMacTepbsiMU, MOCKOJbKY paboThbl TENEpb Ha BCEX HE XBaTano. TO U AENO Ha nyTu
nonaaanncb COBEPLUEHHO MYCTblE 3a/bl U KAbWHETHI, A€ Ha CTeHax BbIAENSAIUCH
CBET/Ible NPSIMOYTrONbHUKM — PaHbLUE TaM CTosi1a Mebenb U BUCENWN KapTUHbI.

YepHoe nNSTHbIWKO, NPOAO/KABLUEE ABUraTbCS B CaMOW OTAANEHHOM TOukKe
PaBHWHbI, MO-MPEXHEMY CUMTaANM MYyCTSKOM. JIMlIb HEMHOrMe wHoraa npocunun y
CMMEOHM NOA30PHYI0 TPYBY, UTODbI TOXE MMSAHYTb B TY CTOPOHY, HO Y OHW YTBEpXAanu,
YyTO HuMyero TaMm HeT. CaM CMMEOHM, MOCKOMbKY HWUKTO He MPUHUMan ero BCepbes,
CTapascs u3beratb pa3roBOPOB O CBOEM OTKPbITUK, HE 0BMXKANCS Ha LYTKN U Ha BCAKUA
Cny4yai To)ke NoCMenBarncs.



Ho oaHaxabl BedepoM CMMEOHM HEOXMAAHHO 3allen K [Jporo 1 noBes ero 3a cobou.
Ye CTeMHeno, u 6bina Npou3BeaeHa CMeHa Kapayna. ManouncneHHblii KapaysibHbli
oTpsa HoBoro peayTta Bo3BpaTuics, U KpenocTb roToBMIach K Q4epPeAHOMY AEXYPCTBY
— K €elle oAHoW 6ecuenbHO MOTPAYEHHOW HOUK.

— Monan nocMoTpu. Thl e He Bepullb, Tak BOT MOMAM U NMOCMOTPU, — FOBOPUII
CnMeoHn. — JInbo MHe nomepeLLmnocb, MM60O TaM YTO-TO CBETUTCS.

N oHn nownwn. MNogHANNCb Ha CTeHy Yy 4yeTBepToro peayta. B temHoTe CvMeoHm
nepegan [lporo CBOK MOA30pHYIO TPYOy: NyCTb MsHET.

— [a Beab TeMHO e, — cka3an [pkoBaHHW. — Pa3Be B TakoW TEMHOTE YTO-HWUOYAb
yBNaNULWb?

— A 5 roBopto — NOCMOTpU, — HacTanean CuMeoHU. — KOHEYHO, 1 MOT U OLIMBUTBCS.
Ho Tbl BCe e NOCMOTpU TyAa, Kyaa S NOKasbiBan B NPOLUbIM pa3, U CKaXW, BUAWLLDb Tbl
TaM YTO-HMOYAb UK HeT.

[lporo nogHec Noa3opHyto Tpyby K NpaBoMy rnasy, HanpaBWi ee CTPOro Ha CEeBep
W YBUAEN BO MpaKe KPOLLEYHbI OroHeK, H6ECKOHEYHO Manylo TOYKY, WCMYCKaBLLYHO
MepLIAIOLLMI CBET Ha CaMOW rpaHuLIe NOJOChl TYMaHa.

— CeeTntca! — BOCKNMKHYN [poro. — S BMXKY ManeHbKoe CBeTSLeecs... Noroaun... —
OH cTan HacTpavBaTb OKynsip. — He nmovMy, TaM OAMH OroHeK unu 6onblue, MHOrAa
Ka)eTcs, 4YTo UX Tam [ga.

— BoT Tak-To! — TOp)KECTBYIOLE BOCK/IMKHYN CMMeoHU. — lNMo-TBoeMy, 9 nanot?

— Hy 1 4T0? — BO3pasun [poro, npaeBaa Ha 3TOT pa3 HE OYEHb YBEPEHHO. —
[lonycTuM, TaMm [eACTBUTENBHO YTO-TO CBETUTCSA. A MOXET, 3TO LbIrAHCKUA Tabop unu
NacTyXu y KocTpa.

— 3TO CTpOUTENbCTBO, — 3asiBUN CMMeOHU. — TaM CTpPOUTCS HOBasi [opora, BOT
YBUAMLLb, YTO S MpaB.

Kak HW1 CTpaHHO, HO HEBOOPYXXEHHBIM Na30M CBETSILLYIOCS TOYKY pa3rnsaeTb 6bi1o
HEBO3MOXHO. [laxke Yacosble (a cpean HUX Bbinn NaM OnbITHbIE, ObiBanble OXOTHUKK)
HWUYero He BUAENMW.

[lporo cHOBa HACTaBW/ MOA3OPHYI Tpyby, OTbICKAN [AANEKUI OrOHEK, HECKObKO
MFHOBEHMI CMOTPEN Ha HEero, a NoToM MoAHAN Tpyby M M3 npa3aHoro stobonbITCTBa
nornaaen Ha 3se3abl. OHK ycbinann Becb HEBGOCK/OH, U OT 3TOM KPacoTbl HEBO3MOXHO
6bI10 OTBECTM rNas. Ho Ha BOCTOKE MX b0 3HAYMTENILHO MEHbLUE, MOTOMY YTO TaM,
pacnpocTpaHsas cnaboe cBeyeHue, NogHMManach syHa.

— CumeoHun! — no3san [Jporo, 3aMeTus, YTO TOBapuLLA pSaoOM HeT.

TOT He OTK/IMKHYNCs. HaBepHO, CycTUICA MO NIeCeHKe, YTobbl IPOBEPUTL NOCTbI HA
CTEHax.

[poro ornsipencs. B TeMHOTE OH MOr PasnNyNUTb NULWb MYCTbIHHYO CMOTPOBYIO
nnowaaky, cunyaTt dhopTudmKaumii, YepHble TeHM rop. [1o ero cnyxa AoHeccs 601 4Yacos.
CaMbli1 nocneaHWin YacoBOM CripaBa AO/MKEH cernyac U3aaTb CBOM HOYHOM K/IMY, KOTOPbIW
3aTeM MPOHeCeTCs OT congaTa K congaTy no BceM cteHaM. «Cnywai! Cnywaii!» Motom
TOT Xe K/IMY MPOKaTUTCS B 06pPaTHOM HanpaB/lEHUN U HAaKOHELL 3aTUXHET Y NMOAHOXMS
BbICOKMX yTecoB. Tenepb, KOrAa 4acoBbIX Ha CTEHe CTaNo BABOE MeHblue, noayMan
[lporo, ronoca nepekIMKalWmMXCa MNpoAenaloT CBOA MyTb M3 KOHUA B KOHel,
3HauuTenbHO bbicTpee. Ho 66110 NoYeMy-TO TUXO.

W TyT BAPYr Ha [Jporo Hax/blHY/IM BOCMOMUHAHWUSA O XKENaHHOM U AanekoM MUpe.
BoT, HanpuMep, KpacuBbI ABOPEL, Ha 6epery Mopsi TEMNJIOM NTETHEN HOYbIO, PSIAOM CUAAT
MUJIbIE M3SILLHbIE CO3AaHMSI, CNIbILLMTCS MY3biKa... KapTUHKKM c4acTbsi, pcoBaTb KOTOPbIE



MOSIOAOMY YenioBeKy BMOSIHE MO3BOMMUTENbHO... [lonocka Ha BOCTOKE, Y CaMOro
rOpu3oHTa, CTAHOBUTCS BCE OTYET/IMBEM U YepHee OTTOro, YTo npeapaccBeTHoe Hebo
HaumHaeT 6negHeTb. Kakoe cyacTbe XUTb BOT TaK, HE cuMTas 4acos, He vuia 3abBeHns
B CHe, He 60sCb HMKyAa 0M03AaTh, @ CMOKOMHO XAaTh BOCXOAA COMHLA, HAaCnaXaaTbCs
MbIC/blO, YTO Brepeau ewe 6eCKOHEYHO MHOr0 BPEMEHM, YTO MOXHO HW O YeM He
TPEBOXUTLCS. M3 Bcex npenecten Mupa CaMblMU HKenaHHbIMM  Ana  [KOBaHHM
(HecbblTouHasi Meuta!) ObiNM CKa304YHbLIM ABOpEL, Y MOps, My3blka, Mpa3AHOCTb,
oXuaaHue pacceeTa. [yCTb 3TO r/1yno, HO UMEHHO TaKMM PUCOBAJICS EMY YTPAYEHHBIN
AYLIEBHbIA NOKOW, 0bpeTaBLMi B 3TUX 0bpa3ax Hamnbonee sipkoe BblpaxkeHue. [leno B
TOM, YTO C HEKOTOpbIX MOP KaKkasi-TO HEMOHATHas TpeBora CTajna MOCTOSIHHOM ero
CNYTHULEN: eMy Kas3anoCb, OH Yero-To He ycrneeT caenaTb WM MpoM30MAET HEeYTo
Ba)KHOE, @ OH He byaeT K 3TOMy roToB.

Mocne pa3roBopa C reHepasnioM TaM, B rOpoAE, Y HEro OCTasniocb Mano Haaexa Ha
nepeBoal B APYroe MecTo M Ha 6necTsllyto Kapbepy, HO [)KOBaHHM MOHMMan, yYTo He
MOXET >X& OH Ha BCIO XWM3Hb OCTaTbCs B Kpenoctn. PaHO unvM no3gHo npuaeTtcs
NMPUHMMaTb KaKoe-TO pelleHne. [OoToM npuBbIYHAs, PYTUMHHasi 06CTaHOBKa CHOBa
3aTaruBana ero, 1 [poro nepecraBan AyMaTb O TOBapuilax, CYMEBLUMX CBOEBPEMEHHO
6exaTb, 0 CTapbIX APY3bsAX, CTaBLIMX 60raTbiM1 U 3HAMEHWUTBIMU; OH YTELIANCS MbICTISAMU
0 TeX, KTO pa3densn C HUM €ro CChlIKy, U HEe CO3HaBan, YTo 3TO MOrAK BbiTb cnabble
WM CNIOM/IEHHBIE NIOAN — OTHIOZIb HE NMPUMEP, AOCTOMHBIN NOZpaXaHus.

Co OHA Ha AeHb OTKNaAbiBan [poro CBOe pelleHWne; OH BeAb Elle MOosiofd, BCEro
ABaauaTh NaTh... OHAKO 3Ta CMyTHasl TPEBOra He laBaria eMy MOKOS, @ TYT ELLE OrOHeK,
NMOSIBUBLLUMICS HA CEBEPHOMN paBHWHE; KaK 3HaTb, MOXET, CUMEOHW U NpaB.

B Kpenoctn 06 3TOM rosBopunu Mano, a ecniv roBopuin, TO Kak O YeM-TO
He3HauYNTENIbHOM, HE MMEKOLWEM K HMM HUKAKOro OTHoweHus. C/IMWKOM CBEXO eLle
6bl0 pa3oyapoBaHMe M3-3a HECOCTOSIBLUEWCS BOWHbI, XOTS BCIYX M TOrA@ HUKTO He
OCMenMBascs BbICKa3aTb CBOM Haaexabl. W civwikom ceexu bbinv obuaa n yHKeHue:
BMAETb, KaK ye3)XatoT TOBapyLLM, a CaMOMy OCTaBaTbCs 34€Cb C FOPCTKON TaKMX XKe, KaK
N Tbl, HEYAAYHUKOB, CTEPEYb 3TN HUKOMY HE HYXHble CTeHbl. COKpalleHne rapH1M3oHa
CO BCEW OnpeaeneHHOCTbi0 MOoKasano, YTO reHepanbHbi WTab He npuaaeT 6onblue
HUKAKOro 3HadeHus Kpenoctn bactmanu. lNpexae Takue 3aMaH4yvBble M, Ka3anocb,
BMOJIHE OCYLLECTBUMblE MEYTbl Celdac THEBHO OCyXaanncb. CUMeoHM, oOnacasiCb
HacMeLlekK, NpeanoynTan noMankmeaThb.

A B nocneayowmne Houmn 3arago4HbiX orHei BoobLue He 6bino BWAHO, Aa U AHEM He
O0TMEYaNoCb HMKAKOro ABMXeEHUA Ha AajibHEM Kpalo paBHUHbI.

Maiiop MaTTi, NOAHSIBLUMIACS MpPOCTO M3 N0OOMbITCTBA Ha CTEeHy 6acTuoHa,
nonpocun y CMMeoHu NoA30pHY0 TPyOy M BHMMATENbHO OrNsiAen nycTbiHO. TWETHO.

— [depxwuTe cBoto Tpyby, NENTEHAHT, — cka3an oH CMMeOoHM 6e3pasNYHbIM TOHOM. —
BMecTo Toro Utobbl MOHanNpacHy NoOpTUTbL 3peHne, BaM, NoXanyn, cneaosano 66l 6onbLie
MHTEpPECOBaTbCS CBOMMU NtoabMU. S BUAEN OAHOrO 4acoBoro 6e3 noptynen. MonauTe
B3r/NISIHATE, NMO-MOEMY, 3TO BOH TOT, KpanuHWUN.

BmecTe ¢ MaTTu 6bin1 NneiTeHaHT MaaepHa, KOTOpbI NMOTOM nepeaan 3TOT pa3roBop
B CTO/IOBOW, Bbi3BaB BCEOOLLUMIN XOXOT. Ceitvac Bce 3aboTuNNCb TOIbKO 06 OAHOM: Kak
6bl NpoBecT BpeMst 6€3 3a60T 1 BOMHEHWIA, @ 06 UCTOPUM C CEBEPSIHAMWN CTapanucb He
BCMOMWHATb.

CUMeoHM Npoao/mKan 06Cy>XaaTb HEMOHATHOE SIBNIEHUE C OAHMM TOJbko [iporo. Ha
MPOTSDKEHUN YETbIPEX AHEN AEWCTBUTENIbHO He 6bi0 60Mblue BUAHO HWU OFHEW, HU



ABWKYLLMXCS TOYEK, HO Ha NSATLIA OHW NOSIBUINCL BHOBb. CeBEPHbIE TyMaHbl — MblTanCs
06bSACHUTL 3aragky CMMeOHW — TO HaABWralTCs, TO OTCTYMNalT B 3aBUMCMMOCTM OT
BpeMeHu roga, HanpasfieHUs BETPA W TeMmnepaTypbl; 3a npolewme YeTblpe AHSA OHU
CNYCTUANCb K 0Ty, HAKPblB YYacToK, rAe NpeanonoXuTenbHO 6blna cTpouTesibHas
nnoLlagka.

OrHu He NpoCTO MOSABWUIUCL: NMPUMEPHO Yepe3 Heaento CMMeOoHW 3asiBW/1, YTO OHM
CABVHYNUCb C MecTa 1 npubnmsmnuce kK Kpenoctn. Ha aT1oT pa3 [poro pewmTenbHo C
HWM He COrnacuncs: Kak MOXHO B HOYHOM TEMHOTE, HE MMesl HUKAKOrO0 OPUEHTMPA,
onpeaenunTb, CMECTUIUCb OHU WM HET, AaXe €C/IM OHU AEUCTBUTENIbHO CMECTUUCH?

— Ho ecnu Tbl gonyckaelsb, — ynpsiMmo TBepann CUMEoHU, — YTO AoKasaTb 3TOro B
ntoboM cnyyae Henb3sl, 3HAYUT, Y MEHSI CTOJIbKO XXE€ OCHOBAHWMM YTBEPXAATb, YTO OHM
COBUWHYNNCb, CKOMBKO Y Tebst — YTO OHM OCTanncb Ha MecTe. J1aaHO, NOXMBEM — YBUAUM.
S 6yay Kaxabli AeHb HabnodaTb 3a TEMW TOYKaMM, U CKOPO — Tbl YOeaMLIbCS — OHM
npubnussTcs.

Ha cneayrowmii aeHb oba CTanu nornepemMeHHO CMOTPETb B MOA30pHYo Tpyby. B
CYLHOCTW, Pa3NnunUTb MOXHO 6blI0 TPU UM YETbIPE MANEHbKMX MATHbILWKA, KOTOpble
nepeaBuranncb YpesBblyaiHO MeasieHHO. HacTonbKo MeasieHHO, YTO NPOABUMXKEHME UX
6bI/10 NOYTM He3aMeTHbIM. puxoannoch BbIBMPaTb OPUEHTUPbI — GOMbLLLION BanyH,
KakoM-HMOyab XONMMK — M Ha rna3 MNpUKUAbIBaTb PAcCTOsIHUE MeXAy TOYKOW M
OPUEHTMPOM. Yepe3 Kakoe-TO BPeMSl MOXHO 6bino yb6eanTbCsl, YTO OHO M3MEHWOCH.
3HaunT, TOYKa CABMHYACh.

[lo CMMEOHW CTONb MOPA3UTENIbHOrO SIBNEHUSI HUKTO He Habnogan, Ho BeAb He
UCKJIIOYEHO, UYTO OHO ObIfI0 U paHblLE, Ha MPOTSHKEHUN MHOTMX NET WU [aXKe BEKOB;
CKa)XeM, TaM MOr/IM HaxoAuTbCs AEPEBHS MMM Komofel, K KOTOPOMY CTSIrMBajvCh
KapaBaHbl, — NPOCTo B KpenocTu A0 CUX MOP HUKTO HE MOJIb30BasiCsl TaKoW CUJIbHOM
noA30pHOM TpyboK, kakast bbina y CUMEOHMW.

[BMKEHME NSATHbIWEK NPOUCXOAMN0 MOYTU BCeraa no OHOW NIMHUKU: Briepea Wim
Ha3aa. CMMEOHW peLuunn, YTO 3TO TEeNern, rpy>KeHHbIE KaMHAMU UK LEBHEM; ntoaen,
rOBOPW/1 OH, Ha TaKOM PACCTOSIHUM HE pa3rnsauLlb.

Kak npaBuno, OAHOBPEMEHHO MOXHO 6bIIO YBMAETb NULb TPU WU YETbIpE
ABUXYLLMECS Toveukn. Ecnm gonyctutb, YTO 3TO MOBO3KWM, paccyaan CUMEOoHW, Ha
KaXkable TPy ABMXKYLLMECS AO/MKHO NPUXOAUTLCS MO MEHbLLEN Mepe LECTb CTOSLLMX Ha
MEeCTe — NMoj, NOrpy3Koi M NoJ pasrpy3koi, HO PacCMOTPETb MX HEBO3MOXHO, TaK Kak
OHM C/IMBAIOTCA C MHOXECTBOM HEMOABWMKHbIX AeTanen nensaxa. 3HauuT, Ha 3TOM
OTPE3KE MAHEBPUPYIOT C [AECATOK MOBO30K, 3aMPsHKEHHbIX UYETBEpKaMu noluaaen, —
MMEHHO TaK O6bIYHO TPAHCMOPTUPYIOT TSXKENble rpy3bl. JIlOAEN e COOTBETCTBEHHO
JIO/IKHO 6bITb HECKOJTbKO COTEH.

DT HabnwoaeHus, OblBlUME MOHavany npeaMeToM LWYTAMBLIX CMOpPOB, CTanu
€AVHCTBEHHbIM pa3BfieYeHneM B XM3HM [lporo. XoTss CUMEOHM — He Takon Yyx
MHTEPECHbIN cobeceaHNK M 60MbWON NefaHT — Obll eMy He O4YeHb CUMMMNATUYEH,
[bkoBaHHM nNo4yTK Bce cBOOOAHOE BpeMs MpoBOAMA C HUM, U [axe Beyepamu B
0MLEPCKON CTOMOBOM OHM 3aCMXKMBANIMCb BABOEM A0 MO3AHEN HOYM, MpoAosIKas
CTPOUTb pasnnyHble Joraaku.

CuMeOoHM yxe Bce paccuutan. [axe ecnn [onyctutb, 4To paboTbl BeayTcs
MeAJIeHHO, U caenaTb Hem3bexXkHble MOoMpaBKW Ha AafibHOCTb, BCE PABHO CeBepsiHaM
noHagobutcss He 6onee nonyroga, 4Tobbl NMoAoMTM K KpemocTu Ha paccTosiHue
nywe4yHoro BbicTpena. OH nonarasn, 4YTo NPOTMBHUK, CKOpee BCero, OCTaHOBUTCS Mop,
MPUKPLITUEM KAMEHHOW rpsabl, TAHYBLUEWCS 4Yepe3 MyCTbIHIO B MepUANOHASIbHOM
Hanpas/ieHuu.



OTa rpsiaa 06bIYHO cnMBanach C NaHAWAagTOM, HO BpEMEHAMM BEYEPHME TEHU UMK
NaacTbl CHEra NO3BONSANN ee pa3rnsaeTb. OHa TAHyNacb K CEBEPY, U HEBO3MOXHO ObINI0
onpeaennTb, HACKOJTbKO BbICOKM M KPYTbl €€ CKJTOHbI. A Y4aCTOK MYCTbIHW, KOTOPOro U3-
3a Hee He 6bI10 BMAHO Aaxke ¢ Hosoro peayTta (co cteH KpenocTtu rpsiga Boobue He
npocMaTpuBanach), U NOAABHO OCTABaNICS HEMCC/IEAOBAHHbIM.

Mexay BepXHel YacTbio 3TOW rpsifibl U NMOAHOXWEM rop, TO €CTb TEM MECTOM, e
BO3BbILLAJICSA CKANUCTbIN KOHYC HoBOro peayta, NpocTMpanach naockas u ogHoobpa3Has
MYCTbIHS,, MECTaMWU MOKPbITas TPELLMHaAMKM, yCesiHHasi XONIMMKaMu LeBGEHKK, Koe-rae
nopocLlast TPOCTHUKOM.

Korma popora 6yaeT nponoxkeHa A0 caMoW rpsiabl, npeanonaran CUMeoHM,
NPOTUBHUK, BOCMOJIb30BABLLNCL, HANpUMep, 6e3/TyHHOM HOUbIO, CMOXET MPECNOKOMHO,
0AHMM BPOCKOM 0Z0NETh OCTABLLEECS PACCTOSIHME. MPYHT 34€Ch AOCTATOYHO MIOTHbIN 1
POBHbII, TaK YTO NOATAHYTb K 3TOMY MECTY apTUANepUto 0coboro Tpyaa He COCTaBUT.

Ho BblUMCNEHHbIN CPOK — NONroaa, — A06aBnsiN NeUTEHAHT, MOXET B 3aBUCUMOCTU
OT 06CTOATENLCTB MPEBPATUTLCA B CEMb-BOCEMb MecsueB unu Toro 6onbwe. U TyT
CMMEOHM HauuHan nepevncnaTb BO3MOXHbIE MPUYMHBI 3adepXKu: owubka npu
onpefeneHnn PpacCTosiHUS, KOTOpoe NPeACTOMT MpeofosieTb MPOTUBHUKY; Hanuyue
APYrnx NpOMEeXyTOYHbIX nperpag, HeBuauMMblix ¢ Hosoro peayta (paboTbl TaM MoryT
oka3aTtbcs bonee TpyaOEMKUMN U 3aHATb 60NbLLE BPEMEHN); NOCTENEHHOE 3aMeasieHne
TEMMOB CTPOUTENbCTBA MO Mepe TOro, Kak 4yxezemubl 6yayT yaansitbCs OT CBOMUX
NCTOYHUKOB CHAOXEHWS; OCNOXHEHWUS MOMUTUYECKOro XapakTepa, B CU/y KOTOPbIX
CTPOUTENbCTBO MOXET Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMsi MPUOCTAHOBUTLCS; CHer, 0Obl4HO
napanuaylowmii paboTbl Ha ABa-TPU Mecsua; [AOXAW, NpeBpallalowne paBHUHY B
cniowHoe 6010TO. ITO TOSIbKO OCHOBHbIE NpensaTcTBuS. CUMEOHN Nepeyncnsn nx OYeHb
CTapaTesibHO 1 NoapobHo, 4Tobbl He BbIrNsAeTb 6e3yMueM, HaxoasWwmMMcsl BO BacTu
6penoBon naeu.

A 4yTO, ecnu y CTpouTeNen A0POrM HET HUKAKMX arpeccuBHBbIX HaMepeHuin? Yto,
€C/1 ee NMpoKNaabIBaloT, HanpuMep, B LeNsiX OCBOEHUSI HOBbIX, HEOBO3pMMbIX 3eMefb,
[0 CUX MOp HUWKEM He BO3A4eNbIBaBLUMXCS, 6ecnnogHbiX U HeobuTaeMbix? A MOXET,
paboTbl BOOOLIE NpekpaTATCs Mocie TOro, Kak CeBepsiHe NponayT euwe napy
KMnomMeTpoB? Tak Bo3paxkan emy [poro.

CUMEOHM Kayan rosioBoi. MyCTbiHA C/IMLIKOM KaMEHWUCTa, YTOBbl €e MOXHO 6bifo
BO34€eNbiBaTb, OTBeYan OH. K TOMy >e CeBepHOe KOpOJEBCTBO pacrosiaraeT
MHOXXECTBOM 3abpOLLUEHHbIX JIyroB, MCMOMb3yeMbIX TONMbKO MOA nactéuwa, — Ans
3eMneaenvst Mecta Tam ropasao yao6Hee.

Ho rae ckasaHo, YTO Yy)Ke3eMLbl CTPOST MMEHHO Aopory?... CUMEOHU YBEpS, UTO
B OYeHb SICHble [HW, Ha 3akaTe, KOraa TEHWM 3aMETHO YAIMHAIOTCA, eMy YyAaeTcs
pa3rnaAeTb NPsMy0 YepToUKy Hacbinu. [Jporo, Kak HW CTapasncs, Tak ee U He yBuaen.
KTO MOXET NopyunTbCsl, YTO 3Ta MpsMas JIMHUSE — HEe NPOCTO 0CO6eHHOCTb penbeda!
3arafilouHble ABMXKYLUMECS YEPHblE TOYKM M OTHM MO HOYaM Eelle HUYEro He 3Hauyar:
BO3MOXXHO, OHW BbININ TaM BCEraa, NPOCTO B NPEXHMWE rofdbl UX HeNb3s 6bIN10 pasrnsaeTb
“3-3a TyMaHa (He roBops yXKe O HECOBEPLUEHCTBE CTapbIX MOA30PHbIX TPY6, KOTOPLIMU
A0 NOCNEAHEr0 BPEMEHW NOMb30BaNnCh B Kpenocth).

Tak OHM BCE CMOpWIM A0 MEpBOro CHera. He ycneno KOHUYWTbCS NeTo, nogyMmarn
[>xOBaHHK, M BOT y)Xe HacTynatoT xonoda. EMy u BnpsiMb kasanocb, 6yATO OH TONbKO
YTO BO3BPATW/ICA M3 ropoda U [aXKe TOJIKOM He YCTPOW/CS Ha MpexHeM MecTe. A Ha
KaneHaape 6b1510 25 HosI6PsI, BbIXOAUT, Y>K€ NPOMYANIOCh HECKObKO MECSILIEB.



Banun rycroi cHer, 1 3acbinaHHble UM Teppachl CTanu 6enbiMy. MNaas Ha CHEXHoe
nokpbIBano, [poro 4yBCTBOBAs, KaK YCU/IMBAETCS YXXe CTaBLlas NMPWBLIYHOW TPEBOra;
TLLETHO MbITANCS OH OTOTHaTb €€ MbICAISIMU O CBOEW MOIO0CTU, O TOM, KaK MHOrO NieT y
Hero Brnepeaun. BpeMsi HENOHSATHBIM 06pa3oM BCe YCKOpSI/IO CBOW 6er, npornaTbiBas AeHb
3a AHeM. He ycneelub OrnsiHyTbCS — HACTyMaeT HoYb, COMTHLUE OrMbaeT 3eMnio C Apyron
CTOPOHbI U NMOAHMMAETCS CHOBA, YTO6bl OCBETUTb 3aChbiNaHHbIA CHEFOM MUP.

Bce ocTasnbHble ero TOBapWiLM, Ka3anoch, He 3amMedanu 3Toro. Hecnu, Kak 06bI4HO,
CBOlO cnyxby 6e3 BCSKOrO pBEHMSI M AaXe pafoBanvcb, KOrAa Ha AOCKE NPUKa3oB
NOABNANOCh HAa3BaHUE CNEAYIOLLEr0 MecaLa, CIOBHO 3TO UM YTO-TO Cynuio. BoT u elle
Ha MecsiL, MEHblLE OCTanocb TopyaTb B KpermocTy bacTuaHu, cuntanm oHW. Y Kakaoro
6bln CBOW Mpefen — Yy KOro CKPOMHbIM, Y KOro CNnaBHbI, — M B OBLUEM OH UX BMOJHE
ycTpauBan.

[axe Maviop OpTuu, KOTOpOMY 6bl10 MOA MSTbAECAT, PaBHOAYLIHO OTCYMTbIBA
npoHoCMBLUMECS Heaenu u Mecsiubl. OH AaBHO OTKa3ascs OT CBOEN BENMKOW MEYTbl U
Tenepb rosopun: «Eule ner gecatb — M MOXHO Ha MeHcuo». Manop HamepeBascst
BEPHYTbCA K cebe AOMOW, B CTapUHHBIA TUXUI FrOpoA, rae, No ero C/I0oBaM, Y Hero 6binm
Kakme-TO poACTBEHHMKM. [lporo cMoTpen Ha OpTuua COYYBCTBEHHO, HO MOHATH €ro He
Mor. YTto 6yaet aenatb OpTuL TaM, BHU3Y, cpean obbiBaTenemn, oamH, 6e3 BCkow Lenm
B XXU3HW?

— S Hayumnca 4OBOILCTBOBATLCS MasbiM, — FOBOPUI MaVIOp, KaK 6YD,TO YTasd MbICNA
[xoBaHHN. — C KaxAblM rOAOM MHE HY>XHO OT >XW3HW BCe MeHblue U MeHblue. Ecnm
HWYero He N3MEeHNTCH, AIOMOM BEPHYCb B YMHE MNOJIKOBHUKA.

— A notom? — cnpawwsan [poro.

— A notoM — Bce, — oTBevan OpTul, CMOKOMHO ynblbasick. — MoToM cHoBa 6yay
XAaTb... C CO3HAHMEM BbINOIHEHHOMO A0JIra, — 3aK/1loYan OH LWYTAMBO.

— Ho 3a a1 gecatb net 3aecb, B Kpenoctu... MoxeT 6bITb...
— BoViHa? Bbl Bce elle nombllnseTe 0 BoOMHE? Mano BaM TOro, YTo yxe 6b11o?

Ha ceBepHO paBHWMHE, Ha rpaHuLEe BeYHbIX TyMaHOB, 60sblLUe He MOSABASAIOCH
HMYEro nOAO3PUTENIbHOMO; AaXe HOYHble OrHM noracnn. M CuMeoHu 6bin 3TOMY
ype3BblYaliHO pad. Bce roBopuno o TOM, YTO OH MpaB: HMKaKasi TaM He AEPEBHS U He
LblIFaHCKMI Tabop, @ CTPOUTENBCTBO, KOTOPOE NPULLNOCL NPEPBaThb M3-3a CHera.
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3MMa yXe He OAMH AeHb X03sMHWM4Yana B KpenocTu, Koraa Ha AOCKE MpUKasos,
BUCEBILUEM HA OAHOM M3 CTEH BO [BOpE, MOSIBUNIOCh CTPAHHOE pacropsiKeHUe.
Os3arnaBneHo OHO 6bl10 Tak: «[peceyb MNaHWMKEPCKME W JIOXKHble Ciyxu». «B
COOTBETCTBUM C YETKUM YKa3aHMEM BEPXOBHOMO KOMAHAOBaHWSA Npeanaralo Mnaawemy
oULEPCKOMY COCTaBY WM CONMAATaM HE MPUHMMATb Ha Bepy, He MOBTOPSTb M He
PacnpoCTPaHsATb JIMLIEHHbIE KAKOrO 6bl TO HU ObIIO0 OCHOBaHMSI TPEBOXHbIE CIyXW O
MHMMOW OMACHOCTV HamafieHNsl Ha Hawu rpaHulbl. oaobHbIE CNyXM HE TOJNbKO
HEXenaTenbHbl MO BNOJIHE OYEBUAHBIM MPUYMHAM AUCLIMNTIMHAPHOrO MNOPSAAKA, HO MOTyT
nofopBaTh HOpMaJsibHble A06POCOCEeCKME OTHOLIEHWUS C MOFPAHUYHBLIM FOCYAapCTBOM U
Bbl3BaTb B BOMCKAX M3/ULLHIOW HEPBO3HOCTb, MELLAMOLIYI0 HOPMasIbHOMY HECEHMIO
cnyx6bl. 9 Tpebyro, UTobbl AEXYPCTBO 4YACOBbIX OCYLLECTBASIOCH TPAAULMOHHBIMMI
METOAAMM, UCKIOYAOLMMKN MPEXAEe BCEro MPUMEHEHME OMTUYECKMX MpUBOpPOB, He
NpeayCcMOTPEHHbIX YCTaBOM. Hepeako ucnosnb3yemble 6e3 BCAKOW HaflobHOCTWU, OHU
MOryT CTaTb MNPUYMHOM OLIMGOK WM HEBEPHOro WCTONKOBaHMS akToB. Kaxaomy
BfaJeloWeMy TakuM MpubOpoOM npeanarald AONOXUTb O HEM KOMaHAWMPY CBOEro



noapasaesieHns, Ha KOTOpPOro Bo3JiaraeTcs 0653aHHOCTb U3bSATb OHbIV U AepXaTb Yy cebs
Ha XpPaHEHUU>.

[anee cnenoBanun 06blYHbIE PACMOPSKEHUSI OTHOCUTENBHO Kapay/bHOW CryX6bl 1
noanucb KoMeHaaHTa Kpenoctn noanonkoBHMka Hukonosu.

Bbino ficHO, 4TO npukasaHue, dopmanbHO obpalleHHoe K congataMm, B
AENCTBUTENBHOCTM afpecoBanoch odwuuepaM. Takum obpa3oM Hukonosu pgocrturan
ABOMHOW LIeNn: HUKOro He mopuuasi B OTAENbHOCTW, OH npeaynpexaan 06 MMeroLweMm
MECTO HapylleHun cpasy Bcio KpenocTb. ECTECTBEHHO, HUKTO M3 OMMLIEPOB YXE He
OCMENUBASICS B MPUCYTCTBMMU YacOBbIX PasrisablBaTb NYCTbIHIO B NMOA30PHYID Tpyby C
6onee CUNbHOW ONTUKOM, YEM Y Ka3eHHbIX. A Ka3eHHble Np1bopbIl, NpUAAHHbIE peayTam,
yCTapenu 1 cTanu npakTUYECKn HENPUIOAHbLIMM, K TOMY e MHOTME U3 HUX BblN AaBHO
yTEPSIHbI.

KTo e goHec Ha odumuepoB? KTo coobwmn 06 3TOM B reHepanbHbivi WwTab? Bee
HEBOJIbHO MoAyManuM O Maiope MaTTu — 3TO caenatb MOr TOMbKO OH, OH, BEYHO
pa3MaxmBaloLLIMIA YCTAaBOM W FOTOBbIM OTPaBWUTb MaNeNLly pafocTb, Npeceyb Nobyro
MONbITKY CBO6OAHO AbIWATb U MbIC/UTb.

BonbWNHCTBO 0hMUEPOB NOCMESNIUCL Haa 3TOW UCTopueln. HayanbCcTBo, roBopuin
OHW, BEpHO cebe M, Kak Bcerga, pearnpyeTt Ha cobbiTMsS C Ono3gaHueM B ABa roaa.
[lecTBUTENbHO, KOMY Ternepb NPUAET B FOMIOBY OMacaTbCsl KaKOro-TO HallecTBusl C
ceBepa? Ax aa, ectb Beab ewe [poro n CMMeoHn (Kak Xe O HUX-TO 3abbinn?). Ho
Hey>enn npukas 6bin 0TAaH TOIbKO B pacyeTe Ha 3TUX ABOMX? [poro, TakoW CnaBHbIN
Manblil, AyManu BCe, HY KaKOM OT HEro MOXHO >XAaTb HEMPUSTHOCTM, AAXE €Cnn OH
Lenbii AeHb M He BbIMYCKAET M3 PYK MOA30PHOM Tpybbl? CMMEOHM TOXE cuyuTanm
yenosekoM 6e306MaHbIM.

CaM [xoBaHHM B rnybuHe aylim 6bln yBepeH, YTo Nnpvka3 noanosKoBHMKA UMeeT
OTHOLLUEHME WMEHHO K HeMy. B KOTOpbIM pa3 yXe >XM3HEHHble 06CToATENbCTBA
CKNafblBa/IMCb NPOTUB Hero. KoMy rnoMellano, YTo OH Mo HECKOMbKY YacoB B A€Hb BEJ
HabnoaeHNs 3a NyCTbiHEN? 3a4eM NULWATb ero Takoro HEBUHHOIO YAOBONLCTBUA? ECTb
OT 4ero B3becuTbCs. Beab OH Tak paccuuTbiBan Ha BeCHY: eABa pacTaeT CHer, Ha
AanbHel CeBEPHOM OKOHEYHOCTU NMYCTbIHWM BHOBb MOSIBATCS TAMHCTBEHHBIE OFHUM, YEPHbIE
TOUYKM CHOBA Ha4HyT ABUraTbCs B3aA W Brieped, npobyxaas B aAylwe yracwue 6bi1o
HaZexabl.

C 3Tmun HageXxaaMm OH CBsA3biBasl BCHO CBOKO XWU3Hb, TOJIbKO TEMEPb UX pa3aensaeT
C HUM oauH nuwb CMMEOoHW, a ApyrMM Ao 3Toro v fena Het. [axe Optuuy, Aaxe
CTapweMy noptHoMy lMNpocaounmMo. [la, 3To NpekpacHo — BOT Tak, BABOEM, bepeyb CBOIO
TalHy; He TO YTO B bbl/ible BPEMEHA, eLLe A0 CMEPTU AHIYCTUHbI, KOrAa BCe YyBCTBOBaN
cebs 3aroBopLUMKaMmn 1 aaxe UCMNbITbIBANW APYr K APYry YTO-TO BpOAE PEBHOCTW.

A Tenepb noa3opHas Tpyba nog  3anpetoM. CuMeoHM € ero
ANCLUMNIMHUPOBAHHOCTBIO, KOHEYHO XXe, HE PUCKHET 60nblue et nonb3oBaTbcs. [axe
€C/IM Ha rpaHuue BeYHbIX TYMaHOB BHOBb 3arOpsiTCs OFHW, AaXe eCnn TaM onsiTb
3aCHYIOT 4epHble TO4YkM, B Kpenoctm HWMKTO yxe 06 3TOM He y3HaeT, TaK Kak
HEBOOPY>XEHHbIM [1a30M MX HE YBUAST M NydlUMe YacoBble, MPOCNABEHHbIE CTPESKM,
CNOCO6Hble HonbLle YeM 3a MU0 pasrnsaeTb 0ObIKHOBEHHYHO BOPOHY.

B TOoT AeHb [poro He Tepnenocb ycnbilaTb MHeHMe CUMMEOHM, HO OH peLuwsn
JIOXXAaTbCA Beyepa, YTobbl HEe NpuBnekaTh K cebe BHUMaHWUS, He TO KTO-HUOYyAb cpasy
nobeXxuT AoKNaabiBaTb HauyanbCcTBY. CMEOHM XE B NOJAEHb HE SIBUNCS B CTOSIOBYIO, Aa
1 BOOOLLIE ero YTo-TO HUrAe He 6bIf10 BUAHO.



K y>xuHy CMMEOHW npuLLEen, HO Nno3aHee 06bIYHOro, Koraa [poro yxe Havan ecTb.
Toponnuneo NpornoTuB eay, OH onepeavn [>XOBaHHM M TOTYAC Nepecen 3a KapTOYHbIii
cton. Heyxenu oH 6osincst octaTbest ¢ Aporo ¢ rnasy Ha rnas?

Oba oHM B TOT Beuyep 6bIM cBOOBOAHBLI OT AeXypcTBa. [DKOBAHHW Cen B Kpecno
pSAAOM C ABepblo, YTOObI NepexBaTUTb TOBApULLA HA BbIXOAE, U Cpa3y 3aMeTus, YTo BO
BpeMs urpbl CUMeOoHM Kak 6bl MCNOATULLKA NOrNsSAbIBAaET B €ro CTOPOHY.

Wrpan oH aonosaHa, ropa3ao Aosblie 06bI4HOr0 — Yero paHbLUEe C HUM He 6bIBano, —
1 NpoAosXXan NornsabiBaTe Ha [lporo B HaaeXae, YTo TOT YCTaHeT XAaaTtb. [loa KoHel,
Korza BCe pa3oLIMCb, EMY TOXE MPULLIOCh NMOAHATLCA U HanNpaBUTbLCA K ABepuy. Aporo
BCTaN M MOLUEN C HAM PSOM.

— Npueet, Oporo, — ckazan CMMeoHU, pacTepsiHHO ynblbasicb. — YTo-TO Tebs He
BMAHO, Tbl rae 6bin?

Tak OHM JOWNW A0 OAHOMO0 M3 MpayHbIX KOPWAOPOB, TSHYBLUMXCS BAO/b BCEW
KpenocTw.

— [la 9 e cugen co Bcemu, — oTBeTUN [poro. — 3aunTanca n gaxe He 3aMeTun,
YTO TaK MO34HO.

HekoTopoe BpeMsi OHWM WM MONYa B OTCBETaX peakux ¢hoHapen, CMMMETPUYHO
pa3BelaHHbIX Ha o0beux cTeHax. OcTanbHble odwuuepbl OblM  Aaneko: Nuwb KX
Hepa3bopuuBble rofioca AOHOCUMANCL U3 FNyBMHBI NOMYTEMHOrO Kopuaopa. Hactynuna
rnybokasi Houb, 6bI10 X0N0AHO.

— Tbl yATan npukas? — cnpocun Bapyr Aporo. — Kak Tebe HpaBMTCS 3Ta UCTOPUS C
noxxHow TpeBoron? C yero 6bl 3T0? U KTO MOr AOHECTU?

— A 51 noyeM 3Hato, — oTBeTU CMMEOHM NoyTK rpybo, oCTaHaBIMBasCh Y MOBOPOTa
Ha NIeCTHULY, KOTOpasi Bena Ha BepXHUM 3Tax. — Tebe ciopa?

— A Kak e noasopHas Tpyba? — nomHTepecosancsa [iporo. — Heyxxenu Henb3sa byaet
MosIb30BaTbCs TBOEW MNOA30PHOM TPyboi XoTs Obl...

— 81 yXke can ee B KOMEHAATYPY, — Cyxo npepsan ero CumeoHu. — [lymato, Tak 6yaet
nyywe. TeM 6onee 4To 3a HAMKU CNeANNIN.

— MNo-MoeMy, Tbl CIMLIKOM MoToponucs. Mecsua yepe3 Tpu, Koraa CHer comaer,
AYMalo, HUKTO O HEN N He BCMOMHUT. M Toraa Mbl MOrnin 6bl CHOBa MOCMOTPETL... Passe
[IOpOry, O KOTOPOW Tbl FOBOPWU/, YBUAMLLbL 6€3 TBOEN NOA30PHON TPY6bI?

— A, Tbl Bce 06 31Ol aopore, — ckazan CMMEOHU CHUCXOAUTENBbHO. — 3Haellb, S BCe-
Taku ybeanncs, 4yto npas 6bin Tbi!

— 7?7 B ueMm xe?

— HeT TaM HMKakoM [OOpOrM, CKopee BCEro, 3TO AENCTBUTENbHO AEPEBHS WK
LbiIraHCKuU Tabop, Kak Tbl U FOBOPW.

Heyxxenn CvMeoHu 6bin 4O TOrO HamnyraH, YTO pewwusi oTpuuaTb BCE HAYUCTO W,
ornacasiCb HENPUSITHOCTEN, NepecTan AoBepsiTb Aaxe eMy, [poro? [PkoBaHHM 3arnsHy/
eMy B rnasa. B kopuaope, KpoMe HUX, He BbI10 yXKe HUKOro, ronoca CMOJKIMU, Ha CTeHax
nnsicany Ase YyAOBULLHO BbITSHYTbIE TEHM.

— 3HauuT, Tbl 6oOnblUe He Bepulb B 3TO? — cnpocun [poro. — VN aencTBUTENbHO
AyMaellb, Y4TO owmnbca? A Kak e TBOW pacyeTbl?

— [a a genan ux Tak, 4tobbl youtb Bpems, — oTBeTUN CMMEeOHHU, nbiTasicb 06paTuTb
BCe B LWYTKY. — HagetoCh, Tbl HE NPUHSN 3TO BCepbes?

— MNpwu3Halics, Tbl NPOCTO UCNYrancsl, — NPe3puUTeNbHO cka3an [poro. — [ocne 3Toro
npvKasa Tbl Tenepb HUKOMY He I0BepSeLlb.



— [a uTo Ha Tebs Haluno ceroaHs? — yamBuncst CUMeoHu. — He NoOHMMato, O YEM Thl.
C 10601, OKa3bIBAETCA, M NOLWWYTUTb HENb3S, Thbl, NPaBO, Kak pebeHoK.

[poro npogomkan cMoTpeTb Ha CuMeoHW. Heckonbko MrHoBeHui oba CcTosinn B
Mpa4YyHOM KOpWUOpPe MONYa, HO TULLMHA OblNa C/IULLIKOM FHETYLLEMN.

— JlagHo, § noLen crnaTtb, CNOKOWHOM Houn! — He BblaepXaB, ckasan CMMEOoHM U
CTan MoAHMMATbLCS MO SIECTHULE, KaXKayto MOLWaAKy KOTOPOM TOoXe OCBeLlan cnabbii
oHapb. MoAHSABLWMCL HAa OAMH MapLl, OH CKPbIACS 3@ MOBOPOTOM; BMAHA 6blla TONbKO
€ro TeHb Ha CTEHe, MNOTOM U OHa Ucye3na.

BoT cnnsHaAk, nogyman [poro.
XX1V

Bpems Mexay TeM NpoHOCUTCS BbICTpo. HecnbilwHO, HO Bce 6onee CTpEMUTENBHO
OTMEPSIET OHO TEYEHME HALLEN XM3HU, N HEBO3MOXHO 33/lepXXaTb [aXXe MrHOBEHME —
NMpoCTO ANA TOro, 4YTOBbl OMNAHYTLCA Ha3a[. XOYeTCa KPUKHYTb: «OCTaHOBMUCh,
ocTaHoBUCb!» BecnonesHo. Bce, Bce yHocUTCA Has3aa: Noau, BECHbI U 3UMbI, obnaka, —
1 3psi Mbl LEM/IIEMCS 3@ KaMHM, 3@ BEPXYLLUKY KaKoW-HMOYab CKanbl: yCTaBLIME NasibLbl
pa3XMMaloTcs, pyku 6e3B0MbHO NafAloT, M BCE AaliblUE HECET HAac peKa BPEMEHM, C BUAY
Bpoae 6bl MeanieHHasi, Ho 6e30CTaHOBOYHaS.

C kaxabiM paHeM [lporo Bce OTYET/MBEE YYBCTBOBANl  TaUHCTBEHHYHO
pa3pyLUNTENbHYIO CUTy BPEMEHM M TLIETHO CTapascs cAepXxaTb ee. B oaHoo6pa3Hoi
XXM3HU KpenocTn eMy He XBaTafio OPUEHTMPOB, M Yacbl YCKOMb3anu npexae, YeM OH
ycrneBan cocuuTaTb MX.

Ho 6bina oaHa TalHas Hagexaa, paan KoTopou poro pactpaynBan ny4dline rofpi
CBOEN XWU3HW. Jlenes ee B Aylle, OH HE3AMETHO A5 cebsi NPUHOCUN B XKepPTBY MHOrMe
MecsiLbl, HO 1 UX He XBaTano. 3uMa, Takasa gonras B Kpenoctu 3uMma, 6bina cBoero poaa
3anorom 6yaywmx yaad. Ho 1 oHa KoH4anacb, a [lporo Bce »xaarn.

BOT cTaHeT Tenno, gyman OH, U Yyxe3eMubl OnsTb NPUMYTCS 3a CBOKO Aopory. Ho
Tenepb y Hero He 6bino noa3opHon Tpybbl CMMeoHW, no3Bonstowen HabnoaaTh 3a
HUMU. U BCe-Takn, ecnn paboTbl NPOAO/IKAKTCA — KTO 3HAET, CKO/IbKO BPEMEHU Ha 3TO
yuoeT? — paHO WM MO3AHO CeBepsiHe [OMKHbI 6yayT npubnusanTbcs, U B OAUH
MPEeKpacHbIN AeHb UX YBUAAT AaXe B CTapble MoA30pHble TPybbl, COXpaHMBLUMECS B
HEeKOTOpbIX Kapay/ikax.

N notoMy [lporo peluunn »AaaTb NOSIBNIEHUSI YyXXE3EMLIEB HE BECHOM, @ HECKOJIbKO
MEeCsILEB CMyCTs, €C/i1, KOHEYHO, ero NpeanosoXeHust O NPOKIafAKe Aoporn coyayTcs.
Bce 3TM MbIcnM OH A0/MKeH 6bln BblHAWIMBAaTL TalHO, M60 CMMEOHM, OmnacaBLUMICS
HENPUATHOCTEN, HUYEro He XxoTen 6onblue CnywaTb, OCTaNlbHble TOBApULLM MPOCTO
noaHsnn 6bl ero Ha CMex, Aa W HavanbCTBO K MOAOGHLIM (paHTa3nMsM OTHOCUIOCh
HeoaobpuTenbHo.

B Hauane Masi, CKOSIbKO HM rnisiaen Jporo B caMyto Jyylllyto KaseHHyto Tpyby, eMy
HE yAanoCb 06HAPYXXMTb Ha PaBHMHE HUKAKMX MPU3HAKOB Y€/TOBEYECKON AEATENTbHOCTU.
A no HoYaM TaM He CBETUIUCb OMHM, XOTS MX-TO JIErKO 3aMETUTb AaXe Ha 60/bLLOM
PaCcCTOSIHUM.

MoHeMHory Haaexabl Aporo ctanu cnabetb. TpyAHO BEPUTHL BO YTO-TO, KOrAa Thl
OAVH M HEBO3MOXHO HU C KEM MOAENUTLCS CBOMMU MbICNISIMU. IMEHHO B 3TO BPEMS OH
MOHSN, YTO NOAM, KAaKUMM Bbl 6NIM3KMMU HU BbIN UX OTHOLLIEHUS, B CYLLIHOCTU, BCeraa
yy>xue Apyr Apyry: ecin 4enoBeky nnoxo, 60sb ocTaeTcsl TONbKO ero 60/bto, HUKTO
APYrovi He MOXET B3siTb Ha cebsi XOTs 6bl Manylo ee TONNKY; eCiv YENOBEK CTPAZaET,
ApPYrue 3TUX CTPaZlaHUi He YyBCTBYIOT, AaXe €C/IN UX COEAMHSIET C HUM HACTOALLAs
Nto60Bb. M 3TO NOPOXAAET B XXU3HWU OANHOYECTBO.



Bepa Hauana ocnabeBaTtb, a HeTeprneHne Bo3pactano, u [poro kasanocb, 6yaTo
Yyacbl cTanun 6utb Yawle. Cny4yanocb, OH 3a LEenbIM AeHb HUM pa3y He obpallan B3rnsaa
Ha ceBep (caMm cebsi obMaHblBasi, OH OOBACHSN 3TO NPOCTO 3abblBUMBOCTLIO, B
AEVCTBUTENBHOCTM XXE OH HE CMOTPEN TyAa Hapo4HO, YTOObI B CrieAyHOLWMiA pa3 LAHCOB
Ha TO, YTO HaAeXAbl ero HaKoHeL, coyayTcs, 6bI10 XOTb YyTOUKY 6onbLue).

Ho kak-TO BeuyepoM — CKOMbKO e BpeMeHu noTpeboBanock! — B oOKynspe
NnoA30pHOM TpyObl NOABUNCS MaNeHbKUIM TpeneLlyLiMin A3bI40K NIaMeHn, crnabeHbKui
TAKOM OFOHEK, KOTOPbIN, Ka3anocCb, BOT-BOT YracHET, HO, eC/i1 YY4ECTb PacCTosiHWE, 3TO
MOT 6bITb BMOSIHE CONMMAHbIA UCTOYHUK CBETA.

[eno 6bino Houbto 7 uionst. CnycTs roabl [Jporo BCe elle BCoOMMHAl HanosHMBLLEE
€ro Ayuy padoCTHOe YAMBNEHME, XeNaHue Kyda-To 6exaTb, KpuyaTb, 06baBnss
HOBOCTb BCEM 6€3 UCK/IOYEHUS, U FOPAOCTb OT CO3HaHMS, YTO OH CyMeN MepecunnTb
cebs 1 HUKOMY HUYEro He CKasan — U3 CyeBEepHOro CTpaxa, Kak 6bl OroHeK 3TOT He norac.

Kaxxablt Beuep, BbIMAS Ha KPEMOCTHYI CTeHy, Oporo NpuWHUMAncs »AaaTb, U C
Ka)XAbIM Be4yepoM OroHek Bpoge 6bl MoHeMHory npubnukancs, ctaHoBunics 6onblue.
MHoraa 310 6bin Nnwb 06MaH 3peHust, OObSICHSBLUMIACA €ro HeTeprneHUeM, a MHoraa
OrOHEK AeNCTBUTENbHO CTAHOBW/ICS 6MXKe, TaK YTO B KOHLIE KOHLIOB OAIMH M3 YaCoBbIX
pa3rnsgen ero HEBOOPY>XEHHbIM r1a30M.

MoToM aaxe cpeab 6ena AHs Ha oHe 6enecomn NYyCTbIHU YXXe MOXHO 6bI/10 BUAETb
ABVXYLLMECS YepHble Toueuyku — BCe Oblio, Kak M B MpOWIOM rogy, pasBe 4To
noasopHass Tpyba Tenepb 6bina nocnabee. CnepoBaTenbHO, 4yXe3emubl HAMHOIO
NPOABVMHYNNCL Brepes.

B ceHTSI6pbCKMEe TUXME HOYM OrHM MpeanosiaraeMoro CTpouUTENbCTBa OTYETIMBO
BUAENM Aaxe NOAN, He OTMYaBLuMecss 0cob0 OCTpbiM 3peHueM. [locTeneHHO cpeaum
BOEHHbIX BO30OHOBW/IMCb Pa3roBOpbl O CEBEPHOM PaBHMHE, O 4yxe3emuax, 06 3Tux
CTPaHHbIX NEPEMELLEHNAX N HOYHBIX OTHSIX. MHOrmMe cumMTanu, Y4To TaM AEUCTBUTENBHO
CTPOMTCA [0pOra, XOTSl C KakoW LEenblo — 0OBbSCHUTb HEe MOMW; NPeanonoXeHus O
BOEHHOM CTPOMTENbLCTBE Ka3anucb abcypaHbiMu. [la n paboTbl BENWUCb CAULLKOM YXK
MeANIEHHO, U OCTaBaBLUeecs paccTosiHve 6bi10 elle Tak BeUKO.

Ho Bce-Takn ogHaxabl BEYEPOM KTO-TO, MYCTb U B TYMaHHbIX BblPaXXEHUSAX, MNePBbIM
3aroBOpua O BOMHE, M Ka3aBLUAsiC HECObITOYHOM Haaexaa BHOBb 3ajbllania B CTEHaX
KpenocTw.

XXV

Ha Kkpato rpsabl, NPOTSHYBLUEWCS B MEPUAMOHANIbHOM HarnpaBfeHun 4epes
CEBEPHYI0 paBHMHY, MPUMEPHO B MuUne oT KpenocTu BpbIT cTon6. OT HEro A0 CKa/IUCTOro
KOHyca HoBoro peaiyta NpoCTMpaeTCst POBHBIN Y4acTOK MYCTbIHW CO CMEKLIEeNCs 3eMnen,
Mo KOTOpOW CBO6OAHO MOXET MpOUTM apTunnepuvs. Ha Kpato BnaauHbl TOPUUT CTONG —
3TO YAUBUTENbHOE AN 3AELIHNUX MECT TBOPEHWE PYK YENOBEYECKUX MPEKPACHO BUMAHO
Jla)ke HEBOOPY>KEHHbIM IN1a30M C BepxHel nnolaaku Hosoro peayTa.

BoT Kyaa OOTSHYNM CBOKO Aopory udyxesemubl. OrpoMHas paboTa HakoHel
3aBeplleHa, HO Kakon HeBepOsiTHOM LieHow! JlelTeHaHT CMMEeOHM B CBOMX BblKNaaKax
OTBOAWN Ha CTPOUTENLCTBO LUIECTb MecsiueB. HO WecTu MecsiueB He XBaTUIO, Kak He
XBaTWIO U BOCbMU, U AECATU. W Bce-Taku Aopora MNpoJSioXXeHa, Bpa)keckas KOHHWMUA
MOXXET MpOMYaTbCA MO HEeW C ceBepa ranonoMm, a Ao cteH Kpenoctn 6yaeTt yxxe pykou
noaaTb. IM ocTaHeTCs NLLb Nepeceyb NocneaHU Y4acToK — HECKOMbKO COT METPOB —
Mo POBHOM M Nadkon noBepxHocTW. Ho obownock 3TO AOpOro: NATHaauaTb NeT



I'IOHaD,OGVU'IOCb, NSTHaAUaTb 6€CKOHEeYHO A0NrnX NeT, XO0TA NPOHEC/INCb OHU 6bICTpO, KaK
COH.

Ha nepBbiii B3rnsg HU4ero Bpoae 6bl He M3MeHUNOCh. Bce Te e ropbl BOKpYr, Ha
CTeHax ¢opTa BCe TE XE MSTHA — BO3MOXHO, MOSIBUIINCL M HOBbIE, HO OHMW MOYTU
Hepa3nuumMMbl. Bce To e Hebo, Ta e TaTapckasi MyCTblHSl, €CiM He cuMTaTb
YepHEILEro Ha Kpaw rpaabl ctonba u nNpsaMoM 4epTbl, KOTOpas TO BMAHEETCS, TO
nponagaeT — B 3aBUCUMOCTM OT OCBELLEHMS. ITO M €CTb 3HaMEeHWUTas Aopora.

MsaTHaauUaTh NET AN rop — CyWMA NyCTSK, U Aaxke Ha 6acTnoHax Kpenocty oHn He
OCTaBW/IN CKOJSIbKO-HMOYAb 3aMeTHOro cneaa. Ho ansa noaen nyTb 3TOT 6bin 4ONOr, XOTA
CaMMM UM 1 KaXETCsl, YTO roAbl NPONeTeNnm Kak-To He3aMeTHO. Jlioam B Kpenoctu noytu
BCE Te Xe; BCE TOT Xe PacnopsaoK, Te e CMEHbl Kapayna, Te )€ pa3roBopbl BeayT Mo
BeyepaM oduuepbl.

Ho, ecnu XopolleHbKO BrnsiA€TbCs, MOXHO 3aMeTUTb, UYTO BPEMS BCE-TaKu
HaNIOXXMNO CBOM OTMEYaTOK Ha inua. K ToMy e rapHU3oH onsiTb cokpaTunn. CTeHbl Ha
60MbLIOM MPOTSKEHUN HE OXPAHSIIOTCS, M MPOWTM TaM MOXHO 6e3 BCSKOro napons;
Hapsiabl YaCoBbIX pa3MeLLeHbl TOMIbKO B CaMbIX FMaBHbIX MYHKTax; Aaxe HoBbiM peayT
PELleHO 3aKkpbiTb M NULIb Yepe3 Kaxable AecATb AHEW NocbinaTh Tyaa Hapsa Ans
npoBepkn. Tak Mano 3HaYeHuUs MNpuaaeT Tenepb reHepanbHbIA WTab KpenocTu
bacTtnanw.

MpoknaaKky AOpOrM Mo CEBEPHOM PaBHUHE OH TOXE He MpUHSAN BCepbe3. KTo
roBOpW/I, YTO 3TO 0BblYHAs HEPACTOPOMHOCTb KOMaHAOBaHMS, KTO — YTO B CTONMLIE UM,
KOHEYHO, BMAHEN. ScHO 6biN0 0AHO: Aopora MposioXeHa 6e3 Kakux 6bl TO HW 6blno
arpeccuBHbIX HamepeHun. OObACHEHMSI 3TU BbIrNSAenn ManoybeauTenbHbIMKU, HO
Apyrux Beab He 6bino.

Xu3Hb B Kpenoctu ctana ewe 6onee oagHOO6pasHOM M yeaAMHEHHOW. MONKOBHUK
Hukonosn, mMaop MOHTM M MOAMOAKOBHMK MaTTW BbIWIM Ha MeHcUto. MapHU30HOM
Ternepb KOMaHAyeT MoAMoNKOBHUK OpTul, @ BCEM OCTasibHbIM, 3a WCK/IIOYEHMEM
nopTHoro MNpocaoyYMMo, Tak M OCTaBLUErocs CepXXaHToM, MPUCBOEHbI bonee BbiCOKME
3BaHuS.

B oaHO npekpacHoe ceHTabpbckoe yTpo [poro, Tenepb yxe KanutaH [IKOBaHHM
[poro, BHOBb NOAHMMAETCS BEPXOM M0 KPYTOWN A0pOre, BeAyLUEN U3 A0/UHBI B KPENOCTb
BacTnanu. Y Hero 6bin MECSYHbIN OTMYCK, HO NPOLLIIO TONbKO ABaALATb AHEN, @ OH YXe
crnewuT obpaTHO: ropoa CTan Anst Hero COBEPLUEHHO YYXXUM, CTapble ApY3bsi Npeycnenu,
3aHANN CONMAHOE MOJIOXeHMe B 0bLiecTBe M 340pOBaOTCA C HUM HebpexHOo, Kak C
npocTbiM oduuepoM. [la u poaHoM AOM, MO-NPEXHEMY NOOUMBbIN, Bbi3bIBAeT Y [poro
NUWb YYBCTBO LUEMSALLEN XanocTu. Bcskuid pas, npueskasl, OH 3aCTaeT ero roytu
nycTbiM — MaMMHa KOMHaTa OnycTena Haeceraa, 6paTbs BEeYHO B pasbe3dax, OavH U3
HUX XXEHUNCca 1 nepebpancs B Apyron ropos, BTOPOW NPOAO/XXAeT MOTaTbCA MO CBETY,
KOMHaTbl Ka)XyTCA HEXW/bIMU — rOf10Ca B HUX OTAAIOTCA MYSIKUM 3XOM, AaXe OTKpPbITble
OKHa W1 COJIHLE He noMorator.

WTak, [iporo BHOBb NOAHMMAETCS M3 I0/IMHBI K KpenocTu, TONbKO XM3Hb €ro cTana
Kopoue Ha LenblX NsTHaauaTh neT. OgHako OH He YyBCTBYET B cebe 0cobblx NepeMeH:
BPeMs NPOMYaANocb A0 TOro BbICTPO, YTO €ro Aylla He ycnena coctaputbes. U xoTs
CMyTHas TpeBora 0 6€3B03BpaTHO YLLEALIEM BPEMEHU C KaXbIM AHEM 3asBNISIET O cebe
BCe CuIbHee, [Jporo yrnopHO He paccTaeTcs C UJIHO3MEN, YTO CaMOe INTaBHOE Y HEro eLle
Bnepeaun. [PKoBaHHM TEpPnenunBo XAET CBOEro Yaca, KOTOPbI BCE HE HACTYMaeT, OH He
AYMAET 0 TOM, YTO Byayluee CTPaLLHO YKOPOTUIOCh, YTO OHO Y)XKE He TaKoe, KaK npexae,
KOraa Kasasniocb 4YyTb /M He GECKOHEYHbIM — 3TaKMM HeucuyeprnaembiM 60raTCTBOM,
KOTOpOE MOXXHO TpaTUTb 6e3 Ornsiaku.



OpaHaxabl [poro BCMOMHMI, YTO AABHO YXXE He 3aHMMasncs BEepXOBOW €3[0M Ha
nnauy nepea Kpenoctbto. OH Aaxke 3aMeTW/I, YTO Y HEro nporana K 3ToMy BCAKas 0X0Ta,
a nocnegHne Mecsubl (bor BecTb yxe CKONMbKO) OH He B3beran Mo NectHuuaM,
nepenpbIrmBasl Yepes ABe CTyneHbkW. [nynoctn, AymaeTt [KoBaHHW, (DU3NYECKM OH
300pOB, KaK npexae; HECOMHEHHO, BCE MOXHO HayaTb CHayana, W AoKasbiBaTb cebe
HWUYEro He HaA0 — 3TO 6bI10 Bbl AaXKe CMELLHO.

[a, du13nyeckn HblHEWHUIA [1poro He YCTynaeT NpexHeMy, W, B3ayMan OH cendac
norapueBaTb Ha KOHe WM B36exaTb MO NEeCTHUUE, Y Hero 6bl 3TO MpeKpacHo
MONYYMIOCh, HO FNTAaBHOE B APYroM, MMaBHOE, YTO €ro YXXE He TAHET K 3TOMY, YTO nocne
obena OH npeanoynTaeT MoAPEMAaTb Ha COMHbILWKE, @ He FOHSATb B3aa-Brnepen Mo
KamMeHMCToMy nnauy. BoT B ueM aeno, BOT YTO CBUAETENLCTBYET 06 yXOASLWMX roaax.

O, ecnun 6bl Takne MbICIN NPULLIN €My B FOSIOBY B TOT Beyep, KOoraa OH Briepsble
CTan NOAHMMATbLCS MO JIECTHULE CTyneHbka 3a cTyneHbkon! OH 4yBcTBOBan cebs
HEMHOro yCTanbiM, YTO BEPHO, TO BEPHO, FOMIOBY COBHO 0Bpy4YeM CTSHYNO, OH Aaxe
0TKa3aNcs cbirpaTb MO NPUBLIYKE B KApTULLIKK (BNpOYEM, U paHblue bbiBanu cny4yau,
KOraa OH He HOCWJICS MO NeCTHULAM U3-3a Kakoro-HMbyab Nerkoro HegoMoranus). Ho
OH W npeacTaBuTb cebe He Mor, YTo TOT Bedep Oblfl OYeHb NeYasibHOM BEXOW Ha ero
NyTW, YTO Ha TeX CTYMNeHbKax, B TY MIMEHHO MUHYTY KOH4YMIaCb ero MoaoAoCTb, YTO Ha
cneayoLLmMn AeHb ero 06pas XXM3HW CTAHET YXKe APYrMM 1 Bblfioe He BEPHETCS HU 3aBTPa,
HM nocne3asTpa. Hukoraa.

N BOT ceivac, korga [poro, 3aayMaBLIWCb, MOAHWMAETCA BEPXOM MO KpPyTOMY
COMHEYHOMY CKJIOHY YLIENbS M YXe MNPUTOMMBLUMIACA KOHb MEepexoauT Ha war, C
MPOTMBOMOMOXHON CTOPOHbI AOHOCMTCS YEN-TO FOJOC.

«[OCNOAMH KanuTaH!» — CAbIWKUT OH W, OBEepHYBLIMCb, 3aMeyaeT Ha [Oopore,
BbIOLLENCA MO APYroMy CK/AOHY, MOJSIOAOrO BepxoBoro odwuepa. Jivuo Bpoae
HE3HaKOMOe, HO, Cyas MO 3HakaM pa3nuuus, 3TO nenTeHaHT. Mo-BuauMoMy, AyMaeT
[poro, elle oAMH obuLep ero rapH1M3oHa Bo3BpaLlaeTcsl M3 oTnycka B KpenocTb.

— Y70 Takoe? — cnpalumBaeT O)KOBaHHW, OCTAHOBMB KOHSI MU OTBETUB HA YCTaBHOE
NPUBETCTBUE NENTEHAHTA.

Kakasi npuumHa mMorna nobyautb Monoaoro oduuepa OKIMKHYTb €ro, Aa K TOMYy Xe
C TaKON HEMPUHYXXAEHHOCTbIO?

Mockonbky TOT He oTBeYyaeT, [poro KpUUMT TpoOMYE U YXKE HECKOJIbKO
pa3apaXKeHHo:

— Y10 Takoe?

BbinpsiMMBLUMCL B ceanie, HE3HAKOMbIN NNENTEHAHT CK1aAbIBaET Ia0HN PYNOpPOM U
KpUYnT:

— Hunyero, npocTo g9 xoTen no3aopoBaThcs C Bamu!

MogobHoe  obbscHeHMe  KaxeTca  [DKOBaHHM  MNyMbiM,  MOYTU  Jaxe
OCKOPOUTENBHBIM, C/IMLLKOM Y>X OHO MOXOXE Ha HacMeluky. Ewe nonyaca e3abl, n 6yaet
MOCT, rae obe pgoporn CavBaloTCs. Tak K 4YeMy 3TM HeyMeCTHble rpaxaaHckue
LepeMOHNN?

— KT0 BbI? — KpMuunT B OTBET [poro.

— JlenteHaHT Mopo!

JlenteHaHT Mopo? Tak No KparHen Mepe KanuTaH paccibiwan. B Kpenoctu H1Kkoro
C Takor dammnmnen Het. MoXeT, 3TO HOBbIA MMaAwWwM oduLep HanpaeBnsieTcsa K MecTy
Ha3HayeHns?



Tonbko TyT 60/bl0 OTAAETCA B €r0 Aylle BOCMIOMUHAHWE O AANeKOM [He, KOraa OH
BMepBble NOAHMMASICA MO A0pore K KpenocTu, o BCTpeye ¢ KanuTaHoM OpTULOM UMEHHO
B 3TOM MECTE YLLUEe/Ibsl, 0 CBOEM HETEPMNESIMBOM XENaHUN NEPEKUHYTLCS C/IOBOM C XKMBbIM
UE/TIOBEKOM, O HENOBKOW MOMbITKE 3aBs3aTb Pa3roBop Yepes NponacTb.

Bce TOYHO TaK, Kak B TOT [A€Hb, AYMAET OH, C TOM NUWb PasHULUEN, UYTO POn
MOMEHSIIUCb U Tenepb OH, [poro, CTapbiil KanuTaH, B COTbIA pa3 MOAHWMAIOLWMIACS K
Kpenoctu bacTnaHu, a HOBEHbKOIO, HE3HAaKOMOro eMy nerTeHaHTa 30ByT Mopo. Tonbko
TYT 4O CO3HaHWUS [Jporo AOX0AUT, YTO 3a 3TO BPeMS CMEHWUSIOCH LieN1Ioe NMOKOoSIeHUe, YTO
OH YXe nepeBanu/i Yepe3 pOoKOBYK YepTy, B narepb CTapuKoB, K KOTOPOMY, KakK eMy
nokasanocb B TOT JaNnekui AeHb, npuHaanexan Optuu. WV BOT, pasMeHsIBLUNIA NATbIN
[ECATOK, HE COBEPLUMBLUMNIA B XM3HM HUYErO 3HAUYMTENIbHOrO, OCTaBLIMCA 6e3 aeTen,
6e3 eamHoro 6nmM3Koro cywecrsa Ha BceM 6enom ceete, [KOBaHHWM pacTepsiIHHO
03MpaeTCs Mo CTOPOHAM M YyBCTBYET, UTO €ro XKW3Hb NOKaTUIaCh NoA YK/OH.

OH BUAWT OLLUETUHMBLUMECS KYCTAapPHMKOM CTEHKM, Cbipbl€ YLIENbsl, AaneKne ronole,
TecHsilumecst Ha ¢oHe Heba xpebTbl, HeccTpacTHOe NULO rop; a Ha ApPYron CTOpOHe
yLl€enbsi — MOMIOAEHBLKOrO NIENTEHaHTa, OPOHEBLLErO U paCTEPSIHHOIO, KOTOPbIN, KOHEYHO
Xe, TEWUT cebs HaaexXaon, YTo CNyXuTb eMy B KpernocTy BCero HECKOIbKO MeCsILIEB, U
MeuTaeT 0 6necTsilen Kapbepe, ClaBHbIX paTHbIX MNOABUIax, POMaHTUYECKOW N06BMK.

[poro TpenneT Mo Lee CBOEro KOHsl, a TOT APY>XeNo6HO MOBOPAUMBAET K HEMY
rofioBy, HO MOHATb BeAb HU4ero He MoxeT. Cepaue y [Iporo okuMaeTcs: nmpoilanTte,
AABHWE MeYTbl, MPOLUATe, PafIoCTU XM3HU! SICHOE COMHLE NACcKOBO CBETUT JOASM,
XMBUTENbHBIN BO34YX CTPYWUTCS M3 AONMHbI, 61aroyxaloT ropHble fiyra, NTUUbe MNeHbe
BTOPUT LIyMy BOoAOMaaa. B Takol mpekpacHblii AeHb NoAW AO/MKHBI 6bITb CYACTNBBI,
ayMaeT [1poro U ¢ yAMBIIEHWMEM 3aMEUAET, YTO BCE BOKPYr KaK 6YATO OCTaNoCh TAKUM,
KaK B TO YyZIeCHOe yTpPO ero oHoCTM. OH TporaeT noBoabs. Yepes nonyaca [Aporo BuanT
MOCT, rae CmBaloTcs 0be Aoporu, AyMaeT O TOM, YTO CKOpPO eMy NpeacTouMT BecTu
pa3roBop C NIEATEHAHTOM, M CepaLie ero CHOBa TOCK/IMBO CXKMMAETCS.

XXVI

MoyeMy Tenepb, KOraa Aopora NpoSioXKeHa, CeBepHble cocean ncyesnu? lMNoyemy
NOAM, NOBO3KW, NOWAAM YLWIIM BBEPX MO PaBHMHE WU CKPbIIUCb B CEBEPHOM TyMaHe?
Pagu yero npoaenaHa Bcs 3Ta pabota?

Bblno XOpoWO BWAHO, Kak rpynnbl 3€MMEKOMNOB OTObIBaNM OAHA 3a ApPYron u
MOCTEMNEHHO NpeBpaLLASIMCb B KPOLUEYHbIE TOYKW, pasNMyMMblE TONIbKO B MOA30PHYHO
Tpyby, — COBCEM KaK NSATHaguaTb feT Hasad. OHW OTKpbIAM NyTb congaTtam: Tenepb
BOWCKO CEBEpPSIH MOr/1I0 ABUHYTLCS MO HEMY Ha NPUCTYN KpenocTu bactuaHu.

Ho HMKaKoro BoWCKa YTO-TO He 6bis10. B TaTapckoi NyCcTbiHE OCTaNAch NMLLb JIMHAUSA
A0pOry, cnep pasyMHON YenoBeYEeCcKoW AeATENbHOCTU Ha (hOHEe BEYHOro 3amnyCTeHus.
Bpa)keckoe BOMCKO He CMEeLnso HanaaaTb, BCE, Ka3anoch, ObI/10 OTMIOXEHO, KTO 3HAET,
Ha CKOJIbKO elLe NET.

N paBHWMHa BHOBb 3aMepfia B OUEMNeHeHUU. [o-MpexHeMy HenoABMXKHbI 6blin
CeBepHble TyMaHbl, HEM3MEHHOM OCTanacb MOAYMHEHHAS YCTaBYy >U3Hb Kpenocty,
YacoBble, KaK BCeraa, MEPUIM LLAraMmn KpenoCcTHYHO CTEHY M3 KOHLA B KOHEL, MPEXHUM
OCTaBasiCsl CONAATCKUA ObIT;, AHW LM, MOXOXME OAMH Ha ApPYroi, NoBTOPSsiCb A0
6EeCKOHEYHOCTM, KaK conpathbl, nevyaTawowme war. M Bce-Takm BpeMsi He CTOSI0 Ha
MecTe, He 3ab0TsCb O NOASX, OHO MPOHOCWUNOCH Had MMPOM, YMEPLUBASS BCE, UTO
Hekoraa 6bi/10 NPEKPACHbIM; U HUKTO HE MOT YKPbITbCS OT HEro, AaXe elle 6€3bIMsSIHHbIE
MaZIeHLbI.



Ha nuue [koBaHHM NOSIBUNNCH MOPLUMHBI, €r0 BOAOCHI Noceaenu, noxoaka crana
He TaKoW NTIErkKoW, KaK paHblUe; NMOTOK XXM3HM YXKe 0TOpocun ero B CTOPOHY, TyAa, rae 'y
3aKpaviH 6ypnunm BOPOHKK, — @ Bedb eMy eLle He bbino n natngecatn. KoHeuHo, poro
He Bbixoaun 6onblue B Kapaynbl, y Hero Tenepb 6bl1 CBOM KabWHET B KOMeHAAType —
pSiAOM C KAabMHETOM NoANOAKOBHUKA OpTuua.

Korga HacTynan Beuyep, NOpeaeBlIMIA FAPHU30H Y)Xe He MOr MOMeLlaTb TEMHOTE
3aBnageBaTtb KpenocTblo. 3HaunTeNbHbIE YYACTKU CTeHbl OCTaBasiMcb 6e3 oxpaHbl, U
Ka3anocb, MMEHHO OTTyAa MpocaymBaloTcs B KpenocTb MbICIM O Mpake M ropecTHOM
oavHoyecTBe. [la, cTapbli (hOpT CTan MOXOX Ha OCTPOBOK, 3aTepsiBLUMICA cpeawu
MepTBbIX 3eMefb: CrpaBa W CreBa BbICUINCL FOPbl, K tOry TAHynacb 6e3)knsHeHHas
[ONIMHA, a K ceBepy — TaTapckasi NycTbiHA. Kakue-TO CTpaHHble HEeMNpUBbIYHbIE 3BYKM
FYNKO pa3HOCUIMCL FNy6oKOM HOYbK MO NabupuHTam QopTudmrkaumin, 3actaBnss
CepAua YacoBbIX YYalleHHO 6uTbCs. M3 KkOHU@ B KOHEL, Haa CTEHOW BCe elle
npoHocunock: «Cnywan! Cnywan!», HO nepeknMKaTbCs congataM CTano TPYAHO —
CNULLKOM 60MbLLOE pacCTOsIHUE OTAENAN0 UX Apyr OT Apyra.

B 3TOT nepmoa [1poro okasancst CBMAETENEM MEPBbIX pa30o4yapoBaHUA NenTeHaHTa
Mopo — Takux Xe, KakK y Hero camoro B Monogoctu. BHavane Mopo Toxe ucnyrancs,
nocnewmnn K mManopy CUMEOHW, BbIMOMHABLLUEMY Tenepb 06s3aHHOCTM MaTTu; HO ero
YroBOpWAM OCTaTbCsl XOTS Obl HA YeTbipe Mecsua, @ KOHYMI0Ch TEM, YTO OH YBS3 U TOXe
CTan Yepecyyp NpPUCTanbHO Br/isiAbIBAaTbCA B CEBEPHYHO MYCTbIHIO C 3TOM HOBOM W HUKOMY
BpoAe 6bl HE HY>XHOW A0pOron, 6yavBLIEN B HEM HAZEXAbl HA BOMHCKYO cnasy. [Jporo
X0Tenocb NoroBopuTb ¢ Mopo, npegocTepeyb, NOCOBETOBATL €My yexaTb n3 Kpenoctu,
noka He no3aHo; TeM 6onee 4To Mopo 6bi1 MapeHb CUMMNATUYHBIA U CTapaTenbHbIN. Ho
Kakas-H1byab rnynas Menovb HEM3MEHHO MeLlana Ux pasroBopy, Aa W Bpsid M U3 3TOro
4YTO-HMOYAb 6bl BbILLSIO.

Mo Mepe TOro Kak OTpbIBA/ICb M Najany OAMH 3a APYrUM Cepble IMCTKU AHEN U
yepHble — Houen, y [poro, Optuua (@ BO3MOXHO, M Yy HEKOTOPbIX APYrMX CTapbIX
odvuepoB) BO3pacTanM oOraceHusi, YTO WM Tenepb YXe HUYEro He ycneTb.
HeuyBCcTBUTENBbHBIE K HEOBPATMMOMY X0AY BPEMEHM, YyXKe3eMLbl He TPorasncb C MecTa,
CNOBHO cumTanu ceba 6eccMepTHBIMM 1 MM BbII0 HE XKaslb MPOMAaTbIBATb 3MMbl U BECHbI.
B Kpenoctn e obpetanucb 6eaHsirn, 6e33awmTHble nepes HAaTUCKOM BpEMEHM U
CO3HAIoLLME, YTO UX XXM3HEHHDBIV Npeaen yxxe 6511M30K. Bexu, koTopble Koraa-To Kasanucb
noyTn (PaHTaCTUYECKMMM, HACTONBbKO OHWM BblNn aanekun, BApYr 3amasymnmn AOBOSIbHO
6/1M3K0, HANOMMHast 0 BbICTPOTEUHOCTU XM3HWU. Bcakuin pas, 4Ttobbl HaTK B cebe cunbl
TAHYTb NISIMKY W Aanblie, HYXXHO 6b1710 NMpMAyMbIBaTb KaKyH-TO HOBYIO CUCTEMY, HOBbIE
TOYKM OTCYETA M YTELATbCA TEM, YTO APYIMM eLle XyXe.

Ho BoT 1 OpTuuy npuwiia nopa yaanutbCsl Ha NOKOM (@ Ha CEBEPHON paBHUHE HE
6biN0 3aMETHO HM Manenwero npu3Haka >W3HW, [aXe KPOLWEYHOro OroHbKa).
MoanonkoBHUK OpTuUL caan aena HoBOMY KoMeHaaHTy Kpenoctu — CumeoHu, cobpan Bo
[ABOPE BECb JIMYHbIA COCTaB — 3a WCK/IOYEHMEM, pa3yMEeTCs, OTPsiAOB, HECLUMX
KapaynbHyto cnyxby, — Cc TpyaoM MNpoM3HeC nepen HWMKM pedb, B3obpancs He 6e3
NMOMOLLM aabloTaHTa B Ceasio 1 Bblexasn 3a BopoTa KpenocTu € 3CKOPTOM, COCTOSALWNM U3
OZHOrO NEeWTEHaHTa M ABOMX CONAaT.

[poro nposBoaun ero A0 Kpas nnato. TaMm OHWM M nonpowanucb. bbino Havano
LASIMHHOIO NIETHEro AHS, No Heby nnbiv obnaka, TEHN KOTOPbLIX NPUYYAIMBLIMU MATHaMM
NOXWUNNCH Ha 3eMNto. CrielwmnBLUMIACS NOAMNONKOBHMK OpTuL oToLwen ¢ Jporo B CTOPOHKY;
oba Monuyanu, He 3Has, YTO CKaszaTb APYr ApYyry Ha npowaHue. MNMoToM obMeHAnnChb
BbIMyYEHHbIMU 1 6aHaNbHBIMW CTIOBaMK, TAaKUMU XKANIKUMW U COBCEM He MOXOXUMW Ha
TO, 0 YyeM 6onena ayuwa.



— Bcs MO$1 XKM3Hb Tenepb U3MeHUTCS, — ckasan [poro. — Moxanyi, s 6bl ToXe yexarn
oTctoaa. MpsMo XOTb B OTCTaBKy MoJaBail.

— Tbl ewe Monoa! — ckazan Optuy. — lNMogasaTb B OTCTABKY Nyno, ewe MOXHO
yCcneTb...

— Ycnetb? Yt0?
— MNoBoeBaTb. BOT yBMAWLIbL, HE NPONAET U ABYX NeET...

(OH roBopwun, a B AyLUe HAAESCS, YTO 3TOFO He C/TyumnTCsl, N60 XoTen, YTobbl Aporo
TOXE BEPHYJIC IOMOM, KaK U OH, He AOXAABLUNCH, koraa PopTyHa eMy ynblGHeTcsl, —
C/IMLIKOM Benuka 6bina 6bl HECPaBeaAIMBOCTb. XOTs K [Iporo OH UCMbITbIBan BrOSHE
APY>XeCcKne YyBCTBa W Xenan eMy Tonbko aobpa.)

Ho [>koBaHHM HUYero He OTBETUI.

— [a yX, v OByx NeT He NpovaeT... — noBTopun OpTuUl, Hadesacb yCIbillaTb
BO3PaXKEHUS.

— [la Kakoe TaM — AByX JIET, — 3aroBOpU/1 HakoHel, [DKOBaHHW, — BEKa NpouAayT, a
TO 1 6onblue. [lopora, cunTainTe, 3abpoLleHa: C CeBEpPa HUKTO YXKE He SIBUTCSI.

N xoTa BC/IyX OH NPOM3HEC UMEHHO 3TM C/I0BA, FOSI0C cepALa roBOpWa eMy Apyroe.
B rnybuHe Aylm y HEro C MOMOABIX SIET COXPaHWNOCh NYCTb HESENoe, HO HEOAOIMMOE
npeavyBCTBUE POKOBbIX COBLITUI, CMyTHasi yBEPEHHOCTb, UTO JyULLEE B €r0 XXM3HU eLle
1 HE HaYMHAMOCh.

Oba yMOosnKun, 3aMeTMB, YTO 3TOT pa3roBOp OTAANSET MX APYr OT Apyra. Ho o yeM
ellle 6bI110 FOBOPUTb UM, MPOXMBLUMM MO/ OAHOW KpbILIE 1 MEYTABLIMM 06 OAHOM U TOM
Xe MoYTV TpUauaTb NeT? Tenepb, NOCNe CTOMb AOITOr0 COBMECTHOrO MyTW, AOPOrv MX
PacXoansIMCb, BENW B pasHble CTOPOHbI, HO 06e — B HEBEAOMOE.

— Kakoe conHue! — ckaszan OpTuu, rnsias cnerka NoMyTHEBLIMMUM OT CTapoCTu
rfla3aMmn Ha CTeHbl CBoel KpenocTu, KOTOpYH OH Nokuaan HaBceraa.

A CTeHbl OCTaBa/MCb BCE TaKMMU >KE€ — HKENToBaTbiMM U  CYNAWUMHK
HeobblKHOBEHHbIe NpuKtoYeHns. OpTul NPUCTanbHO rSAen Ha HUX, U HUKTO, KpoMe
[Aporo, He Mor 6bl AOraAaTbCs, Kak OH CTpajaeT.

— W npaBpa apko, — oTBeTun [HKOBaHHM, BCMOMHUB O Mapuu BeckoBu, 0 TOM
[aBHEM Pa3roBOpe B FOCTMHON, KyAa AOHOCWIMCL HaBOASILUME TPYCTb (hOpTEnbSHHbIE
aKkopabl.

— [a yx, noroaa Ha cnaBy, AeWCTBUTENbHO, — noaTeBepavn OpTuu,.

O6a ynbIbHYIMCb B 3HAK TOrO, YTO XOPOLWIO MOHMMAOT APYr Apyra M NOASTMHHbIN
CMbICN 3TUX Bpoae 6bl NycThiX cNoB. Kakoe-To 06/1ak0 HaKpPbIIO MX CBOEN TEHbIO, U Ha
HECKONIbKO MWHYT BCE BOKpYr TMOTEMHENO, 3aTO MO KOHTPAacTy OCNnenuTenbHbIM
3/10BELUMM CBETOM BCMbIXHY/IM Ha COMHUe cTeHbl Kpenoctu. [Be 6onblune nTuubl
KPY>XWnu Haa nepBbIM peayToM. M3ganeka AOHECCS eaBa pa3iMumMMblie CUrHan Tpyo6bl.

— Cnbiwnwb? Tpyba, — cka3an cTapbii oduLep.

— HeT, HMuyero He cnblwy, — conran [poro, YyBCTBYS, UTO Takoh OTBET 6osblue
npuaeTcs no Aylle TOBapuLLy.

— HaBepHo, 5 owmnbcs. [a otcioaa ee u He MOXET 6biTb CblLHO. JeNCTBUTENBHO,
yepecyyp ganeko, — npousHec OpTuL APOrHyBLUMM FOI0COM. [10TOM, CripaBUBLUUCH C
BOSIHEHNEM, 0o6aBuN: — A MOMHULLb HaLLy NEepPBYIO BCTpeYy, Koraa Tbl Npuexan croga 1
ncnyrancsa? Tbl ewe He XoTen Toraa octaBaTbCs, MOMHULLL?

[poro cMor TONbKO OTBETUTL:
— OyeHb AaBHO 3TO 6biN10... — U CTpaHHbIN KOM NOAKATUA Y HEro K ropiy.
Cneays U3BMIUCTOMY XO4y CBOMX Mbicnei, OpTul ckasan:



— KT0 3HaeT, MOXeT, Ha BOMHe 1 6bl eLlle npuroamncst. MprHec bbl KaKy-TO MOMb3Y.
Ho Ha BOWHe... @ B OCTaNbHOM, KaK BUAWLLb, S — MyCTOe MeCTo.

O6nako ynnbino. OHO yxe nepeBanuno 3a KpenocTtb M Tenepb CKOMb3UIO MO
HanpaBfeHUIO K YHbIION TaTapcKoW MyCTbiIHE, MEASIEHHO YAansasicb Ha ceBep. BoT u
Bce... ConHue 3acusino BHOBb, U Ha 3eM1e ONATb MOSABUANCL TEHN ABYX MYXCKMX DUryp.
Jlowaam OpTuuUa 1 TEX, KTO ero ConpoBoXaas, HETEPNENNBO BUIM KOMbITaMM MO KaMHSM
MeTpax B ABaALATM OT HUX.

XXVII

CTpaHuubl MepeBopaynBaloTCs, NpoXoasT Mecsubl M rogbl. bbiBlIME LIKOAbHbIE
ToBapuLmM [poro yxke, MOXHO cKa3aTb, YCTanu oT paboTbl, Y HUX OKNaaucTble 6opoabl
C Npoceabto, OHW CTEMEHHO XOAAT MO Y/MUaM, U BCE NOYTUTENBHO C HUMM 340POBAOTCH,
Y HUX YyXe B3poC/ible AeTW, a KOe y KOro ectb U BHyku. Ctapble apy3bsi [poro,
[I0BOJIbHblE CBOEN Kapbepou, NobaT Tenepb NoHabnogaTb C Nopora BO3BEAEHHOIO UMM
3[aH1S 3a TEYEHMEM XN3HU; B BOAOBOPOTAX TOMMbI OHM C YAOBOLCTBMEM OTbICKMBAIOT
B3rN1SIOM COBCTBEHHbIX JAeTelr, noabaapuBaloT WX, TOPOMSAT, Nobyxaasi O6roHsTb
Apyrux, Bcero pocturatb nepsbiMU. A [DbkoBaHHM [lpOoro euie 4ero-to XAeT, XOT4d
HaeXAbl €ro C KaXKA0W MUHYTOM cnabetoT.

Tenepb OH AENCTBUTENBHO U3MEHUNCS. EMY NSTbAECAT YETbIpe roaa, OH yXXe Manop
N MNOMOLWHNK KOMEHAAHTA HEMHOrOYMCNIEHHOro rapHuM3oHa Kpenoctu. Ewe HegaBHO
nepeMeHbl B HEM Kak-TO He 6pocanncb B rnasa M ero HWKak Henb3a 6bl10 Ha3BaTb
CTapukoM. BpeMsi OT BpeMeHu, XOTa U He 6e3 Tpyaa, OH AN pa3MUHKK Aenan Kpyr-
ApYrovi BEPXOM o nnawy.

MoToM [lporo Hayan XyaeTb, NNUO €ro MNpuMobpeno HEMPUSITHLIA XXEeNTOBaTbIN
OTTEHOK, MbIlWLUbl caenanuce ApsibnbiMu.

— MeyeHb NollanuBaeT, — roBopun AOKTOp POBMHA, yXe rnybokui ctapuk, TBEpAo
peLMBLUMNIA OKOHYNTb CBOM AHM B Kpenoctn. Ho nMopoLuKu, NponuncaHHble AOKTOPOM, He
nomoranu, no ytpam [>KoBaHHM NpOCbINancs pasbuTbiM, C HOLEN 6ONbI0 B 3aTbI/Ke.
Cuas y cebs B kKabmHeTe, OH TONbKO M XAan, KorAa HacTynuT Beyep, YTobbl MOXHO 6b1/10
PYXHYTb B KPEeCno Wau Ha nocresib.

— 3aboneBaHune neveHn, OCNOXXHEHHOE 06LUMM UCTOLLEHMEM OpraH1M3Ma, — FOBOPUI
[OKTOP.

Ho kakoe Morno 6bITb UCTOLEHNE OpraHM3Ma npu ero obpase KusHu?

— Bce npoiipeT, Takme Bewwm — He peaKoCTb B BalleM BO3pacTe, — yBepsin PoBuHa. —
He Tak ckopo, Kak XOoTenocb 6bl, HO MPONAET, BO BCAKOM Cly4Yae, HUYEro OMacHOro s He
HaxoXy.

Tak B XW3Hb [poro BOWIO ewe oAHO AOMOSHUTENbHOE OXuAaHue, ele OAHa
HageXza — Ha BbI340opoBeHne. BnpoyeM, cBoero HeTeprneHust OH HUKaK He Bblka3blBarl.
B ceBepHON MyCTbIHE MO-MPEXHEMY O6blI0 CMOKOMHO, HUYTO He npeaBeLwano
BO3MOXXHOIO HallecTBMs Bpara.

— CerogHs Tbl BbIMISIAULLb NyYLle, — KaXabl AeHb YTELWanmn ero CoC/yXmBLbl.

Ho cam [poro He u4yBcTBOBan ynydweHus. CunbHble ronoBHble 60nn K
U3HYPUTENIbHOE PACCTPOMCTBO XKefyaka, KOTOpbIMM OH CTpajan nepBoe BpeMs,
AEVCTBUTENbHO MPOLUN; HUKAKMX OCOObIX (PU3MYECKUX CTpagaHui OH 6onblue He
ncnbiTbiBan. Ho cunbl noyemMy-To Bece ybbiBanu.

KomeHzaHT Kpenoct CMMeoHU roBopws emy:

— B0o3bMM OTMYCK 1 NOE3Xai 0TAOXHM, XOPOLLO 6bl Te6e NOXUTb rae-HMbyab y Mopsi.



A korga [lporo oTKa3sblBancCs, yBepsisi, YTO YyBCTBYET cebs nydwe 1 npeanoyntaeT
octaTtbcsi, CMMEOHN YKOPW3HEHHO Kadan rosfioBOM, CNOBHO []KOBaHHW, OTBepras €ro
Mone3Hbli COBET, BMOJSIHE OTBEeYalWMAi AyXy U ByKBe YyCTaBa, a TaKXe MHTepecam
rapHU3oHa un cobcTBeHHOro 6narononyyuns, NposenseT HebnarogapHoCTb. CUMEOHM Tak
noaaBnsan BCcex cBoen 6€3yKopu3HEHHONM NPaBUIbHOCTBIO, YTO MHOMME He pa3 NOMUHaNM
A06pbIM CI0BOM MpeXHee Ha4yanbCTBO, AaXe CTapllero aaboTaHTa MatTw.

O yeM 6bl OH HM rOBOPWII, B C/IOBAX €ro, MyCTb CaMblX 6/1aroXxenatesnbHblX, BCeraa
CNbILLANCA CKPbITbIV YKOP OCTallbHbIM, C/IOBHO TO/TbKO OH OAWH BbLIMOJSHAET CBOW AONT
[0 KOHLA, OH oAuH — ornopa KpenocTu, OH OAWH yNaXXuBaeT 6ECKOHEYHOe MHOXKECTBO
HEMPUATHOCTEN, U3-3a KOTOPbIX BCE MOrN0 6bl MONETETb KyBbIPKOM. [pexHui
KOMEH/JAHT B CBOM JTyyLlMe rofibl 6bia NPUMEPHO TAaKWUM XK€, TONTbKO MEHEE NTULIEMEPHBIM,
OH He CUMUTaN HYXXHbIM CKpbIBaTb CBOK YEPCTBOCTb, @ ero rpyboCTb U CYpOBOCTb MHOTAA
AaXXe HPaBUNNUChb CONAATaM.

K cyacTblo, poro noapyXwncst ¢ AOKTOpoM PoBWHOM M 6narogapst €ro nNoMOLLM
cyMen octatbcsi B KpenocTtu. U3 Kakoro-To HEMOHSATHOro cyeBepusi OH 6051Cs MOKMHYTb
Kpenoctb no 6one3Hn, onacascb, YTO NOTOM eMy YyXKe He BEPHYTbCHA. 3Ta MbIiC/b bbina
ANSi HEro HeBbIHOCMMOW. JleT ABaguaTb TOMY Ha3ad OH yXBaTuaca Obl 3a Takylo
BO3MOXHOCTb: OKYHYTbCSl B CMOKOMHYIO CBETCKYIO >XM3Hb FOPOACKOrO FapHM30Ha C
NETHNUMU YYEHUSMU, 3aHATUSIMU Ha CTpenbbulle, KOHHBbIMU COCTS3aHWUSIMKM, TeaTpamu,
bnectawmm obliectsoM, AgamaMu. A 4To Tenepb? ELle HECKONbKO NeT, U Hago byaer
BbIXOAMTb Ha NEHCUIO, Kapbepa ero 3aKOHYNIAch, B JTYULLEM Cllydae HanayT eMy MecTo
npy KakoM-HMbyab WTtabe — Tonbko 4YTo6 Aocnyxutb. OCTaBanoCb HECKOSLKO NeT, ero
MOCNEeAHUN LUAHC; KakK 3HaTb, @ BAPYr 3a 3TO BPEMS M NPOM30MAET AONTrOXAaHHOe
cobbiTne? OH oTaan KpenocTu nydlume roabl CBOEN XMU3HU U cunTan cebs BrnpaBe XoTs
6bl NoaoXaaTb A0 NOCNEAHEN MUHYTBI.

YT0o6bl YCKOPUTL BbI3AOPOB/IEHME, POBMHa nocoBeToBas [poro NoMeHblue AyMaTb
0 paboTe M nexaTtb Lenbli AeHb B MOCTENN: HYXHble ByMarn U [OKYMEHTbI MyCTb
NPUHOCAT eMy B KOMHaTy. CTOSI1 XOMOAHbIA M AOXKANMBLIN MapT, U3-3a AoXAenh 6bin
CTpaLUHble 06Basibl B ropax; BHE3AMHO MO HEMOHSITHBIM NPUYMHAM 06PYLLNBANIUCH LiENble
CKasnbl U, ApobsiCb, NeTenu B NPOMNacTb CO 3/10BELLUMM FPOXOTOM, HE 3aTUXABLUMM B HOUM
Ha NPOTSXKEHMUN HECKOMbKMX YaCoB.

HakoHeL, ¢ OrpoMHbIM TPYZIOM CTafla NpPOK/EeBbIBaTbCA BecHa. CHer Ha nepesane
y>XXe CTasin, HO ryCTble TyMaHbl ele uennsnnce 3a KpenocTtb. PaccesTb UX MO0 NuLb
)KapKOe COJIHLUE, HacTONIbKO CrpPeccoBasicsl 3a 3UMy CblpoM BO3AyX B AO0nMHax. Ho
OfHaXAbl YTPOM, MPOCHYBLUNCb, [poro yBWAEen, 4YTO Ha [AEPEBSHHOM MOJly BHOBb
NosiBUIACb MOSIOCKA COJTHEYHOrO CBETA, M MOHS, YTO BECHA BCe-Taku npuLna.

M B Oywe BHOBb 3aTennnnach Haaexaa, YTo ee NMpuxoA AacT eMy HOBble CWbl.
[laxxe B CTapblX AEPEBSIHHbIX CTPOMMIAX BECHOWM MOSIBNISIOTCS OTrOMOCKM XKU3HM: HOUM
HAMOJHAOTCSA KaKMM-TO MOCKPUMNbIBAHWEM, NOTPECKMBAHWEM. Bce CNoBHO 6bl HAUMHaET
XXMTb 3aHOBO, Ha MMP 06pPYLUMBAETCA BOSIHA 340POBbS U PafoCTu.

NmeHHO 06 3TOM 1 ayman [poro, BocKpellas B NamMsiTv noaxoasilme BblCKasblBaHUS
BENTMKUX NUcaTeNemn, YTobbl YKPENUTLCS B CBOMX HaaexaaxX. OH NOAHSNICS C NOCTenn u,
nowlaTblBasiCb, NoAowen K okHy. Cnerka Kpy>xunacb ronosa, HO MbIC/lb, YTO TaK 6biBaeT
CO BCEMM, KTO JONro nponexan B MOCTeNu, HeCKOsbKO ycriokouna ero. U BepHo,
rONIOBOKPY>XEHMe CKOpO MpoLunio, u Iporo cMor nontoboBaTbCsl CUSIHMEM COMHLA.

Kasanocb, BO BceM Mupe pasnuta 6e3mepHas pagoctb. CaM [poro BUAETb HUYEro
He MOr, TaK KaK nepej ero OKHOM BbICW/1aCb CTEHa, HO 3Ty PaJoCTb OH JIerko yraabisarn.
[axe cTapble KperocTHble CTeHbl, KpacHoBaTas 3eM/isi BO [ABOpe, MnocepeBLlune



AEPEBSIHHbIE CKAMEWKM, MycTas NoBO3Ka, MeASeHHO 6peadylimii conaaT — Bce npsiMo
MCTOYAN0 PaZioCTb. A KaK e, HaBEPHO, XOPOLLO TaM, MO APYryto CTOPOHY CTeH!

[lporo 3axoTenocb 0AeTbCsA, MOCUAETh HA OTKPLITOM BO3AYXE B KPEC/E, MOrpeThCst
Ha CONHLE, HO KaKOM-TO BHYTPEHHMI 03HO6 yaepxan ero oT 3TOro M 3acTaBui
BEPHYTbCS B MOCTeNb. M BCe e cerogHs s YyBCTBYlO cebsi nydlle, ropasao nydue,
noZlyMasn OH, BEPS, YTO TaK OHO U eCTb.

MUPHO CUSINO BOCXUTUTENBHOE BECEHHEE YTPO; MOMOCKa COMHEYHOro CBeTa
MEAJIEHHO NepeMeLianach no nony. Bpems ot BpeMeHu [poro nornsabiBan Ha Hee u He
o6Hapy>xu1Ban B cebe HM ManeiLLero XenaHus 3aHMMaTbcs bymMaramu, CKONMBLUMMUCS Y
Hero Ha Tymbouke. K TOMy e cTosila HeobbluaiiHasi TULLMHA, KOTOPYHO MOYEMY-TO He
HapYyLann HU AOHOCUBLUMICSA MHOrAQ ronoc Tpybbl, HU LWYM BOAbl B LMCTEPHE. [axe
CTaB MalopoM, [Jporo He noXenan pacctaTbCs CO CBOEW KOMHATOW, OMsiTb-Taku W3
YMCTOro CyeBepus; a K BCXMMNaM LUMCTEPHbI OH HACTOMbKO MPUBBIK, YTO OHU HUYYTb €ro
He pasapakanu.

[lporo Habnoaan 3a MyxoW, CeBLLEN NPSMO Ha MOJIOCKY CO/THEYHOrO cBeTa. To 6bina
HeXAaHHas roCTbsl, HEMOHATHO Kak nepexuslias 3uMy. OH BHMMaTeNbHO Habnoaan 3a
ee nepemeLLeHaMm, HO TYT KTO-TO MOCTy4Yan B ABEpb.

[1XOBaHHM OTMETU NpO Ce6sl, YTO CTYK CTPaHHbIN. ITO, KOHEYHO, Obl/T HE AEHLUMK,
M He KanuTaH KoppaauM M3 BOEHHOM KaHuenspuu (TOT CBOM CTYK HEU3MEHHO
COMPOBOX/Jas BEX/IMBbLIM «pa3peLunTe»), N HUKTO M3 0ObIYHbIX MOCETUTENEN.

— Bovigute! — ckaszan [poro.

[1Bepb OTKpbINacb, M NOKa3ancs CTapbiii NOpTHOM MNpocaoymMMo, CoBCeM COrbeHHbIN,
B HENenoM oaesiHUM, KOraa-To GbiBLUEM cepxxaHTckon ¢opMoi. OH crierka 3anbixancs
1, BOMASA B KOMHATY, YKa3aTe/IbHbIM NasbLEM NPaBoON pykn TKHYN B BO34yX, MMeSi B BUAy
YTO-TO HaxoAsLWeecs No Ty CTOPOHY KPENOCTHbIX CTEH.

— NayT! NayT! — 3aroBopLumMyeckn cooblmn OH NpUrayLlWweHHbIM Fos10COM, ClIOBHO
3T0 6blna BenvKkas TanHa.

— K70 wnpgetr? — cnpocun [poro, C yavMBNeHMEM [NsAs Ha B30yaopaXkeHHOro
noptHoro. M nogyman: BoT Bavn! CTouT 3TOMY TUny pa3bonTaTbCs, TaK paHbLle YeMm
yepes yac OT Hero He u36aBuLLbCS.

— OHu nayT no gopore, M'ocnoau boxe Tbl MOK, MO ceBepHoM aopore! Bce yxe Ha
Teppace: CMOTpAT.

— Mo ceBepHoi gopore? Conaatbl, YTO NN?

— batanboHamu, 6aTanboHamMu! — yxke Kpuyan CTapuyok, OKnuMas Kynaku. — Ha atot
pa3 HMKAKOW OLIMGKM, K TOMY e NpuLuia Aenella U3 reHepanbHoro wraba: cooblatoT,
YTO HaM BbICNAHO noakpenneHune! 1o BoMHa! BonHa! — kpuyan Mpocaoummo, n 6bino
HEMOHATHO, TO /I OT UCMYyra OH TaK HAaApPbIBAETCA, TO I OT PaAOCTy.

— Wx yxe BnaHO? be3 noasopHon Tpybbl? — [1poro cen B KpoBaTW, OXBaY€HHbIV
Y>KacCHbIM BO/THEHUEM.

— Ewe kak BuMAHO, 4epT nobepu! Y HUX Aaxe NyWKW, HAWM HacduTanu yxe
BOCEMHaaLUaTb WTykK!

— W korga oHM MoryT Ha Hac HanacTb? CKONbKO BpeMeHu UM noTtpebyetcs, 4Tobbl
pobpatbes croga?

— [Ha uto rosopuTb! Mpu Takon-To goporel... 4 aymalo, yepes ABa AHS OHU YXe
6yayT 3aecb. MakcumyMm 4vepes asal



MpoknaTas noctenb, noayman Aporo. Jlexu TyT, NpukoBaHHbIM. Hago e 6binio
3abonetb! EMy 1 B ronosy He npuwno, 4to MNMpocaounmo Mor ckasaTb Hernpasagy. OH
Cpa3y MoBepwi: BCE TaK U €CTb, OH XXe 3aMeTwu/l, YTO AaXKe BO3AyX U3MEHWNCH, U He
TOJIbKO BO3YyX, @ CaM COJIHEYHbIN CBET CTan Apyrum.

— lNpocaoymmMo, — ckasan OH, C TPyAOM MepeBoas AblXxaHWe, — cxoan no3osu Jlyky,
MOEro AeHLMKa... HET, 3BOHUTb 6eCcnone3Ho, OH, AO/MKHO 6bITb, BHU3Y, B KaHUENSpum —
XAOET, Koraa emy gaayT ans Mens bymaru, nam ckopee, npouwy tebs!

— S CU0 MUHYTY, rocnoanH Manop! — oTKINKHYCs MpocaounMo yxe Ha xoay. — He
AyMaliTe 6onblue 0 CBOMX 60MsIYKax, BbIXOAUTE Ha CTEHY, CaMu BCe yBMAanTE!

OH Bblbexan, 3abbIiB Aa)ke 3aKpbiTb 3a CO60MN ABEPb: CNbIWHO 6bIN0, KaK LWark ero
yAansioTca no Kopnaopy, NOTOM CHOBA HACTynuia TULLMHA.

— lFocnoaw, caenan Tak, 4Tobbl S MOYYBCTBOBAN cebsl nydlle, Moo Tebsi, XoTs Obl
Ha Headent, — wenTtan Jporo, He B C1Aax CrpaBUTbLCS C BOSTHEHUEM.

OH XOTen HeMeM/IeHHO BCTaTb, BCTATb JIO6OM LIEHOW M TOTHYAC OTMPABUTHLCH Ha
CTEHY, NMoKa3aTbcst CUMEOHWU, aTb BCEM MOHATb, YTO OH HE MAHKUPYET, YTO OH Ha CBOEM
KOMaH/AHOM MOCTY W, KaK BCEr[a, BbIMO/HAET BO3/IOXEHHbIE HA HEro 06s13aHHOCTH, M60
y>K€ COBEPLUIEHHO 3/10POB.

Bax! OT CKBO3HSIKA, MOTSAHYBLUErO M3 KOPMAOPA, C FPOXOTOM 3aXJI0MHyNach ABEPb.
B rnybokoi TULIMHE 3TOT FPOMKMIA U 3/10BELUMI YAap Npo3By4Yan OTBETOM Ha MOJSIUTBY
Aporo. MouyeMy Jlyka Bce He naeT? CKOMbKO BPEMEHM HYXHO 3TOMY MAMOTY, UTOGbI
0[10NETb [1Ba NECTHUYHbIX MapLia?

He noxunaasce aeHwmka, Jporo BCTan € KpOBATK, U Y HEro Cpasy Xe 3aKpy>XXunacb
ronosa. Ho nocreneHHO ronoBOKpY>XeHue NpoLwsio. Tenepb OH CTOS nepes 3epkasioM
N UCNYraHHO CMOTPEeN Ha CBOE L0 — XenToe, U3MOXAeHHoe. DTO Bce oT 6opoasl,
nonpo6oBan yTewmnTb ceba [PKkoBaHHN M HEBEPHBLIMM LIAraMm B OAHON HOYHOW pyballke
ctan 6poanTb No KOMHaTe B nouckax 6puTebl. HO noyeMy xe He naet Jlyka?

bax! — cHoBa x/10MHYyNa ABepb, NpUBeAEHHAsA B ABUXXEHME CKBO3HAKOM.

— Yept 6bl TE6s nobpan! — 6ypkHyn [poro, HanpaBnssicb K ABepwn, 4Tobbl ee
3aKpbITb, M TYT yCabiwan npubnmkatowmecs waru AeHLwmKa.

TwaTenbHo BLIGPUTLIN 1 0AETHIV — NpaBaa, hopMa Tenepb 6onTanacb Ha HEM, Kak
Ha Bellanke, — Mainop [XoBaHHM [lporo BbileN W3 KOMHATbl W HanpaBWICS MO
KOpWMAOPY, MOKA3aBLIEMYCS €My MHOro AJIMHHee, YyeM 06blYHO. Jlyka Len psiaom,
OTCTYNS NWlb Ha wWar, 4Tobbl B NO6YD MUHYTY €ro moaxBaTWTb, M6O BMAEN, 4TO
KOMaHAMp C TPYAOM AEPXUTCS Ha Horax. Tenepb TOMIOBOKPY)XXEHME HAKaTbIBAsIO
BO/IHAMK, M Kaxabli pa3 [lporo npuxXoAwnocb OCTaQHABAMBATLCS M MepexuaaTb,
OrMepLUMCb O CTEHY. S C/IMLLIKOM BOJIHYHOCb, HEPBbI LWANST, NogyMan oH. Ho B 06LeM MHe
BCe-TaKu NyuLle.

[ONOBOKpPY>XEHME U BMpsSiMb NPOLLIO, M [poro MOAHANCS Ha BEPXHIOK Teppacy
dopTa, rae rpynna oduuepoB pa3rnsiabiBana B NoA30PHbIE TPYObl TPEYronbHbIA y4acToK
PaBHWHbI, HE 3aC/IOHEHHbIN CKanamu. [PKOBaHHM, LWYpPSCb OT HEMPUBbLIYHOrO rnasy
SIPKOr0 COSHLA, HeBMomnag oTBevan Ha npuBeTCcTBMsS. EMy nokas3anocb — a MOXET, OH
cenyac Boobuue 6bin1 CKIIOHEH BUMAETbL BCE B YEPHOM CBETE, — YTO Mnagwme oduuepsbl
Mo340pPOBaIMCb C HWMM  HECKONbKO HeOpexHO, CMOBHO OH He 6bl1 yXe KX
HenocpeaCTBEHHbIM Ha4anbHWKOM, B M3BECTHOM CMbICNle BepwuTenem ux cyaeb.
Hey>enn oHM CYMTAIOT ero KOHYEHbIM YEeI0BEKOM?

DTy HEMPUSITHYIO MbIC/Ib BbICTPO BbITECHUN APYrUe: TPEBOXHbLIE MbIC/IN O BOMHE.
Mpexae Bcero [poro 3aMeTwn, YTo Hag BanoM HoBoro peayta NOAHMMAETCS TOHKas



CTpyMKa AbIMa: 3HAYWUT, TaM CHOBAa MOCTaBW/IM Kapay/bl, UYpe3BblYaliHble MEpbl YXe
NPUHATbI, BECb FApPHW30H npuBedeH B 00EBYIO TFOTOBHOCTb, @ €ro, MOMOLLHMKA
KOMeHAaHTa, Aaxe He masectunu. Ecnm 6bl MNMpocaoumMmo He npuwen no cobCTBEHHOM
MHULUMATUBE M HE NMo3Bas ero, oH 6bl 4O CUX MOp NexXan B NOCTENU, AaXe He Noao3peBas
06 onacHocTw.

[lporo oxBaTuN FHEB, XIyunii U 6eCCUnbHbIN, B rNa3ax y Hero NoMyTUI0Ch, TakK YTO
NPULLNOCL NPUCNOHUTBCS K MapaneTy; OoAHako Nboe CBOe ABMXKEHWE OH Tenepb
B3BeLUMBas, YTOObI Apyrne He NOHSANN, HACKOMbKO NoXK ero aena. OH vyBCTBOBan cebs
CTPaLLHO OAMHOKMM, OKPY>XEHHbIM BparaMu. bbino 34ech, NpaBaa, HECKONbKO MOMOAbIX
NENTEHAHTOB, KOTOPbIE K HEMY MpuBSA3aHbl — Mopo, Hanpumep. Ho MHOro nu 3HauuT
noaaep)xka Mnaalwmx opuuepos?

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YC/blLLan 32 CBOEN CNMHOWM KOMaHAy «CMUPHO». [Jporo ornsiHyncs
N yBMAEN CTPEMUTENBHO Npubnuxatowerocs noanoskoBHMKa CMMeoHU. JIMuo y Hero
661710 KpacHoe.

— S yxe nonyaca uwy Tebs noscroay! — BOCKAMKHYN OH, obpawasch K [poro. —
Hapgo uto-To Aenatb! MNpuHATL Kakoe-To peLueHue!

Moaxoas, oH n306pasns Ha N1LUE BbipaXXEHME y4aCTUS U COCPEAOTOHEHHO CABUHY/
6poBK, CNOBHO 6OMbLLE BCEro Ha CBETE €My Ceryac Hy>Hbl 6bi1nM coBeThl [poro. 3Tn
cnoBa 06e30pyXunn pkoBaHHM, THEB TOYHO PYKOW CHSJO, XOTS1 OH NPEKPACHO NOHMMAT,
yTO ero obmaHbiBatoT. CuMeoHn owmbancs, nonaras, 6yaTo [poro yxe He CMOXeT
BCTaTb C NOCTeNu, 1 3abbln 0 HeM AyMaTb. Bce pelueHns oH NpyHMMan caM, paccunTbiBas
nocTaBuTb [Iporo B U3BECTHOCTb O MPOMCXOAsLUEM, Koraa aeno byaet yxxe caenaHo. Ho
KTO-TO CKa3an emy, 4to [poro xoamt no Kpenoctun, n oH nobexan ero uckatb, YTobbI
3aBepUTb B CBOMX TyULUMX HAMEPEHUSIX.

— Y MeHs TyT fenewa OT reHepana Crauum, — ckasan CuMeoHu, npegynpexaas
BO3MOXHbIE BOMpPOChl [Jporo n oTBOAst €ro B CTOPOHKY, YTODObI Apyrve He ycnblwanu. —
MoHMMaewb, C MUHYTbI Ha MWHYTY nNpubyayT ABa MNOnKa, a rae npukaxere ux
pa3MecTuTb?

— [lBa nosika NoAakpenneHna? — owesioMIeHHO nepecnpocun Jporo.

CumMeoHM Mnokasan emy aenewly. FeHepan coobuan, YTo B Lensix 6e30nacHoCTU K
npeceyeHns BO3MOXHbIX MPOBOKAUMM CO CTOPOHbI MPOTMBHMKA ABa Monka — 17-1
MEXOTHbIN W elle OAWH, YCUNEHHbIM NErkonm apTUANepuen, — NpuUaalTCcs B MOMOLLb
rapHu3oHy KpenocTu. Mo Mepe BO3MOXXHOCTM HaZlo BOCCTAHOBUTb FAPHU30H B MPEXHUX
MacwTabax M packBapTMpoBaTb BHOBb MpuMOLIBLUMX congat v oduuepoB. Yactb ux,
€CTeCTBEHHO, NMPUAETCS Pa3MeCTMTb B NanaTkax.

— A noka s 0TnpaBwun oanH B3BoA Ha HoBbI peayT. MNpaBuibHO, KaK Tbl CYATAELLL? —
fo6aBmn CUMeOoHM U, He AoXMAAsACh OTBETA, CHOBa Cnpocun: — Tbl UX yXe Buaen?

— [a-aa, BCce NpaBWbHO, — C TPYZIOM BblaaBun u3 cebs [)KoBaHHM.

CnoBa CMMeOHM OTAaBaANIUCb Y HEro B YLUAX MPepbIBUCTBIMU U H6ECCMbICTIEHHBIMM
3BYKaMU, BCE BOKPYI HEMPUSITHO NMOKauMBasnock. Jporo 66110 nioxo, BHE3AMHO K ropny
noAKaTua AypHOTaA, M OH BCE CUJbl COCPEAOTOUMIT HA TOM, YTOBbI YAepXKaTbCs Ha HOrax.
O lFocnoaun, o Focnoan, Monu OH MbIC/IEHHO, MOMOMM MHE XOTb HEMHOTO!

YT06bl CKPbITb CBOE COCTOSIHME, OH B35/1 B PyKWU MOA30PHYO TPyby (3HAMEHUTYIO
NOA30pHYt0 TpyBy CMMEOHM) M HanpaBWui ee Ha CeBEP, YNEPLUUCh JIOKTAMU B NapaneT —
MHauye 6bl, HaBepHO, He ycTosin. OX, ecnn 6bl Bparm XoTb YyTb-YyTb MNOAOXKAANU, EMY
BeAb W Hedenn XBaTWUT, YTOBbl BOCCTAHOBUTb CWfbl. OHM XXAanu CTOMbKO NeT, Tak
noyeMy 6bl UM He 3aAePXXAThCA ELLE Ha HECKO/bKO AHEN, BCEro Ha HECKOMbKO AHEN?



OH HanpaBua NOA30PHYI0 TPYBY Ha TPeyrofbHUK MyCTbIHW, HAAESICb, YTO HWUYEro
TaM He 3aMETUT — HMKAKOro NMpu3Haka XWu3HW. BoT o ueM MeuyTan Tenepb [poro, BClO
XXM3Hb MOJIOXKMBLLWUIA Ha OXMAAHWE Bpara.

OH Hapesncs, YTo HAYEro TaM He YBMAWT, HO KaKasi-TO YepHasi rosioca nposerna
HaWCKOCOK Yepe3 benecyto NyCTbIHIO, M K TOMY Xe ABUranach: Kulallas Macca noaen
M MOBO30K Cryckanacb C ceBepa B CTOPOHY KpenocTu. 3To 6binn yxe He >ankue
BOOPY>XEHHbIE OTPS/ibl, 3aHUMABLUMECS Pa3METKON rpaHuMLbl. BUIOCb HAKOHEL, BOMCKO
CeBepsiH, W Kak 3HaTb...

TyT n3o06paxkeHne B OKysipe NOA30PHON TPyObl 3aBEPTENOCH, Kak BOAA B BOPOHKE,
CTAQHOBSACb BCE TEMHEE, TEMHEe, MoKa He CAenanocb COBCEM YepHbIM. MoTepsiBLUMA
CO3HaHue [1poro, CNIOBHO TpsNMYHas Kyknia, 6e3B0JIbHO MOBWUC Ha napaneTe. CUMEoHM
BOBpEMSI ycrien ero noaxesatuTb. MoaaepxunBas 6e3KM3HEHHO 06MsKLiero [poro, OH
yepes CyKHO OLLyTW ero Topyallue pebpa.

XXVII

Mpowen AeHb, NpoLuia HoYb, Marop [>xoBaHHKM [poro nexan B NOCTENW; BPEMS OT
BPEMEHN A0 €ro cnyxa AOHOCMNOCh pUTMMYHOEe 6yfibKaHbe B LMCTEPHE — U HUYEro
6onblue, XoTs No Bced KpenocT C KaxaoM MUHYTOM HapacTano TpEeBOXHOe
BO36Yy>xaeHMe. M3011MpoBaHHbLIM OT MUpa [poro nexan v NpuciyLlwmBancs K CBOEMY
OpraHu3My, HafesCb, YTO YTpayeHHble CU/bl BAPYr HAYyHYT K HEeMy BO3BpallaTbCs.
[lokTop PoBMHa cKas3an, YTo 3TO BOMPOC HECKONbKMUX AHEN. [MyCTb TaK, HO CKOSIbKUX XE?
CMOXET NN OH, Koraa HarpsiHeT Bpar, XoTs 6bl BCTaTb Ha HOMM, 0AETbCS, AOMNIECTUCh A0
BepxHen Teppacbl? MHoraa [poro MoAHMMAnNcs C KpoBaTWM — €My Ka3aNlocb, YTO OH
YyBCTBYeT cebs HeMHOro Jsyywe, — CaMOCTOSITENbHO A0X0oAWN A0 3epkana, Ho
rNafeBllee Ha Hero OoTTyAa CTpallHoe NMUo 3eMIMCTOro LBeTta C BBaJMBLUMMUCS
LLEKAaMN He OCTaBNANO HUKakuX Wnno3vin. C 3aTyMaHEHHbIMU OT TOSIOBOKPY>XEHMS
rnasamu OH, MOLLATbIBasiCb, BO3BpaLLaiCs B NOCTENb M MPOK/IMHAN Bpaya, KOTOPbLIA He
MOl ero Bbl/1IeYnTb.

Monocka CONHEYHOro CBETa Ha MoJy Mpowsia A0BOMbHO 60MbLIOM OTPE30K CBOEro
€XeHEBHOro MyTW — 3HAYUT, YXXE€ He MeHblle OAMHHAAuaTh; CO ABOopa AOHOCUIUCH
KaKune-To HenpuvBbIYHbIE 3BYKM W ronoca, a [poro Bce nexan HernoaBMXXHO, YCTaBsACh B
NOTOMOK. BApyr B KOMHaTY BoLles KOMeHAaHT KpenocTy noanoaKoBHUK CUMEOHN.

— Kak gena? — cnpocun oH 6o4pbIM ronocoM. — Jlyywe? YTo-TO Tbl, MO-MOEMY, OYEeHb
yX bneaeH.

— 3Hato, — xonoaHo oteeTun [poro. — CeBepsiHe Aaneko npoaBUHYINCH?

— Ewe kak ganeko, — ckazan CumeoHW. — Ux apTunnepus yxxe noaHaTa Ha rpsay.
Ceryac ee yCTaHaBNMBAIOT... Tbl yXK MPOCTWU, YTO $ HE 3allen paHblue... Y Hac TyT
HacToswmin aa... Mocne obena npubyaeT noakpensieHne, MHe TONbKO Cervac yaanoch
BbIKPOUTb MSATOK MUHYT...

— 3aBTpa, — cka3an [poro n caMm yamBuACH, YCNbiWas, KaK APOXWUT ero ronoc, —
3aBTpa S HAAEKCb NOAHATLCS — XOTb HEMHOrO Tebe nomory.

— O, HeT-HeT, BbIbpOCb 3TO M3 rosioBbI, MMAaBHOE — NOCKOpee Bbi340paB/IMBan U He
AyMal, yTo 51 0 Tebe 3abbin. Y MeHsi aaxe ecTb ANns 1ebs NpusTHAsi HOBOCTb: CEroAHs
3a To6on nNpubyaeT OTNMYHLIMA 3KMnax. BonHa BOMHOM, a Apyxba npexae BCero... —
CKaszan OH, cObpaBLUNCE C AyXOM.

— Jkmnax? 3a MHoK1? MNMoyeMy 3a MHON?

— Hy koHe4yHo, 3a To60M, YTobbl yBE3TN TEbS oTCioda. He MoXellb Xe Tbl BEYHO
TopyaTb B 3TOM Ablpe. B ropoge Tebs GyayT neumtb nydwe, TaMm Tbl Yepe3 Mecsu



BCTAHELIb Ha HOrM. A 3[elHne Aena nycTb Tebs He TPeBOXaT, OCHOBHbIE TPYAHOCTU
y>XXe nosaau.

[poro Tak u 3atpsiccs. Ero, noxxepTBoBaBLUEro BCEM paji BCTPEYM C BparoMm, €ro,
6onblue Tpex AECATKOB JIET XMBLUEro 3TON €AMHCTBEHHOW HaAeXAOW, W3rOHSIOT U3
KpenocTy MMeHHO Tenepb, KorAa Bpar HaKOHEL-TO Y BOpoT!

— Tebe cnepoBano xots 6bl CnpoCUTb MOEro cornacungd, — oTBeETUN OH ApOXallnuM OT
BO3MYLLIEHUS FOJIOCOM. — S C MeCTa He CABWHYCb, S XO4y 6bITb 34€ECb, N HE TaK yX 4
Tshkeno 6oneH, Kak Thbl AyMaellb, BOT 3aBTpa NOAHNUMYCb...

— He BonHy#cs Tbl, paan bora, HUKTO Tebsi He 3acTaBnsieT, OT BOMIHEHUS Tebe e
Xy>Xe CTaHET, — cka3as CMMEOHM C BbIMyYEHHOWN COYYBCTBEHHOM YNbIOKON. — MHe TONbKO
Ka3anocb, YTO Tak byaeT ropasao nyywe, Aa v PoBMHa roBopwr...

— Y10 MOXeT cka3aTb TBOM PoBMHA? 310 OH Tebe NocoBeTOBas Bbi3BaTh IKUMAX?

— HeT-HeT, 06 3kuna)ke y Hac n pasroBopy He 6bino. Ho OH cuuTaeT, 4yTo Tebe
Nose3HO NepeMeHnTb 06CTaHOBKY.

W Torpa [poro pewwunn noroBoputb ¢ CUMEOHU Kak C ApPYroM, U3NUTb Nepes HUM
Aywly, Kak npexae genan ¢ ogHuM nuwb OpTuuoM. B KoHue koHuoB, CMeoHu Toxe
YesoBeK.

— MNocnywaw, CMMeoHn, — Ha4yan OH APYrMM TOHOM. — Tbl BeAb 3HaELb, YTO 3A€eCh,
B KpenocTu... BCe OCTaloTCA CNYXXUTb TOMIbKO paan Hagexapl... 3T0 TPyAHO 06BbACHUTD,
HO TbI-TO AO/HKEH MEHS! NOHSATb. — (HeT, HM4ero oH He Mor eMy 06bsICHUTL. ECTb Belu,
KOTOpbIE 10 TaKMX Ntoaen He AoxoasT.) — Ecnv 6bl HaMm... ecnu 6bl He 3Ta Haaexaa...

— He noHumato, — otBeTU CMMEOHM C HECKPbIBAaEMbIM pasapaxkeHneM. (K ueMmy ata
naTeTuka, noayman oH. Heyxenu [poro ot 60/1€3HM Hayan BragaTb B AETCTBO?)

— Ho Tbl Xe JomKeH NoHATb, — TBepaua cBoe [KoBaHHU. — bonblue TpuauaTtu ner
S CMXKY 3[€Cb M XAay... S ynyCTUn CTONbKO BO3MOXHOCTEN. TpuauaTb NET — He WyTKa, U
BCE TpuMAUaTb NET S XAan, Koraa nosiBUTCS Bpar. Tbl He MoXelwb TpeboBaTb, YTOOLI
UMEHHO Tenepb... YTobbl MMEHHO Tenepb S yexan.. He Moxewb, 5 “Me MNpaBo
OCTaTbC4, €CNK YXX Ha TO NOLLNO...

— Xopouwlo, — pe3ko npou3Hec CuMeoHu. — S AyMarn, 4YTo oKasbiBalo Tebe ycnyry, a
Tbl OTBEYaELlb TakoM HebnaroaapHoOCTbIO. BbIxoauT, He cTouno Tpyaa... S cneunanbHO
OTMpaBuUN [IByX BECTOBbIX, CNeLManbHO 3aaepyan nepebpocky oaHon 6atapen, Y4Tobbl
MOMXHO ObINI0 NPOMNYCTUTb TBOM 3KUMAX.

— Ho s xe Tebs He ynpekato, — oTo3Bancs [poro. — 4 gaxe npusHaTteneH tebe, Tol
caenan 3To U3 Nydwux noby>kaeHui, s noHnMato. — (O, Kakast Myka, iyMan OH, NbiTaTbCs
3a406puTh 3Ty cBoNoYb!) — Ho Beab akMnaxx MOXET 0CcTaTbCa 3A4ech. K TOMy e ceivac
1, NOXanyn, U He BblAEPXKY TaKoro MyTeLIecTBUS, — ONPOMETYMBO A06aBMN OH.

— TONbKO YTO Tbl FOBOPW/I, YTO 3aBTPa YXe MNOAHMMELLbLCHA, a Tenepb — 4YTO He

MOXelb AaXe CeCTb B 3KWMMaX, MpOCTU, HO, MO-MOEMYy, Tbl CaM He 3Haellb, 4ero
Xo4elb...

[poro nNonbITancs UcnpasnTb CBOK OMIOWHOCTb:

— Ho 370 e coBepleHHO pa3Hble Bewu, OAHO [eno — npofenaTtb Takoe
nyTewecTsue, Apyroe — AOWTU A0 CMOTPOBOWM MIOWAAKM... MHE TyAa AaXe CKaMenKy
MOryT MPUHECTU, U A Caay, eC/in NoYyBCTBYIO cnaboctb. — (CHayana OH XoTen ckasaTb
«CTyn», HO NOAyMan, 4To 3To byaeT BbIrNsaAeTb U BOBCE Heneno.) — TaM s cMory cneavTb
3a HECeHMeM Kapayna... cMory xXoTs 6bl Bce BUAETD.

— Torpa octaBanics. OctaBancs! — ckasan, kak 6bl nogsoas 4epty, CumeoHu. — Ho
S He 3Halo, rae MHe yCcTpouTb NpubbiBatomx oduLEpPOB, HE MOTY Xe S pa3MeCTUTb KX



B Kopuaopax uan B noasane! A B TBOEM KOMHATe MOXHO 6blfo 6bl MOCTaBUTL TP
KOWKM...

[poro noxonogen. Tak BOT Ao 4yero gowen CnmeoHn? Pelwmn oTnpaBuTb OTCOAA
ero, Aporo, 4tobbl ocBObOAUTL KOMHATY? ToNbKO paan 3toro? 3aboThl, Apyxba TyT,
OKa3blBaeTCs, HM npu 4yeM? S mMor 6bl C cCaMoro Havana goragaTtbcs, nogyman [poro,
yero Xe elle XxaaTb OT TaKoro noasneua?

O6oapeHHbI MoYaHueM [iporo, CUMEOHM CHOBA MPUHSASICS 3a CBOE:

— TpK KOMKK 30eCb MOMECTMNNCH Bbl NpeKkpacHo. [1Be — BAO/b 3TON CTEHbI, @ TPETbA
BOH B TOM yrny. Buanwe? [1poro, ecnim Tbl MEHSI NOC/yLWWaeLlb, — CKa3asl OH COBCEM YX
6ecuepeMoOHHO, — eCnn Tbl MEHS MOCNYLWAELLb, TO O4eHb 0bnerynilb MHe 3aaadvy, Beab,
B CYLUHOCTM, MpPOCTU 3@ OTKPOBEHHOCTb, Kakasi OT Tebs 34ecb nonb3a B TBOEM-TO
NonOXXeHnn?

— Xopowwo, — nepebun ero )koBaHHW. — S BCe NOHSAN, a TeNepb YX0AM, npowly Tebs.
Y MeHs ronosa pasbonenacs.

— Mpoctun, — ckazan CuMeoHu. — MpoCTU MEHS 3@ HAaCTOMYMBOCTb, HO S XOTeN Obl
MOKOHYUTb C 3TUM NPAMO cenyac. IKMnax yxe B nytn, PoBMHa oaobpsieT TBOW OTbe3A,
KOMHaTa ocBob6oANTCS, Aa M Tbl B ropoAe cKkopee nonpasuwbes. M noToMm s, aepxa Tebs
3aecb, 601bHOro, TOoXE b6epy Ha cebst HeManylo OTBETCTBEHHOCTb: @ HY KaK C/Ty4uMTCs
6ena? Cepbe3Hyo OTBETCTBEHHOCTb — FOBOPIO Tebe 3TO CO BCEM NPSIMOTOM.

— Mocnywan, — ckasan [poro, yxe MOHMMasi, YTO BCSKOE COMpOTUBEHWE
6ecrione3Ho. OH He crnyckan rnas c NosIOCKM COMHEYHOro CBETa, KOTOpasi NoAHMMANach
MO CTEHE, BbITAMMBAsACh M Nepepesast ee HaUCKOCoK. — M3BUHK, YTO S OTKa3bIBAlOCh, HO
MHe XxoTenocb 6bl ocTaTbCsl. HUKaKMX HENpPUSITHOCTEN s Tebe He npuumnHIo, obellato,
MOry Aaxe AaTb MUCbMEHHOE 0643aTeNbCTBO. Yxoau, CMEOHU, OCTaBb MEHS B MOKOE,
HABEPHO, MHE He TaK YX A0Nr0 OCTaNoCh XWTb, MO3BOJIb XX€ MHE OCTaTbCA 3AeCh, Beab
6onblle TpUaLATK NET A CIUTI0 B 3TOW KOMHATE...

CuMMeoHM noMonyan, npe3putenbHo rnaas Ha 601bHOro ToBapuLLa, MOTOM Heaobpo
yNbIOHYNCS U CKa3an:

— A ecnn 9 noTpebyto 3TOro oT Tebs Kak CTapluMii No 3BaHMO? Ecnv TakoB Mow
npukas? Yto Tbl Ha 3TO CcKaxkewb? — OH caenan naysy, HacnaXxaasiCb NPon3BeAeHHbIM
BneyaTneHneM. — AX, 4oporo Mo [poro, MHe HENPUATHO rOBOpUTL Tebe 3TO, HO Kyaa
noaesasniocb TBOE MYXXEeCTBO congaTa?... B KOHue KOHUOB, Tbl efewb Tyaa, rae
6e30nacHo, MHorme xoTenu bbl 6biTh cernyac Ha TBOEM MecTe. S 10NycKato, Tbl OrOpYeEH,
HO Henb3$ Xe TpeboBaTb OT XM3HM BCEr0, HAZAO0 paccy>xaaTb 34paBo... S Npuwnto K Tebe
TBOEro AeHLmKa, 1 Tbl cobepellbcs. B ABa Yaca akmnax AomKeH bbiTb yxxe 34eck. UTak,
yBNONUMCS MO3XeE...

C 3TMMM cnoBaMm OH BbICTPO BbILLEN M3 KOMHATbI, YTOObI He AaTb [Jporo BpeMeHu
Ha HOBbIE BO3Pa)XEHMS, PE3KO 3ax/0MHyN ABEPb U PELIMTENbHbLIM LUAroM YAanuacs no
KOpWAOPY, KaK YeNT0BEK BrOJSIHE A0BO/bHbIVM COBOM 1 TEM, YTO CyMeN HAaCTOSATb Ha CBOEM.

Bouapunacb rHeTywas TuwmnHa. Xnon! — 6ynbkKHYI0 3a CTEHON B uncTepHe. Mocne
Yyero B KOMHaTe MOC/bIWANCS NWLLb NPepbIBUCTLIN B3A0X [poro — ckopee He B340X, a
BCcxnun. oroxun aeHb 6bin B CaMOM pa3rape, AaXe KaMHM Hadanu MOHEMHOry
nporpeBaTbCsl; M3aanu AOHOCUICS OAHOOOpa3HbIA 3BOH BOAbl, NaAatoLlen C OTBECHbIX
CKJIOHOB; Bpar MoA MPUKPbITUEM Fpsadbl CTArMBan CBou cunbl K Kpenoctu. o gopore,
MPOJIOXXEHHOW Yepe3 MyCTbIHIO, MOAXOAMIN U MOAXOAWMN BOMCKa M 0603bl. Ha ackapnax
dopta BCe Yyxe O6bIIO rOTOBO: CHapshKeHWe npuBedeHO B MNOPSAOK, CONMAaThl
paccTaB/ieHbl MO MeCTaM, OpyXXue MnpoBepeHo. B3rnsabl Bcex 6biiv ycTpeMneHbl Ha
ceBep, XOTS M3-3a rop HMYero TOIKOM Henb3s 6bI/10 pas3rnsaeTb (BCS MyCTbIHA XOPOLUO



npocMaTpuBanach Tonbko ¢ HoBoro peayTa). Kak v B Te Aanekue AHuW, Koraa Yy>e3emupbl
SIBUINCb Ctofa, YTOObl pa3MeTUTb rpaHuuy, B KpenocTu uapuno Bceobllee CMsiTeHue
YyBCTB: PafoCTb FpaHUuMna Co CTpPaxoM. Bo BCSKOM criyyae, HUKOMY M B rOSIOBY He
npuWNo noaymMatb O [poro, KOTOpbi C MOMOLLbIO JIyKM yxe oAeBancs, rotoBsiCb K
oTbe3ay.

XXIX

DKMNaX OKa3ascs AeNCTBUTENIbHO BMOSTHE MPUANYHBIM, AaXe CIMLLIKOM LUMKAPHbIM
ANS 34ELHNX NPOCeNnoYHbIX Aopor. Ero MoXHO 6bi10 6bl MPUHSATL 3@ KapeTy Kakoro-
HMbyab 6oraTtoro rocnoavHa, ecnm 6bl Ha ABepuax He 6110 nonkosoro repba. Ha ko3nax
BOCCeAanu ABa Conaata — Kyyep u aeHwwk [poro.

N3-3a cymaToxu, LapvBluen B KpenocTu, Kyda yxe cTanu npubbiBaTb NepBble
3LLESIOHbI MOMOSTHEHUSI, HUKTO He 06paTu/l 0coboro BHUMaHWSl Ha XyAoro oduuepa ¢
M3HYPEHHBIM >KENTOBATbIM JIMLIOM, KOTOPbIA MEANIEHHO CMYCTUNCA MO CTyrneHbKaM,
nepecek BeCTMOI0/b 1 BbILWEN K NOABLE3AY, FAE Er0 YXKe XAaN 3KUMax.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha 3a/IMTOM COJTHLIEM MNATO NOSIBUNACh A/IMHHAS KOJIOHHa conaart,
nowlaaen u Mynos, MNOAOCNEBLIMX W3 AONMHbI. BbiNno BMAHO, 4YTO, HECMOTPS Ha
yCTanocTb, Ntoau, weawmne opcupoBaHHbIM MaplueM, 3aBuaeB Kpenoctb, npubaBunm
lary, a My3blKaHTbl, BO3rNaBASBLWIME KOMIOHHY, CHSIM C WHCTPYMEHTOB Cepble
MOSIOTHSIHbIE YeX/bl, C/IOBHO BOT-BOT COBUpanuCb 3anrpathb.

Mexay TeM oduuepbl npowannck ¢ Jporo — npasaa, HEMHOMME U He Tak cepaeyHo,
Kak 6biBano npexge. Kasanocb, BCe MOHMMANM, YTO OH Ye3XaeT HaBceraa u Tenepb B
nepapxmmn Kpenoctn Hudero yxe cobon He npeactaBnset. JlenteHaHT Mopo M C HUM
elle HeCKoNbKO YenoBek nogownu Kk Aporo, 4tobbl noxenatb eMy Ao6poro nyTun, HO
npowaHne 6bi10 O4YeHb KOPOTKMM, C TOW HM K 4YeMy He 06s3biBatoLen
npeaynpeanTenbHOCTbIO, KOTOpash CBOMCTBEHHA MOJIOAEXM B OTHOLUIEHMSIX CO
crapwumn. OAnH 13 HUX coobwmn 1poro, 4To KoMeHAAHT CUMEOHM NPOCUT €ro HEMHOIO
noaoXaaTb: OH celyac O4YeHb 3aHAT. B obwem, nyctb mMavop [poro MOBpPEMEHUT
HEMHOXKO, rOCMOAMH KOMEHAAHT HEMNPEMEHHO NPUAET.

Ho, 3abpaBlumcb B akmnax, [poro npukasan cpasy e TporaTb. [10 ero npocbbe
OTKMHYNIM BEpX, 4TO6bI Nlerye Aplwanocb, 0b6epHynn €My HOrm ABYMS WU Tpemsi
TEMHbIMW MOSIOCTSMK, HA POHE KOTOPbIX 0COBEHHO ApKo bnecTtena ero cabns.

M skunax, noanpbirMBasi, NoKaTUN MO KaMEHWUCTOMY MiaTo; MyTb [poro nexan
Tenepb K ero nocrieaHeMy nputoTy. MoTasi Npy KaXKaoM TOMYKe FOfI0BOM, OH NMOBEPHYSICS
Ha CUAEHbE U HE OTPbIBas a3 OT XENTbIX KPEMNOCTHbIX CTEH, KOTOPblE CTAHOBUNCh BCE
HUKE U HUXKE.

TaMm, HaBepxy, BAanu OT OCTalbHOrO Mupa, NPOBEN OH CBOK >XW3Hb, TaM, B
OXXMAAHWUKM Bparos, OH NMPOMy4YunIcs 6onblue TpUALATY NET, TEMepb Xe, Koraa Bpar y
BOPOT, €ro MnporHaau. A Te, KTO OTCMXXMBANNCb B ropoAde, HacnaXaasiCb NErkon u
BECENON XXM3HbIO, BOT OHW, MOXANyMCTa, SIBUMIUCb Ha MepeBasl C BbICOKOMEPHbLIMMU,
npeHebpeXxunTenbHbIMU YbIGKaMM — 3@ UYy>KON ClaBow.

[lporo He Mor OTopBaTb B3rns4a OT XENTOBaTbiX CTeH KpemnocTu, reoMeTpuyecku
YETKMX CUYSTOB Ka3apM M MOPOXOBbIX CKNAAOB, U CKyrMble ropbkue cnesbl MeasieHHO
KaTWIMCb MO €ro MOPLMHUCTbIM LWekaM. Kakow ankui uHan, U HUYEro yXxe He
rnoaenaeLb.

Huuero, poBHbLIM CYETOM HMYErO HE OCTaNoCh Y [1poro, OH OAMH Ha BCeM 6enoM
cBeTe, coBceM 60fbHOM. Ero BbirHanM M3 KpenocTW Kak MPOKaXXEHHOro. «AX Bbl,
NPOKNATbIE, aX NPOKNATbIE», — 6OPMOTaN OH. A MOTOM pelnn: 6yab 4YTo 6yAeT, He Haao
60/IbLLE HM O YEM AyMaTb, MHAYe cepaLe Pa3opBeTCs OT 06uAabl U rHeBa.



ConHue yXe KIOHWIOCb K 3akaTy, a exaTb OCTaBa/iocb €lle MnopsiaovHo; oba
congaTa Ha Ko3/ax NPecrnoKoMHo 601Tanu, UM 6bino BCe paBHO — exaTb UM OCTaBaTbCs.
OHM NpUHUManM >M3Hb TaKOM, Kakas OHa €eCTb, He obpeMeHsia cebs NMLWHUMM
NepeXxxmBaHMsSIMU. IKUMNAX 6bln OTIMYHOM KOHCTPYKUMM — HACTOALLAs KapeTa «CKOpOW
MOMOLLUM», — HO, KaK 4YyTKas CTpefika BECOB, pearMpoBa/l Ha KaXayl BblOOMHY Ha
popore. A Kpenoctb, BNMCaHHasi B FOPHbIN naHAawadT, CTaHOBMIACcb BCE MEHbLUE, BCe
NMpU3eMUCTEE, U CTEHbl €e B 3TOT BECEHHMN [AeHb MPUOBPEeNnM KaKOM-TO CTPaHHbIN
OTTEHOK.

BeposiTHO, 51 BMXXY ee B MOCNeAHUI pa3, nogyMan [Jporo, Koraa akunax Bblexan Ha
Kpai nnato, K TOMy MeCTy, FA€ HaunHancs cnyck B AonuHy. Mpouwai, Kpenocts! Ho
CO3HaHuWe ero 6b110 y)Xe HECKOSbKO 3aTYMAHEHO, U OH He OCMENWIICS MONpPOCUTb, YTOObI
KOHEM OCTAHOBMAWM W Aanu eMy B MOCNEAHUWA pa3 B3rNSHYTb Ha CTapylo UMTagenb,
KOTOpasi TO/IbKO Terepb, CryCTa CTO/IbKO BEKOB, HauuMHana HakOHeL, BbINOJIHATL CBOE
npeaHasHa4veHue.

nasa [poro 3ajep>anucb HAMoCNeQoK Ha JXKEeNnToBaTblX CTeHaX, MoKaTbIX
6acTrMoHax, NosHbIX TalHbl peayTax, Ha BO3BbILLABLUMXCS N0 60KaM NoYepHEBLUMX NOC/e
oTTenenu ckanax. B kakon-to mur [I)KOBaHHM MOKa3asocb, YTO CTeHbl KpenocTu Bapyr
BbITSIHY/IUCb BBEpPX, K HEBY, 1 CBEPKHYNIM HA COMHLUE, HO TYT Xe BCe pe3ko 060pBanoch:
KpenocTb ckpblnack 3a NOPOCLUMMM TPaBOW ropaMun, U A0pOra HblpHya B AONMHY.

YacoB B NsiTb OHM A06panuncb A0 MNOCTOSNONO ABOPA Y AOPOrv, TSHYBLUEWCS BAOMb
yluenbs. HaBepxy, Kak MUpaXX, BbICU/IOCb XaOTMYECKOE HAarpOMOXXAEHME YHbITbIX Fop —
M MOKPbITbIX 3€/IEHbI0, U OBHAXEHHbIX, C KPacHOBaTbIMW CKMOHAMW, rae, BO3MOXHO,
HUKOrAa He CTynana Hora yenoBeka. BHM3y 6ypnun noTok.

SKMMaXx OCTAHOBWCS Ha HEBOSbLLON MOLWAaAKe nepes NnocTosi/bIM IBOPOM KaK pa3
B TOT MOMEHT, Korga MWMO npoxoaun 6aTanboH MyLlKeTepoB. [poro yBuAaen
NpOn/bIBaBLLIME MUMO MOJOAbIE MOTHLIE WU PACKPACHEBLUMECS OT 3[0POBOM YCTanocTu
nuua, rnasa, yaAMBIEHHO pasrnsabiBaBLIMeE ero. Tobko oduuepbl 0TAANM eMy YecTb. B
yAansiBLIEMCS Pa3HOroN0Cbe OH pa3obpasn UbW-TO C/IOBa: «A CTapuKallka-TO eAeT Co
BCeMU ynobcTBamu!» HO HUKTO He paccMesncs WyTke. OTU Noau uayT Ha 6MTBY, a OH
TPYCNMBO 6eXUT B AONMHY. BoT uyaHol odwuuep, HaBepHO, AyManu conaaTbl, ecnu
TOMBKO MO NIMLY €ro HE MOHSN, YTO U OH TOXE HaMPaBNSETCS HABCTPEYY CMEPTM.

[poro HWKaK He Mor nobopoTb COCTOSIHME KaKOro-TO CTPaHHOrO OTYMeHus,
06BOMNaKMBAIOLLErO €ro, CIOBHO TyMaH: TO /I €ro ykayasno, To n 6onesHb 6pana cBoe,
TO NI MY4YUNO CO3HAHWE, YTO BOT Tak, 6eCCraBHO, 3aKaH4YMBAETCS XM3Hb. Bce emy
Tenepb 6b110 6e3pa3nnyHO, abConoTHO BCe. MbIC/b, YTO OH BEPHETCS B POAHOI ropog,
6yneT 6poanTb, LAapKas Horamu, No CBOEMy CTapoMy NMyCTOMY I0MY UK AONTUE MeCsLbl
nexaTtb B MNOCTENW, TOMSICb OT CKYKM M OAMHOYECTBA, MPUBOAWIA €ro B Yxac.
ToponuTbcs 6bI10 HEKYAA, U OH peLLna 3aHOUYEBaTb Ha MNOCTOSNIOM ABOPE.

MopoxaaB, Koraa Becb 6aTanbOH NpoLllaraeT MMMO, MOAHATas canoramu Mbifb
YNSHKETCS U peB rOPHOro MOTOKA 3ar/yLUMT rPOXOT NMOBO30K, OH MEANIEHHO, ONMUPasiCb Ha
nneyo Jlykn, Bbibpancs n3 skunaxa.

Ha nopore aoma cvaena XeHLmMHa 1 cocpeoTOMEHHO Bsi3ana, a y ee Hor B rpybo
cpaboTaHHON konbibenu cnan pebeHok. [poro 3a4apoBaHHO CMOTPEN, Kak YyAEeCHO OH
CNWUT, COBCEM He TaK, Kak B3pocnble, a rnyboko n 6e3MaTexxHo. DTO ManeHbKoe
CYLLECTBO €eLle He Befano TPEBOXHbIX CHOB, KpoLleYyHas ayLlua ero 6ecrneyvHo Butana 6e3
XXeNnaHun M CoXaneHun B TULLAWILIEM W YMCTOM Bo3ayxe. [lporo nocTosin, nobysich
cnawmm pebeHKoM, 1 cepaue ero Okanoch OT Xryyern Tocku. OH nonbiTancs BoobpasnTb
cnsAwmM camoro cebs — kak 6bl yykoro [1poro, KOTOpOro OH He MOr 3HaTb M BUAETb.
daHTa3ns HapucoBana eMy COBCTBEHHOE TeNo, MOrpy)XEHHOE B XXMBOTHbIM COH U



6eCcnoKoMHO B3AparvBalollee, MNPUOTKPLITbIN POT, TSHKENOE [AblXaHWEe, OTBUCLLYHO
yenocTb. Ho Beab Koraa-To M OH Cran BOT TaK, KaK 3TOT Pe6EHOK, OH TOXE 6bifl MUMbIM
M HEBWMHHBIM, @ KaKOM-HWBYAb CTapblii 60/IbHOM OoduLEep, BO3MOXHO, CTOST PSiAOM U
CMOTPE Ha HEro C ropbKUM U3yMneHveM. beaHblii poro, nogyMan oH, CO3HaBasi, CKOJb
CTPaHHO 3TO OMNpPEAENIEHNE, HO, B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, OH BeAb AEUCTBUTENBHO OZIMH Ha BCEM
6enoM cBeTe, KTO €LlUe ero NoXaneeT, ecyin He OH cam?

XXX

OyHy”ncs OH B rNyboKOM Kpec/e B KaKo-TO CnasibHe; CTOsIT YyAECHbI BeYep, yepe3
OKHO B KOMHaTy CTpyW/Csl CBEXMI BETEPOK. [poro 6e3y4acTHO cMOTpen Ha Hebo — OHO
CTAQHOBMIIOCb BCE CUHEE, — Ha (PUONETOBbLIE TEHW AOSIMHBI, HA FOPHbIE BEPLLUWHbI, eLle
OCBELLEHHbIE CONHLEM. KpenocTb ocTanack Aaneko, oTciofa He 6bi10 BUAHO nepesana,
Ha KOTOPOM OHa CTOMT.

Takon Beuyep [AO/MKEH Obl1 MPUHECTM OLLYLIEHME CYACTbsl AAXE HEe O4YeHb
CYaCT/IMBbIM JIoAsM. [DKOBaHHWM npeacTaBusil cebe OKyTaHHbIM CyMepkaMu ropog,
BECEHHee TOM/IEHMEe pAywwn, BOONEHHbIX Ha HabepeXxHoW, 3BykuM OpPTENbSHO,
NbIOLLMECS U3 YXKE OCBELLEHHbIX OKOH, AONETEBLUMNIA U3AaneKa NapoBO3HbIN ryaok. U TyT
K€ MbIC/IEHHO NEPEHECCs K OTHSIM BpaXkeckoro 6rBaka, pa3buToro B CEBEPHON MyCTbIHE,
K Kayaowmumcs Ha BeTpy ¢doHapsm Kpenoctn B 3Ty 6eCCOHHYI0, NMpeKpacHyt HO4Yb
HaKaHyHe CpaXkeHusi. Y Bcex eCTb Kakoe-TO, MyCTb CaMOe HUYTOXHOEe, OCHOBAHWE Ha
YTO-TO HaZesATbCs. Y BCeX, TOMbKO He Y Hero.

BHM3y, B 06L1EM 3ane, 3amnen My>XCKOW rosioc, NOTOM K HEMY NMPUCOEAMHWUICS eLle
OOVH: OHM NENM KaKyl-TO HapOAHYH MECHIO 0 NtobBu. Bbicoko B Hebe, TaM, rae cMHeBa
6blna coBceM 6e310HHOM, 3aCBEPKano HECKOsbKO 3Be3a. [poro 6bi1 0AMH B KOMHaTe,
[AEHLWMK MOLEeN BHM3 MPOMYyCTUTb CTaKaHuMK; B yrnax M noa Mebenbio crywanucb
noao3puTenbHble TeHU. Ha mur [)KoBaHHM NMOKa3anocb, YTO OH HE BblAEPXUT (B KOHLIE
KOHLIOB, HUKTO €ro He BMAMT M HUKTO Ha CBETE 3TOr0 He Y3HAEeT), Aa, Ha Kakoe-TO
MrHOBEHMe Mawopy [poro nokasasnocb, YTO OT rpy3a NepexmBaHui, TECHUBLUMX €ro
rpyab, OH BOT-BOT pa3pblAaeTcs.

MIMeHHO Toraa B CaMblX AaNeknx yronkax ero Co3HaHus BnepBble MesibKHYya HOBa4,
yeTKas U CTpallHas MbICNb. MbICb O CMepTH.

EMy nodyaunocb, 4To 6er BpeMeHV C/IOBHO MO BOJLLEGCTBY MPUOCTaHOBWACS.
CHauvana 6bl11 BOAOBOPOT, 3aTArMBaBLLKIA €ro B NOC/IeAHee BpeMsi BCe rnybxe, a NoToM
BAPYI BCE UCYE3/10, NIOCKUIA MUP 3aCTbiN B HEMOABMXXHOCTU U CTPESIKM YacoB nobexxanu
HEM3BECTHO B KakoM HanpaBsfieHun. [lopora Asst Hero KoH4YMnach; cemyac oH Buaen cebst
Ha NyCTbIHHOM 6epery ceporo, 0AHO06Pa3HOro Mopsi, a BOKPYr He 6bi10 HYU AOMa, HU
[IEPEBA, HM YENIOBEKA, N TaK — C HE3AMAMSATHbIX BPEMEH.

OH 4yBCTBOBan, 4YTO C AanbHMX FPaHUL, Ha HEro HaABWUraeTcsi, MOCTENeHHO
HapacTasl MU Cryllascb, TeHb, BO3MOXHO, 3TO Obl y)Xe BOMPOC 4acoB, HEAENb WM
MEecCSILIEB, HO Belb U HEENN, U MECSLbl — HUYTO, KOTrAa OHWN OTAENSIOT TebS OT CMepPTMW.
BbIXOAWT, BCSA XM3Hb €ro 0bepHynacb 3TaKOM HAaCMELLKOW: U3-3a HENEMNoW ropabiHN, 13-
3a XeNlaHWsa BbIUrpaTb Crop OH NoTepsn BCe.

C1HeBa 3a OKHOM COBCEM CryCTUNach, HO Ha 3anaae, Haa OUONETOBLIMU CUTYSTaMU
rop, €elle BUAHeNnacb CBETNAs Monocka. A B KOMHATY YXKe BOLLUIA TEMHOTA, MOXHO 6b110
PasN4YMTb NN HABOASLLME CTPaxX oYepTaHusi Mebenu, 6enyro NocTenb, CBEPKAIOLLYIO
cabnto. [la, oTcioaa — 3TO SICHO — eMy YXe He BblbpaTbcs.

Cuas B TEMHOTE W CNyllasi AOHOCUBLLEECS CHM3Y MENOAMYHOE MEHWE MoA ruTapy,
[xoBaHHK [1poro no4yyBCTBOBAS1, KaK B HEM 3apOXAaeTcs HOBasl, NOCNeAHAs Haaexaa.



OauvH B UenoM cBeTe, 60MbHON, BbIOPOLLEHHbIN 32 HEHAAOB6HOCTLIO M3 KpenoctH, Kak
6annact, oH, 060MAEHHbIN BCEMU, HEYBEPEHHbIM M CNabblil, BO3MeYTarl, YTO He BCe elle
MOTEPSIHO, YTO MMEHHO CenYac eMy npeacTaBunCcs HebbiBanbll Cny4yail BCTYNWUTb B
rnocneaHo 6UTBY, KOTopasi CMOXET OMNpaBAaTb BCIO €ro KU3Hb.

[a, Ha [lporo HacTynan ero nocneaHui Bpar. He nioam, nogobHble eMy, Tep3aemble,
KaK W OH, CTPacTaMU U CTpagaHusIMK, He NAM U3 MI0TU, KOTOPYHD MOXHO PaHUTb, C
MUaMK, B KOTOpble MOXHO 3arfisiHyTb, @ HEYTO BCECU/IbHOe M KoBapHoe. CpaxkaTbCs
MOXHO HE TOSIbKO Ha KPEmnoOCTHbIX CTeHaX, cpean rpoxoTta 605 1M ApOCTHbIX KPUKOB MOA,
ronybbiM BeCEHHUM HeBOM; He ToNbKo 60K 0 60K C ApY3bsiMU, Ybe MPUCYTCTBUE NpUAAET
yenoBeKy cun; He 06s3aTeNlbHO B TEPMKOM 3anaxe Mbliv U MOPOXOBOro AbiMa, He C
OHVMMM MOMbICNAMK O criaBe. Bce npousovaeT B KOMHATE 3axyZasioro TpakTvupa npw
CBETE CBEYM, B NMOJIHEMLLEM OANHOYECTBE.

3T0 He TO CpaXeHue, MOoC/e KOTOPOro BO3BPALLAELILCS CONTHEYHBIM YTPOM
YBEHUQHHbIV LIBETAMM WM MOMOAbIE XXEHLUMHbI AapsAT Tebe CBOM YNbloKW. 3A4eCb HET
3puUTENen, HUKTO HE KPUKHET: Bpaso.

[a, aTo byaeT kyaa 6onee cyposas 6UTBa, YeM Ta, YTO pMCOBanacb EMy B MeyTax.
[axxe cTapble OMbITHble BOSIKM MPeArnoYnn 6bl B HEM He yyacTBoBaTb. [1OTOMYy 4TO
MPEeKPACHO, AO/MKHO 6bITb, NOrMGHYTb NOA OTKPbITLIM HEGOM, B SPOCTHOM CXBaTKe, KOrAa
Thl ewe MonoAd M Kpenok TenoMm, noa nobeaHvle 3BykM aHdap; obnaHee, KOHEYHO,
YMEpPETb OT paHbl, MOCne AONMMX My4YeHUi, B rOCMUTaNbHON nanaTe; elwe ropiue
3aKOHYMTb AHM B CBOEW MOCTENWN, MOA COYYBCTBEHHbLIE MPUUUTAHUSI POAHbLIX, Cpeau
MPUTYLLEHHbIX 1aMN U Ny3bIPbKOB C SlIekapCTBaMW. HO COBCEM Y>K HEBLIHOCMMO YMEPETb
B Yy>KOM, HUKOMY He BE1IOMOWN AepeBHE, Ha 0ObIKHOBEHHOW MOCTUHUYHOM KOWKE, CTapbIM
N YPOAMBbLIM, HUKOIO HE OCTaBMB Ha 3TOM CBeETe.

Tak cmenein xe, [lporo, y Tebsi octanacb NOCNeaHsst KapTa, Tbl AO/HKEH BCTPETUTb
CMEepTb KaK CONAaT, MyCTb TBOSI HEY[ABLUASICH XM3Hb XOTb OKOHYMTCS KpacuBo. Tl
AO/MKEH HAKOHEL, OTOMCTUTb Cyabbe; HUKTO He BO3HeCEeT Tebe XBany, HUKTO He Ha30BEeT
repoeM, HO YXe M3-3a OIHOr0 3TOr0 CTOUT MPUHSTL BbI30B. TBEPAO NEPECTYNU rpaHuLly
TEHW, rop/l0, KaK Ha napazie, BbINATUB rPyAb, W AaXe YNbl6HUCb, eCnv yaacTcs. B koHue
KOHLIOB, COBECTb TBOSI HE C/IMLLKOM OTSArowleHa, 1 frocnoab cyMeeT Tebsi NpoCTUTb.

Takue crnoBa — YTO-TO BpoAe MOAUTBbI — roBopun cebe [KoBaHHM, YyBCTBYS, Kak
BCE TYXe OKMMAETCS BOKPYr HEro 3ak/touUTENbHbIA BUTOK XM3HW. U 13 rnybokoro
KonoAua, Kyaa KaHyno BCe MpoLnioe, BCe HecOblBLUMECS MeyTbl M MNepeHeceHHble
YHVWKEHUS, NOAHANACh CUNA, Ha KOTOPYKD OH HUKOrAa He nocMmen 6bl paccuntbiBaTh. C
HEBbIPa31MMOW paaoCTbio )koBaHHW [Jporo BAPYr 3aMEeTWII, YTO OH COBEPLUEHHO CMOKOEH
M Y4yTb NIN HE CaM PBETCS MOCKOpeEe NPOWTU 3TO UCMbITaHME. 3HAUUT, HeNb3s TpeboBaTb
OT »W3HKU Bcero? Thl Tak cunTaellb, CumeoHn? Celtyac poro Tebe nokaxer.

Cmenent xe, Aporo. I oH nonpo6oBan 60poTbCsi, HE CAABATbCA, MOCMESTLCS Haf
CTpaLLHON MbIC/bIO. Bce cunbl CBOEW AyLUM BMOXKW OH B 3TOT OTHYASIHHbIN NOPbIB, CIOBHO
OAVH Len cpaxaTbCs C Lenon apmuen. M cpasy e 6blible CTpaxu paccesinch,
Npu3paky CHUKNM, CMEPTb yTpaTuia CBOM YXacHbl 06nMK, NMPeEBPATUBLUMCE B HEUTO
MPOCTOE M CorfiacHoe ¢ npupoaoi. Mariop dxoBaHHM [Jporo, U3HypeHHbI 60Me3HbIO U
roaamy cnabblii YenoBeK, MOLLEN FPyAbl0 HAa OFPOMHBIV YEpHbI NOpPTan M YBUAEN, UTO
CTBOPKM €ro pyLuaTcsl, OTKpbIBasi NyTb CBETY.

CywmMM NyCTAKOM Kas3anucb eMmy Tenepb TAroTbl XXW3HW Ha 3CKaprax Kpenoctw,
HabnogeHve 3a YHbIIOM CEBEPHOM MYCTbIHEW, OTYastHUE W3-3@ HEC/IOXMBLUENCS
Kapbepbl, JONrMe roAbl oXxuaaHus. Tenepb MOXHO 6bl0 He 3aBuaoBaTh Aaxe
AHryctuHe. [1a, AHryCTuHa ymep Ha BepLUMHE ropbl, B KpYroBepTu 6ypu, ywen us >KXu3Hu
M BNpsiIMb O4YeHb KpacvMBo. Ho kyaa 6onee 3aMaHYMBO OKOHUWTb XKWM3Hb MEPOVCKM B



YCNOBWSAX, BbIMaBLUMX Ha A0Nt0 [Jporo, 06eccMneHHoro, OTBEPrHyTOro, OKasaBLUEerocs
cpean He3HaKOMbIX NOAEN.

OAHO TONbKO Orop4aso ero — YTo YMAET OH M3 3TOr0 MMpa B TAKOM XXankoM BUAE:
NCCoXLLee Teno, BbinMpalolwme KOCTU, Apsibnas, 6neaHas Koxa. AHFYCTUHE MOBE3No,
Ayman [HKoBaHHW, OH YMep BO LiBETE NET U, HECMOTPS Ha npoLleaLime roabl, COXpaHWcs
B MaMsATU BbICOKMM CTPOVHBLIM MOMOAbIM YEeNOBEKOM C 6naropofiHbiM NNLIOM, Tak
NPUBMEKABLUMM XXEHLWWH, — B 3TOM €ro npeuMmyLlecTBo. HO Kak 3HaTb, MOXET, 3a
POKOBbLIM TEM MOPOrOM N OH TOXE CMOXET CTaTb NPEXHUM, NYCTb HEKpPACMBbIM (KpacuB
[poro He 6bin HMKOrga), HO MOMHLIM MoNoAablX cun. BOT 6bl XOpOLWO, AyMan OH,
yTEWasiCb 3TOW MbICNblO, Kak pebeHok, Mbo 4YyBCTBOBan cebs cenyac yauMBUTENbHO
CBO6OAHBIM N CYACTNNBLIM.

Ho noTtom eMy npuwno B ronoBy Apyroe: a Yto, ecnm Bce 310 obMaH? Bapyr ero
CMeNoCTb — 3TO NMWb npexoasiiee onbsiHeHne? YTo, ecnn Bce 06bACHAETCS npocTo
YyZECHbIM 3aKaTOM, apOMaTHbIM BETEPKOM, BPEMEHHOM MepeabiKON OT (PU3NYECKUX
CTpagaHui, NecHSIMKU, AOHOCALWMMUCS CHM3Y? M yepe3 HEeCKONbKO MUHYT WK Yepes Yac
OH BHOBb CTaHET npeXHuM [poro — cnabbiM 1 pazomutbimM?

HeT, He aymaii 06 3ToM, [1poro, XBaTUT Tep3aTbCsl, CaMOe CTPaLLUHOE YXXe Mo3aaM.
[axe ecnun 6051b BHOBb ogoneeT Tebsi, Aaxe ecnm My3blka 6osblue He CMOXET CNY>XUTb
yTELEHNEM N BMECTO 3TON NPEKPacHON HOYM HAXJIbIHET 3/T0BOHHbIN TyMaH, onpaBaaHue
y Tebs 6yaet. NaBHoOe y>xe no3aaun, 1 3TOro HUKOMY y Tebsi He OTHSITb.

B KOMHaTe CTano CcoBCceM TEMHO, ULLb C 60nbLWNM TPyAOM MOXXHO 6b1n0 pasnnynTb
6ene+ou1y+o NOCTEJb, @ BCE OCTa/iIbHOE CAEIaI0Cb YEPHbIM. CKOpO MOKa>XETCA JyHa.

Ycneetr nu [poro yBuAETb €€ WAM OTOMAET paHblie? [Bepb KOMHaThl,
MOCKpMMbIBasi, MPUOTKPbIBaeTCcs. MoXeT, OT BeTpa, OT OObIKHOBEHHOIrO CKBO3HSIKA,
FYNSIIOLLEro Mo A0MY B TaKMe HECMOKOWHbIE BECEHHME HOYM. A MOXET, 3TO 6€33BYYHbIM
Larom BOLLNA OHa v Tenepb NpubnmxkaeTtcsa K kpecny Aporo. Cobpas nocnegHne cunebl,
[1KOBaHHM crerka BbINPSAMIISIETCA B Kpecse, NonpaBiseT pyKon BOPOTHUYOK MyHAMPA,
elle pa3 bpocaeT B3rNnsj 3a OKHO, COBCEM KOPOTKWU B3rNaA Ha NOCNEAHUIN CBON KycoYeK
3BE3HOro Heba, 1 B TEMHOTE, XOTS HUKTO ero He BUAUT, ynblibaeTtcs.
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