


UBaH ByHuH

Jlerkoe aAbixaHue

Ha knapbwuiie, Haa cBeXxen rMUHAHOW HacCbIMblO CTOUT
HOBbIV KpecT u3 gyba, Kpenkun, TaXenbln, rmagkum.

Anpenb, AHU cepble; NaMATHUKM Knaabuwa, NpocTop-
HOro, Ye3ZlHOro, elle ganeko BUOHbl CKBO3b rosible gepe-
BbSl, N XONOAHbIN BETEP 3BEHUT U 3BEHUT hapdopoBbLIM
BEHKOM Yy MOAHOXMS KpecTa.

B cambin ke KpecT BaenaH 4OBOMbHO GOMbLLON, Bbl-
NyKnbin gpapopoBbIN MefanboH, a B MedanboHe — go-
Torpadouyeckm NopTpeT MMMHAa3UCTKU C PagoCTHbIMWU,
NnopasnTenbHO XMUBbIMW rrasamu.

910 Ons Melwepckas.

[leBoykon oHa HMYEM He BblAensnachk B TONMNE Kopuy-
HEBbIX MMHa3M4YEeCKMX NNaTbul: YTO MOXHO ObINO CKa-
3aTb O HEW, KPOME TOro, YTO OHA M3 YMCIla XOPOLUEHb-
Knx, 6oraTblX M cHACTNUBLIX AEBOYEK, YTO OHA Crnocob-
Ha, HO LanoBnnBa 1 o4eHb becneyHa kK TeEM HacTaBIEHU-
SIM, KOTOpPbIE e fenaeT KrnaccHas gama? 3atemM oHa cTa-
na pacuseTaTb, pa3BmBaTbCs HE MO AHAM, a MO Yacam.
B yeTbipHaguaTh NeT y Hee, NpU TOHKOW Tanuu n cTpon-
HbIX HOXKaX, Y>Xe XOpoLlo 06pMCoBbIBannChL rpyau u Bce



Te bopMbl, O4apOBaHNE KOTOPbIX elle HMKOrga He Bbl-
pasunno YyerioBeyeckoe CrioBo; B NATHagLUaTb OHa Cribina
y>xe Kpacasuuen. Kak TwarenbHoO npuyecbiBanncb HEKO-
TOpble ee NoApPYrn, Kak YNCTOMMOTHbI BbINK, Kak cnegunum
3a CBOMMMU COEP>KAHHbIMU ABMXEHUAMN! A OHa HUYEro He
B6osinacb — HN YEepPHUNbHbBIX NATEH HA Nanbuax, HU pac-
KpacHEBLLErocs nuua, H1 pacTpenaHHbIX BONoC, HX 3aro-
nuBLLIErocd Npu nageHun Ha Gery koneHa. bes Bcsknx ee
3ab0T 1 yCcnnum n Kak-To HeE3aMeTHO NMPULLIIO K HEWN BCe
TO, YTO TaK OTNM4arno ee B nocregHne Aea roga U3 BCeN
rTMMHasumn, — N3ALLECTBO, HAPAAHOCTb, JTOBKOCTb, SICHbLIN
oneck rnas... HukTo He TaHUeBan Tak Ha banax, kak Ons
Mewepckasi, HUKTO He ©eran Tak Ha KOHbKax, Kak OHa,
HW 3a KeM Ha Banax He yxaXmBanu CTOSIbKO, CKOSbKO 3a
Hewn, U N0YEMY-TO HMKOro He Nbunu Tak mnaglme Knac-
Cbl, Kak ee. HesameTHO cTana oHa AeBYyLUKOW, U He3aMeT-
HO ynpoyunnacb ee rmmMmHa3ndeckas crasa, 1 yxe noLunu
TOMKW, YTO OHA BETPeHa, He MOXET XUTb 6e3 NOKNOHHN-
KOB, YTO B Hee 6e3yMHO BrnobneH rumHasncT LLeHwWwuH,
41O ByaTo Obl N OHa ero NbuT, HO Tak U3MeH4YMBa B 06-
paLLEHNN C HAM, YTO OH MOKYyLLancs Ha camoybuncTBo...

MocnegHtoto ceoto 3umy Ona Melepckasa coBceM co-
lfa ¢ yma oT Becenbs, Kak roBopunun B rmmMmHasnm. 3u-
Ma Oblfia CHeXHasd, ConHevyHasi, MOpO3Hasi, paHO onyc-
KanocCb COMHLIE 3a BbICOKUI ENbHUK CHEXXHOIO rMMHasn-
YecKoro caga, HEM3MeHHO noroxee, nyvncroe, obewlato-



LLiee 1 Ha 3aBTpa MOPO3 U ConHue, rynsHbe Ha CobopHom
ynuue, KaTok B rOpOACKOM cafy, PO30BbI BeYep, MY3bIKy
N 3Ty BO BCE CTOPOHbI CKOMb3SILLYIO Ha KaTKe Tonny, B Ko-
Topon Ons Melepckasa kasanacb camoin 6e33aboTHOMN,
camoun cyactnueon. Y BOT ogHaxabl, Ha GonbLuon nepe-
MeEHe, Korga oHa BUXPEM Hocumacb no cOOpHoOMY 3any
OT FOHSIBLUMXCS 3a HEN N BNaXeHHO BU3XaBLLUUX NEpPBO-
KNaccHWL, ee HeoXnagaHHo no3eanu K HavanbHuue. OHa
C pasbery octaHoBWUNacb, caenana Tonbko oauH rny6o-
K11 B340X, ObICTPbIM 1 yXXe NPUBBIYHBLIM XXEHCKUM OBUXE-
HMEM onpaBuna BOMOChI, AepPHYyNa Yronku nepeaHuka K
nneyam u, cuss rnasamum, nobexana Hasepx. HayanbHu-
La, Monoxaeasi, Ho cefjasi, CmoKOMHO cuaerna c BA3aHbEM
B pyKax 3a NMUCbMEHHbIM CTOMOM, NMOA4 LapCKMM nopTpe-
TOM.

— 3apaBscTByinTe, mademoiselle Mewepckas, — ckasa-
na oHa no-paHLy3CK1, He NOAHMMAs rNa3s OT BA3aHbS. —
A, K coxXaneHuto, yXxe He nepBbl pa3 NPUHYXKAEeHa npu-
3blBaTb Bac ctofa, YTobbl roBOPUTL C BaMN OTHOCUTESBHO
BaLLIEro noBeaeHus.

— A cnywato, madame, — otBeTuna Mewepckas, noa-
X04s K CTony, rmsaas Ha Hee ACHO M XXUBO, HO Be3 BCSKOro
BbIpaXXeHNsA Ha Nunue, 1 Nnpucena Tak ferko 1 rpaumosHo,
Kak TOfnbKO OHa OAHa ymena.

— Cnywartb Bbl MeHs Bygete nnoxo, s, K CoXaneHuto,
ybeomnacb B 3TOM, — cKkasana HadanbHuua 1, NoTAHYB



HUTKY W 3aBEPTEB Ha NTaKMPOBAHHOM Mosy KnyOokK, Ha KO-
TOpbIN ¢ NBONLITCTBOM NocMmoTpena Mewepckasd, nog-
HsAna rmasa. — A He Byay NoBTOPATLCS, He Byay roBOPUTL
NPOCTPaHHO, — CKasara OHa.

Mewepckorn O4YeHb HpaBUIICA 3TOT HEOObLIKHOBEHHO
YNCTBIN N BonbLION KabUHET, TaKk XOPOLLO AbllaBLUniA B
MOPO3HbIE AHWU Tenmnom bnecTawen ronnaHakm n ceexe-
CTblO NlaHabIWen Ha NCbMeHHOM cTosne. OHa nocMmoTpe-
na Ha Monogoro Laps, BO BECb POCT HanMcaHHOro cpeau
Kakomn-To 6nucratenbHOM 3anbl, Ha POBHbIA NPOBOpP B MO-
NOYHbIX, aKKypaTHO roppupoBaHHbIX BOrIOCax Ha4vanbHM-
Ubl M BbDKMOaTenbHO Monyana.

— Bbl y)Xe He geBoYka, — MHOMo3Ha4YnTeNbLHO cKkasana
HavanbHuUa, BTanHe Ha4YnHas pasgpaxartbcsi.

— [Ha, madame, — npocTo, noyTn Becerno oreeTuna Me-
LLepckas.

— Ho n He XeHwmHa, — ewe MHOro3Ha4YuTernbHee cka-
3ana HayarnbHuua, 1 ee MaToBOe NNLO Ccrierka saarnerso. —
[Mpexae Bcero, 4To 3TO 3a Npuyecka? OTOo XKeHckasa npu-
Yyecka!

— 4 He BMHOBaTa, madame, 4TO y MEHS XopoLune BO-
nocel, — otBeTuna Mewepckas n 4yTb TpoHyna obenmm
pyKamm CBO KpacuBo YOpaHHYIo rorosy.

— AX, BOT Kak, Bbl He BUHOBAaThI! — cka3zana Ha4anbHu-
ua. — Bbl He BMHOBaTLI B Npu4ecke, He BUHOBATbI B 3TUX
aopornx rpebHax, He BMHOBATbl, YTO pas3opseTe CBOWUX



poauTenen Ha Tydenbku B gBaguath pybnen! Ho, nosto-
PSt0 BaM, Bbl COBEPLLEHHO ynycKaeTe 13 Buay, YTo Bbl No-
Ka TOSNbKO rMMHas3snCTKa...

N TyT Mewepckas, He Tepss NpOCTOTbl U CMOKONCTBUS,
BAPYr BEXNMBO nepebuna ee:

— MNMpoctnte, madame, Bbl OLLUMDAETECH: A XKEHLUUHA.
M BuHOBaT B 3TOM — 3HaeTe KT0? [pyr n coceq nanbl, a
Baw 6pat Anekcern Muxannosuy ManoTuH. 3To Criyyu-
NOCb NPOLWSIbIM JIETOM B JEPEBHE. ..

A 4yepes mecsLl nocre 3Toro pasroBopa Kasadnmn opu-
uep, HekpacuBbi 1 nebenckoro Buaa, He UMEBLLINIA POB-
HO HM4yero obLllero ¢ TeM KpPyrom, K KOTOPOMY NpuHaa-
nexana Ona Mewepckasi, 3acTpenun ee Ha nnaTtdgop-
Me BOK3ana, cpeau 60onbLuon Tonnbl Hapoaa, TOSbKO YTO
npuobIBLLEN C N0E340M. N HEBEPOSATHOE, OLLIENOMUBLLEE
HayanbHuUy npusHaHne Onn Mewepckon coBepLUEeHHO
noaTBEpPANNIOCh: oduuep 3aasun cygebHoMmy crnenoBa-
Tent, 4To Mellepckaa 3asnekna ero, 6oina ¢ HAM 6nns-
Ka, noknsanacb ObITb €ero XXeHou, a Ha Bok3arne, B AEHb
ybunctea, npoBoxasa ero B HoBodepkacck, Bopyr ckasa-
na emy, YTO OHa U He gymarna Hukorga nbuTtb ero, 4YTo
BCEe 3TN pasroBopbl 0 bBpake — O4HO ee n3geBaTeribCTBO
Hag HUM, N gana eMy NpoYecTb Ty CTPaHN4YKy AHEBHUKA,
roe rosopunocb o ManoTuHe.

— 51 npobexan aTK CTPOKM M TyT Xe, Ha nnatgopme,
rae OHa ryndana, nomkugas, noka g KOH4y 4ntaTtb, Bbl-



cTpenun B Hee, — ckasdan oduuep. — JHEBHUK 3TOT BOT
OH, B3rngHuTe, 410 ObINO0 HANNMCAHO B HEM AECATOrO 0SS
npoLUsIoro roaa.

B oHeBHMKe ObINoO HanucaHo cregyoLlee:

«Cenyac BTOpOM Yac Ho4u. A Kpernko 3acHyna, Ho TOT-
Yyac e npocHynack... HelH4e A ctana xeHwwmHown! Nana,
Mama u Tonsi, Bce yexanu B ropog, 9 octanacb ogHa. A
Oblna Tak cyacTnuea, 4YTo ogHa! A yTpom rynana B cagy,
B nore, Obina B fiecy, MHe Ka3arnocb, YTO S 04Ha BO BCEM
MUpe, N S AymMana Tak XOpoLUO, KaK HUKOrga B XKU3HU. A n
obenana ogHa, NOTOM LENbIN Yac urpana, nog My3blky y
MeHs1 BbINIO Takoe YyBCTBO, YTO 8 Byay XuTb 6€3 KoHLua 1
Oyay Tak cHacTnmBa, Kak HUKTO. [loToM 3acHyna y nanbl B
KabuHeTe, a B YeTblpe Yaca MeHs pas3byguna KaTts, cka-
3ana, 4to npuexan Anekcen Muxamnosuy. A eMmy o4yeHb
obpagoBanacb, MHe ObINO Tak MPUATHO MNPUHATL €ro U
3aHMmatb. OH Nnpuexan Ha nape CBOMX BATOK, OYEHb Kpa-
CUBbIX, U OHM BCE BPEMS CTOSNN Y KpblSibLia, OH OcTarncs,
NnoToMy 4TO 6bIN AOXKAb, U EMY XOTEN0Cb, YTOObI K BeYe-
py npocoxno. OH xanen, 4To He 3acTtan nany, 6151 o4YeHb
OXMBIIEH U epxan cebsa co MHOM KaBanepom, MHOIO LUy-
TWUNM, YTO OH AaBHO BrO6NeH B MeHs. Korga Mbl rynsanu
nepen 4Yaem no cagy, 6boina onaTb NpenecTHasl noroaa,
ConHue bnecrteno yepes BeCb MOKPbLIN cad, XOTd cTano
COBCEM XOJSI04HO, U OH BEN MEHS NOA PYKY U FOBOPUI, YTO
oH ®aycTt ¢ Mapraputon. EMy nAaTbaecsT WecCTb NeT, HO



OH elle OYeHb KpacuB 1 BCerga XopoLwo OAET — MHE He
NMOHPaBUIOCH TOMbLKO, YTO OH NpUexarn B KpbifiaTke, — nax-
HEeT aHIMUNCKNM O EKONIOHOM, U rfasa COBCEM Morodble,
YyepHble, a bopoaa M3ALHO pasaeneHa Ha ABe ANMHHbIE
4YacTu 1 COBEpPLLEHHO cepebpsaHas. 3a Yyaem Mbl cuaenm
Ha CTeKnsiHHOW BepaHae, 1 NovyBcTBOBana cebs kak éya-
TO HE3Q0POBOW M MpUNerna Ha TaxTy, a OH KypuIl, NOTOM
nepecen Ko MHe, cTan onsTb rOBOPUTb Kakne-to nobes-
HOCTM, NOTOM paccmaTpuBaTtb M LiENoBaTb MOK PyKy. H
3aKpbifia NMMUO WENKOBbLIM NIaTKOM, U OH HECKOSbKO pas3
nouenosarn MeHsi B rybbl Yepes nnartok... A He NoHMMalo,
Kak 3TO MOFJO CNyYnTbCS, S cola C yma, s HAKoraa He
aymana, 4to A Takas! Tenepb MHe OguH BbIXog... S vyB-
CTBYIO K HEMY TaKoe OTBpaLLEeHNe, YTO HE MOTy NEPEXNTb
aToro!l..»

[opoa 3a 3T anpenbCKkne OHM CTan YUCT, CyX, KaMHU
ero nobenenu, n N0 HAM NErko u NpUATHO UATU. Kaxxgoe
BOCKpeceHbe, nocne obeaHun, no CobopHon ynuue, Be-
Aywen K Bblesay M3 ropoga, HanpasnsieTcs mManeHbkas
XEHLUMHA B Tpaype, B YEepHbIX NanKOBbIX nepyartkax, C
30HTUKOM M3 YepHoro aepesa. OHa nepexoguT Mo Loc-
Ce rpsi3Hy0 Nnowaab, A€ MHOMO 3aKOMYEHHbIX Ky3HUL, U
CBEXO OYyeT NoneBon BO3QyX; Aarnblue, Mexay MYXCKUM
MOHAaCTbIPEM U OCTPOrom, 6eneet obnayvHbIn CKINOH Heba
N cepeeT BeCeHHee nore, a NoTom, Korga npobepeLubes
cpean Ny nog CTEHOW MOHACTLIPS M NMOBEPHELLbL Hane-



BO, yBMAMLb Kak 6bl 60NbLLIOM HU3KMIA caf, OOHECEHHbIN
Genown orpagon, Hag BOpOTaMu KOTOPOM HanncaHo Ycne-
Hue boxuen MaTtepn. ManeHbKkas XeHLmHa Menko Kpe-
CTUTCSA U NPUBbBIYHO MAET NO rnaBHou annee. [longs oo
CKambW NpPoTnB Oy6OBOro Kpecrta, OHa CMANT Ha BETPY U
Ha BECEHHEM XOfoAe 4ac, ABa, MoKa COBCEM He 3a3A0HyT
ee Horu B nerkmx 60TuMHKax n pyka B y3kon namke. Cny-
LIasi BECEHHUX NTUL,, CagKo MOoLWMX U B XONo4, cnyLuas
3BOH BeTpa B papdOpoBOM BEHKE, OHa AyMaeT MHoraa,
4YTO oTAana Obl NOSMKN3HKU, NULWb Bbl He BLINO nepen ee
rmasamu 3Toro MEpPTBOro BeHKa. QTOT BEHOK, 3TOT Byrop,
Ay6oBbIn KpecT! BO3MOXHO Nn, 4TO NOA4 HUM Ta, YbM rMa-
3a Tak 6eccMepTHO CUSAKT N3 3TOrO BbINYKIOro gpapgo-
POBOro MegaribOHa Ha KpecTe, U Kak COBMECTUTb C 3TUM
YUCTbIM B3rNSAOM TO yXXacHOeE, YTO COeANHEHO TeNepb C
nmeHem Onu Mewepckon? Ho B rmybuHe aywmn maneHb-
Kas >XeHLLMHA cYacTNMBa, Kak BCce NpeaaHHble KaKon-Hu-
OyaOb CTpacTHOM MedTe oM.

YKeHwuHa ata — knaccHas gama Onu Meuwepckon,
Hemonodasa AeByllKa, AAaBHO XMBYLLAA KakoW-HUOyOb
BblOYMKOW, 3aMeHsioWen el OEeNCTBUTESbHYIO XXU3Hb.
CnepBa Takou BbloyMKon Obin ee 6part, 6egHbIn U HUYEM
He 3amedaTtenbHbll NPanopLLMK, — OHa coeauHuna BCHO
CBOI Ayully C HUM, C ero ByayLHOCTbIO, KOTOpasi noye-
MY-TO npeacTaBnsanack en bnectawen. Korga ero younu
nog MykoeHowm, oHa ybexxgana cebsi, 4To OHa — ngenHas



TpyxeHunua. CmepTtb Onu MeLepckomn nieHnna ee HoBow
mMeyTon. Tenepb Onsa Melepckas — NnpegMeT ee HeoT-
CTYMHbIX AyM 1 4yBcTB. OHa XOAUT Ha ee MOruny Kax-
AbIA NpasgHuK, MO Yacam He cryckaeT rnas ¢ gyboBoro
KpecTa, BcromuHaeT bnegHoe nnumko Onun Mellepckon B
rpo0y, cpeaun LUBETOB — 1 TO, YTO ogHaxAbl noacnywana:
ofHaXabl Ha BonbLLOM NepemMeHe, rynss no rmmHasnye-
ckomy cagy, Ons Mewepckas 6bICTpo, BbICTPO roBopu-
na ceoen nbumon nogpyre, nNonHon, sbicokon Cy660-
TUHOMW:

— # B 0gHOM NanuvHOW KHUre — y Hero MHOro CTapuH-
HbIX, CMELLUHbIX KHUI — Npo4fia, Kakas KpacoTa AOoShkHa
ObITb Y XXEHLUUHBI... Tam, NOHMMaELLb, CTONbKO Hackasa-
HO, YTO BCEro He YNOMHWULUb: HY, KOHEYHO, YepHble, KK-
nsLmne CMoson rnasa, — en-6ory, Tak 1 HanMcaHo: KUns-
e cmoson! — yepHble, Kak HOYb, PECHULbI, HEXXHO Ur-
palLWwunn pyMsaHeL, TOHKWA CTaH, ANUHHee OBbIKHOBEH-
HOroO PYyKW, — MOHUMaelb, ASIMHHEeEe OObIKHOBEHHOMO! —
ManeHbkasi HoXKa, B Mepy bonblias rpyab, NpaBuibHO
OKpYrNeHHasi MKpa, KoreHa LBeTa pakoBWHbI, NoKaTble
nreyn, — 1 MHOroe NoYTM Han3ycTb Bbly4Yuna, Tak BCce 3710
BEPHO! — HO rNaBHoe, 3Haelb N1 4YTo? Jlerkoe abixaHue!
A BeOb OHO y MeHs1 eCTb, — Tbl NMOCyLWan, Kak a9 B3abl-
Xato, — Beab npaesaa, ecTb?

Tenepb 3TO Nerkoe AblxaHne CHoOBa paccesasiocb B Mu-
pe, B 9TOM 00ria4HOM Hebe, B 3TOM XONOAHOM BECEHHEM
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